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Editorial 

EMILY H. KING 

Too many of the Christmas 
slogans and themes can readily 
be identified with the horrible 
reminder that fire too often 
happens directly related to the 
Christmas Season. The 
traditional red and green is 
beautiful , so long as the red is 
not provided by the red of the 
flames of a fire that might have 
been prevented, just as "Jingle 
bells" are merry, but not if 
accompanied by the clang of a 
fire bell to turn merrymaking 
into terror. 

It is especially important 
. during this season that children 
are not left alone, not even for 
the few minutes it takes to dash 
next door with a taste of a new 
Holiday confection or a last 
minute run to the shopping 
center for a last-minute gift or 
some extra wrapping paper. 
Planning and working ahead 
will prevent these last-minute 
deals that could result in 
catastrophe and truly make 
this Christmas one you would 
never forget. As the National 
Fire Protection Association so 
oflen says, "Fire never takes a 
Holiday!'' 

I know that it is repetitive, 
and sometimes tiresome to 
keep reminding everyone of the 
precautions they should take, 
but sometimes it takes a lot of 
repetition to "get the message 
through." When people are full 
of Holiday plans, it is hard for 
them to also keep their con
scious mind on the dangers of · 
the ever:present chance of fire. 
but. then is when they really 
need to be conscious of it, since 
the season provides so many 
ways · in which they could be 
attacked by fire that is not 
present at other times of the 
year. 

Remind them if using a 
natural tree, only fresh ones 
should be chosen, also, since 
none of the so-ealled fire
proofing treatments are fool
proof, it should be placed away 
from heat and out of the way of 
doorways 0,r stairs. The 
possibility of shock can be 

avoided with metal trees, if 
indirect lighting is used, all 
others should be lighted only 
with UL approved wiring 
fixtures, and if old sets are 
being re-used, they should be 
checked out first for frayed 
wires, loose connections, 
broken sockets and replaced 
wherever they are found. There 
are sets with built-in fuses , 
now, and these are strongly 
recommended. 

The best kinds of decorations 
are those made with asbestos, 
metal and glass, but be 
especially careful, if using 
candles that will be lighted, 
that you do not use an 
arrangement of polystyrene 
foam. Although wrappings 
should be disposed of promptly, 
do not burn them in your 
fireplace, if you are fortunate 
enough to have a cheery fire 
going. It would not be cheery 
long, were they to fall out, 
catch a drape or rug, or even 
clothing someone is wearing. 

A family escape plan, always 
important, is especially im
portant, and should be 
rehearsed with the whole 
family participating, several 
times prior to Christmas. If this 
puts a damper on the Yuletide 
spirit, just think what a damper 
a real fire would do, should an 
emergency occur, and no one 
was prepared. 

Matches and cigarette 
lighters should always be kept 
out of the reach of small 
children, but this is especially 
true at this time, and a time 
when we are likely to be 
careless, being engrossed in 
other activities, and ex
citement. If excitement and 
celebrating can make an adult 
forget, surely they cannot 
expect more from their small 
children. 

As for fireworks, you all 
know how I feel about the use of 
them in any form as a means of 
celebrating! Ffreworks 
displays in the hands of ex
perts, viewed at a distance is 
the only means or form of 
fireworks that I feel is safe for 
the pleasure of young and old. A 
burned child who has been · 
allowed to handle them, would' 
quickly dispel any pleasure 
anyone might have gotten out 
of using them. 

I hope all these warnings will 
not take away, but give hap
piness, by allowing the 
pleasure of the Christmas 
Season to be unmarred by a fire 
that might have been 
prevented, especially the 
firefighters who have to leave 
their homes during the Holiday 
time to fight a fire when others 

T ARHEEL FIREFIGHTER DECEMBER, 197 

Griffith Chosen 
''Fireman Of Year'' 

Clemmons - As far as 
Thurmond Griffith of South 
Fork was concerned he was 
just one of over 500 fire fighters 
and guests attending the annual 
Forsyth County Volunteer 
Firemen Association banquet, 
held on Saturday Nov. 16. Much 
lo his surprise the Association 
recognized him during the 
banquet as the "fireman of the 
year." 

"I had not U:e least idea of all 

are careless enough to allow 
one that might have been 
avoided with proper 
precautions. 

Yours for a Merry, Fire-safe 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 

I ,;:. :II' / ~ ~,, 
F.mily ~- KinJ 1 

that I was going to win," 
Griffith said still shocked over 
having been honored. There are 
approximately 800 volunteer 
firemen in Forsyth County that 
each of the Volunteer Depart
ments can select from. Each of 
the 19 departments nominates 
one man from their ranks to be 
judged for the honors. 

Griffith was awarded two 
trophies, one passes on to next 
years winner and the other he 
keeps. He also received a $25 
savings bond contributed by 
Dixie Insurance Company. 

He has 23 years service with 
the county volunteer fire 
departments. Starting in 1952 
he served with the Clemmons 
VFD until 1964 when he joined 
the South Fork VFD. 

Forsyth County Fire Mar
shall E. Reece Baugess noted, 
"The selection of Mr. Griffith 
was certainly a good choice by 
the committee. Mr. Griffith has 
been a pillar of the South Fork 
Volunteer Fire Department." 

Baugess said the nominees 

Firemen Forming 
Speakers Bureau 

Statesville - Capt. H. T. Link 
of the Statesville Fire 

22 Ff ref fghters 

Complete Course 

Manteo - The Kitty Hawk 
Volunteer Fire-District 
training officer, Rodney W . 
Midgett, reported that 22 
volunteer fire fighters received 
their certificates for com
pletion of a seven week's 
training course which was 
given at the Kitty Hawk School 
during October and November. 

All the volunteer firemen 
express their appreciation to 
Mr. Bailey Sawyer, training 
officer of the Camden Volun
teer Fire-District, a certified 
instructor for the Department 
of Community Colleges, for the 
excellent job of presenting the 
court on "Introduction to Fire 
J,'ighting." 

Elect 
Officers 

Garner - The Garner 
Volunteer Fire Department 
reelected B. R. Poole, Jr. as 
chief for another year recently. 

Re-elected assistant rural 
chief was Alex Umstead and re
elected assistant town chief 
was Phil Mitchell. 

Richard Gulley was elected 
president; Allen Hodge was 
elected vice president; Ronnie 
Williams was elected 
secretary; Umstead was 
elected treasurer; and 
Lawrence Ford, Horace 
Barrow and Bennie Bozart 
were elected to be board 
members. 

Department's Fire Prevention 
Bureau has announced for
mation of a Speakers Bureau. 

Capt. Link said structure 
fires, regardless of cause, \ea'lfe 
a direct loss to owners, and an 
indirect loss to an entire 
community. 

"Such losses are bad, but 
when caused by fires classed as 

Cont.poge3 

Eastwood 
Firemen 
Organize 
Carthage - A new fire 

department is being organized,_ 
at Eastwood and when it is 
completed, there will be 14 
departments in the county. 

Joe Adams, county fire 
marshal, says a site for con- . 
struction of a fire house is 
located near the Culdee 
Presbyterian Church Manse. 

Just this week the Eastwood 
unit received a generous gift 
from a donor to help with 
formation of the new depart
ment. 

Eastwood has a tanker for 
hauling water, but it is hoped 
that soon a pump can be pur
chased. 

No date has been set as to 
when construction of the fire 
house will get started. 

There's much interest in the 
Eastwood section for the for
mation of such a unit. 

Adams said the public gave 
excellent support to the flea 
market held by the West End
Eastwood fire units a few 
weeks ago_. . , 1 .. " ...... -.,r •1 

for the awards were judged , 
their attendance of meetin 
and fire calls, their cooperati, 
in various programs, thE 
willingness to take on nig 
duty and special assignmenl 
extra training, leadersh 
ability, and participation 
county wide ,\fFD program 

Griffith has served four yea 
as chairman of the South Fo 
VFD. 

Reared on South Pea1 
Haven Road in Clemmons, he 
married and has two childr1 
and two grandchildren. Griffi 
pointed out that one of tJ 
grandchildren attending ti 
banquet was as thrilled abo 
the award as he was. 

Fire 
Protectio1 
Networ~ 

Urged 
WASHINGTON - Leade 

from five Beaufort Coun 
communities were urged 
lead efforts to organize rw 
volunteer fire departments 
their areas to complete 
network of fire protection f 
their people and the 

Cont.pa.-3 

AttendancE 
Is Good 
At School 

Wayne County - More th 
250 firemen and rescuem 
attended the opening session 
Wayne County's first anm 
joint Fire and Rescue School 
Wayne County Court}lou 
recently. 

