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Editorial 
,,,- -

In thefallissue of Speaking 
of Fire, published by IFSTA 
(International Fire Service 
Training Association), with 
headquarters at the Okla
homa State University, an 
article on Smoke Eaters ap
peared, this was much too 
long to incorporate fully into 
one editorial but I'll try to hit 
the high spots. 

This article was written by 
Chuck Cook and Marla Cone, 
as a result of three months 
investigation and was pub
lished in December 1983 as a 
three-part report. 

"For Firefighters, smoke 
eating was once a badge of 
courage, now it has become a 
death sentence." In past 
years, firefighters were con
sidered to be much more of a 

man if they could take a lot of 
smoke, giving them a macho 
image, today, they can no 
longer afford the "macho" 
image or appearance. 

The article states that for 
those who choose a firefight
er's life, it means they will live 
an average ten fewer years 
than other Americans. 

In the last 30 years, the 
cancer death rate among 
firefighters has doubled. 
Cancer can strike their lungs, 
stomach, brain and prostrate 
glands. Black lung miners are 
stricken less frequently than 
1 ung diseases strike firefight
ers. 

Orange County Fire Chief 
Larry Holmes says "Smoke
Eating is not only a thing of 
the past, it's the sign of a fool." 

According to this article, the 
tremendous rise in the threat 
to firefighters is mainly at
tributed to the large number 
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of synthetics used in homes 
and industry. 

shown to increase in the 
amounts of synthetics used, 
so the conclusion is that they 
are pretty well related. 

Furniture, carpeting, toys, 
telephones, insulation and 
other synthetic chemical 
products, such as household 
cleaners, pesticides and gas
oline all produce deadly gases 
or a complex mixture of 
cancer-causing diseases. 

A firefighter now is repeat
edly exposed to these toxic 
materials. Dr. Linda Morse, 
of San Francisco General 
Hospital, says if it was only a 
one-time thing, the body de
fenses shouldn't be over
whelmed -but firefighters 
may be exposed hundreds of 
thousands of times, thus the 
danger is much greater. 
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were made of asbestos, they 
were replaced with synthetic 
materials, and such materials 
have been found to cause 
cancerinanimals. Thesesuits 
have not improved to meet 
toxic fires. 

Although most firefighters 
are aware of all these dangers, 
they don't talk about it much 
- if they did and thought too 
much about it, they would 
never be a success and many 
would give up their chosen 
profession. 

It seems to me it's high time 
that someone, somewhere, 
should be able to come up with 
some answers for a better 
Protective Outfit for our fire
fighters. 

Thirty years ago when 
synthetic chemicals were not 
widespread, firefighters had 
only 2% higher cancer-death 
rate than non-firefighters. 
Firefighters are exposed so 
much more to cancer-causing 
agents now, which has been 

The protective clothing 
some firefighters wear, may 
themselves be a source of 
cancer. Early protective suits J~ d,~~ 

Fire Dept. Has I 00th Birthday 
By Donna R. Harrelson 

Reidsville Review 
Staff Writer 

REIDSVILLE-Nov. 19, 
1986 marks the 100th anni
versary of organized fire pro
tection in the city of Reids
ville. 

Although early records 
were not complete, the proud 
tradition of fire protection was 
established in the city of 
Reidsville prior to 1886. That 
year a group of concerned ci
tizen• joined tc,sether and 
used a horse-drawn steamer 
called a "Zeb Vance" horse
drawn steamer and various 
other firefighting tools to 
combat blazes. Water supply 
was maintained by employ
ing cisterns strategically lo
cated throughout the city. 
Little more is known. 

The department continued 
to operate with the "Zeb 
Vance" steamer until 1919 
when the city replaced the 
obsolete equipment with one 
of the first motorized fire 
trucks. Citizens from various 
occupations devoted their 
time to the task of fighting 
fires and it was an operate 
comprised of volunteers only 
in the early days. Volunteers 
continue the service even to
day, and only 25 years ago 
were enough full-time fire
fighters added to operate two 
full shifts. 

Town minutes show that 
one of the old fire buildings 
was located in the old De
partment of Social Services 
Building below the Civil War 
monument, according to 
Administrative Assistant Fire 
Chief David S. Sizemore. 
Sizemore said the building 
doubled as a combination fire 
department and city hall prior 
to 1886. 

The next building that 
housed the city's fire de
partment is guessed to be on 
the corner of Market and 
Morehead streets. From there 
the department was moved to 
Morehead Street near Blazer 
Finance before settling in its 

current site on South Scales 
Street where it has remained 
for the past 16 years. 

The modem facility houses 
a variety of firefighting 
equipment that includes three 
first-line pumpers and one 

reserve unit with pumping 
capacities of 4,000 gallons 
per minute and an 85-foot-tall 
aerial ladder truck used 
primarily for rescue. The de-

Continued on page 6 

A Fireman's Prayer 
When I am called to duty, God 
Wherever flame may rage, 
Give me strength to save some life 
Whatever be its age. 

Help me embrace a little child 
Before it is too late 
Or save an older person from 
The horror of that fate. 

Enable me to be alert and hear the 
weakest shout, 

And quickly and efficiently 
To put the fire out. 

I want to fill my calling and 
To give the best in me, 
To guard my every neighbor and 
Protect his property. 

And if according to my fate 
I am to lose my life, 
Please bless with your protecting hand 
My children and my wife. 

Author Unknown 
'• I 
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Fire Marshal Offers Hints 
on Kerosene Heater Safety 

By Cindy Crofford 
Elizabeth City Daily 

Advance 
Staff Writer 

ELIZABETH CITY-As 
fall blows its first icy breath, 
more residents are using por
table kerosene heaters and 
wood stoves to take the chill 
off their homes. 

The heaters are good sour
ces of warmth, but they can 
also be fire hazards if not 
properly used, said Elizabeth 
City Fire Marshal Jerry 
Boyce. 

Many area residents have 
kerosene heaters but are not 
a ware of the precautions they 
need to take, said Boyce. 

"The biggest problem we 
are having with kerosene 
heaters is where they are lo
cating them," he said. The 
heaters may cause fires if 
placed too close to combustible 
objects, said Boyce. 

Oversized heaters may 
contribute to that problem. 
When buying a heater, home 
owners should make sure they 
are getting the proper size unit 
for the area it will heat, said 
Boyce. Dealers have charts 

showing the right kerosene 
heater for a particular sized 
room, he added. 

Before making a purchase, 
residents should make sure 
that the heater has Under
writers Laboratory approval. 
That assures the kerosene 
heater is equipped with a 
safety mechanism that keeps 
it from igniting should the 
unit be knocked over. 

Buyers also need to make 
sure they are buying No. 1 
Kerosene for their heaters. 
The container should be 
stored outside and should be 
clearly marked so it is not 
confused with other fuel cane. 
Fires have resulted after 
someone has unknowingly 
filled a kerosene heater with 
highly combustible gasoline, 
Boyce added. 

Kerosene heaters should 
not be left unsupervised, said 
Boyce. "They are designed not 
to be used at night, but we are 
finding that people are using 
them 24 hours a day," he said. 

Although they are not as 
popular as they once were, 
wood stoves are still being 
used by many people in the 
community. Some tips on 

Fire Kills 7,800 Chickens 
COOLEEMEE-In No

vember, a tire killed 7,300 hens 
and 500 roosters at the River 
Bend Farm on Pine Ridge 
Road. 

