FIRE
TOURNAMENTS
COLLEGE
Pres. Charles D. 1888 1888
Benbow, Greensboro

Pres. Howard E.

Heartt, Durham By 1892, the annual
tournament featured
contests for steam

1892 engine, hand hook &

522 ladder, horse hook &

ladder, horse hose
members wagon, hand hose reel,
horse hose reel, and a
foot race.
Pres. James D.
McNeill, Fayetteville

629

members
Last steamer
contests, 1909

Pres. James D.
McNeill, Fayetteville
1,372
members
World 1916
War | Last horse-drawn

Pres. James H.
Wood, Asheville
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contests.

1920

Now motor and
hand apparatus
contests only.

1921
1,636 NCSFA obtains
motor hose car for
members
1 9 2 9 contest use, 1926.
Pres. Robert C.
Whitley, New Bemn
Annual Fire College
3" 760 attendance during
members the first decade
averaged 260,
including students,
staff, and guests.
1941
Pres. Donald A.
Shuford, Hickory |d
4,674 Wor Conference delayed one
members War |l month due to polio
Motor Races Only
B 1948
B 1949
Pres. Donald S.

Charles, Charotte

1952
7,642
members

Pres. Ed Glover,
Lumberton

1961
11,069
members

Pres. William F.
Hudson, Asheville

1971
14,308
members

Pres. Leo
Clayton, Canton

25,715
members

Pres. George
Cherry, Tarbaro

1991
38,845
members

Pres. leffrey
Cash, Cherryville

42,000+
members

Pres. Scott Alderman,
Piney Grove, Lewisville

50,000+
members

Pandemic
Pres. A. C. Rich Jr., RFD,

SHFD, NWFD, YFD

55,470
members
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Pump School
Added, 1953

Last Separate
Pump School,

1966

By the late 19605, fire-
fighter training in North
Carolina was expanding
with classes taught by the
Department of Insurance
and through the state
community college system.

During the 1980s, the Fire
College averaged 468
attendees, including
students, staff, and guests.

In its last decade, the Fire
College was held in Ashe-
ville, Charlotte, Dallas,
Fayettville, Gastonia,
Greensboro, Rocky Mount,
Raleigh, and Smithfield.

Last college
2002

Late week/
weekend
schedule

starts, 1981

CONFERENCES

1942

1944

1947

Format change, more

time for speakers, 1948

NCAFC meets
separately from
NCSFA, 1959

Convention now
called conference,
1960

Member FDs no
longer required
by law to send
delegates to
conference, 1965

First golf tournament,
1977 [?]

Format change,
some NCSFA &
NCAFC functions
combined, more
time for speakers,
classes, 1981

Includes first annual
state haz-mat
conference, 1999

Conference Renamed
SAFRE, 2009

Conference held in
conjunction with
FRI in Charlotte,
2017

2019

2021

1888 Greensbhoro

1889 Raleigh

1890 Charlotte
1891 Durham
1892 Asheville
1893 Wilmington
1894 Winston
1895 New Bern
1896 Salisbury
1897 Fayetteville
1898 Goldsboro
1899 Greensboro

1900 Wilmington
1901 Charlotte
1902 Raleigh
1903 Durham
1904 Salisbury
1905 Winston
1906 Asheville
1907 Wilmington
1908 Wilmington
1909 Asheville

1910 New Bern
1911 Charlotte
1912 Fayetteville
1913 Wilmington
1914 Winston-Salem
1915 New Bern
1916 Raleigh

1917 Morehead City

1918 Wrightsville Beach

1919 Asheville

1920 Fayetteville
1921 Gastonia
1922 Morehead City
1923 Durham

1924 High Point
1925 Asheville
1926 Morehead City
1927 Greensboro
1928 New Bern
1929 Hendersonville

1930 Morehead City
1931 Statesville
1932 Hamlet

1933 Salisbury
1934 Charlotte
1935 Wilmington
1936 Raleigh

1937 Greensboro
1938 New Bern
1939 Carolina Beach

1940 Salisbury
1941 Asheville
1942 Greensboro
1943 Cancelled
1944 Charlotte
1945 Cancelled
1946 Cancelled
1947 Morehead City
1948 Fayetteville
1949 Carolina Beach