Training sessions under t 
entire staff of the N. 
Insurance Department's Fi 
and Rescue Training Divisi 
continued nightly for seve1 
days. 

An LP gas fire demonstrati 
was held one night at t 
Goldsboro Fire Departmen 
training grounds on U.S. i 
south of Goldsboro. Hom 
donated by a local bank WE 
burned in firegroun 
demonstrations near t 
Aycock Birthplace at Fremo 

Classroom sessions in c« 
junction with the firegrollli 
training included firemanstl 
officers training, LP gas f 
ladders, forceable entry a 
ventilation and rescue. 

Wayne Fire Marshal q 
Ray Coley said more than l 
firemen and 40 rescuem 
attended classes. 

It is the first time Wa 
County has held a joint fire ~ 
rescue school and the first tii 
the entire state training s 
has conducted it here. 

More than 1,000 firemen ~ 
rescue personnel from Waj 
were eligible to attend. 

• , .• ~ ! ~ } ·' ·' ' , ' ' 
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Network Urged 
from page 1 

property" in a meeting in 
Washington recently. 

Sponsored by the Community 
Development Council of the 
Washington Chamber of 
Commerce, the meeting 
pointed up the fact that a Fire 
Study, conducted in 1970, 
showed that 12 fire depart· 
ments were needed in 
Beaufort County to 
"begin to provide adequate fire 
protection." 

Seven departments are now 
in operation and departments 
are needed at Cox Crossroads, 
Old Ford, Douglas Crossroads, 
Yeatesville, and Winsteadville. 

James H. Woodhouse, 
Chairman of the Community 
Development Council, presided 
at the meeting. 

In attendance from Cox 
Crossroads were William B. 
Mason and H. S. Long. From 
Old Ford were M. C. Gautier 
and Marvin Carraway, from 

Douglas Crossroads, were Jack 
Douglas, Beverly Sheppard, 
and Brownie Meekins, from 
Yeatesville, John Tanka rd 
Jones, and William Tankard, 
a nd from Winsteadville, 
-Charles Smith, John Hoff and 
John F. Sparrow. 

Attending the meeting as 
consultants were Gene 
Alligood, County Fire Marshal, 
and Anthony Abeyounis, 
Washington Fire Chief. 

Each of the communities was 
presented a copy of the county 
fire study which outlines ways 
and means · to establish 
volunteer fire departments. 

Woodhouse pledged the help 
of the Washington Chamber of 
Commerce in helping to get the 
fire departments organized and 
operational. 

In attendance from the 
Community Development 
Council of the Chamber of 
Commerce, with Woodhouse, 
were Calvin Pittman, Jack H. 
Webb, Mrs. Pat Cox, and Nick 
Riccairdi. 

Page 3 

firemen form 
from page 1 

preventable, the loss is even 
more tragic," he added. 

According to Capt. Link, the 
Speaker's Bureau was formed 
with the belief that people wish 
to be more fire-safe in their 
everyday lives. 

Capt. Link and Inspectors 
Jeff Coggins, Vance Carson and 
Sanford Sain are now available 
for meetings and any 
gatherings of public-spirited 
groups. 

Subjects available are: home 
fire safety, home fire alarms, 
fire extinguishers and home 
fire escape plans. Each subject 
has both visual aids and written 
material designed to offer an 
understanding of both the 
problem and its solution. 

Capt. Link may be contacted 
al the Statesville Fire 
Department weekdays during 
office hours, or an appointment 
may be made by calling 873-
8511. 

· KMVFD , Elects Officers MACOMSON 
MACHINE 

co. Kings Mountain - Kings 
Mountain volunteer firemen 
elected officers for the coming 
year. 

They are Bud Ware, assistant 
chief; Charles Houser , captain; 
Bill Ware, lieutenant; and John 
White, secretary. 

PHONE 487-6961 
1009 Buffalo 
Shelby. N.C. 

Five Persons Escape Injury· 
In House Fire 

FIRE IN SAWDUST BIN 
~_:...i,...JW'~~~ -T- pumper tl'Vdw and the Gel'lal ladder 

truck of the Newton Fire Department were dispatched to 
Bassett Furniture Plant No. 2 recently when a fire was 
discovered in the sawdust silo. According to depart• 
mental personnel, the fire started in the dome at the top 
of the silo and that the damage was caused more by 
water than fire. The fire was confined to the silo very 
quickly by the firemen. 
Newton Observer-News-Enterprise Photo 

Woman Rescues Man 
• 

From Apartment Fire 

Lexington - A Lexington. 
man seriously burned in a 
recent fire was saved by a 
woman who entered his 
apartment when she heard his 
screams. 

. Rescued by Mrs. Maggie 
'Chambers was James Richard 
Chambers, 23, listed in serious 
condition p.t Baptist Hospital, 

.. Winston-8alem. 

when the fire started. 
His father , Choice Henry 

. Chambers, was slightly injured 
in the blaze. 

The elder Chambers is blind 
and fell in the bathroom while 
searching for a way out. 

Mrs. Maggie Chambers said 
she was awakened by the 
smoke. She heard Chambers 
screaming, went into the 
apartment and pulled him out. 

Allllmlle - 1be five OC· 

cupants of the Harvey W. 
Bradford home at 145 West
wood Place in West Asheville 
escaped unharmed recently 
from a fire at their home. 

Two units of the Asheville 
Fire Department kept the fire 
from doing more than ex
tensive smoke and heat 
damage to the downstairs 
rooms of the two-story frame 
house. 

Assistant Fire Chief Lloyd E . 
Williams said the five escaped 
after the fire broke in the dining 
room shortly after 9 a .m. The 
cause of the fire is under in
vestigation. 

Marlow 
Furniture 
Company 

Telephone 327-9000 
P. O . Box637 

Hickory, North Caro lina 

Firemen said Chambers was 
asleep in Club Apartments MANTEO MOTORS, INC. 

A.I. 
Whitley, Inc. 

Painting & Wallpaper Contractors 
2 LOCATIONS 

1311 W. 14th St. 

Phone 752- 71 31 

GREENVILLE, N.C. 
121 Grace St ., 

WILMINGTON. N.C. 

"We Have It - Can Get It - Or It Isn't Made" 
Amo/d To/son, Pres. - Bobby To/son, llep. 
MARKO BOATS - CONNER MOBILE HOMES 

MERCURY OUTBOARD BOATS & TRAILERS 
Va. Dare Rd. - Manteo, N. C. - Call 473-2626 

PA LTI_j M. BOST 
TRUCKING 

INCORPO RATED 
ROUTE 2, BOX 46 . ROCKWELL, NORTH CAROLINA 

Firemen were on the scene 
for an hour and 26 minutes. 

WILSON 
Petroleum 

Company, Inc. 

Phone237-3101 -P.O.Box 121 
422 Spring Street 

WILSON, N. C. 

Heart Of WIison 
Motor Inn 

52ROOMS 
PRIVATE FACILITIES 

RESTAURANT ADJOINING 
HEAT & AIR CONDITION 

ROOM CONTROL 
ROOM PHONE 

TV SWIMMING POOL 
"Meet Me At The Heart Of 

WILSON MOTOR INN" 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

Dial 237-3125 
501 W.Nash 
WILSON, N.C. 

SOUTH RIVER ELECTRIC 
MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION 

Phone 892-2158 701 East Broad St . 
DUNN, NORTH CAROLINA 

CRUSADER CORp()RAT1ON 
P .0 . Box 1488 • Solisbury, N.C. 28144 

- Also-
UNITED FIRE SAFOY CO. (Raleigh, N.C.) 

"First In Home Fire Wiring Systems ... " 

AMERICAL 
CORPORATION 

HENDERSON, 

NORTH CAROLINA 

I , · •I t1 

-

.,_ 

-

J 1 



-

Poge4 T ARHEEL FIREFIGHTER DECEMBER, 197 4 

Fire Destroys Belk Store In Goldsboro 

Goldsboro - A fire ap
parently caused by a faulty 
electrical wiring destroyed the 
three-story Belk-Tyler 
Department ~tore in downtown 
Goldsboro recently and 
threatened other nj!arby 
buildings. 

By early evening four 
firemen had been injured 
battling the fire. 

The fire began at about 4:30 
p.m. on the third floor of the 
store and the flames ate their 
way into the lower floors as 
firemen fought the blaze into 
the night. 