One chicken survived. 
Volunteers from two Rowan 

County and six Davie County 
fire departments contained 
the fire before it spread to the 
farm's other chicken houses. 

Davie County Fire Marshal 
Jim Tourville said the fire 
swallowed up half of the 400-
to-450 foot building, a tractor 
and a loader. He could give 
no damage estimate. He 
added, however, that he 
thought owner H. H. Ledford 
was insured. 

Tourville described the fire 
· as electrical in nature, judging 
from the way it burned and 
the worn condition of the wir
ing. The chicken houses were 
being heated because of the 
cold weather. 

"I don't }snow what shorted 
out," Tourville said. 

l 

Kountry Korner 
Beauty Salon 
351 E. Sprague St. 

Dial 723-3985 
Owner - Shirley Brooks 

Winston-Salem, NC 

Grier 
Funeral Service 

Phone 283-5423 

704 Walkup Avenue 
Monroe, NC 28110 

The main stnicture remaina 
standing but the roof has 
buckled in. 

"It was a big fire," he added. 
Scotch-Irish and Woodleaf 

fire departments from Rowan 
County assisted in fighting 
the fire, which started minutes 
before midnight, Thursday, 
Nov. 13. Firemen were on the 
scene for most of the morning. 

The Davie County depart
ments included Cooleemee, 
Comatzer-Dulin, Jerusalem, 
Fork, Mocksville and Center. 

Roger McDaniel, chief of 
the Scotch-Irish department, 
said about 12 men in hie de
partment responded to the 
fire. Another 14 came from 
Woodleaf volunteers. 

Woodleaf Chief James Gray 
said the building was com
pletely involved with fire 
coming out of the windows 
when his department arrived. 
The Woodleaf department 
stayed on the scene until 2:04 
a.m. Scotch-Irish reported 
back in service at 3:32 a.m. 

Fair Funeral Home, Inc. 
Serving Eden & Rockingham County 
Since 1934 with Dignity & Integrity 

Telephone 632-2161 
432 Boone Rd., Eden, NC 

WILMINGTON 
IRON WORKS 

Wilmington, NC 

what to look for and how to 
prevent wood stove fires in the 
home include: 

- Never use flammable or 
combustible liquid to start a 
wood fire. 

- Never bum trash or gar
bage in a wood burning stove 
or fireplace. 

- Always close the door to 
your wood burning stove or 
put a screen in front of your 
fireplace. 

- Have chimneys and flues 
cleaned and inspected annu
ally. 

- Check walls around 
chimneys for excessive heat. 

- Look for signs of heat on 
walls around chimneys such 
as discoloration of paint and 
warping of wallboard. 

- Make certain that your 
wood burning stove is prop
erly installed. 

- When ashes are dumped 
always wet them, stir the 
ashes and wet them again. 

- Never leave matches or 
lighters where small children 
can reach them. 

- Install smoke detectors, 
especially in homes with wood 
burning stoves and fireplaces. 

Classification 
Lowers Rates 

ROCKINGHAM-Fire 
insurance rates should be de
creasing for residences of the 
Northeide Fire District due to 
a new fire insurance classifi
cation given the Northside 
Fire Department, says Chief 
Charles Timms. 

Effective Nov. 1, the de
partment's fire insurance 
classification has changed 
from a claes-9 to a claee-6 rat
ing, making it the lowest rated 
volunteer fire department in 
Richmond County, says 
Timms. 

According to local insu
rance agents, Timms says, 
this should reflect in a 20 per
cent to a 30 percent savings 
on homeowner'e insurance. 

"The reduction in classifi
cation came from a lot of hard 
work on the firemen's part," 
says Timms, "and with the 
help of the fire tax district. 

THOMAS' 
SUPERETTE 

Phone 77 4-9120 
Rt. 3, Box 710 
Sanford, NC 

JD's Music Inc. 
Coin Operated Machines 

Dial 934-7645 

Rt. 4, Box 223 
Four Oaks, NC 
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Fire Dept. Praised 
for a Good Joh 

By Karen Haywood 
The Salisbury Post 

SALISBURY - Smoke 
damaged merchandise in two 
downtown stores when a fire 
started in a furn ace on the 
second floor above Tobias and 
the Rack Room. 

The fire was contained to 
the room housing the furnace. 
The stores use upper floors for 
storage. Shoes and clothing 
on the first floors were dam
aged by smoke. 

"This is like living Oes
treicher's (fire) again," said 
Doris Agner, manager of To
bias, as smoke billowed from 
the building Wednesday af
ternoon, November 12. 

"I worked at Oestreicher's 
when it burned. I was stand
ing right there when it 
burned," Mrs. Agner said, 
pointing down Main Street. 

The fire was minor com
pared to the April 27, 1964, 
fire that destroyed three 
downtown buildinga and 
damaged three others. 

The fire was reported about 
2:15 p.m. It started in the fur
nace shared by both stores on 
the second floor, said Rick 
Fesperman, Salisbury as
sistant fire chief. 

Smoke spread through the 
ventilation system, Mrs. 
Agner said. 

Firefi.ihtera found the fire 
and put it out within 15 min
utes, Fesperman said. The fire 
departmentdidn'tcall it under 
control for 45 minutes because 
firefighters were clearing 
smoke and checking to see 
that the fire hadn't spread, 
he said. 

No blaze was visible from 
Main Street- just smoke ris
ing through the drizzle. 

Firefighters were mopping 
up at 4:15 p.m., Fesperman 
said. 

Mrs. Agner was praising 
the fire department for "a 

disaster that turned out very 
nicely." 

"The fire department is su
perb," she said. ''They put 
covers over boxes the best 
they could. They vacuumed 
the floors to get the water off." 

Three engines, a ladder 
truck, a rescue unit and 17 
firefighters responded. Fire
fighters took lines in through 
the front to the rear of the 
building and went up the steps 
to reach the fire. 

About 30 downtown 
shoppers and employees ga
thered under the Belk Budget 
Fair awning to watch. Em
ployees and customers were 
also evacuated from Phil's 
Shoes as a precaution. 

Phyllis Byrd, an employee 
at the Rack Room, said four 
sales clerks were in the build
ing when they saw smoke. 

"We finally saw the smoke,'' 
Mrs. Byrd said. " We smelled 
something. We just thought 
the furnace had come on. The 
way it looks, everything is 
going to have to be wiped 
down." 

"There's probably quite a 
bit of damage," Mrs. Safrit 
said. "It'shardformetosay." 

An insurance adjustor was 
in the store at preestime. 

"I'm sure there'd be some 
smoke damage," Mrs. Agner 
said. Employees left the 
clothes inside and removed 
money, financial records and 
outstanding bills, she said. 

Three sales people and four 
or five customers were in To
bias when the fire was disco
vered, she said. 

"It was just a small amount 
of smoke at first, like a fluo
rescent light burning out," 
Mrs. Agner said. "Then smoke 
billowed everywhere. We got 
the customers out." 

"Clothes we can replace, but 
not lives," she said. She shut 
her eyes. "All those furs in 
there ... " 

"Don't Loclc Up A Fire -
Checlc Building Carefully Before Leaving." 