1950 Hendersonville
1951 Carolina Beach
1952 Greensboro
1953 Carolina Beach
1954 Durham

1955 New Bern
1956 Raleigh

1957 Carolina Beach
1958 Lumberton
1959 Durham

1960 Carolina Beach
1961 Goldsboro
1962 Asheville

1963 Winston-Salem
1964 Morehead City
1965 Charlotte
1966 Carolina Beach
1967 Asheville

1968 Raleigh

1969 Winston-Salem

1970 Carolina Beach
1971 Durham

1972 Asheville

1973 Raleigh

1974 Wilmington
1975 New Bern
1976 Wilmington
1977 Winston-Salem
1978 Boone

1979 Asheville

1980 Wilmington
1981 Boone

1982 Greensboro
1983 Wilmington
1984 Winston-Salem
1985 Pinehurst
1986 Charlotte
1987 Greenville
1988 Asheville

1989 Fayetteville

1990 Winston-Salem
1991 Wilmington
1992 Durham

1993 New Bern
1994 Hickory

1995 Fayetteville
1996 Greensboro
1997 Asheville

1998 Winston-Salem
1999 Hickory

2000 Greensboro
2001 Greensboro
2002 Charlotte
2003 Charlotte
2004 Greensboro
2005 Greensboro
2006 Greensboro
2007 Winston-Salem
2008 Winston-Salem
2009 Raleigh

2010 Raleigh
2011 Raleigh
2012 Raleigh
2013 Raleigh
2014 Raleigh
2015 Raleigh
2016 Charlotte
2017 Charlotte
2018 Raleigh
2019 Raleigh

2020 Cancelled
2021 Raleigh

North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association

In the summer of 1887, three young fire chief were sitting in front of the Benbow Hotel in Greensboro: James McNeil, J.
Harper Elam, and Charles D. Benbow. They had just read an account of the newly organized New Jersey state firemen's

ORGANIZATION
& OTHER MILESTONES

First annual meeting, 1888

NCSFA Receives state
charter, 1889

1891

NC Fireman’s Relief fund

created

NC State Volunteer Firemen’s __
Association chartered

NC Department of
Insurance created, 1899

The NCSVFA was the state
assaciation of black firefighters and
comprised of members of seg-

regated black fire companies. Like
the NCSFA, the group also held
annual conventions and tourna-
ments for several decades.

First state fire marshal,
first state training program,
1914

Third Vice President briefly
added, 1920 and 1921

Firemen’s Insurance Fund
created, 1921

1925
By Laws Adopted,
Second Vice President ended

1929
Full-time secretary added,
Fire College started

NC Association of Fire Chiefs
created, annual meetings co-
located with NCSFA, 1932

NC Volunteer FD established,
1937

First suburban and rural fire
departments, 1940s

Business office moved to
Farmville, 1955

Fireman of Year award
created, 1957

Second Vice President
re-added, 1963

Firemen’s Pension Fund created,
1967

First scholarship program, 1973

NCSFA donates $50,000 collected
for new burn center, 1977

First FD rating improvements
with water hauling, 1979

NCSFA now 501(c)5
organization, 1980

Scholarships increased from
two to twelve, 1982

NC Fire Incident Reporting
System started, 1987

State fire prevention code, 1991

Toll-free phone line and
computer BBS added, 1990s

Staff expanded with full-time
communications helper, 2000

Farmuville office building
purchased, 2001

Business office relocated to
Raleigh, 2007

Staff expanded with full-time
event planner, 2008

Name Changed to North
Carolina Firefighters’
Association, 2016

Business office displaced after
major fire, 2017-2019

Remote work, remote meetings, and
conference cancellation, 2020

association, and suggested created a similar organization in North Carolina. A meeting was later held in the city, the first
officers were elected, and the NCSFA was born.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE NORTH

CAROLINA STATE FIREMEN'S
ASSOCIATION.

Be it Enacted by the Senale and House of Represcula-

tives in General Assemdly Convened:

Secriox 1. That C. D. Benbow, J. GG. Fowler, H. ]. &8
Elam, A. T. Boyd, C. F. Thomas, J. R. Donnell, Charles®
Whittington and S. D. Wilson, of Greensboro; J. D. &
McXNeill, of Fayetteville; J. I'. Thacher, W. F. Keith,
S. A. Sink, C. A. Shipes, F. H. Vogler, F. C. Meinung,

B. Enggiismssssaa, v =
H. Lumsden and F. Branan of [SNEREEs

of Winston-Salem: E.

of Durham; B. J. Swinson, of C§* AT

persons as are associated with th™

+
e aad than barakba: asa oo

Are Your Loved
Ones Protected 7

A POLICY 1IN THE FIREMEN'S
FRATERNAL INSURANCE
FUND WILL DO IT

OVER 23100 FIREMEN IN
NORTH CAROLINA HAVE
IT. WHY NOT YOU?