Employes and customers of 
Goldsboro's largest depart
ment stores were evacuated 
when the fire was first 
discovered. Early reports that 
,omeone had been trapped in 
.ne store's elevator when 
electrical power was cut off 

LOWE'S 

OIL & SERVICE 

EXXON DISTRIBUTORS 

Poul F. Jones-Phone 735-8301 
LINCOLNTON, N.C. 

THE 
CARLETON HOUSE 

MOTOR LODGE 
& REST AURA NT 

Catering To 
PARTIES & CONVENTIONS 

Commercial Rotes 

Dial 442-1166 
Junction Hwy. 301-A & 64 

ROCKY MOUNT, N. C. 

proved false - when firemen 
used axes to enter the elevator. 

After fighting the fire for 
about two hours, firemen 
thought they had brought it 
under control, but the flames 
broke out again on the north 
side of the building and ap
peared certain to gut the 
building. 

Goldsboro Police Chief. C. M. 
Gilstrap said he was told by 
firemen that electricians 
working on the top floor of the 
department store discovered 
the blaze, which they said 
apparently had been 
smoldering for some time. 

Fire Chief Willard Herring 
said that the six-story Borden 
Building on the west side of the 
department store was in 
danger of catching fire despite 
a fire wall between the 
structures. 

Herring said that small 
businesses in the block 
surrounding the fire, including 
a barber shop, a dress shop, a 
cafe and a drug store would 
suffer extensive water damage. 

Large sections of the 
department store's walls were 
collapsing into the street as the 
fire raged out of control at 
about 9 p.m. Firemen, who said 
they expected the second floor 
of the building to collapse from 
the weight of the fallen debris 
and accumulated water, were 
concentrating on keeping the 

THE PEOPLE'S 
DRUGSTORE 

(632-2271) 
and 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
DRUGS 

(632-2278) 
TAYLORSVILLE, N. C. 

WARSAW BLOCK COMPANY 
MANUFACTURES OF STEAM CURED BUILDING BLOCKS . 

SEPTIC TANKS 
Phone 293-7844 • P. 0. Box 665 

West Hill Street Warsaw, North Carolina 

UNKIN BROTHERS COMPANY 
Telephone 483-1478 P. 0. Box 876 - Fayetteville, N. C. 

SineeI905 
the concern for the financial needs of 
the citizens of the Raleigh area has 

been our business. 

► Raleigh Savings 
For over 65 years, we have been placing the key for' that new home 
into the hands of thousands of families. Come in and tell us about 
your plans. then let us open the door to better living for you. 

Offices ore located in downtown Raleigh, Cameron Village, Crab-
tree Valley North Hills, Apex, Benson, Cory, Clayton, Fuquay and 

,Vakina 

A Kinston fireman atop on aerial ladder truck directs water onto the billowing flames. · 

inferno . from spreading 
throughout the block. 

E. A. Hunter, manager of the 
Belk-Tyler store, couldn't be 
reached that night, but S. H. 
Hocutt, a former manager, said . 
the destruction of the 60,000-
square-foot building meant a 
"total disaster." 

RALPH'S 

BARBECUE, OYSTER 
AND CATERING 

SERVICE 

1401 Woodruff Street 
WELDON, N. C. 

No official damage estimate 
was available at that time, but 
one fire official said the 
damage to the store, which was 
stocked with merchandise in 
anticipation of the Christmas 
Shopping season, would exceed 
a million dollars. 

Every fireman in Wayne 
County and some from ad
jacent Lenoir and Wilson 

SMITH PAINT 
& BODY SHOP 

Complete Wrecker Service 
AUTO STORAGE 
AAA MEMBER 

Bill Smith, owner 
Phone 425-7000 
HOPE MILLS, N.C. 

ICI UNITED STATES, INC. 
Telephone 375-7336 

P. 0. Box 1268 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

BRYAN WHOLESALE CO., INC. 

Schlitz, Old Milwaukee 
Schlitz Molt Liquor 

New Bern, North Carolina 

" •, .................... ....... ... ......... .. •. --. .. .. •. -;• .. -.. ,.~•.•.•. 

counties and all available 
equipment were sent to the 
scene. A ladder truck from 
Kinston had to be removed 
from the scene when it 
overheated and the Goldsboro 
ladder truck was moved away 
from the building when the 
walls of the building threatened 
to topple on it. 

With electrical power shut off 
in a large portion of the 
downtown area of Goldsboro, 
about 50 city policemen and 
highway patrolmen were put on 
duty to guard against looting 
and to control a crowd of about 
1,000 people that had gathered 
to watch the roaring inferno. 

The fire sent flames shooting 
at least 50 feet into the air over 
the building, filling the sky with 
smoke .. 

Lemuel Bartlett, captain of 
the rural Belfast Fire 

Cont.page5 

Z's PIZZERIA 
Henry J. Zangrll/1 Owner 

Eat In or Take Out 
Discounts To Social Civic 

& Church Events 
3 Locations In 

Fayetteville, N.C. 
5450 Yadkin Rd'., 867-8169 
2107 Ramsey St., 488-5446 

also Z's LITTLE ITALY 
Italian Cuisine • Steaks 
Seafood & Sandwiches 

5480 Yadkin Rd., 867-6684 
I ( ,1 
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ECEMBER, 1974 

Fire Destroys 
frompa .. 4 

Department, told reporters 
that the smoke inside the 
building was so intense firemen 
could remain for only short 
periods. 

"There was a lot of smoke up 
on the third floor and we had to 

ull out," Bartlett said. 

Among the injured firemen 
were Monroe Lanier, who hurt 
his foot while climbing a lad
der, and Wayne Aycock, who 
was overcome by smoke. 

The names of the other in
jured firemen were not 
available Wednesday night, but 
none of the injuries was 
reported to be serious enough to 
require hospitalization. 

The downtown store was 
Belk-Tyler's only store in 
Goldsboro. The firm has plans 
to build another store in the 
New Berkeley Mall shopping 
center under construction on 
the city's northeast side, but 
completion of the shopping 
center is at least a year away. 

T ARHEEL FIREFIGHTER 

TIRED FIREMAN - Lt. Kirby Dudley, Goldsboro fireman, 
takes a breather beside the car of Fire Chief Willard 
Herring as Asst. Chief Aaron Eason directs operations at 
the fire via radio from has command post. 
Goldsboro News-Argus Photos 

BURGAW - Brush fires seem to be keeping the Burgaw Volunteer firemen busy. This one 
occurred along the Seaboard Coastline tracks. This fire was extinguished before it 
reached the wooded area. The firemen used the new mini pumper. Other fires recently 
included a fire caused from overheated grease on a stove, and a car catching fire. Both 
were minor. Burgaw Pender Chronicle Photo 

Wiring Causes Blazes In Area Doug's Auto & 
Machine Shop 

VOLKSWAGEN SERVICED 
& CHRYSLER PRODUCTS 
Doug Pritchard, owner 

Elbabetb City The 
Elizabeth City Fire Depart
ment responded recently at 
10:58a.m. to a call from George 
W. Sawyer Jr., of 404 W. Church 
St. 

Personnel arriving found the 
blaze in the outside wall and 
upstairs back bedroom. 
Department personnel 
reported considerable damage, 
although exact estimates were 
unavailable. 

The department reported no 

Lightning 

Causes Fire 
Enocbville - Lightning 

caused a house fire on camp
bell Avenue in Enochville 
recently. 

The residence of R. 0. 
Upright was slightly damaged 
when lightning started a fire 
under the house. 

Enochville fire chief Dallas 
Campbell said the floor and 
wiring were damaged. 

Firemen were on the scene 
for an hour. 

one was at home at the time the 
fire started. Probable cause 
was thought to be an electrical 
short circuit. 

The department also 
responded at 7:04 p.m. to a call 
to 305 Speed St., home of Ethel 
Joyner. On arrival, firemen 
found the blaze extinguished. A 
short circuit was blamed for 
the blaze. 

Call 335,7059 Rt. 3 
ELIZABETH CITY, N. C. 

Comp//ments of 

-llTTLE RIVER 
ICE CO. 

REVEL'S 
TRACTOR 
CO., INC. 

Phone 496-341 O 
Box 337 

LOUISBURG, N.C. 

CALL 552-5697 
Hwy. 401-N 

Fuquay-Varina , N.C. 

W. F. MICKEY BODY CO., INC. 
Mickey Truck Bodies 

1505 Bethel Drive 
High Point, North Carolina 

ti : ... , . .-............ . .. 
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·Piney Creek 

Gets New 

Fire Truck 

Piney Creek - The Piney 
Creek Volunteer Fire Depart
ment has acquired a fire truck 
for their department. 

