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Near Tragedy Breeds Heroism News Release • • • 

GASTON-The scene was 
like something out of the 
movies recently as clouds of 
black smoke could be seen for 
miles over the small town of 
Gaston. 

The accident, in which a 
tractor-trailer turned over 
spilling fuel onto the road 
that caught fire and spread 
into a trailer park, caused 
damages estimated into the 
thousands of dollars. 

Two mobile homes were de
stroyed by fire, another four 
damaged to the point they 
could not be inhabited and 
four privately owned vehi
cles were totaled, along with 
the oil tanker carrying boiler 
fuel to Champion Interna
tional in Roanoke Rapids. 

Charged in the accident 
was Ann Stone Thacker, 59 
of Garysburg with improp
erly making a turn in front of 
the tractor-trailer 

North Carolina State 
Trooper J.M. Haberson said 
th e truck driver, Clarence 
Gaymon, 39 of Portsmouth, 
Va., attempted to go around 
the won1an 's Mercury Mar
qu\8 -wl\He apptYln g "his 
brakes, but that the truck 
struck the Thacker car in the 
rear. 

Thacker and Gaymon were 
part of six taken to Halifax 
Memorial Hospital in 

Cordova Fire 

Department 
We would like to inform 

you that the Cordova and 
East Rockingham Fire 
Dept.'s were evaluated in 
June and were awarded rat
ings of 5/9 for Cordova and 
6/9 for East Rockingham. 
The Cordove Fire Depart
ment was organized in 
March 1956 and operated on 
donations until it became a 
tax district in 1981. Since 
then we have worked toward 
a lower rating, buying three 
new trucks, hose, airpacks 
etc. 

We now have the lowest 
rating of any Volunteer Fire 
Department in the County. 
In March of 1986 we cele
brated 30 years of service 
and invited all who had 
served prior to the anni ver
sary, serving some 150 men 
and women with barbecued 
pork. The pig was donated by 
Sunny Acres Farm who lies 
within our fire district. 

The new rating became ef
fective November 1, 1987. 

Submitted By 
Ex-Chief Don Fisher 
Cordova, NC 

Roanoke Rapids, where all 
were treated and released. 

However, that figure could 
have been higher if not for 
the fast action of two men on 
coming up on the scene. 

Bill Harrison of Roanoke 
Rapids was driving to work 
in Richmond, Va. and Jack 
Norton of Gaston was a 
memberoftheGaston Volun
teer Fire Department. 

When the tanker, carrying 
6,000 gallons of fuel, over
turned, the fuel caught fire 
and threatened several mo
bile homes in Macon Price's 
Trailer Park. 

Inside one of those homes 
were three people, two in
fants and an adult, unaware 
of what was going on around 
them. 

Harrison and Norton were 
going from trailer to trailer 
to see if they were occupied 
when they came upon the 
mobile home in which Holly 
Walters (4-months-old), her 
year-old sister and 47-year
old Teresa Barber were lo
cated. 

As the flames got closer, 
Ham son said he made a run
ning leap into the door and 
broke it open. Inside, just 
waking from a nap, was the 
women. She didn't know 
there was a fire around her. 

Harrison grabbed the chil
dren and started running 
with them as the woman fol
lowed. But, according to Nor
ton, "suddenly there was a 
wall of flame separating the 
woman from Harrison and 
the children." 

That is when Norton went 
into action, taking Mrs. Bar-

her around the fire to safety. 
As Harrison ran through the 
fuel, he slipped and fell and 
burned his hands, but did not 
drop the children. 

Both said they acted with
out thinking and that the 
Lord was with each of them 
in their heroic attempts. 

1\ssistance was given to 
the Gaston Volunteer Fire 
Department by the Roanoke 
Rapids Fire Department and 
volunteer departments from 
Garysburg, Weldon, 
Jackson, Rheasville, Davie, 
Emporia, Va. and Gasburg, 
Va. 

The clean-up of the oil spill 
was completed by Petro
Chem Recovery of Norfolk, 
Va. Sam McKay. a represen
tative of the company, said 
the removed soil was being 
taken to a landfill. 

George Walton, of the 
Chesapeake-based Reactive 
Management Co., was also 
involved in the clean-up op
eration. 