For Firemen Only
Agk Your Chief
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Grecnabore’s Tournament,
* The Richmond & Danville Railroad |
. have offered reduced rates and will
ial trains-to Greensboro dur-
ing occasion of the great fire-
men’s tournament, which takes ]:lm
Sept. 12 and 13. Trains will
here at 7.30 &. m., arriving at Greens
Sl boro at 11.15 and returning will leave

{7\, | Greensboro at 8.35 p. m.
\ the round trip is $3. There will be
band conteste, steam engine contests, | |
hook and ladder truck racing, hose
and reel racing, foot, bagand. s
wheelbarrow racing.
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e FRANE W, BENNETT. Chiefl Fire Depariosendt
Durkam, X,

FORD TRUC,

AND COMMIRCIAL CARS
FANBINGOIS » TENCEBWIET = BT PRRCH

OREDS 0 HONES LOST N TERRIFI FIRE

ver A Thousand People Believed To Be Homeless:
er Lumber Co. Plant-Razed Earlier in Day |
Fouinal

GEHHEE-D ﬁ_i?ﬁ i |
OF DISASTFR....

“..excellent results—very low cost”

WHTES AND _
ARE_ INCLUDED
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for speed of truck.

RULES GOVERNING MOTOR CONTEST AT FAYETTEVILLE
CONVENTION AND TOURNAMENT 1920.

Lule 1. Contest shall be to test the efficiency of the men, and not

Hule 2. Team shall consist of not more than 5 men, one of whom
shall be captain. Team to be sub-divided into 2 sub-teams, one for
the Hose contest and one for the Chemical contest. The Hose team
to congist of 1 wrenchman, 1 buttman,

brenker and 1 nozzleman—35 men. The Chemieal

2 laddermen and 1 elimber—3 men ; total, 8 men, |
Rule 2, Truck shall be furnished by the city

is fo be held. Same truck to be used by all team

MEANING THAT SPEED COUNTS HERE

1 slack-puller, 1 conpling-

Kinston, North Carolina |
Buys Mack Combination
Ladder Chemical Truck

19TH ARMUAL COMVENTION

S T, . WA 4

NORTH CAROLINA

STATE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

THE MORTH CARDLIMA

ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

Oﬂgt;te Firemen Here as
"Annual Fire College Opens

3| FOUNG WINSTON BANDITS
| DRAW LONG PRISON TERMS) ers Presenl as Aclive Three-
] Wlﬁ_l;ﬂi.—ll T May 8

| =4¥Fr—dohn Jepee, 34, mnd Curh bic-
«|diolehi. 23, belh of Winsan-Aalem,

Atlanta and Greeoville Obsery-

Day Program Begina

—
Appradeiisly 200 villive fiemen |
mitended the opening asaion af the

N. C. Firemen

KEETER IN SECOMD SPOT
FACE BATTLE WITH

INSURANCE COMPANILS

& } iPruteutinu

R. 0, BROADSTREET
IR,

Get Pension Pla

WARRLN, NIW PEESIDINT |
B &l

1994
CONFERENCE

Catawba County, Morth Carolina

August Znd through August Eth

THE NEW FIRE
CHIEF'S
INFORMATION
GUIDE

e

More Rural Fire

t|  Cities Bearing Burden
0f Fire Departments,
Seck County Support

=| Governsr Scott swmerted a1 a re-
cemt firemen's meeting that he

10=10
FAIRVIEW VOL FIRE DEPT

BURN CENTER

GROUND
BREAKING
$6000,000 Raised

For Hospital

$50,000 Donated By
State Firemen

Photo credits include Lee Wilson, Mike Legeros, Mike Legeros Collection, Laura Greene, Micah Bodford Collection, Andrew Messer Collection, SVI Trucks, Herald-Sun
Collection at Wilson Library, News & Observer, North Carolina State Archives, Wake Forest Historical Museum Collection, Hose & Nozzle Magazine, Cary FD, Fairview FD,

Salisbury FD, Wilson FD.




