
National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, DC 20594

Brief of

Adopted

Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:

Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Printed on : 04/02/2016 03:29:30 PM

Accident

03/26/1990

ATL88FA233
File No. 1624 08/21/1988 PITTSBORO ,NC Aircraft Reg No. N4169W Time (Local): 04:00 EDT

Piper/PA-32-300
Lycoming / IO-540-K1A5
Destroyed
1
None
Personal
Part 91: General Aviation

N. MYRTLE BEACH, SC
CHAPEL HILL, NC
Off Airport/Airstrip

1 0 0
0 0 0

Night/Dark
Weather Observation Facility
Instrument Conditions
400 Ft. AGL, Broken
3.00 SM
230 / 004 kts
23

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

THE PLT HAD AN INSTRUMENT PLT ACCOMPANY HIM ON THE FLIGHT TO MYRTLE BEACH IN THE EVENT THE WX REQUIRED IFR FOR THE RETURN FLT. WHEN THEY
ARRIVED AT MYRTLE BEACH, THE PLT DECIDED THAT THEY WOULD REMAIN OVERNIGHT. AFTER VISITING SOME NIGHT SPOTS AND DOING SOME DRINKING, THE TWO
BECAME SEPARATED AND WENT THEIR OWN WAY. THE PLT DECIDED TO RETURN TO CHAPEL HILL. HE FLEW THE ROUTE AT 8,500 FEET. ARRIVING NEAR HIS
DESTINATION, HE CONTACTED RALEIGH/DURHAM (RDU) APCH CONT AND WAS CLEARED TO DESCEND AT PLT'S DISCRETION, BUT WAS TOLD TO MAINTAIN VFR.
SUBSEQUENTLY, THE AIRPLANE COLLIDED WITH TREES IN INSTRUMENT METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS IN A HIGH SPEED DESCENT. INDEPENDENTLY CONDUCTED
TOXICOLOGY TESTS INDICATED BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVELS OF 0.10% AND 0.071%. ON THE PILOT'S APPLICATION FOR A MEDICAL CERTIFICATE HE HAD DENIED ANY
RECORD OF TRAFFIC CONVICTIONS OR EXCESSIVE DRINKING HABITS. DURING THE INVESTIGATION IT WAS LEARNED THAT THE PILOT HAD BEEN CONVICTED FOR
DWI IN JUNE 1987 AND HAD HAD HIS DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENDED FOR 1 YEAR IN JANUARY 1988.
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Private; Single-engine Land

None

198
142
7
4

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

giuv
Instrument Ratings



Brief of

 

ATL88FA233
File No. 1624 08/21/1988 PITTSBORO ,NC Aircraft Reg No. N4169W Time (Local): 04:00 EDT

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT ENCOUNTER WITH WEATHER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - NORMAL

Findings
    1.    (C) JUDGMENT - POOR - PILOT IN COMMAND
    2.    (C) IMPAIRMENT(ALCOHOL) - PILOT IN COMMAND
    3.    (F) OVERCONFIDENCE IN PERSONAL ABILITY - PILOT IN COMMAND
    4.    (F) LIGHT CONDITION - DARK NIGHT
    5.    (F) WEATHER CONDITION - CLOUDS
    6.    (F) WEATHER CONDITION - LOW CEILING
    7.    (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
    8.    (C) VFR FLIGHT INTO IMC - CONTINUED - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - NORMAL

Findings
    9.    (C) AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
    10.    (C) SPATIAL DISORIENTATION - PILOT IN COMMAND
    11.    (F) LACK OF TOTAL INSTRUMENT TIME - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #3:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

Accident (Continued)