Rescue assistance during 
the accident and fire was pro
vided by the Gaaton Volun
teer Rescue Squad, 
Northampton Emergency 
Medical Services, Halifax 
Emergency Medical Serv
ices, Roanoke Valley Rescue 
Squad and the Emporia Vol
unteer Rescue Squad. 

Law enforcement officers 
on the scene were from the 
Gaston Police Department, 
Northampton County Sher
iff's Department, the High
way Patrol, Roanoke Rapids 
Police Department and the 
Halifax County Sheriff's De
partment. 

A call for papers has been 
issued for the fifth Interna
tional Fire Protection Engi
neering Institute scheduled 
for 21 May to 31 May 1989 at 
Carleton University, Ot
tawa, Ontario, Canada. Fo
cus of the ten day event will 
be an exchange of the state
of-the-art in fire protection 
engineering as society world
wide prepares for the 1990s 
and the 21st Century. 

Papers are invited but not 
limited to the following: 
• hazard appraisal 
• fire protection system 
design, installation, testing 
and acceptance 
• incident analysis (fire in
vestigations as an engineer
ing reconstruction) 

Areas of interest may be 
fire as it occurs on, above, or 
under the ground; in the air 
or into space; on or below the 
water. Contributions to the 
state-of-the-art may have 

been in ind us try, life safety, 
the laboratory, a commercial 
application, or the public 
service sector. 

Institute sponsors are: 
BVD, Zurich, Switzerland; 
NFPA, Qunicy, MA, USA; 
SFPE, Boston, MA, USA; 
TBBS, Baarn, The Nether
lands; and the University of 
Maryland, College Park, 
MD, USA. 

Abstracts of 300-500 words 
together with author bio
graphical data are due by 1 
April 1988. Submit to, or for 
further information ... 

Institute Secretariat, Soci
ety of Fire Protection Engi
n eers, 60 Batterymarch 
Street, Boston, MA 02110 
USA, (telephone: 617-482-
0686) 

Submitted By 
Society of Fire 
Protection Engineers 
Boston,MA 

New Chief To Be SQught 
Outside Department 

By James Drew 
Wilmington Star 

Staff Writer 

WILMINGTON-The 
Wilmington City Council 
voted recently to seek appli
cants statewide for fire chief, 
overruling a recommenda
tion by Mayor Berry Wil
liams and City Councilman 
Robert Shipp. 

Williams and Shipp, a for
mer fire chief, urged the 

council to consider only can
didates from the Wilmington 
Fire Department to succeed 
Lloyd Wolfe. 

A 47-year veteran of the 
fire department, Wolfe an
nounced his retirement Sept. 
2. Wolf wanted to step down 
Oct. 31, but he has told City 
Manager Bill Farris he can 
remain in the post until the 
council selects his successor. 

New Fire Prevention· Materials 
Available To Volunteer Depts. 

Councilmen Tony Pate, 
Don Betz, Katherine Hoyt, 
Irving Fogler and Luther 
Jordan voted to advertise the 
position throughout the 
state, with Williams and 
Shipp dissenting. 

Williams, Shipp and Pate· 
were members of a commit
tee assigned to recommend 
how the new fire chief should 
be selected. 

WASHINGTON-Ready
to-use media materials are 
now available to help volun
teer fire departments capital
ize on the public awareness 
of fire safety generated by 
National Fire Prevention 
Week. The new materials are 
included in the updated edi
tion of the National Volun
teer Fire Council's (NVFC) 
resource kit, "New Tools for 
Volunteer Fire Fighters." 

"These materials provide a 
low-cost way for volunteer 
departments to follow-up 
and strengthen the impact of 
programs which begin dur
·ing Fire Prevention Week or 
to take advantage of the pub
lic's heightened fire safety 
awareness to begin new 
ones," said E. James Mo-

nihan, NVFC chairman. 
The material includes arti

cles and camera-ready adver
tisements for newspapers 
and magazines and scripts 
for radio and television 
spots. They are ready to use, 
so the time and money which 
goes into developing them 
does not have to be paid by 
individual departments, Mo
nihan said. 

The materials provide 
safety tips related to several 
topics including home heat
ing, use of flammable liq
uids, smokE;l detector mainte
nance, home escape plan
ning, burn prevention, and 
special precautions for chil
dren. 

In addition to prevention
oriented mat.erials, the "New · 

Tools" kit also contains ma
terial to assist volunteer fire 
chiefs with fundraising and 
recruiting. 