The truck, a 1955 Ford, is well 
equipped for fire-fighting 
purposes. It has two booster 
reels, outlets for 1 1-2 and 2 1-2 

Firemen 

Elect 

Officers 

Goldsboro - The Hopewell 
Volunteer Fire Department has 
selected a slate of officers for 
1975 with Roland M. Gray re
elected chief and James E. 
Smith elected president. 

William E. Edwards and 
Jesse R. Gray were re-elected 
assistant chiefs and Ralph 

· Overman was re~lected traffic 
captain. 

Gary Manning was elected 
training officer for the 
department. 

Other officers include Gerold 
Gurley, vice-president; Jacob 
Edwards, secretary-treasurer; 
and T. C. West, chaplain. 

Edward Smith, John A. Gay 
and William M. Gray were re
elected to the Firemen's Relief 
Fund with Gray as secretary
treasurer. 

L. A. SIMPSON 
MACHINE CO. 

MACHINE SHOP 
Production Machine Work 
N.C. Milling & lathe Work 

Grinding.Welding-Assembly 
PHONE 283-1593 

Old Charlotte Hwy. 
MONROE, N. C. 

inch hoses, two hundred and 
fifty feet of hose. The truck 
hauls a 500 gallon tank which 
can be refilled quickly with 
minimum effort. There are two 
ladders on the truck, one thirty 
foot extension ladder and one 
roof ladder. 

In addition, the truck has all 
lights, a siren and a public 
address system. 

It was purchased from the 
Troutman Fire Department of 
Troutman, at a cost of five 
thousand dollars. 

With renovation of a county 
building near the Piney Creek 
School as firehouse, the truck is 
a welcome addition to the 
newly created fire department 
in the community. 

PLEASANT 
GARDEN 

HARDWARE 

Main Street 
CALL 6 7 4-077 4 

Pleasant Garden, N.C. 

_._ __________ _ 

Wilmington, N. C. 

ROBINS SHOES 
Thruway Shopping Center 

"Fash/on Shoes & Bogs For Ladies" 
Maurice King - Owner 

DIAL 724-3694 Winston-Salem. N.C. 

Piedmont Ford Truck 
Sales Inc. 

HEAVY DUTY GAS & DIESEL 
-SALES-SERVICE-PARTS 

Call long Distance ... 
PHONE 668-2401 Greensboro, N.C. Hwy. 68 At Interstate 40 

Compliments of a friend 
High Point, N. C. 

Greensboro, N.C. 
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Fire Safety Target Of 4-H, 
County Fire Dept. Sessions 

Beaufort County In 
November, fire safety 
programs designed specifically 
for young people took place 
throughout the county. 

They aimed at providing 
fifth and sixth graders with 
some insight into the causes of · 
fires, the dangers of fatalities, 
and methods of fire ex
tinguishing. 

" If we can instill some 
concept of fire prevention in a 
young person's mind, he 'll 
remember it for a long time," 

5 tancil Oil 
& Tire Co. 

A mericon Heating Oil , 
Blown Insulation & 
Air Conditioning 

Window & Central 
Coll 965-2372 

thfield & Selma, N.C. Smi 

s toney-Klst ler 
Insurance 

Agency 
All Forms 

Of Insurance 
All Claims Handled 

Personally& 
Promptly 

Ph. 437-1714 
301 N. Sterling St. 
MORGANTON, N.C. 

L 
B & B1 

UMBER · 
co. 

n 
Sup plying The Furniture 

Mfg. Industry With 
Hig h Quality Hardwoods 

Call 524-4549 
Route 1 

FRANKLIN, N.C. 

said Ron Grainger, a 4-H 
coordinator and one of the fire 
safety program's leaders. 

The one and a half hour 
sessions included the 4-H clubs 
in Beaufort County plus various 
county and city fire depart
ments. At least a half dozen fire 
departments held sessions. 
Firefighters served as in
structors. 

Participants included the 
Richland Volunteer Fire Dept., 
the Pinetown Volunteer Dept., 
the Bath Volunteer, and the 
Chocowinity Volunteer , 
Belhaven, and Washington Fire 
Departments. 

Grainger said each session 
centered around four specific 
topics. 

First, "The Chemistry of 
Economic Fire" acquainted 
students with three essential 
elements which make the fire 
triangle - fuel, heat, and 
oxygen. A fire safety demon
stration kit was used to em
phasize the nature of fire. 

The second session con
cerned a working knowledge of 
a fire extinguisher. Students 
actually practiced fire ex
tinguisher use under the 
supervisjon of instructors. 

Identification of common fire 
hazards was the topic of the 
third session. Students were 
challenged to recognize ob-

IDEAL OIL 
CO., INC. 

• She// Products• 
Prompt & Courteous Service 

All Shell Motor Oils 
PHONE 934-8121 

511 Truck Ln. 
Smithfield, N.C. 

R. W. 
Vanderpool 

"Over 22 Years Experience" 
General Contractor 

• Planning Service 
• All Workmen Insured 
• All Work Guaranteed 
• No Job Too Small 
• Financing Advice Available 

Free Estimates 243-3808 
611 Granger Street 

WILSON, N.C. 

CAROLINA TRUCK 
& TRAILER 

OF 
CHARLOTIE, INC. 

DIAL 596-0211 STATESVILLE ROAD 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 

McGRAW-EDISON COMPANY 
Time Products Division 

~ MAKE~ l•J 
~ PRODUCTS 

S.rvlng America Yesterday. Today And Tomorrow With Products 
On Which We Are Proud To Put The Nome INGRAHAM. 

Laurel Hill Church Rood, Post Office Box 1639 
(9 I 9) 276-3101 Laurinburg, North Coro lino 28352 

SAFETY TIPS - A Chocowinity volunteer firefighter explains fire dangers to a crowd of fif- · 
th and sixth graders. More than six 4-H and county fire deportment safety sessions were 
held. 4-H coordinator Ron Grainger said an overage of 40 school students turned out for 
the early evening gatherings. One held in Aurora was so successful, another followed 
two days later. Fifth and sixth graders were chosen for the program, already proven 
highly successful in Pitt County, because the young people ore porticulory responsive and 
inquisitive. 
Washington Doily News Photo 

scure, but deadly fire hazards 
in their homes a nd com
mW1lties. Common home fire 
hazards were identified with 
the use of a fire safety kit. 

Students were told of home 
escape plans in the fourth 
session. The pre-arranged 
escape routes were examined 
and students were encouraged 
to . develop their own escape 
plans for their homes. 
Instructors used a detailed flip 
chart to show efficient escapes. 

All of the sessions were 
followed by a film concerning 
fire safety. 

Grainger said the fire station 
setting for the lectures should 
enhance enthusiastic 
cooperation among students. 
Also, students can become 
familiar with the operations of 
fire houses. 

Fifth and sixth graders were 
selected for the program, 
Grainger said, because they 
are felt to be at a particularly 
responsive and inquisitive 
stage. 

H. C.COBB 
GARAGE 

Complete Repair S.rvlce 
Portable Welding Service 
24 Hr. Wrecker Service 

Dial 238-3236 
If No Answer 238-1611 

SARATOGA. N.C. 

A similar fire safety program 
in Pitt County was found to 
have been highly successful. 
Grainger said fire department 
response has been "tremen
dous." 

"They've been more 'than 
willing to give their time to the 
program." 

TONY ABEYOUNIS 
WASHINGTON CHIEF 

MAJOR GARRIS 
BATH CHIEF 

BUCKNER PLUMBING & HEATING CO. 
Plumbing & Heating Controctors 

Commercial - Industrial - Residential 
PHONE 652-6210 (24 Hr. Service 724-4450) 

Hwy. 70 West Morion, N.C. 

CHARLES HICKMON 
CHOCOWINITY CHIEF 

MALCOLM ROWE 
RICHLAND CHIEF 

'· ~J~~ \.,_. 

LEROY TETTERTON 
PINETOWN CHIEF 

Washington Doily News 
Photos , 
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Clarence Puryear was 
'a born firefighter' 

From the 
Raleigh Times 

By CHRIS SHERMAN 
Times staff writer 

Raleigh - After 32 years in 
the ranks fighting fires and 
then around a desk working out 
plans for new stations, new 
trucks and new men, Clarence 
R. Puryear rose to be chief for 
little more than a year. 

Puryear died recently of a 
heart attack. He was 55. 

Several weeks before his 
death, he reflected in an in• 
terview that the job was hard 
and strenuous. 

Raleigh Firefighters 
Association, said the 
unrecognized union worked 
well informally with Puryear. 

