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Brief of

Adopted

Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:

Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Printed on : 04/02/2016 03:30:26 PM

Accident

09/19/1989

ATL88FA185B
File No. 1114 05/25/1988 RALEIGH ,NC Aircraft Reg No. N737GU Time (Local): 21:13 EDT

Cessna/172
Lycoming / O-320
Substantial
1
None
Business
Part 91: General Aviation

Same as Accident/Incident Location
PETERSBURG, VA
Off Airport/Airstrip

0 0 1
0 0 0

Night/Dark
Weather Observation Facility
Visual Conditions
None
15.00 SM
050 / 004 kts
12

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

A PIPER PA-28R (LEAD ACFT, N44018) & A CESSNA 172 (#2 ACFT, N737GU) WERE DEPARTING RALEIGH-DURHAM ARPT ON A FORMATION FLT TO PETERSBURG,
VA. THE CESSNA PLT (WINGMAN) RPRTD THAT DRG TAKEOFF & INITIAL CLIMB, THE LEAD ACFT BGN TO ACCELERATE AHEAD OF HIM. THE PIPER TURNED
SLIGHTLY RGT & LEVELED AT APRX 1500' AS THE WINGMAN TRIED TO REGAIN POSITION & KEEP THE LEAD ACFT IN SIGHT. THE WINGMAN RPRTD HE HAD
DIFFICULTY SEEING THE LEAD ACFT WITH CITY LIGHTS IN THE BACKGROUND. THE WINGMAN'S ACFT BEGAN 'BUILDING UP MOMENTUM' & HE TRIMMED TO LEVEL
OFF AT 1500'. AFTER THE FLT WAS CLEARED TO CONTACT DEPARTURE CONTROL, THE WINGMAN LOOKED AWAY TO LOCATE & CHANGE THE RADIO FREQ. AS HE WAS
CHANGING FREQS, HE LOST SIGHT OF THE LEAD ACFT. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE CESSNA CONVERGED WITH THE PIPER, BUT THE WINGMAN DID NOT SEE IT UNTIL
JUST BEFORE HIS PROP & NOSE GEAR HIT THE VERTICAL FIN & FUSELAGE OF THE PIPER. THE PIPER ENTERED AN UNCTLD DSCNT & CRASHED. THE CESSNA ENG
LOST POWER, BUT THE WINGMAN MADE A SUCCESSFUL FORCED LNDG ON RWY 32 WITH A FAILED NOSE GEAR.

39

Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Helicopter

Airplane; Helicopter

3662
155
159
481

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

giuv
Instrument Ratings



Brief of

 

ATL88FA185B
File No. 1114 05/25/1988 RALEIGH ,NC Aircraft Reg No. N737GU Time (Local): 21:13 EDT

Occurrence #1:         MIDAIR COLLISION
Phase of Operation:  CLIMB - TO CRUISE

Findings
    1.    (F) PREFLIGHT PLANNING/PREPARATION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
    2.    (F) PREFLIGHT PLANNING/PREPARATION - INADEQUATE - PILOT OF OTHER AIRCRAFT
    3.    (F) LIGHT CONDITION - DARK NIGHT
    4.    (C) VISUAL LOOKOUT - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
    5.    (F) DIVERTED ATTENTION - PILOT IN COMMAND
    6.    (F) FORMATION FLYING - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
    7.    (F) OVERCONFIDENCE IN PERSONAL ABILITY - PILOT IN COMMAND
    8.    (C) IN-FLIGHT PLANNING/DECISION - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - MECH FAILURE/MALF
Phase of Operation:  CLIMB - TO CRUISE
----------

Occurrence #3:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  LANDING
----------

Occurrence #4:         NOSE GEAR COLLAPSED
Phase of Operation:  OTHER

Findings
    9.    LANDING GEAR,NOSE GEAR - OVERLOAD

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

Accident (Continued)