Development of "New 
Tools for Volunteer Fire 
Fighters" was sponsored by 
the Tobacco Institute as part 
of its Fire Prevention Pro
gram. More than 4,000 volun
teer departments have re
ceived copies of the original 
kit from the NVFC, and they 
will receive the new materi
als automatically. Other de
partments can obtain a free 
copy of the kit, and all the 
new material, by writing to 
"New Tools" Kit, c/o Gus 
Welter, NVFC Secretary, 
9944 Harriet Ave., Blooming
ton, MN 55420. 

Before the vote, Williams 
said he didn't see any reason 
to look for candidates outside 
the department. Shipp didn't 
make a statement. 

Pate, however, said the 
city would place itself in a 
tough position if it did not 
hire a chief from within the 
department and then started 
searching statewide. 

"We need to advertise at , 
least statewide. If someone 
within our department 
comes out on top, so be it. 
That's a better posture than 
deciding you don't have a 
candidate here. That's a slap 
on those individuals who 
have applied," he said. 
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EditOrial 
After much "soul search

ing" and weighing the pros 
and cons, I have come to a 
conclusion that I very much 
regret, but I know it's one 
that I can only make myself. 

You have heard me say, on 
numerous occasions that I 
was going to be like the "ole 
one-horse shay" and fall to 
pieces all at once, now it 
looks like I have almost suc
ceeded. A couple of months 
ago, I had a serious attack of 
pneumonia and 'anemia and 
had to be hospitalized for 8 
days. I assumed that I was 
alright since they had al
lowed me to come home. I 
started to try to catch up on 
things that should have been 
done before now, but to my 
sorrow I was back in the hos-

pital, this time in a little less 
than a week and also with a 
more serious condition. 
They told me that I had had 
a stroke, no less! So I have 
been very much under the 
weather for over two months 
and that "old age" it seems, 
has finally caught up with 
me. I realize I have not been 
able to do as good a job as I 
used to, and still could, if my 
health would allow, but I'm 
afraid it isn't going to do so 
as fast as I had hoped. 

If any of you have sent ma
terial to me during the last 
two and a half months, 
would you please send an
other copy. With all that has 
occurred in my life lately, 
needless to say, things have 
been misplaced. 

I'm going to hang in here, 
and write to you when I can, 
and in the meantime, may 

THE TARHEEL FIREFIGHTER 
and Carolina Rural Fireman 

"An Independent Voice 
for Tarheel Firefighters" 

·Published Monthly 
Subscription Rates: 

$2.00 - 1 Year 
$3.00 - 2 Years 

EMILY H. KING, Editor 

Send All Edltorlal Material, 
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Let Us Hear 
From You 

Please feel free to submit any· story or pictures to us for 
publication in this paper. We may not receive information on 
your department that you feel would be of interest to others, 
so we ask that you send items of interest to us. 

We reserve the right to edit any material submitted to us. 
Please note that when submitting a newspaper clipping we 
need to know the name of the newspaper, the town it is 
located in and the date of the article. We also need to know 
who wrote it if it has a byline. If you submit original photo- . 
graphs, please make a note on the back of each photo if you 
want them returned. 

Let us hear from you. We appreciate your support. 

Changing Address? 
PLEASE STAPLE OLD 
ADDRESS LABEL HERE 

New Address: 

Name·----------'-----------

P.O. Box or 
Street Address, ________________ _ 

City: ________ State _____ Zip ____ _ 

.. 

CAROLINA RURAL FIREMAN 

EMILY H. KING 

the good Lord watch over all 
of you and keep you in the 
palm of his hand. 

Always your friend 

OCTOBER 1987 

Smoke Blankets 75Acres 
By Jimmy Allen 

Wake Weekly News 
Editor 

WAKE FOREST-Jeff 
Wooten was curious when he 
saw billows of smoke rising 
high into the atmosphere. 
The curiosity was enough for 
the Raleigh man to get in his 
truck and drive north until 
he found the source. 

When he got to Diazit Com
pany wes·t of Youngsville he 
turned left and about a mile 
down the road he found a 75-
acre controlled burning of a 
field that had previously 
been logged. 

"It looks just like a cloud' 
and there's no other clouds in 
the sky," Wooten said. He 
was in the Mini City area of 

Rale1gh wheh he· saw the , 
smoke and he thought it was 
a big fire. 