Sponsored by 

Cumberland Hospital 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 

Craven Community College 
Dr. Thurman E. Brock- President 
Dr. Lewis Redd- Dean of College 
Russell Sutton- Business Manager 

Robert W. McClanahan- Dean, 
Continuing Educator Division 

Phone 919-638-4131 

P.O. Box 885 
New Bern, North Carolina 28560 

I 

) 

4 

r • 



Page 4 

Firemen Honor 
Fallen Comrade 

By Alice Thrasher 
Fayetteville Observer 

Staff Writer 

FAYETTEVILLE
Firefighters from the Fayet
teville, Westarea and other 
departments in the county 
and region turned out Wed
nesday, November 19, to ho-
nor a fireman killed in the line 
of duty. 

Westarea Station 10 Chief 
Ferrell Hood, 31, was electro
cuted by a downed power line 
during rescue operations at 
the scene of an auto accident. 
At Hood's funeral, Dr. Ed 
Gunter, minister of Gardner's 
United Methodist Church, 
said Hood "left this world do
ing the one thing he knew best 
- helping others." 

Hood's survivors include 
bis wife, Cynthia, and three 
children. They sat with other 
family members during the 
service that ended with the 
reading of "The Fireman's 
Prayer." 

Hood, also a full-time fire
fighter with the Fayetteville 
Fire Department, and an 18-
year-old bystander, Robert 
Keith Tew, died when a cable 
from a rescue vehicle appar
ently fell across power lines. 

At the funeral, volunteer 
fi-refighten from the three 
Westarea stations sat in uni
form behind the minister. 
Firefighters from Fayetteville 
Station 3 on Rosehill Road, 
where Hood had been as
signed, served as pallbearers. 

The packed Rogers and 
Breece Funeral Home was 
nearly half filled with firemen 
in uniform who were honor
ary pallbearers. Fayetteville 
Fire Chief Wilbur Johnson 
said only A and B shift city 
firefighters were able to at
tend, as the third shift had to 
remain on duty. Some of those 
on-duty employees stood at 
attention beside their parked 
trucks blocking intersections 
along Ramsey Street to La
Fayette Memorial Cemetery 
as the body passed by. 

A procession of fire trucks, 
emergency and other vehicles 

GORIN'S 
Homemade Ice Cream 
And The Most Unique 
Sa~dwiches in Town. 

3 Locations 

2970 South Church Street 
(Next to Brendles) 
(919) 584-7035 

Burlington, North Carolina 

4201 University Drive 
(919) 489-5776 

Durham, North Carolina 

9009 J. M. Keynes Drive 
University Place 
(704) 547-1856 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

stretched for about a mile to 
the cemetery. Hood's flag
draped coffin was carried to 
the cemetery in a black fire 
truck owned by Westarea. The 
truck from Station 3 that 
Hood had ridden on his job 
was in the procession with 
only the driver aboard. Hood's 
firefighting gear was placed 
in the right-hand jump seat. 

In the accident two other 
men, Cumberland County 
Ambulance Service attendant 
Dwayne Jackson and Westa
rea fireman Michael Herholz 
were hospitalized with injur
ies. Jackson has since been 
discharged from the hospital. 

Herholz remained at North 
Carolina Memorial Hospital 
in Chapel Hill where he un
derwent surgery on his band 
at a bum unit, according to 
Johnson. 

Johnson said Hood's death 
was the first in the city's fire 
department since electrocu
tions in 1956 and in the late 
1920s. He said two other fire
fighters in Cumberland 
County had been killed in the 
line of duty in the past decade. 

Westarea department offi
cials said they have begun 
receiving donations for the 
Hood family. They ask that 
donations for the family be 
designated and sent to the 
department at 4820 Rosehill 
Road, Fayetteville, N.C. 
28301. 

Compensation 
for Radios 

ALBEMARLE-Aaron 
Deese, Stanly County Emer
gency Management director, 
met with the Stanly County 
Board of Commissioners to 
request compensation for fire 
departments that did not ac
quire new mobile radios. 

Those departments not ac
quiring the allotted number 
of units reported that they did 
not need them because they 
already had new radios or 
because the ones they have 
can be modified to meet their 
needs. 

A total compensation of 
$5,250 will be divided between 
Norwood City, Oakboro, 
Ridgecrest, Badin and Yadkin 
Valley. They will be given the 
money for each unit they were 
eligible to receive but did not 
need. 

Evan's Well Drilling 
Company 

Modern Equipmentto Serve You Better 

Call (919) 388-2504 

Route 1, Box 467 
Providence, NC 27315 
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<-Mister Plain View?' 
That's Freddie Tew! 

By Tom Weaver 
Clinton Sampson 

Independent 
Staff Writer 

CLINTON-Plain View 
looks just like a small town, 
but it actually isn't. 

"Downtown" consists of 
Lee's Chapel Church, a 
general store, school, com
bined store and grill, an agri
business and the fire station. 
Small to medium-size homes 
stand along the "Main Street" 
-U.S. 421 - in pleasant, 
tree-shaded yards. 

The unincorporated com
m unity in upper Sampson 
County, six miles south of 
Dunn, has no major or town 
board, no police department 
of city hall. 

What Plain Viewdoeshave 
is a strong sense of commun
ity awareness - and Freddie 
Tew Jr. 

Tew's business is a blend of 
the old-time general store that 
used to be a familiar sight 
everywhere, but has become 
an endangered species, with 
more modem facilities and 
merchandise. 

Computers behind the 
counter calculate the amount 
and cost of gasoline flowing · 
from the self-service pumps. 
A few feet away on a shelf 
among the galvanized tubs 
and buckets are washboards, 
once a standard item in every 
home but now almost a mu
seum piece. 

Plain View has a fire de
partment that is the envy of 
many larger localities and 
Tew, presently fire chief, is a 
charter member and one of 
the original organizers. 

He is also a member of the 
advisory board for Midway 
School District, which covers 
Plain View. 

Plain View Elementary 
School, housed in buildings 
about 60 years old, is well• 
kept, still attractive and the 
center of community activi
ties. Once all grades through 
high school were taught here, 
but the school now serves 
some 300 students in grades 
K-8. 

Other than the churches, 
Plain View only has two ac
tive organizations, the fire 
department and the school's 
very strong Parent-Teacher 
Organization. 

"The local people usually 

THE BANK 
OF 

CURRITUCK 
Moyock, NC 
Grandy, NC 
Camden, NC 

join civic organizations in 
Dunn," Tew said. 

Fred Tew Sr. first opened 
for business in 1942, a very 
tough time even for estab
lished stores to obtain enough 
merchandise to operate. 

"I heard him talk about how 
hard things were to get," said 
Fred. "Just about everybody 
had things under the ·counter 
so they would be able to take 
care of their regular custo-
mers. 

"He used to buy molasses 
by the barrel and nails came 
in 100-pound kegs," he said. 

The elder Tew's first store 
was in a building next to the 
school, now occupied by 
Glenn Jackson's Plain View 
Grocery and Grill. 

In 1951 the operation moved 
to a building no longer stand
ing, across the road from the 
present store, built a few years 
later and expanded and rem
odeled in 1980. 

For years the Plain View 
Gin, opposite the church, was 
a major industry in the area, 
as were gins in practically all 
localities, large and small. 
The gin buildings are also 
gone. 

