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Accident

09/13/2005

ATL04FA107
File No. 18068 05/03/2004 Cary ,NC Aircraft Reg No. N91514 Time (Local): 15:20 EDT

Mooney/M20M
Lycoming / TIO-540
Substantial
1
None
Personal
Part 91: General Aviation

COLUMBIA, SC
RALEIGH/DURHAM, NC
Off Airport/Airstrip

1 0 0
1 0 0

Day
Weather Observation Facility
Instrument Conditions
900 Ft. AGL, Broken
0.05 SM
030 / 007 kts
11

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

Upon arriving at the destination airport, the flight was cleared for the ILS runway 5L approach. Since the pilot was not familiar with the
destination airport, the pilot requested and was given radar vectors. Approach control informed the pilot when established on the localizer
he was cleared for the ILS runway 5L approach.  After multiple attempts to land at the Raleigh-Durham Airport, approach control provided
the pilot with visual flight rules alternatives to the Greensboro and Winston-Salem Airports.  The pilot requested to attempt another
approach, and on the final attempt approach control lost radio and radar contact with the airplane.  At 1545 the Wake County rescue located
the downed airplane approximately 5-miles south of the Raleigh-Durham Airport in a small lake in an apartment complex. The debris from the
airplane sank in the water on the northwest side of the lake in approximately 8 feet of water.  Witnesses at the crash site reported seeing
the airplane come in at a shallow angle turned sideways. The airplane collided with trees and then the lake. Examination of the wreckage
site revealed freshly broken trees at the beginning of the wreckage path. Approximately 300 feet from the first broken tree there was
another tree with freshly broken branches, and a ground scar along the shoreline of a small lake. Examination of the inboard left wing
assembly revealed it was separated from at the mid-section of the wing and crush damaged. The post- accident examination of the airframe
and the engine assembly did not reveal any flight control anomalies.
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213
1272
UnK/Nr

Type of Flight Operation:
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giuv
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Brief of

 

ATL04FA107
File No. 18068 05/03/2004 Cary ,NC Aircraft Reg No. N91514 Time (Local): 15:20 EDT

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation:  APPROACH - IAF TO FAF/OUTER MARKER (IFR)

Findings
    1.    (F) WEATHER CONDITION - LOW CEILING
    2.    (C) AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
    3.    (C) SPATIAL DISORIENTATION - PILOT IN COMMAND
    4.    (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
----------

Occurrence #2:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
    5.    OBJECT - TREE(S)
    6.    TERRAIN CONDITION - WATER,FROZEN

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

Accident (Continued)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows:
The pilot experienced spatial disorientation, which resulted in a loss of control and the subsequent collision with trees. Factors were low
ceilings and fog.


