Black Fire Company Names in North Carolina

Last updated April 3, 2022

City Company Start Stop Notes

Ayden TBD [EBF]

Beaufort <1908 1924 >

Charlotte TBD 1858 1863 > Company comprised of slaves

Charlotte Neptune 1875 1905 Often cited incorrectly as 1907

for end date.

Charlotte Dreadnaught #4 1892 1893 > Created as auxiliary to Neptune

Dread Not Company, after their

membership limit was exceeded.

Charlotte Harrison Watts 1882 1883 Never obtained equipment,
unknown if ever responded to
fires. Disbanded 1882 but
apparently reformed briefly
between 1882 and 1883.

Charlotte Yellow Jacket 1868 1875 Reorganized from Yellow Jacket
FC to Neptune #3 FC. Hand
engine company. [Daily Charlotte
Observer, 8/15/75]

Clinton TBD [EBF]

Concord Hook & Ladder <1895 1923 >
Hook & Ladder Co. #1 (1905)

Durham Excelsior H&L <1887 1905 >

East Spencer [ any companies ] <1912 1923 >




City Company Start Stop Notes
East Spencer White Rose Hose Reel <1922 [Daily Southerner, 8/4/22]
East Spencer “East Spencer Co.” 1923 NCVFA proc
Edenton [ any companies ] <1900 1927 >
Edenton Phoenix H&L (1905) <1905
Hook & Ladder
Elizabeth City | Quick Step H&L 1891 [EBF] 1977 [EBF] Motorized about 1921.

Merged with all other fire
companies in 1977.

Enfield [ any companies ] < 1909 [Sanborn] 1921 > [Sanborn]

Enfield Gas Engine Fire Co. 1923 NCVFA proc

Farmville [ any companies ] <1915 1943 >

Farmville Farmville Hose Reel [1922] <1915 [Sanborn] 1937 > [Sanborn]

Fayetteville [ any companies ] 1848 19477

Fayetteville Frizzell’s Citizens’ Relief 1873 [Statesman, 6/14/73] 1874 > [incorporated that year] In 1848, the three fire companies
were permitted to enlist 25 black
men each, to work the engines
and help with ladders. They were
presumably considered members
of the three white fire
companies. [EBF]

Fayetteville Hand engine companies, two < 1884 [Sanborn] Two colored fire companies in
Fayetteville by 1887 [NCG,
9/20/77]

Fayetteville Hose Reel 1923 NCVFA proc

Gastonia 1900 1906




City Company Start Stop Notes
Goldsboro <1879 1879 > One company mentioned as
planned to attend gathering in
Raleigh. No subsequent citations
found. False positive?
Greensboro Excelsior Hose [1891] 1887 19267
Excelsior Hose Reel #2 [1900]
Greenville [ any companies ] 1884 1923 >
Greenville Hook & Ladder < 1896 [Sanborn]
Greenville Head Hawk < 1899 [Sanborn]
Greenville Hope < 1899 [Sanborn]
Greenville Rough and Ready <1899 [Sanborn] 1923 >
Henderson [ any companies ] <1894 1909 >
Henderson Enterprise Hose Reel Co. #1 <1904 [1904 NCVFA proc]
(1905)
Henderson Joint Hose Reel Co. (1905) <1904 [1904 NCVFA proc]
Joint Hose Co. #2 (1905)
Henderson Red Wasp Hook and Ladder By 1897 [Henderson Gold Leaf,
8/19/97]
Lincolnton <1889 [LC, 4/5/89] 1890 > [TC, 1/3/90]
Louisburg Louisburg H&R Co. 1931 [Franklin Times, 8/7/31] 1966 or 1986 Merged with LFD
Louisburg Col. FC
Louisburg Col. FD
Kinston Hook & Ladder 1896 1916 >
Monroe [ any companies ] <1889 1923 >
Monroe Hook & Ladder (1905) <1905 [1905 NCVFA proc] 1923 > [1923 NCVFA proc]

Hook & Ladder #2 (1923)




City Company Start Stop Notes

New Bern [ any companies ] 1865 1912

New Bern Harland 1865 [DB] 1869 [DB]

New Bern Reliance Bucket & Axe #1 AKA 1869 [DB] 1890 [DB] Created from merger of Harland

Independent Col. Co. and Kimball companies

New Bern Kimball 1865 [DB] 1869 [DB]

New Bern Rough & Ready H&L 1873 [DB] 1901 [DB]

New Bern Fourth Ward Reel 1894 [DB] 1900 [DB]

New Bern Sixth Ward Hose 1898 [DB] 1912 [DB]

Oxford [ any companies ] 19057 1940s

Oxford Reel Company #2 1905 [EBF] 1940s [EBF] Dissolved when many men left to
fight in WWII and the company
never reorganized.