Tew's store has been asso
ciated with cooperatives in the 
past, but is now totally inde
pendent. Name-brand mer
chandise is stocked and, 
through careful buying, most 
prices are kept competitive 
with much larger stores. 

The full line of groceries 
includes a meat department 
and the hardware line alone 
would stock a small store. 

In 1970, Fred arranged to 
buy out his father's interest 
in the business and is now in 
the process of buying his sis
ter's share of the real estate. 
The elder Tew died in 1980. 

There are three employees, 
plus help part time by Tew's 
daughter, Tiffany, a 10th 
grader at Midway High 
School. Fred and his wife, the 
former Joyce Allen of Dunn, 
have one other daughter, Su
zanne Fitchette of Raleigh. 

"We sell hoop cheese right 
off the counter," Fred said. 
"They can buy the same 
cheese anywhere but they 
claim mine tastes better." 

Plain View Township ex
tends to Mingo Swamp, which 
separates Sampson and 
Harnett counties and crosses 

Andrew & Lyse 
Beauty Salon 

Phone 272-8138 

1732 Battleground Avenue 
Greensboro, North Carolina 

U.S. 421 two miles south of 
Dunn. 

In all, there are at least 10 
churches within the township. 

Along the highway at the 
extreme upper limits just 
below the county line are two 
tobacco warehouses on the 
Dunn Market and several in
dustrial plants. 

The fire department, char
tered in 1965, has enjoyed 
continuous growth and pro
gress. 

Plain View was one of the 
first county areas whose pa
trons voted to tax themselves 
to provide better fire protec
tion. Except for one or two 
small sections, all of Sampson 
County is now served by fire 
districts. 

The successful referendum 
was conducted in the mid-60s 
and the fire station was built 
then. A few years ago the 
building was expanded, ad
ding two more bays, each deep 
enough for two vehicles. 

"Marion Bass came over 
here from Halls to help us get 
the fire department started," 
Tew said. "He really helped 
us and we appreciated it." 

There were about 30 
members when the depart
ment was organized. The first 
chief, who served for three 
years, was P. M. Sills. 

In those days qualifications 
were much less rigid. 

All firemen are now 
members of the auxiliary until 
240 hours of training are 
completed. 

Membership now numbers 
46, including 10 fire medics 
not trained in firefighting. 
There are also 10 members 
certified both as firefighters 
and fire medics. 

Fire medics administer first 
aid at the scene and assist 
rescue squad workers, but can 
not transport patients. 

The fire district abuts 
Dunn's on the north and Spi
vey's Corner's to the south 
and southwest into Mingo 
Township as far as the old 
school. Mingo has no fire de
partment, being served in 
other areas by Herring, Cle
ment and Dunn. 

Plain View's fire equipment 
now includes two pumpers, 
three tankers, a brush truck 
and fire medic unit, stocked 
with oxygen and complete 
first-aid equipment. 

Christ The King 
Catholic Church 

Rev. Martin Madison, Pastor 

Dial 882-1244 

1505 Kivett Drive I • High Point, NC 
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Firefighters Battle 
House Fires 

By Lynn Earley 
Lexington Dispatch 

Staff Reporter 

LEXINGTON-Firemen 
feverishly searched a burning 
Hill Street residence for sev
eral minutes recently, fearing 
children were trapped in the 
house. 

The West Lexington and 
Welcome volunteer firemen 
soon learned the children of 
Wayne and Debbie Blackwell 
were not trapped in the blaz
ing house, however. They then 
confined their work to 
squelching the flames, which 
destroyed most of the two
bedroom, white frame house 
as rain pelted down on the 
smoking roof. 

Elsewhere, two more houses 
in the Lexington area sus
tained heavy damage from 
fires on Eighth and Foyell 
streets. 

In the Eighth Street fire, 
flames and smoke damaged 
much of the residence, which 
belongs to occupant Howard 
Hinton. "It's major damage 
to that house," Lexington Fire 
Chief Tommy Williams said. 

The style of the house, 
which had a false ceiling as 
well as an original ceiling, 
hampered firefighters' efforts, 
Williams said. By the time 
firemen arrived, flames had 
damaged a staircase so much 
firemen could not use it. In 
addition, firemen apparently 
were not called to the scene 
when occupants first noticed 
the blaze around the fireplace. 

The residents tried to put 
out the fire by themselves be
fore calling the fire depart
ment, fire reports show. 

"Those old houses don't 
have fire stops in the walls 
and fire spreads so fast in the 
hidden areas," Williams said. 
"My firemen knocked the fire 
down but it was burning in 
the walls and between the 
ceilings and in the attic." 

Fire officials have not pin
pointed the ca use of the blaze. 
"They told us they detected 
the fire in the wall first so I 
don't know what started the 
fire," Williams said. Firemen 
were called to the house about 
8:25 P.M. and stayed until 
about 20 minutes after mid
night. 

In the Foyell Street fire, a 
front bedroom was ablaze 
when firemen arrived around 
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3:40 this morning. The cause 
of the fire, which resulted in 
fire damage to the bedroom 
and smoke damage to the rest 
of the house, is under inves
tigation by the Fire Marshal 
and the Davidson County 
Sheriff's Department. 

Occupant Ernest Corbett 
had suffered bums on his 
hands and a cut on his head. 
He was taken to Lexington 
Memorial Hospital. Ardell 
Lanier owns the one-story 
frame residence. Firemen 
were there until about 5 A.M. 

In the Hill Street fire, 
neighbors had worried 
someone might bein thefour
room house, West Lexington 
Assistant Fire Chief Foy 
Young said. "The lady next 
door said she thought there 
were children and even 
thought the woman who lived 
there was home," Young said. 

Even after other neighbors 
said they were confident the 
Blackwells were not home, 
firemen still checked the res
idence for occupant~, Young 
said. They searched under 
beds and mattresses, in 
closets and in other areas 
where children might have 
hidden, he said. 

A neighbor had spotted the 
Hill Street blaze and hurried 
to his house to use the tele
phone, Dennis Martin said as 
he stood outside his residence, 
watching smoke darken the 
rainy sky around the house. 
"She was walking down the 
road and saw the flames 
coming out of the roof," Mar
tin said. He called for help af
ter the neighbor spotted the 
fire. 

When firemen arrived, 
flames and billowing black 
smoke had engulfed the 
house, assistant chief Young 
said. Rain continued to pour, 
as firemen worked on the 
blaze. Later, firefighters and 
Fire Marshal Charlie Com 
checked for the cause of the 
fire, which started in the liv
ing room. 

The father, Wayne, wears 
size 15 or 15½ shirt, 9½ shoes 
and 31 medium pants. The 
mother, Debbie, wears a med
ium or large top, size 11 pants 
or 31 in waist and size 7½ 
shoes. The two girls are 6 and 
12. Jodie, 5, wears an 11 ½ or 
12 shoe, size 6x clothing and 
Patty wears size 7½ shoe, 
small tops and size 12 pants. 
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New Fire Dept. Could Be 
Under Roof by February 

By Jim Aycock 
Black Mountain News 

BLACK MOUNTAIN
Fire Chief Gary Bartlett and 
Larry Traber, the architect, 
presented plans for a new 
public safety building to the 
Black Mountain Board of 
Aldermen at their regularly 
scheduled November meeting. 
They said bids on the job could 
be expected by the December 
meeting &·nd the structure 
could be under roof by the end 
of February. 

