
Remembering
Jon Schondelmayer

Cary Fire Department/ 
Swift Creek Rural Volunteer Fire Department – North Carolina

Career Captain
Date of Death: December 18, 2013

Age: 44

J on Schondelmayer was 44 years old when 
he passed away on December  18, 

2013. He was an avid outdoorsman. 
His unique laugh will never be 
forgotten.

Jon was born and raised in 
White Cloud, Michigan. 
He was a captain for Cary 
Fire Department in Cary, 
North Carolina, and served 
as a firefighter for Swift 
Creek Fire Department in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, 
for over 19 years. He was 
also in the USMC 8th 
Marine Division.

During his years of military 
service he received the fol-
lowing awards:  Rifle Expert 
Badge x2, Pistol Expert Badge, 
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon 
x3, National Defense Service 
Medal, Southwest Asia Service 
Medal x4, Combat Action Ribbon, 
Kuwait Liberation Medal, Navy Unit 
Commendation, and Meritorious Mast. He 
served in Operation Desert Storm.

Jon Schondelmayer is survived by his son and daughter, 
Zayne and Alexis, and former wife of 19 years, Cindy 
Carleton.  

My favorite memory is when I was four years old and 
you took me fishing under a little bridge. I caught my 
first fish, a sunfish. Even though it was just a tiny little 
fish, it was my first one, and you helped me catch it. Now 
that you are gone, there is nothing to fill the hole in my 

heart. There was a lot more that I wanted you 
to teach me, and you should not have died 

the way that you did. I am sad that you 
are not around, but you will always 

have a special place in my heart.  
Love, Zayne.

My favorite memory is when 
you took me and Zayne to 
Frankie’s Fun Park. We 
played laser tag and went 
go-carting. You played 
a game inside with me 
called Fruit Ninja, and I 
would always win—prob-
ably because I had the app 
on my phone and practiced 
it a lot. You were a great 
father, and I love you very 

much.  I am going to miss 
going to Michigan and pick-

ing the morels that you and I 
collected, cooked, and ate. I will 

always remember you as my father 
and a great man. My dad was a great 

firefighter who had a big heart. I will 
always remember you and will always love 

you.  Love, Allie. 

Jon, you were taken away from us way too fast and way 
too young. We all have to hold onto the good times. The 
memory that I will cherish the most is when my father 
found out we got married by a justice of the peace and 
how mad he was. We ended up having a wedding a year 
later and many happy years together that brought us two 
beautiful children. The void in my heart aches beyond 
belief.  Love, Cindy

We love you always and forever.