Oxford Gregory H&L 1922 [Daily Southerner, 8/4/22] Only one citation found so far

Oxford Swift Foot Hose Reel <1905 [1905 NCVFA proc ] 1913 > [OPL, 4/12/13]

Oxford “Oxford Colored Fire Company” <1913 [OPL 8/23/13]

Oxford “Oxford Fire Dept” 1923 NCVFA proc

Princeville [ any companies ] <1905 1923 >

Princeville Union H&L #1 <1905

Princeville Hand Engine Co. No. 1 <1912

Princeville Hose Reel & Hand Engine 1923 NCVFA proc

Raleigh [ any companies ] 1868 1912

Raleigh Fire Company #1 1868 [MJL]* 1869 [MIL] Renamed Victor

! MIL - Mike Legeros research, www.legeros.com/history




City Company Start Stop Notes
Raleigh Victor 1869 [MIL] 1912 [MIJL]
Raleigh Bucket 1872 [MIL] 1892 [MIJL]
Rocky Mount | Excelsior 1896 1917 >
Salisbury [ any companies ] 1867 1905 >
Salisbury 1867 [EBF] 1892 > [CW, 7/14/92]
<1869 [CW, 1/22/69]
Salisbury Athletes Hose Reel #4 <1904
Athletic Hose & Reel (1905)
Smithfield <1915
Statesville [ any companies ] 1878 1923 >
Statesville 1878 [SA, 10/12/78] Hand engine (new? First? In
1893 re-org [RAL, 6/15/93] 1894. RAL, 2/1/94]
Statesville Defiance 1893 organized [The Progressive 1923 > by name [RAL, 8/27/23]
Defiance FC No. 2 [1900] Farmer, 7/4/93] 1932 “colored fire company”
ordered disbanded [RAL,
5/10/32]
Tarboro Fulton FC < 1879 [Tarborough Southerner, 1920 > as F FC #3 [DS, 4/14/20]

Fulton H&L FC #3 (1905)

5/29/79]

Wake Forest Wake Forest FD #2 1942 1983 Merged with WFFD
Warrenton [ Any companies ] 1868 2004

Warrenton First FC 1868

Warrenton Hand Engine No. 1 <1904

Warrenton Plummer HE Co. #2 (1905) <1904

Warrenton Plummer H&L Co. #1 1905 NCVFA proc




City Company Start Stop Notes
Warrenton Hose Reel Co. #1 1923 NCVFA proc
Washington [ any companies ] 1849 1926 >
Washington Neptune “Auxiliary” 1849 [North State Whig, 3/21/49,
references movement to permit
“colored servants” to join the
“auxiliary force” of the fire
company
Washington Salamander < 1877 [Tarborough Southerner, 1905 >
11/1/77]
1881 (chartered)
Washington Dibble 19017 [N&O, 3/6/01] 1906 > [Greensboro Daily News, | Also cited as alternate name for
8/15/06] Salamander FC.
Weldon <1915 1915 >
Wilmington [ any companies ] <1865 1898
Wilmington Banniker Hose Reel Co. 18837 18907 [KW]
Wilmington Brooklyn Fire Engine Co. #4 18667 18837 [KW]
Wilmington Brooklyn Bucket Co. 18757 1879? [KW]
Wilmington Cape Fear Steam Engine 1871 1897 [KW]
Wilmington Compton Hose Reel #2 1894 1897 [KW]
Wilmington Dreadnaught Bucket Co. #5 1876 18932 [KW]
Dread-Naught
Dread-Not
Wilmington Fire King Co. #2 1866 1866 > [KW]
Fire King Engine Co. #2
Wilmington First Ward Independent Bucket 18767 18927 [KW]

#5




City Company Start Stop Notes
Wilmington Go-Ahead Fire Co. #3 18567 1857? [KW]
Wilmington Go-Ahead Fire Co. #5 18657 1867°? [KW]
Wilmington Independent Bucket Co. 1876 [KW]
Wilmington J. C. Abbott Fire Engine Co. #5 1869 [KW]
Wilmington Kidder Hill Fire Co. 1882 [KW]
Wilmington Little Columbia Bucket and Hose | 18817 1889? [KW]
Reel Co.
Little Columbia Fire Co. #5
Little Columbia Hose Reel Co.
Wilmington O. G. Parsley Fire Co. #3 By 1865 [KW]
Wilmington Phoenix Hose Reel Co. #1 1882 1898 Merged with paid WFD
[KW]
Wilmington Vigilant Fire Engine Co. #3 [hand | 18657? 1871 [KW]
engine]
Wilmington Wilmington Fire Bucket Co. #1 1874 1884 > [KW]
Wilson [ any companies ] 1884 1928 >
Wilson Hook & Ladder <1894
Wilson Red Hots 1884 [?] 1923 >
No. 2 Red Hots (1905)
Winston and [ any companies ] 1888 1923 >
Winston-
Salem
Winston Hook & Ladder <1896 1905 >
Winston Hose Reel Co. #1 1905 NCVFA proc

Winston

Red Hot




City Company Start Stop Notes
Winston Slater Hose & H&L #2
Source:

[DB] — Daniel Bartholf, History of Firefighting in New Bern, North Carolina — Colonial Days to the 21st Century, 2019
[ebf] — Early Black Firefighters in North Carolina by Chuck Milligan, https://legeros.com/history/ebf/

[KW] - Kaleigh M. Wagner research, 2019, https://legeros.com/history/wilmington/wilmington-fire-companies.pdf
e Various newspapers, noted above