The presentation was of 
Phase I, which is mainly the 
fire station. Other depart
ments of city government will 
be built later. 

facing on the street side. 
"I feel real good about these 

plans," Bartlett told the 
board. "This building will 
blend into the natural beauty 
of the area and is well within 
the budget." 

Traber said the plans were 
complete but would require 
about a month of waiting for 
approval by the Department 
of Insurance. However, he 
continued, bids can be ac
cepted within another week 
and should be in-house by the 
second week of Decem her. 
Nothing can happen until 
January, he said, but the 
structure can be under roof 

quickly after that, by the end 
of February. 

The town completed pur
chase of the Big Buy building 
earlier in November. The 
plans are a major step forward 

· in a long process that began 
when the old fire station be
came unsafe and too far gone 
to repair cost-efficiently. 

One feature of the new 
building is a display window 
on the street end which will 
show off vintage firefighting 
equipment. While we call it a 
museum, it is really just 
another truck bay, Bartlett 
said, making it cost efficient 
in operation and attractive at 
the same time. 

The most visible part of the 
whole job will come at once, 
the construction of fire truck 
bays on what is now vacant 
property in front of the old 
Big Buy building. The new 
structure will be a metal 
building with decorative stone 

Fire Claims Chiefs Home 
By Phil Gurkin 

Dunn Daily Record 
Managing Editor 

DUNN-A fire Wednes-

Major Fire Averted 
by Swift Action 

Mount Airy 
News Staff Report 

MOUNT AIRY -About 
nine residents of Moody's 
Apartments on Franklin 
Street were forced to stay else
where after a fire gutted one 
resident's living room. 

The blaze was reported at 
4:25 p.m. in the apartment of 
Ricky and Robin Rudisill, 
according to Mount Airy Fire 
Chief Bill Joe Woodruff. 

No ca use has been deter
mined, but Woodruff said the 
fire started in a living room 
couch. The fire chief added 
that Mrs. Rudisill, who was 
home at the time with her 3-
year-old son, doesn't smoke. 

"She had lit a candle, but 
we don 't know if that was the 
cause," Woodruff said. 

The fire sent smoke pouring 
from the rear of the building 
as firemen donned air packs 
and made their way through 
the structure, checking to see 
if all the residents were out. 

A group of tenants huddled 
together in a car to keep warm 
as the blaze was brought 
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under control. 
"There was right much fire 

in the back room," Woodruff 
said of the incident. 

However, he credited Mrs. 
Rudisill's alertness to pre
venting a major disaster in 
the building, owned by Robert 
Moody. 

"She did a real good job," 
Woodruff said, noting that the 
woman shut the door to the 
room, which kept the fire from 
spreading. 

"If the door had been open, 
we would have had a tre
mendous amount of fire." 

Although no damage esti
mate has been given, most of 
the family 's belongings, 
which were uninsured, were 
destroyed, Woodruff added. 

He said the tenants were 
forced to find a place to stay 
as a safety precaution. Several 
stayed with friends, while 
others went to local motels. 

The fire chief' said the fire 
had created an odor in the 
building, which is home to 
several elderly persons, and 
he wanted to prevent any 
chance of lung infections. 

Call 553-4021 °' 
In 1me,..nc1es 
ean 553-7693 

5121 Widelpan Drive Ii ' 
laleith,NC 

day, November 19, destroyed 
the home of the fire chief of 
Clement Volunteer Fire De
partment located in western 
Sampson County. 

Chief Thomas Williams and 
his family lost everything 
they owned in the blaze and 
their many friends through
out the area are doing every
thing possible to assist the 
family. Chief Williams and 
his wife, Joanne, have three 
children. 

No one was home when the 
fire waa di.covered at 8:30 
a.m. and no one was injured. 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams had 
left home for work and the 
children were in school. 

The home was a large 
double-wide type mobile home 
and it burned quickly. Fire
men had not yet pinpointed 
the exact cause of the fire, but 
it is believed it started in the 
utility room. 

Firemen from three Samp
son County volunteer units 
responded to the call includ
ing the Clement, Spivey's 
Comer and Herring Volunteer 
Fire Departments. 

Assistant Clement Chief 
Danny Strickland said the tire 
had broken through the roof 
when firemen arrived and the 
entire inside was already 
gutted by flames. He said un
fortunately there was no way 
the home could be saved. It is 

Continued on page 6 
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Fire Dept. Has 100th Birthday 
Continued from page 2 

partment has nine separate 
bedrooms and a training room 
located upstairs. There also 
are two poles for the firefight
ers but Sizemore confessed 
that he usually uses the stairs 
instead. Domino the dalma
tion and last mascot of the 
Reidsville facility died in 1968, 
but according to Sizemore, 
plans are being made to re-

Keys for New 
Fire Station 

MOUNT AIRY-David 
Hughes, chief of the Franklin 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
recently accepted keys to the 
department's new Greenhill 
Station from Guy Money, 
president of the unit's board 
of directors. Secretary, Worth 
Haynes was also present. 

An open house was held 
Sunday, November 16, at the 
new station, which expands 
the Franklin Fire District to 
include River Hill Estates, the 
White Pines Country Club 
section and additional areas 
of the Pipers Gap Road sec
tion. 

place Domino and restore the 
familiar symbol to the fire 
house. 

A staff of 21 full-time fire
fighters are supported by 20 
volunteers, all well trained to 
handle emergencies, accord
ing to Sizemore. The firefight
ers are rigorously trained in 
the classroom and in the field 
in the latest methods and 
techniques by six certified 
instructors within the de
partment. 

With an average age of 30 
at the Reidsville department, 
five men are assigned to a 
shift and are on-call at any 
time. A schedule of a Reids
ville firefighter is to work at 
24-hour shift and be off 48 
hours. 

Firefighting methods have 
been revolutionized during the 
history of the city's fire de
partment. In the early days 
and until the 1950s, firefight
ing was done mainly from the 
street, flooding buildings and 
houses to extinguish the fire. 
The method was effective in 
fighting fires but the excessive 
amount of water caused more 
damage than the fire. 

Today's firefighter uses 
water sprays, fog nozzles and 
a self-contained breathing 

Gasoline Spill Contained 
by Yanceyville VFD 
CASWELL-A potentially 
explosive situation involving 
a gasoline spill in Yanceyville 
was handled quickly and 
without problems by the 
Yanceyville Volunteer Fire 
Department recently. 

The spill took place when a 
gasoline tanker overfilled the 
tanks at Ron's Quickie Mart 
on Main Street in Yanceyville. 
Approximately 100 gallons of 
the explosive fluid spilled out 
onto the store's lot and ran 
down the street. 

Yanceyville firemen quickly 
cordoned off the street from 
both sides of the store lot, and 
moved trucks in position to 
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wash the gasoline away. A 
backhoe was borrowed from 
the town, and a hole was dug 
in a nearby low-lying area to 
accept the gas. 

Under the watchful eye of 
an agent from the Environ
mental Protection Agency, 
who was going through the 
town on his way to a site in 
Pelham, the gasoline was 
washed into the hole. Later, a 
sip hone was placed in the bot: 
tom of the hole to take out the 
water, and a tanker came to 
pump out the gasoline. 

