
John Ratledge – Elkin – 1956 

From Facebook, May 23, 2020 

Elkin volunteer fireman John E. Ratledge, 37, died of injuries sustained in the explosion of a service 

station on May 14, 1956. As the next day's Greensboro Daily News reported, the blast occurred at the 

service station that his father operated at the corner of Market Street and Gwyn Avenue. The blast 

occurred about 10:00 a.m., after Ratledge and fellow employee David Cooke had gone to the basement, 

to check the tank(s) that were being filled from a tanker. They found gasoline pouring onto the floor and 

were trying to "sweep out" the spilled gas with brooms with the explosion occurred. Subsequent 

reports--see second story, from unidentified newspaper--noted that there were two explosions. After 

the first, Ratledge escaped unharmed, but reentered to help Cooke, when a second explosion occurred. 

Said Fire Chief Ted Brown, "The first time Ratledge entered the basement he was acting like a service 

station man, but the second trip was as a fireman would act." Several store buildings on Main Street, 

which faced opposite from the service station, were heavily damaged. The blast blew out store fronts on 

both sides of the street. Ratledge died at 2:45 p.m. at Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital, just a couple 

hours after Cooke, who passed away at 12:20 a.m. He was buried on May 16, 1956, at Crestwood 

Memorial Park. His name is listed on the North Carolina Fallen Firefighters Memorial. 

 



 



 



 


