
National Spinning Company – Washington – 1982 

From Facebook on September 7, 2021 

LODD history. On this date in 1982, September 8, four members of the National Spinning Company fire 

brigade in Washington (NC) died, after overcome with smoke, while trying to extinguish a 12:08 a.m. fire 

in a dyed yarn storage area. Washington and two other departments battled the blaze for four hours. It 

was later determined as caused by a faulty light fixture.  

Killed were Maintenance Worker James Harris, 26, Packing Operator Greg Lamm, 22, Supervisor Asa 

Squires, 39, and Machine Loader Jesse Woolard, 25. Here's the Raleigh newspaper story. Any Beaufort 

County readers with local clippings to share, with  more incident details?  

The fire was one of the deadliest fires in the state for firefighters, along with the four members of Shelby 

FD killed in gas explosion on May 25, 1979, and four members of the 145th Airlift Wing in Charlotte, 

killed when their USAF C-130 crashed in South Dakota, while fighting a wildland fire on July 1, 2012. 

 

 