"He wanted to give the 
people of Raleigh the best fire 
protection he could and still 
give the employes all the 
consideration he could," Perry 
said. Throughout his career he 
had kept track of pensions and 
insurance. 

The chief was particularly 
sensitive to the strain on 
families of scheduling the 24-
hour duty shifts. 

He listened to the rank and 
file, and also was the first chief 
to have a civilian assistant on 
his staff. 

For most of his career, he 
would have been at fire scenes, 
on the trucks and later in the 
r~ car. His wife called him a 
"born firefighter." 

Harold Stone, a young 
fireman, agreed that Puryear's 
dedication was apparent when 
the chief interviewed him 
before he joined the depart
ment in August. 

Stone's brother-in-law was a 

fireman for five years and was 
electrocuted last year painting 
a house. He knew that 
firefighting is "a life with you, 
to help people save people." 

"That's what he (Puryear) 
wanted to know, when he talked 
with him. 'You've got to make 
it your life and perform as a 
team. If you don't, somebody 
could get killed.' 

"It's hard to believe how 
great it is. There's not a finer 
occupation than being a 
Raleigh fireman," Stone said. 

Funeral services were at 
Longview Baptist Church. 
Burial, with Masonic rites, was 
at Montlawn Memorial Park. 

Surviving are his wife, Hazel 
D. Puryear; three sons, C. R. 
(Rudy) Jr., James D. and 
Booby L. Puryear, all of 
Raleigh; his mother, Mrs. J.C. 
Britton of Raleigh; two sisters, 
Edith Wuestenfield of Illinois 

Paget 

and Catherine Laws of 
Raleigh; and a brother, Earl V. 
Puryear of Raleigh. 

Clarence R. Puryear 
Raleigh News & Observer 
Photo 

"It's just meetings, 
meetings, meetings. 
Everytime I turn around it's 
another meeting," he said then. 

Permits Required For Selling, 
First Savings 

&Loan 
Ass'n 

Security And Service 
Since 1887 

Puryear was a quiet hard 
worker, not a socializing 
conventioneer, according to 
those ·who worked with him. 

He would work at the ad· 
ministrative details even by 
himself, often taking work 
home. Or he would work late 
and on Sundays in the small 
drab office squeezed into Fire 
Station 1, drawing the drapes 
while others watched TV. 

In fact, his predecessor Jack 
B. Keeter admitted to worries 
about Puryear, "He had to 
watch his work habits. He was 
the type of person who couldn't 
throw it off," referring to the 
pressures of the job. 

The chief was a strong family 
man, according to Capt. Ned K. 
Perry at No. 1, preferring to 
devote his spare time to his 
family, rather than social af• 
fairs. 

The day before his demise, 
Puryear was busy raking 
leaves in front of his Lord 
Asheley home and waving at 
friends. At 12:30 a.m., he was 
rushed to Rex Hospital by 
Beacon Ambulance, but he 
died. 

He said during an interview 
that he did his share of the 
house work at home, enjoyed 
cooking and did dishes as they 
got messed up. 

Since he became chief June 1, 
1973, Puryear saw the opening 
of Stations 12 and 14. He had 
helped plan them in his years 
as one of two assistant chiefs. 

A third station, 15, is due to 
open soon and the chief was 
looking for property for No. 16. 

Just a few weeks ago, the 
complicated plans for ex• 
pansion of the rescue squad 
finally bore fruit, when the first 
of two rt'ew $17,000 rescue 

·trucks arrived, and was 
stationed at Station 9 in North 
Hills. 

He had overseen the 
, recruiting of one of the first big 
batches of new firefighters, and 
promoted the men to staff the 
new stations. At the same time 
he had improved the depart• 
ment's record of minority 
hiring, while defending it from 
charges of discrimination. 

Should someone praise the 
department's new crews or the 
latest truclts, Puryear wouldn't 
pop his buttons, Perry said. 
He'd say "We feel like they're 
doing a good job," and get on 
with his work. 

Perry, president of the 

Servicing & Installing Fire Alarms 
Forsyth County- The 

Forsyth County fire marshal's 
office issued a reminder 
recently that all individuals 
and companies selling, in
stalling or servicing fire 

alarms or fire detection 
systems must have a permit 
under the new county law. 

Tom Andrews, the assistant 
fire marshal, said that only 
about one third of the known 

Firemen Praised 
For Quick Action 

Nash County - Nash County 
Fire Marshal Perry O'Berry 
credited quick work by Nash 
County volunteer firemen on a 
recent night with saving the 
$1,080,000 Leisure Products on 
U.S. 64 Business complex from 
destruction. 

A fire, which apparently 
started in the office area of the 
furniture store in the complex 
on Highway 64 west of Rocky 
Mount was spotted by a high

. way patrolman shortly after 
midnight. 

Units of the West Mount, 
Nashville, Red Oak, and East 
End volunteer fire departments 
answered the call, and 
managed to contain the fire 
before it spread to the grocery 
store and Leisure Products 
warehouse nearby. 

O'Berry said that the firemen 
were handicapped by the lack 
of windows in the facility. The 
storage warehouse is built onto 
the store, offering no im
mediate access to the back of 
the building. Firemen had to 
enter through the building's 
roof, and through the front of 
the building. 

The furniture store suffered 
an estimated $30,000 damage to 
its contents, and $25,000 to the 
building itself. An additional 
$15,000 worth of smoke damage 

was suffered by the grocery 
store. 

"Without quick work on the 
firemen's part," said O'Berry, 
"it all would have gone. There's 
no doubt that it would have 
spread to Leisure Products." 

Remember ... Only YOU Con 
Prevent Fore$t Fires I 

PEERLESS 
SPINNING CORP. 

LOWELL, N. C. 

TUTILE 
-LUMBER CO. 

Phone 784-7930 
1721 Stadium Dr. 

WINSTON-SALEM 
NORTH CAROLINA 

KING CHICKEN DRIVE-IN 
BOX CHICKEN TO GO 

Call 946-4594 • Carolina Ave. 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 

............ ,. 

individuals and companies in 
this area had received permits 
and the deadline had been set 
for Nov. 15. 

Andrews said the law is 
designed to protect the public 
from any company selling 
equipment not meeting stan
dards or that might prove 
faulty in the future. 

The fire marshal's office 
arranged to certify any in
dividual for dealing with fire 
alarms or fire detection 
systems. Anyone conducting 
such business after Nov. 15 
without being certified could be 
charged with violating the law, 
which is a misdemeanor. 

WALL 
FURNITURE 
COMPANY · 

SPRAY • 
NORTH CAROLINA 

212 E. Brood St. 
Statesville, N. C. 

PNEUMAFIL CORP. 

Phone 399-7 441 

2516 WIikinson Blvd. 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

ASSOCIATED 
EQUIPMENT 

COMPANY, INC. 

Phone 288-2912 
GREENSBORO, N. C. 

H & A CARPD & FLOOR COVERING 
Trend. Lee's Carpet• Congoleum Armstrong. World 

Wunda Weve Luron • Vinyl Flooring •Alexander• Smith 
Phone 397-3341 HICKORY, N.C. 

John MIiier & 

Associates. Inc. 

1517 Central Ave. 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Office Furniture 
Coll 372-5260 

COMMERCIAL 

RT. 1 BOX 230 

AUSTIN H. ROSE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 

Quality Workmanship-Experienced 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Phone 249-1481 

RESIDENTIAL 

LEXINGTON, N. C. 

' .. 
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Furniture Company 
Suffers Fire Damc;,ge 

Asheville - Fire heavily 
damaged two buildings at the 
Ethan Allen Corp. on Johnson 
Street in Biltmore recently. 

According to Asst. Fire Chief 
Thomas Carland, one of the 
damaged buildings contained 
about 12 to 15 feet of sawdust 
and the other was a plant 

North State 
MIiiing Co. 

Call For 
Dally Bread Flour 
And Joy Brand 

Corn Meal 
111 West Bragg 
Dial 275-1355 

Greensboro, N. C. 

Lighting 
Showcase ; 

bne Of Corolina's 
Newest And Most 

Modern Show Rooms 

PHONE 636-5266 
1205 Lincolnton Rd. 

Salisbury, N.C. 

HOLIDAY 
INN 

RESTAURANT 
Anqelo , 

Maurakls- Proprietor 

Memorial Drive 
Phone 758-3812 
Greenville. N. C. 

building. 
Three engines answered the 

call at 8:46 p.m. and the fire 
was under control by 11 p.m., ' 
except for some smouldering 
sawdust. Carland said. 

Cause of the fire was un
determined at that time. 

Carland said there was 
considerable water damage to 
machinery in the plant 
building. 