County Fire Marshal Ver
non Massengil said the sit
uation was a very dangerous 
one. "All it would have taken 
was one spark from a dis
carded match or cigarette, or 
from a car going by with a 
muffler dragging the street, 
and the gasoline could have 
exploded," he said. "I'm very 
proud of the way the fire de
partment handled the spill." 

D. J. ROSE 
& SON, INC. 
216 Mayo Street 
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Rocky Mount, NC 

apparatus to battle blazes. 
The equipment uses very little 
water compared with earlier 
methods and allows the fire
fighters to perform rescue 
operations while keeping wa
ter damage minimal. 

During 1985, the Reidsville 
Fire Department answered 
318 alarms; 92 were for house 
fires, to property valued at 
$1,508,950 with total fire loss 
estimated at $210,650. The 
figure represents a savings of 
$1,298,300tothetaxpayersof 
Reidsville. According to 
Sizemore, the leading cause 
of house fires is a problem 
chimney.No deaths due to fire 
were reported during the year. 

In addition to station duties, 
maintenance of apparatus 
and training, the Reidsville 
Fire Department offers a first 
responder assistance program 
to the Rockingham County 
Emergency Medical Service, 
a home inspection and smoke 
detector program, fire in
spections, Sparky's school 
program and periodic pres
entations to civic and indus
trial organizations. · 

Officials of the fire de
partment held a presentation 
ceremony commemorating 
100 years of service November 
19, and sponsored a memorial 
service and open house Sun
day, November 23, to honor 
the retired firefighters who 
have died. 

Stone Elected 
Fire Marshal 

RAEFORD-Charles 
Jesse Stone Jr., of Raeford, a 
graduate of Hoke County 
High School, has been elected 
to serve residents of his floor 
in Parker Hall as fire mar
shal!. Parker Hall, a residence 
facility for 280 men, was con
structed in 1970 and named 
in .memory of El wood W. 
Parker, a long-time benefactor 
of Chowan College. 

Stone, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles J. Stone, 1002 N. 
Magnolia, Raeford, is study
ing health and physical edu
cation at Chowan College. He 
is a member of First Baptist 
Church, Raeford. · 

Chowan is a two-year resi
dential college with 900 stu
dents who represent 20 states 
and 14 countries. Over 40 as
sociate degree programs are 
offered. 
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Gas Fire Training 
Conducted in Nash 

ROCKY MOUNT
Things heated up recently 
when 103 volunteer firemen 
from Nash County attended 
liquid petroleum gas training 
schools in Spring Hope and 
Red Oak. 

Members from the Red Oak, 
Spring Hope, Nashville, 
Momeyer, Bailey, Whitakers, 
Middlesex, West Mount, 
Stony Creek, Castalia, Bat
tleboro, Sharpsburg, Ferrells, 
Coopers, Momeyer, Salem 
and Stanhope volunteer fire 
departments attended. 

The training included three 
hours of classroom instruction 
and four hours of technique 
application. 

The highly volatile petro
leum fires are difficult to ex
tinguish. 

The firefighters are taught 
to use water hoses to spray a 
fog pattern to beat back the 
blaze. While flames spew 
overhead, a fireman goes to 
the source of the gas leak, 

finds the gas nozzle and turns 
it off. 

Once the gas source is dis
connected, firefighters can 
concentrate solely on con
taining the fire. 

Brian Brantley, the assist
ant director of Nash County 
Emergency Medical Services, 
said the project was a success. 
The classes and part_icipation 
were excellent, he said. 

"We hope to try to continue 
this annually," Brantley said. 

The training instructors 
were Nash County Fire Mar
shal Dave Cauble and Tim 
Bradley, the executive director 
of the North Carolina Fire 
Commission. 

The county's Emergency 
Medical Services and Nash 
Technical College sponsored 
the exercise. The Little River 
Gas Co. of Nashville fur. 
nished the tanker truck, 
which was driven by E.C. 
Wiggs of Spring Hope. 

Fire Claims Chiefs Home 
Continued from page 5 

located just over a mile from 
the Clement Fire Department 
of which Williams is chief. 

Strickland said it took some 
20 minutes to knock the fire 
down. He said extreme heat 
and pressure had built up in
side the home as the fire had 
been burning uncontrolled. A 
solid wooden back door was 
blown from the structure as a 
result of the pressure, he said. 

A local resident, R. J. Stew
art, was the first to see the 
fire. He saw smoke coming 
from the home as he passed 
in his car. He went to a nearby 
home to call the fire depart
ment and by the time he 
looked again, flames had 
broken through the roof. 

Ironically, Williams' own 
Clement department which 
was closest to the fire had only 
two vehicles to send to the call. 
One of its pumper trucks was 
in the shop for repairs and a 
brand new fire truck was sit
ting in the fire department, 
but could not be driven be
cause final paperwork re
quired for a Farmers Home 
Administration loan had not 
been completed. The depart-

Valley Discount 
Mart 

Phone 758-4297 
Route 5, Box 578 

Lenoir, North Carolina 

ment bought the new truck 
with the assistance of an FHA 
loan. 

But, this was not a factor in 
the loss of the chiefs home, 
firemen report. The home was 
already totally engulfed in 
flames upon their arrival and 
equipment from the other two 
departments answering the 
call arrived very quickly and 
was sufficient to have saved 
the home if it has been possi
ble. 

Chief Williams and his 
family are now living with his 
mother who resides nearby in 
the Clement community. 
They were pretty certain it 
started in the utility room area 
which contained the home's 
electric furnace, electrical 
panel and washer and dryer. 

The Williams family in
cludes three children still at 
home. They have a pair of 
six-year-old twins and a 12-
year-old, all girls. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Williams said their 
local community has already 
been very generous to them 
in supplying clothes and other 
needs, but any and all useful 
items of this nature are ap
preciated. 
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Fireman's Day A 
Roaring Success 

By Jamey Jones 
Sampson Independent 

Staff Writer 

CLINTON-Roseboro's 
fire department hosted its first 
Sampson County-Roseboro 
Fireman's Day Saturday, 
November 22. 

Garland's fire chief stood 
on the side line watching his 
boys prepare for the relay. He 
yelled to inspire his squad, 
"Come on now boys!" 

The train of firemen took 
off, lugging a ten or twelve 
foot black hose. First through 
two sets of tires - stumbling 
all the way, then on the 
ground groveling under a rope 
barrier. The caboose lay out
stretched, half under, half out 
from under the rope, reaching 
for the ever elusive black hose 
that the men kept dropping. 

Rounding the barrels, the 
remaining three firemen 
managed to make it around 
the first two barrels, but car• 
ried the third barrel with them 
a few feet. 

"Kenny keeps us in line," 
said one of the Cumberland 
County Cotton Volunteer 
firemen. 

"That's th~ reason I wear 
these boots," said Kenny 
Locklear. ruaains- hie heel in 
the ground and pointing his 
boot toe up. 

"I think it turned out pretty 
good," said Roseboro fire chief 
Billy Herring, after five of the 
seven events had been de
cided. 

Roseboro' s firefighters were 
playing host to the games and 
therefore did not compete. 

For a first year effort, the 
Sampson County-Roseboro 
Fireman's Day seemed a suc
cess. Seven teams competed: 
Pembroke, Plain View, Au
tryville, Raynham, McDonald 
from Lumberton, Garland, 
Cotton from Hope Mills, and 
two teams from Stedman. 