Wooten was one of several 
people drawn to the rural 
Franklin County tract by the 
smoke. Depending on the 
wind, sometimes the smoke 
blew over Wake Forest and at 
other times over Youngsville. 

By the end of the day when 
the wind diminished, the 
smoke hovered over much of 
the area like a blanket col
ored by the setting sun. 

Many of those driving 
down SR 1139 were local 
folks. But many others were 
motorists on U.S. l who were 
curious to see what type of 
fire was causing the smoke 

Continued on page 7 

Fire Destroys _ Historic Manor 
By Jane Bangley 
Durham Morning 

Herald Hillsborough 
Bureau 

HILLSBOROUGH
Craig Manor, built more 
than 200 years ago, was de
stroyed by fire recently. 

Volunteers from the Eno 
and New Hope fire depart
ments were called to the 
abandoned home off Rigsbee 
Road, but Eno Fire Chief 
John Raleigh said it was al
ready too late when they ar
rived. 

"It was a complete loss," 
he said. "Nothing was saved. 
When we arrived, the roof 
had caved in." 

Raleigh said the firefight
ers didn't attempt to save the 
house, but worked instead to 
keep the fire from spreading 
to nearby trees. 

"We couldn't put the fire 
out, so it will probably be 
burning for a few days," he 
said. "We established a pe
rimeter so the fire won't 
spread, but we've checked on 
it, too." 

Maj. Don Truelove of the 
Orange County Sheriffs De
partment said the owners of 
the property asked for an in
vestigation of the fire, but 
State Bureau of Investiga
tion agents and county depu
ties would have to wait to 
gather evidence until the fire 
cools. 

" There were some explo
sions during the fire, but 
those have been attributed to 
aerosol cans and leaded 
glass," Truelove said. 

"The owners have asked 
for an investigation to see if 
the fire was possibly set, but 
we have no indication of that . 
now." 

County tax records list 
Craig Associates as the 
owner of Craig Manor and 
surrounding land. Pete Bar
ber, Don Lacefield and Patri
cia Mazza, members of Craig 
Associates, were attempting 
to see the property. 

"Several preliminary 
plans have been done as to 

what we wanted to do with 
the property,"Barber said. 
"There were many options 
for the house." 

He said plans to restore the 
house were investigated and 
some potential buyers inter
ested in doing the restoration 
work were looking at the 
house. ihe house was esti
mated to be worth $200,000. 

No decision had been made 
about the property, and Bar
ber said he and his associ
ates were saddened by the 
fire. 

"We're all suspicious of 

how the fire got started," lie 
said. 

Truelove said the sheriffs 
department has investigated 
many reports of vandalism 
at Craig Manor in the past 
five years. The home was last 
occupied in 1980. 

Raleigh said he was sorry 
that the house couldn't be 
saved. 

"It was a beautiful place, 
and it was a real loss," he 
said. "It was a landmark of 
Orange Count.y. l hat.et.hat. it 
happened. 

Age Has Not Stopped South 

Surry Firefighter 
By Paul Collins 
Winston Salem 

Journal 
Surry County Bureau 

WINSTON SALEM
Irvin Stanley doesn't have 
the stamina he once had, but, 
in a pinch, he still can handle 
a fire hose. 

At 77, Stanely is the oldest 
firefighter in the South Surry 
Volunteer Fire Department 

When there's a fire call, 
Stanley can be at the station 
in less than three minutes. 
He lives about 300 yards 
south of the station. He keeps 
his clothes folded by his bed 
and his 1978 light blue 
Toyota pointed toward the 
road to help him get to the 
station faster. 

He often drives a fire 
truck to the scene and oper
ates its water pumps while 
the younger firefighters 
spray water on the fire. 
Sometimes he remains at the 
station on standby-in case 
more equipment is needed at 
the fire or another fire is re
ported in the South Surry dis
trict. 

Stanley, of Dobson, Rt. 2, is 
a retired carpenter and 
farmer. He spends up to sev
eral hours a day helping keep 
the fire station at its best. 

"You come in and look 
around, and you see some
thing or other to do," he said. 

There's always something 
to do, such as making sure 
the equipment is stored prop
erly on the fire trucks, wash
ing muddy fire hoses and 
cleaning the station. He also 
checks the water in the radia
tor and the oil on the sta
tion's fire trucks. If a fire 
truck hasn't been refueled, 
he'll take it to get gas. 

"I mow the grass once in a 
while," he said. 