The company manufactures 
furniture. 

J.E. WALLACE 
PLUMBING 

All Types of Plumbing 
• Water Heater Repair 
• Sewer lines Installed 
•Waterlines lnstolled 

Free Estimates 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Dial 443-3639 
207-C Halifax Rd. 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 

WIimington 

Iron 

Works 

WILMINGTON, N.C. 

Allen 
Jewelers 

Allen Campbell-Owner 

Watch & Jewelry Needs · 
Diamond Setting 

Featuring Bulova-Benrus
Accutron-Elgrin 
Call 528-61 28 

Kyles Cross Roads 
Statesville, N. C. 

CATAWBA VALLEY MACHINERY CO. 
PHONE 322-2900 

19 - 4th Street S.W. 
Hickory, North Corolina 28601 

SANDERSON'S TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
Soles, Service & Rentals 

-Allis-Chalmers-
PHONE 285-4464 (Nights Dial Rose Hill 289-2426 

201 N. Norwood Walloce, N.C. 

GREAT LAKES CARBON 

CORPORATION 

Phone 437-3221 
Jamestown Rood 

MORGANTON, N. C. 

. : : ... 
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FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION NEW OFFICERS 

CABARRUS COUNTY - The Cabarrus County Fire Chiefs Association elected their officers 
for 1975 recently at Allen Fire Department. Shown left to right are, Som Wise of Rimer 
VFD, Secretory-Treasurer; Bill Readling of Winecoff VFD, president; and Troy Cook of 
Coldwater VFO, vice president. Luther Barrier, not shown, was elected chaplain of the 
association. 
The Concord Tribune Photo 

$3,000 PRESENTED TO 
VFD AT FRANCISCO 

BY LADIES AUXILIARY 
KING - The Francisco Volunteer Fire Deportment, the 
Francisco Rescue Squad and the Ladies Auxiliary held 
their first annual family night meeting in the new 
$75,000 combination squad and fire department 
building. Among the distinguished guests were Mr. and 
Mrs. John W. Burwell. Francisco Fire Chief Alcury Nunn 
received a check for $3,000 from Mrs. Barbara Wright of 
the Francisco Volunteer Fire Deportment's Ladies 
Auxiliary. 
King Times-News Photo 

STALLING'$ 
601 SALES INC. 

1271 Union St. 
Travel Trailer. Truck Caps• Lark 
Layton - Continental Call 782-8615 
Parts - Service - Hitches• Wiring Concord, North Carolina 

Vanceboro 
man saved 

from fire 
Vanceboro - A Vanceboro 

man's life was saved by an out
of-town fireman recently as fire 
swept through a house in a 
rural area. 

County Fire Marshal Henry 
Sermons said a fireman from 
the Greensboro area saw the 
house burning and kicked a 
door open and pulled out Blake 
Waters, who was living in the 
house on NC 43, two-and-half 
miles north of Vanceboro. 

Waters was reported in 
satisfactory condition at 
Craven Cowity Hospital today. 
He received second and third 
degree burns arowid his face, 
neck and chest. 

Sermons said the fire, which · 
did $5,000 damage to the house 
and $15,000 damage to the 
contents, started in an oil 
heater in the living room. 

Two trucks and eight men 
from the Vanceboro Fire Dept. 
answered the call. 

Fire Closes 
Restaurant 

Asheboro - A popular 
Randolph Cowity restaurant, 
the Blue Mist Drive-In, located 
east of Asheboro on U.S. 64, was 
closed early recently following 
a fire which erupted in the 
kitchen. , 

Franklinville and east side 
volunteer fire departments 
responded to the call at 1:30 
a.m. Damages were estimated 
at $20,000. 

The restaurant was expected 
to be closed for several_ days for 
repairs. 
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Three children rescued 
from· fiery death 

Snow Hill - Three children 
were rescued from a burning 
trailer house on the Jason to 
Snow Hill highway recently by 
Thomas Coletrain of Miller 
Avenue, LaGrange. 

According to the reports the 
following describes the rescue 
of the children : 

Coletrain was driving in the 
direction of Snow Hill a short 
time after 10 in the morning. He 
noticed smoke coming from a 
house trailer located near the 
home of William Whitted. 

Her only thought seemed to 
be the children that she 
assumed to be still in the house 
since she could not see that they 
had been rescued and were on 
the other side of the trailer. She 
went so far in the trailer that 
she was burned trying to get to 
the children. 

She came out of the house and 
rushed to the back thinking she 
could enter through the back 
door. It was then she saw the 
four lying on the ground 
gasping to regain the air 
sucked away by the fire. 
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He rushed to the front door of 
the trailer and knocked. He 
heard cries coming from inside 
the trailer, and he tried to open 
the door but found it locked. He 
ran around to the back of the 
trailer and jerked the rear door 
open. 

Coletrain, recovering in time 
to see the mother coming to the 
children, handed her the baby. 
Through tearfilled eyes she 
cried, "ls•he alive?" 

"Yes, he is breathing," 
Tommy was able to answer. 

A HAND SHAKE ... Jason Fire Chief, LeRoy Watson (left center) shakes the hand of 
Thomas (Tommy) Coletrain for his heroic deed that led to the saving of three small 
children from the trailer fire. The ruins of the trailer are shown in the background. 
Snow Hill Standard Laconic Photo 

He entered the trailer which 
was filled with smoke and. in
tense heat. For a moment he 
could not hear the voices that 
he had detected from the 
outside only moments before. 
He started to crawl feeling 
along the wall he had turned in 
the direction of the front door. 

He discovered that this was 
the area in which the fire was 
by feeling the heat as he ran his 
hand along the wall of the 
trailer. Then he heard the 
voices again coming from the 
other end of the trailer. 

With the beat closing i n about 
h\rn, making it hard to breathe 
and almost impossible to see; 
h e began to crawl to the area 
from which the sounds were 
coming. He managed to reach 
the bedroom and found three 
small children nearly over
come with the smoke and heat. 

He grabbed one and pushed it 
towards the door and then out 
onto the ground. He then 
returned back to where he had 
left the other two and by pulling 
them as hard as he could out 
the back door. 

The mother of the children 
had left the trailer to get eggs 
at the Pelletier Egg Farm 
located just across the high
way. She was returning when 
she saw the trailer was on fire. 
She ran to the front door of the 
trailer and entered the trailer 
which by now had become a 
blazing inferno. 

Within minutes the whole 
sequence had taken place and 
the trailer was completely 
ablaze and beginning to fall in. 

The Jason Fire Department 
had been notified, and they 
were arriving on the scene 
about this time; but there was 
no saving any part of the 
trailer. It had burned com
pletely to the ground in 10 
minutes, according to the time 
estimate by Coletrain. 

Leroy Watson, chief of the 
Jason Fire Department, in
dicated that the fire started 
from a heater in the hallway of 
the trailer. This was the area 
which Coletrain first had 
crawled. Damages were 
estimated in the area of $3,000 
and the trailer was owned by 
William P. Whitted of Route 3, 
Snow Hill. 

The trailer was occupied by 
the Hilton Lee Forrest family. 
Mrs. Forrest was taken to the 
doctor's office in Snow Hill 
where she was treated and 
released. 

The youngest of the children 
i was Christopher Lee, 18 months 

and his two sisters were 
Elizabeth Ann, 3, and Patricia 
Ann, 4. They were not injured 
and are active children. They 
probably will not recall that one 
day they were saved from a 
firey death by Thomas 
Coletrain as he passed on that 
day. 

Fires Damage 

Trailer , Room 

Laurinburg- A mobile home 
and a motel room were 
damaged recently in two 
separate fires. The Laurinburg 
fire department answered both 
calls. 

No one was at home at 2:45 
a.m. when firemen were called 
to the trailer owned by James 
Smith at Scotland Acres. The 
fire department was notified by 
a neighbor. 

Over 60 percent of the trailer 
was damaged, according to a 
report by the department. 
Firemen said the blaze had 
already caused considerable 
damage by the time they 
arrived and had probably done 
severe damaged before they 
were called. 

Dixie Electric 
Motor Service, 

Inc. 

1557 SOUTH CLARKSON ST. 
CHA RLOTTE, N. C. 28208 

·Mobile home fires 

showing a decrease 

il.ualihJ, 
UTILITY BUILDINGS 

* Real low Prices 
• Bonk Financing 

According to the September 
1974 Fire Journal published by 
the National Fire Protection 
Association, the incidence of 
mobile home fires decreased 
8.4 percent from 1972 to 1973, 
from 27,400 to 25,100. 