The firemen rode high in 
their red trucks during the 11 
a.m. parade, part of the fire
man's day celebration. 

The fire fighting competi
tion included the ladder climb, 
putting on air packs, a water 
barrel fight, tum out gear 
competition, and command 
post compe~tion. 
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In the command post com
petition one fireman tried to 
direct blinded firefighters 
where to spray water. Fire
fighters raced to get geared 
in tum out and air packs. One 
fireman represented each 
team in these events. 

They seemed to have the 
most trouble with the tire, rope 
and barrel obstacle course 
they ran while carrying a 
hose. Four or five were to carry 
the hose through the course, 
but most teams lost a man or 
two along the way. 

On lookers hee hawed as 
they watched the faltering 
firemen run the course. 

One lady in the crowd 
yelled, "My house has burned 
down by now!" 

The score sheet showed the 
two Stedman teams running 
neck in neck from event to 
event, followed closely by 
Plain View. 

When the competition 
ended,Stedmanllhadearned 
the first place overall, Sted
man I, runner-up, and Plain 
View took third. 

In the individual events the 
teams placed as follows: 

Turn out - Stedman II, 
Plain View, Stedman I. 

Air Pack - Stedman II, 
Stedman I, Plain View. 

Obstacle - Stedman I, 
Cotton, Stedman II. 

Ladder - Stedman II, 
Stedman I, Plain View. 

Catch a Hydrant - Sted
man II, Plain View, Stedman 
I. 

Command Post - Pem
broke, Stedman I, Stedman II. 

Water Brigade - Pem
broke, Raynham McDonald, 
Garland. 

Water Barrel Fight -
Stedman I, Cotton, Raynham 
McDonald. 

Shirts with the Roseboro 
fire department seal were sold. 

The Roseboro squad expects 
to make Fireman's Day a 
annual event said Dan Caison 
of the squad. He hopes the 
competition will be hosted by 
different Sampson County 
fire departments. 
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Firefighters Take The Heat 
By Lisa Taylor 

Morehead City-Beaufort 
News-Times Staff Writer 

MOREHEAD CITY-It's 
hot, dirty and sometimes 
dangerous work. Yet some
body has to do it. 

The many paid and volun
teer firefighters in Carteret 
County, however, see their 
jobs a little differently. They 
like what they do, although 
they never know when they 
will be roused from sleep dur
ing the wee hours or what they 
will find when they roll up to 
the scene of a fire. 

They must be ready to jump 
and less than a moment's no
tice and must be proficient at 
what they do. 

That's why firefighters, and 
especially fire chiefs, appre
ciate any opportunity for 
training, as was the case in 
October, for Morehead City 
Fire Chief Jerry Leonard and 
his brother, Atlantic Beach 
Fire Chief Jimmy Leonard. 

Paid and volunteer fire
fighters from both depart
men ts trained using an 
abandoned house just west of 
Morehead City for a residen
tial sprinkler demonstration 
and working on various fire
fighting techniques. 

Before the drills began, one 
room of the single-story house 
was set up with a sprinkler 
head. Five firefighters (and 
one nervous newspaper re
porter) sat in the room while 
fire, which was started in a 
bucket, licked its way up to a 
pair of curtains. Within 55 
seconds after the curtains 
ignited, the sprinkler head 
went off, immediately dousing 
the fire, and those sitting in 
the room. 

Next, all windows and 
doors were shut, and the house 
was filled with smoke from 

smoldering bales of damp 
straw. Firefighters donned 
airpacks, crawling through 
the house in groups of two or 
three, in search of "fire vic
tims." 

They pulled fire hoses along 
with them and moved through 
the pitch black house by fol
lowing the walls, reaching 
behind couches and beds in 
search of bodies (other fire
fighters playing dead), 
checking closed doors for heat 
and searching for the source 
of the fire. 

In situations where smoke 
completely blocks vision, 
firefighters may have to stop 
breathing for a moment so 
they can listen for a telltale 
crackling sound and follow 
that noise to the flames. 

By the time the last group 
entered, the house had heated 
up considerably, and so had 
the firefighters, with most 
admitting they would rather 
fight fire during cooler winter 
months. The heat that builds 
up around them and under
neath their heavy suits, 
combined with the strenuous 
work of pulling hoses and 
carrying other gear can be 
exhausting. In more serious 
fires, it might take several 
"strike teams" to knock down 
a blaze. The groups work like 
tag teams, trading off to get a 
brief rest and full airpacks. 

In the drill, the real heat 
came at the end, when fire
fiiihters set the house ablaze. 
That was the real reason it 
had been donated to the fire 
department in the first place. 

It didn't take too long for 
the dwelling to catch. And 
once the fire got rolling, it sent 
a massive cloud of dense 
smoke high into the sky. Cur
ious spectators began inching 
away from the blaze as the 
heat made the cool, fall day 

First Substation 
KINSTON -The Hugo 

Volunteer Fire Department 
will soon be the first depart
ment in the area to have it's 
own substation which will 
serve approximately 300 res
idences. With three-fourths 
acre ofland on RPR 1742 do
nated by Clyde Cunningham, 
the department will begin 
construction of a 2-bay, 40-foot 
by 36-foot facility which will 

GLENOIT 
MILLS, 
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Tarboro, N.C. 

be built by the R.N. Rouse Co. 
of Goldsboro. 

The projected date of com
pletion is mid-January. On 
hand for the ground breaking 
were: Fleming Taylor, Hugo 
V.F.D., president; Clyde 
Cunningham; County Com
missioner Lynwood Barwick 
and Hugo V.F.D. Chief 
Johnny Craft. 
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seem more like a sweltering 
Carteret County summer day. 

The firefighters surrounded 
the houses with hoses and 
watered down nearby ·trees 
and flying embers. A tanker 
truck would leave to fill up 
with water and return to un
load into two holding tanks. 

By evening, all that was left 
were the cement floor and 
chimney bricks. 

Morehead City Fire Chief 
Jerry Leonard said his de
partment burned abandoned 
houses about three to four 
times a year and conducted 
other training sessions. 

All state firefighters must 
meet a minimum of 36 hours 
a year in training and meet
ings to be eligible for state 
death benefits. 

The city, however, requires 
its firefighters to meet Level I 
of the National Fire Protec
tion Agency's "1001 Fire 
Training Standard." They 
have two years to complete 
the 120-hour training. 

Atlantic Beach Fire Chief 
Jimmy Leonard said his vol
unteers were not required to 
meet that standard. However, 
many of his firefighters 
completed the training on 
their own. 

Both chiefs said they would 
like to sign up a few more 
"good" volunteers. Anyone 
interested in joining the 
Morehead City deparllllent 
should contact Chief .lerrJT 
Leonard at 247-261 l. Anyone 
interested in joining the 
Atlantic Beach department 
should contact Chief Jimmy 
Leonard at 726-7361. 

"Everybody's hunting for 
volunteers," Chief Jerry 
Leonard said of all the mu
nicipal and rural fire de
partments in Carteret County. 
"We just need to get the word 
out that people can become 
volunteers." 
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Firemen Make Wish List, 
In Light of Study 

By Lynn Earley 
Lexington Dispatch 

Staff Reporter 

LEXINGTON
Lelt.ington firemen have 
compiled a wish list, of sorts, 
for the new fire station they 
hope the city soon will build. 

