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First was Burlington's design, which was copied by Raleigh in 1986. These were the first uniform patches for the Raleigh Fire Department.
There was a committee that proposed and discussed designs, as the story goes. The Burlington patch was chosen, and not coincidentally due
to the fact that new Fire Chief Sherman Pickard was a former member of BFD. (Pickard was appointed as Raleigh’s chief in 1986. He started his
fire service career in Burlington. He was a member from 1949 to 1955 and left the department as Director of Training.)
Burlington has since adopted a new design. What year? And when their prior patch adopted? And did they copy from another department? (In
the earlier decades of the fire service, there were generic patch designs that were used across numerous departments throughout the state,
and probably the country.) Maybe readers can help.
Eight years after Raleigh adopted Burlington’s emblem, the Stony Hill Fire Department in Wake County followed suit. In 1992, the membership
cast their votes for a design, also their first. Asst. Chief A.C. Rich, who was (and still is) a member of the Raleigh Fire Department, wasn’t at
the meeting. He learned of the decision later, but only after the produced patches had been received. SHFD used the design until 2007. (Read
a prior posting about their new patch.)
Archer Lodge Fire Department in Johnson County also copied the patch design, though they copied Raleigh's emblem. They adopted the patch
in October 2000, and used the design for four years. The department proposed a new design in March 2004, and it was accepted in October
2004. (That's their current patch, and the design was credited to former Fire Chief Pete Barnes.)
The Raleigh Fire Department is still using their patch. The design also appears on apparatus, signage, and printed materials. The other three
departments, as noted above, have adopted different designs.
And that’s the story of that.
Thanks to AC and Duane, for the historical assist. Click to enlarge:
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