Operated by Raleigh FD
with volunteer helpers
in the early years, their
primarily role was first
aid ond rescue.

Raleigh Emergency

Wake County EMS and Rescue Family Tree

By mid-1960s, Raleigh Rescue also
transported patients when ambul-
ances were unavailable. They also
provided medical transport services
to Raleigh FD and family members.

By 1975, Raleigh Rescue was doing
some 20 to 30 transport calls a
month, for reasons ranging from
“load and go” for high acuity calls,
if they arrived an ambulance, to
transporting any injured city emp-
loyee to the ER. These numbers
dropped considerably after Wake
County EMS was placed in service.

Rescue Squad

After 1976, RFD rescue units
started serving as back-up to
Woake County EMS ambulances.

Patient transports are
increasingly rare, and
service ends c. 2001

Renamed Eastern
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In 2021, Wake County EMS
assumed primary coverage
areas of Eastern Wake EMS
and Cary EMS and hired
employees of both agencies.
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Safety Act, 1966.

NC Ambulance
Services Act, 1967.

Creates EMT program,
BLS rules and staffing
requirements for
ambulances, etc.

Paramedic service in county
rescue squads started in
1987.

County-wide paramedic service was implemented in 1994.

In 2007, a system-wide numbering system was
implemented and all units were linked using
automatic vehicle locators (AVL).

During the 1990s, most of the volunteer rescue squads also
discontinued their technical rescue services, and the role was
assumed by the local fire departments.

completed the conversion to
exclusively operating 12-hour

shifts. The last 24-hour shift
concluded on January 31.

Learn more at legeros.com/history/ems

In May 2021, WCEMS became
the sole provider of EMS
services in the county.
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