"With the Fire Department, 
we've got to define what they 
want first," City Manager 
Duke Whisenant told the City 
Council recently, saying he 
will seek firefighters' input so 
the city can push forward on 
the project. 

Discussion of the city's 
space needs has surfaced in 
recent weeks as a result of a 
study the city received in Oc
tober. This study, by the con
sulting group CE Maguire, 
lists as a pressing need a new 
fire station to replace head
quarters on West Center 
Street, at an estimated cost of 
$865,000, without land costs. 

In the first step toward 
making a new station a real
ity, Fire Chief Tommy Willi
ams has ordered a book with 
floor plans of other situations. 
Firemen also hope to visit a 
few other stations to gain an 
idea of what they need. 

In addition to recommen
dations for a new fire station, 
the etudy aJeo ehowe a need 
for expansion in most de
partments, at least in the next 
10 years. The study shows the 
best way to combine offices 
and sets up time tables for 
building projects. 

Department directors had 
given the consulting group 
information about their cur-

rent number of employees and 
their current space needs. 
They also predicted how 
many employees they would 
need in the next 10 years. The 
consultants also visited each 
department and interviewed 
people. 

The city has about 398 em
ployees in 11 major depart
ments. "These agencies are 
now located in a number of 
locations around the city and 
lack a degree of centraliza
tion," the study says. 

Most of the city's buildings 
are re-used older facilities 
which lack efficient design, 
other than the new police sta
tion and fire station No. 3 on 
Biesecker Road, the report 
says. The city has maintained 
and renovated its buildings 
to meet quality standards, 
however, other than some of 
the public works and public 
utilities buildings, the study 
says. 

A new administrative 
building should be the city's 
second priority, after the fire 
station, the study says. Es
timated cost is $2.2 million. 
This building would house the 
city manager and mayor, two 
department directors and the 
department of finance, per
sonnel building and engi
neeriq. 

At the Police Department, 
more space may be needed by 

.J-992, the study says, recom
mending adding another 
story to the building, for an 
estimated cost in current dol
lars of $873,000. 

The Recreation Department 
needs another gym, more 
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storage and shop space and a 
larger service area, with an 
estimated $483,000 price tag, 
unless the city builds a new 
gym, which would boost the 
cost to $1.2 million. Some 
other departments need cen
tralized offices, more storage, 
expanded office space and 
other changes, the study in
dicates. 

In addition to its evaluation 
of building needs, the study 
also points out the need for 
more parking in the future, 
with their estimate of the 
demand ranging from about 
120 to 160 slots. 

The Fire Department needs 
more space for its trucks, 
Williams said. The three 
trucks are parked in the larg
est part of the building, with 
the ladder of one truck ex
tending so far back it reaches 
beyond offices, almost into a 
hallway. 

Firemen, whose 19 beds are 
squeezed into one dormitory
style bedroom, also names 
semi-private sleeping quarters 
as one suggested improve
ment. 

There is no heat in the cur
rent bedroom, Williams said. 
The only heat register in the 
sleeping area is in a small 
bathroom to one side of the 
bedroom. A window unit air 
conditioner cools the large 
bedroom in summer and 
firemen share one toilet and 
two showers upstairs, with a 
couple of more toilets down
stairs near the office area. 

Wiring in the building is 
inadequate for the number of 
appliances used in the Fire 
Department and City Hall, 
Williams said. Although the 
study calls the department a 
fire hazard, Williams does not 
go that far in his comments. 

"It's just a dilapidated 
building," he said. "You can 
take an old building that 
would look bad, as long as it's 
kept up and has safety devi
ces, I don't know that I would 
call it a fire hazard. I would 
say this, if it ever does catch 
fire, it would be hard to stop 
because of the construction." 
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Fire 'Pre-Plans' Slated 
for Schools 
Boon Watauga Democrat 

By Brent Childers 
Staff Writer 

BOONE - The county 
currently is developing "pre
plans" for the nine schools in 
the Watauga County school 
system in an effort to prepare 
schools and emergency ser
vice agencies for the worst of 
possible fire emergencies, 
County Fire Marshall Lester 
V. Rich said recently. 

Rich said his office recently 
completed the first pre-plan, 
which will be for Parkway 
Elementary School. He said 
the plans detail the ground
work on how school students 
and personnel, fire depart
ments and law enforcement 
agencies are to respond in 
case the elementary school 
would experience a fire 
emergency. 

"What we are doing with 
the pre-plans, are preparing 
for the worse," Rich said. 

Although Rich said Park
way Elementary School has 
several unique problems re
lated to fire emergencies, he 
said there is no specific reason 
for completing the first pre
plan on that school and that 
his office now is preparing to 
draw up the plans for the re
maining eight schools. 

He said the pre-plans in
clude detailed instruction for 
all fire departments which 
would be expected to respond 
to a fire emergency. In addi
tion, personnel with the 
Emergency Medical Service, 
the Watauga County Sheriffs 
Department and the N.C. 
Highway Patrol are included 
in the planning. 

The planning takes into 
account what accommoda
tions could be made for school 
students and personnel in 
case a fire emergency occurred 
at a time when weather con
ditions are severe, how to 
handle traffic in congested 
areas, which agencies are to 
respond and what duties 
each agency will be respon
sible for. 

The fire marshal office's 
pre-plans encompass all as
pects of a fire emergency, un
like a situation when only one 
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or two fire trucks would re
spond to a fire drill at a school. 
The pre-plans include con
ducting mock emergency 
drills where school, fire de
partment, law enforcement 
personnel, and other emer• 
gency service agencies will 
make a test run of the newly 
established pre-plan. 

One particular problem the 
fire marshal's office has en
countered during planning for 
an emergency at Parkway 
Elementary School is the lack 
of a sufficient water supply. 

The fire marshal said sta
tistics show that a fire can 
double its size every two 
minutes. 

The job of getting enough 
water immediately for an 
emergency at Parkway Ele
mentary via fire department 
tankers is compounded by the 
fact that the nearest volunteer 
departments have limited 
capacities and the loaded 
tankers must travel steep 
grades, while the response 
time for a larger tanker truck 
from Boone could be as long 
as 12 minutes. 

Rich said the pre-plans are 
designed to help the Boone 
departments and other area 
volunteer departments coor
dinate their efforts to cut down 
on the initial response time. 

Rich completed a week-long 
fire inspection o~ aJJ th.
schools. N .C. General Sta tut.es 
require the inspections to be 
made every 90 days, which 
amounts to about four in
spections each year. 

He said the inspections 
consist of general observa
tions about fire safety, such 
as checks on fire alarm sys
tems, making sure fire exits 
are accessible and easy to 
open, and whether or not any 
unsafe housekeeping practi
ces exist at any of the schools. 

Rich said all the schools 
were in good shape overall. 

The only significant viola
tion noted by the fire marshal 
was a faulty fire alarm at 
Watauga High School. Rich 
said officials with the com
pany which installed the sys
tem have been contacted and 
the problem is being corrected. 
He said he has found one fire 
exit which would not open and 
several fire extinguishers that 
need replacing, but that no 
major problems have been 
discovered. 

"All in all, we feel the 
schools are safe in regard to 
warnings, evacuations and 
housekeeping," Rich said. 
"But in case there is a fire at 
one of our schools, the new 
pre-plans are going to better 
prepare everyone involved in 
such an emergency." 
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