Residential and apartment 
fires increased from 1972 to 
1973, 10.6 percent from 844,600 
reported cases to 933,800. 

Every form of housing which 
was analyzed in the report 
showed an increase in the in-

• Free Delivery Within 20 Miles 
Pick-Up Covers To Fit All Trucks 

cidence of fire except for 
mobile homes, which showed a 
decrease. 

All Buildings Come With light 
Fixtures & Treated Wood Floors 

Completely Assembled With 
Welded Steel Fromework. 
172-1212 o r 327-0231 

HWY. 64, E., STATESVILLE, N.C. 

. 

GUNTER MACHINE CO. 
COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP SERVICE 

Welding-Machine Shop 
Aeroquip Hose & Fittings 

Browning Power Transmission 
V-Belts-Sprockets-Pulleys 

Phone 765-4062 OAK AVE. SPRUCE PINE, N.C. . 

t 
I. 
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Origin of the fire was not 
known. 

Cause of the fire in a room at 
Pine Acres Motor Lodge was 
attributed to a lighted cigarette 
left in an ash tray on a chair, 
according to the Scotland 
county sheriff's department. 
Damage to the room and fur
nishings was estimated at $750. 

WELLS 
STOCKYARDS 
Pig Soles Every Tues. 

Auction Sole Every Thurs. 
Office: 285-2161 
Nights: 285-2511 

P.O. Box 506 
Wolloce, N.C. 

QUALITY 
TIRE SERVICE 

SONIC TIRES 

Phone 464-5772 
Claremont, N. C. 

Also damaged was the clothing 
of the room's two occupants, 
who were not present at the 
time of the fire. 

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE 

Provides 
Complete Insurance Protection 

Auto - Fire - life 
For Details 

See Your local Representative 
Home Office · 

Columbus, Ohio 
Reglona l Office 

Ralelgh, N, C. 

Stanly Fixture 
Manufacturing 

Co., Inc. 

SUBSIDIARY OF A VM 
CORPORATION 

Diol 474-3171 
P.O.Box616 

NORWOOD, N. C. 

COLONIAL TOWEL & Gin SHOPPE 
Addie & Fred Whitaker, Owner (704) 857-9517 

Complete l ine of Bates Bedspreads 
All at Reduced Prices! 

Hwys. 29 & 601 • P. 0. Box 916 - Kannapolis, N.C. 28081 

FARM CREDIT SERVICE 

THE FEDERAL LAND BANK ASSOCIATION 
OF MONROE 

PIEDMONT PRODUCTION CREDIT ASSOCIATION 

PHONE (704) 289-2594 or 289-4502 
P.O. Box885 

114 North Church St. 
Monroe, North Carolina 
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Fire De_stroys Historic ·Rockford Hotel 
Rockford - The historic 

landmark in Rockford. the 
Grant-Burrus Hotel.' was 
destroyed by fire rec~ntly. 

The three-story wooden 
structure, built in 1796, was in 
the process of being restored by 
three young men who took up 
residence in the building only 
weeks ago. They were there to 
help volun,eer firemen battle 
the blaze as their project went 
up in smoke. 

Roy Martin of the South 
Surry Volunteer Fire Depart
ment said the fire was well 
underway with flames coming 
out through windows and the 
roof when his outfit arrived at 
I :30 p.m. 

Other firefighting units came 
from Boonville and the Fall 
Creek volunteer departments 

RAINEY'$ 
OIL CO. 

Firestone Tires & Tubes 
Auto-Lite Botteries 

Ted Rainey, Owner & Operator 
Dial 751-4426 

1340 Morganton llvd., S.W. 
LENOIR, N . C. 

falrlane Acres 
Mob lie Home Cf ty 
Mr. John Neighbor, Mgr. 

Mobile Home Rentals 
All Sizes Lot Rentals 

Cablevision-Swimming Pool 
Playgrounds-Ample Woter 
Poved Streets-Shady Lots 

School Bus Service 
Underground Util ities 
Modern Disposal Plant 

Chain Link Fence 
Around Each Lot 
Call 167-2111 

5655 lra19 llvd. 
Fayetteville, N. C. 

and at the height of the activity 
about 36 men and seven trucks 
were involved. 

Lack of water hampered the 
efforts of the firemen to contain 
the blaze. Pwnper trucks had 
to be filled time after time at 
the low-water bridge across the 
nearby Yadkin River. 
Approximately 35 tanker 
trucks of water were used. 

The roof and upper level the 
hotel collapsed, leaving only 
portions of the walls intact 
after the fire was brought 
under control about 4:30. The 
remains were still smoldering 
but a skeleton crew of firemen 
remained on the scene as a 
pi:ecautionary measure. 

Only two weeks before, the 
hotel and the town of Rockford 
were dealt with a feature ar
ticle in The Enterprise. The 
writer dealt with the 
restoration project going on in 
the picturesque old village. It 
was once a seat of government 
for a fairly large terr itory and 
Andrew Jackson once prac
ticed law there. 

About the middle of October, 
Randall Agee and Neil Hudson 
of Rocky Mount, Va., and Pat 
Burke of Washington moved 
into the old hotel of 15 rooms 
and 13 fireplaces. They had 
repaired the roof and painted 
the exterior of the building 
before it was destroyed. It is 
considered a total loss and 
there was no insurance. 

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

Rev. Msgr. John A. Brown 
- Pastor

Pinehurst, N.C. 

• 

DRAYMORE 
MANUFACTURING CORP. 

Phone 662-5711 150 By-Pass 
MOORESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 

Phone 997-2010 U. S. Hwy. 74, West (5 Points) 
One Mile From Intersection Of Hwy. 7 4 & U.S. I 

ROCKINGHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

SHERATON MOTOR INN 

-.-. 
22 Woodfin 

Dia l 253-285 1 
ASHEVILLE. N.C. 

0 

FIRE CASUAL TY - The old Grant • Burrus Hotel in Rockford was destroyed by fire of an 
undeterminded origin recently. Built in 1796, it was operated as a commercial venture 
until 1925. It was in the process of being restored when the blaze was discovered 
about 1 p.m. The building is considered a total loss. 
Jonesville Yadkin Enterprise Photo 

CHARLOTTE 
LIBERTY MUTUAL 

INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

Phone 1 34-2486 
219 E. Walnut St. 

GOLDSBORO, N.C. 

KOA CHEROKEE 

KAMPGROUNOS OF AMERICA 
Phona497-9151 
llgCovaR-d 

CHEROKEE, N. C. 

SPECIALTY TEXTURED 
YARNS, INC. 

8B3 Highland Ave. S.E. 
Hickory, North Caro l ina 

Fire Destroys 
Kiddie Corner 

Kannapolis - Kannapolis 
police and agents of the State 
Bureau of Investigation in
vestigated a fire that gutted the 
former quarters of Kiddie 
Korner a t 482 N. Cannon Blvd. 
recently. 

The fire was discovered by 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Johnson who 
now operate the Kiddie Korner 
in their home at 2202 Nellie 
Ave. in Rowan County. 

Carrick 
Turning 
Works 
Prospect Exit 

Phone 457-2111 
HIGH POINT, N. C. 

According to police, the 
Johnsons had moved some 
furniture out of the former 
quarters the previous weekend 
and when they returned to get 
other things from the building 
they discovered that fires had 
apparently been set in four 
rooms during the week. 

The Kiddie Korner at Cannon 
Blvd. has been closed six to 
eight weeks, police said. 

Plastic containers containing 
explosive material of some 
type wer~ placed on papers in 
four rooms of the house and set 
afire. 

A fire department 
spokesman who visited the 
scene said the outside of the 
house probably did not catch 
fire because the house was· 
closed up and there was 
probably not enough oxygen. 
Firemen were not called lo the 
fire and neighbors said they did 
not know when the fire was set. 

The containers were sent to 
the SBI lab for analysis. 

Damage to the house was 
estimated at $12,000. · 
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FIRE DAMAGES ART ROOM . .. A fire was contained to the art room on ·the Rose High 
School campus causing some damage. Investigators above look over the scene. 
Greenville Reflector Photo 

House Fire 
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Pinetown Fire 
Dept. Supper-Sale 
Termed Successful 

Pinetown - People in the 
Pinetown Community gathered 
at the Fire Dept. for a chicken 
barbecue dinner and auction 
sale Saturday, Nov. 16. The 
event was sponsored by the 
Fireman's Ladies Auxiliary. 
The proceeds will be used to 
help with the new project, dish 
cabinets and a hood for the 
kitchen stove. 

Little Pamela Swanner drew 
tickets for chances on the two 
lovely necklaces and a book 
donated by Mrs. Willie Ives. 
The lucky winners were Mrs. 
Emily Boyd, James Swanner, 
Jr. and Mrs. McKinley Waters. 

More excitement was created 
as quarters were collected 
during the Chinese bake sale. 
Recipients of the three rice 
cakes were, Mack Arthur 
Wallace, Keith Wallace and 
Miss Paula Waters. 

Michael Jay Swanner gave 
the high bid for the pretty 
braided rug, donated by Mrs. 
Bertie Oliver. 

Tension began to build as the 
auctioneer, Earl Alligood, 
called for bids on the beautiful 
queen size community quilt 
containing many names and 

designs. The high bidder was 
Mark Windley, the bid of $115. 

Things began to settle down a 
bit, when the Five Point Church 
singers, captured the audience 
attention with their good gospel 
music. Those singing were 
Wade Boyd, Sheila Burke, 
Roberta Nelson, Brenda Boyd, 
with Kathy .Jackson at the 
piano and Bonnie Nelson with 
the tambourine. 

Rebecca Wallace, program 
chairman announced ap
proximately $275 profit 
received and expressed deep 
appreciation and thanks to 
everyone who had a part in 
making this event a success. 

NEW RIVER 
PHARMACY 

New River Shopping Center 
Eastern North Carolina's 

Largest Cosmetic Deportment 
Phone 455-291 l 

JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 

Invalid Escapes Mobile 
Rome Blaze Is St a rt e,,.--d-.-~ -,iiiiiil-w•.-.,iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii....,---- h.lCI._ 

Lilesvllle - An invalid 
woman managed to escape 
from her burning mobile home 

Family Rec 
Building Burns 

Enochville - A wooden 
family recreation building was 
damaged by fire recently. 
Enochville firemen remained 
at the scene for nearly two 
hours. 

Fireman said the Thomas 
Wright recreation building on 
Freeze Road caught fire from a 
stove inside the structure. 
Firemen were alerted at 4:10 
a.m. and remained at the 
scene until 6: 05 a .m. Damages 
were estimated at $3,000 to the 
building and $2,000 to the 
contents. 

Child Playing 
With Matches 
Elizabeth City The 

Elizabeth City Fire Depart
ment responded recently at 
4:45 p.m. to a call of a fire in a 
vacant lot on Country Club 
Road. On arriving, fire per
sonnel found · the blaze to be 
caused by a child playing with 
matches. 

The department also 
responded to a call to the 
Winslow Memorial Home on 
Ehringhaus Street. No fire was 
found by firemen arriving on 
the scene. Cause was listed as a 
faulty · alarm system at the 
home. 

.. , f ~ I ' 

about 8:45 a.m. recently and 
summon the Lilesville Fire 
Department from a neighbor's 
telephone. 

.. A" 

From Range Str .. t 

un·NINI Lilesville Fire Chief Gene 
Williams reported she is Mrs. 
C. T. Miller of Rt. 1, Lilesville. 

Her husband, a minister, was 
away from home at the time. 
He owns and operates a bar
becue restaurant on U.S. 74 
near Lilesville. 

Williams said the trailer was 
a total loss. 

Efforts are being made to 
learn the cause of the blaze, he 
said. 

Mrs. Miller has been an in
valid the past seven years, he 
said. 

J. c. 
Coggins 
Machine 

Co. 
Dial 882-2712 

916 E. Homestead Ave. 
High Point, N.C. 

Dunn - Fire, starting from 
an oil range, extensively 
damaged a three room frame 
dwelling on East Johnson 
Street recently. 

The occupant, James McKoy, 
told police he was cooking a 
meal at around 3 p.m. and was 
in the living room when he · 
heard a sound from the kitchen. 
He found the room in flames. 
· Dunn firemen contained the 
blaze to the kitchen of the one 
story structure, but the ceiling 
and roof were also damaged. 

The house, which is owned by 
Hazel Lee, sustained damage 
tentatively estimated at around 
$1,000. 

TOM'S 
AUTO SUPPLY 

" 
C.C.Moody 
Joe T. Long 

John Paul Jones 

DIAL 599-3166 
105-109 Lamar 
Roxboro, N. C. 

LENOIR 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, INC. 

Rhodes Avenue & College Street 

Kinston, North Carolina 

GARDNER. INC. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS• 

1106 W. "A" Street 
Kannopolis, N. C. 

River Rd. 
Elizabeth City 

North Carolina 

Standard 
Cranlcshaft Company. Inc. 

TELEPHONE 392-4371 3825 WILKINSON BLVD. 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

SUPAK & SONS 
MANUFACTURING CO. 

Manufacturers of 
GIRLS - CHILDREN'S - INFANTS' OUTERWEAR 

WEEKSVILLE HWY. ELIZABETH CITY, N.C. 

Tidewater 
Equipment to. 

Of N.C. 
I. .J 

946-6461 P.O. Box 1028 
Washington, North Carolina 

TIDEWATER 

I 
••••••••••• ,. •t• •• ••t ' .. ,,. • I 
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. 
Fire Destroys 
Home 

Louisburg - A Route 5, 
Louisburg woman perished in a 
fire which engulfed her five
room frame home recently 
around 1:30 p.m. Mrs. Lula 
Harris Key, 69, was apparently 
overcome by smoke and heat 
after she re~ntered the bur
ning home to retrieve some of 
her belongings. The home is 
located on the Leonard farm, 
about five miles east of 
Louisburg. 

SPONSORED BY 

PARKER 
MFG.CO. 

Main St.• 587-2741 
Woodland, N.C. 

SHINGLOON 
FUNERAL HOME 

Mrs. Betsy Pernell, who 
owned the home, said Mrs. Key 
and her husband Will had lived 
on the Leonard farm for 24 
years. She said Mr. Key was 
away from home at the time of 
the blaze and that her brother 
Quenton Leonard spotted the 
fire around I: 15. 

Leonard said he saw Mrs. 
Key come out on the porch with 
an armful of clothing and told 
her to stay outside while he 
went to the Pernells for help. 
When Leonard and Johnny 
Pernell returned to the home, 
they were unable to locate Mrs. 
Key. 

By the time firemen arrived 
from the Justice Fire Depart
ment, the home had collapsed. 
Mrs. Key's body was found in 
the corner of a closet. 

Neighbors have donated 
several items of clothing and 
furniture for Mr. Key and the 
Pernells are preparing another 
home on their land for him to 
live in. Anyone wishing to assist 
Key with a donation should 
contact John or Betsy Pernall. 

WESTERN 
WATERPROOFING 

COMPANY 
Phone 243-31 48 
P .0. Drawe r 520 

WllSON, N. C. 
-- - , ___ _ 

DIAL 334-9775 

2303 Dunavant 

Charlotte, N.C. 

BIN'S GARAGE 
Complete Tune-Up • Front End Service 

Brakes • General Repair • Rood Service 
PHONE 278--6236 Yaupon Beach 

Southport, North Carol ina 

-

-~ 
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BURNED OUT - Two Rowan County men were burned out of their mobile home recently. 

M iller's Ferry f iremen responded to the fire on Stoner Road. The insides were dest royed, 

a lthough firemen saved the exterior. 

Salisbury Post Photo 

QUALITY 
OILCO. 

Serving 30 North Carolina . 
Counties With Fine Shell 

Petroleum Products 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 

Fire Guts Mobile 

Home; Pan On Stove 

Blamed 
Salisbury - A mobile home 

off Long's Ferry Road was 
gutted by fire recently. 

Volunteers from Miller's 
Ferry Fire Department saved 
the exterior of the home, but 
the interior and belongings of 

the occupants were destroyed. 
Fireman C. H. Gobble said 

the fire started in the kitchen. 
"We got some frying pans off 
the stove so they must have left 
a burner on," he said. 

SOUTHERN TOOL 
The mobile home, located on 

Stoner Road, was rented by 
Thomas Long and Jerry Hailey 
and owned by Clarence Hailey. 

Long said he had left to shop 
and returned to find his home in 
flames. 

MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY, 

INC. 

Winston Salem, N. C. 

✓ 

Sponsored by 
I-XL 

FURNITURE 
co. 

Oivisionof 
Westinghouse Electric 

Elizabeth Citv. N. C. 

No one was inside when the 
fire started. 

Bes t Wishes 

F"IENDLY 
LUNCH 

1761-A Norwood St. 
Lenoir, N. C. 

D. D. BEAN & SONS, INC. 
Matches 

Cherry Str-t Extension 
PHONE 767-1187 

WINSTON-SALIM, NORTH CAROLINA 