Whenever the fire depart
ment has a fund-raiser , 
Stanley is there. He worked 
from 3:45 a.m. until about 10 
p.m. when the department 
had its semi-annual chicken 
supper several weeks ago. He 
helped barbecue 500 chick
ens, then he helped clean up. 

Stanley is modest about 
the volunteer work he does 
with the department. "Don't 
make that too big when you 
go to writing," he said. 

He helped found the de
partment in 1978. He helped 
raise money. He helped cut 
timber that had. been do
nated for the building and he 
helped build the three-bay 
station. "We had a lot of help 
in the community. People 
was good to us." 



OCTOBER 1987 CARO.LINA RURAL FIREMAN PAGE 3 

Careless Use Of Heaters A Fire Hazard Fire Di~rupts 
Fire Safety 
Party 

By Elisa Turner 
Hickory Daily 

Record Staff Writer 

CATAWBA-The number 
of fire hazards in the home 
increase with the winter 
months, but blame for a sig
nificant cause of the fires in 
the Unifour is attributed to 
kerosene heaters and im
proper wood burning. 

"The main problem with 
kerosene heaters is when 
people accidentally pour 
gasoline in them and then 
they ignite and explode," 
Fire Chief Donald R. Robin
son of the Catawba Volun
teer Fire Department said. 
"The only word of advice I 
can give to that is know what 
you are doing and what 
you're putting into the 
heater." 

"Be sure to buy the heater 
from someone who knows 
about the kerosene heaters 
and can relay that informa
tion on to the buyer," Robin
son. "A lot of people just 
don't know what they are do
ing when operating the 
heater." 

Sheets falling over the side 
of the bed and long curtains 
falling close to the heater 
also are dangerous, Robin
son said. Long, flowing 
nightgowns are a particular 
hazard as a spark can easily 
ignite the clothes as the wear 
walks by. 

"You'd think this type of 
precaution was common 
sense, but many elderly peo
ple or young children do this 
quite often," he said. 

But, Robinson added, the 
most dangerous hazard to 
kerosene heater users has 
been improper ventilation of 
areas where the heaters are 
used. 

According to the National 
Fire Protection Association, 
the portable heaters are un
vented and will emit carbon 
monoxide and sulphur diox
ide into the atmosphere. En
ergy-saving measures taken 
by homeowners and builders 
may have decreased the 
number of air changes per 
hour from four or five down 
to one-half or one per hour. 
These limited air changes 
limit natural ventilation and 
possibly allow levels of emis
sions from the heater to build 
to a dangerous level. 

"This buildup of emissions 
will take all the oxygen out of 
the air. At night the owner 
may wake up to find himself 
dizzy and weak from loss of 
oxygen," Robinson said. 

Equally as hazardous as 
the kerosene heater if not 
used properly is the fireplace 
or wood-burning stove. 

Many residents in the Uni
four use the old pot-bellied 
stove and Franklin Stove. 
Brick and stone fireplaces, 
popular in the 1970s for deco
ration, are again becoming 
main sources of winter heat. 

Misuse and lack of knowl
edge about wood stoves and 
fireplaces are blamed for 

many of the fires. Many peo
ple use flammable liquids or 
charcoal to start the fire. 
Others use a charcoal broiler 
or hibachi unit inside the 
fireplace. 

All these are common oc
currences, Robinson said. 

"Most of us have very lim-
- ited experience with wood 

burners," Robinson. "Due to 
this inexperience, the num
ber of fires caused by faulty 
installation and misuse of 
the wood-burning stoves is 
increasing at an alarming 
state." 

Robinson estimated 20 
fires in his district during 
1986. Most of Robinson's dis
trict is rural with several sec
tions of dense woods, which 
are cut for firewood. 

''Right now-with this 
chilly weather-is the time 
when people are starting up 
their chimneys again," he 
said. "We'll start seeing prob
lems with people not having 
their chimneys properly 
cleaned from the previous 
year. 

"Not having chimneys 
cleaned before using them 
again the next winter is prob
ably the main cause of chim
ney fires," Robinson said. 

Chimneys get a buildup of 
creosote, remains of burned 
wood such as sap and soot. 
This creosote gradually 
builds to decrease the size of 
the chimney wall and even
tually, when the heat from 
the fire gets hot enough, will 
catch on fire. 

Once the creosote is on fire, 
flames can escape through 
cracks in the mortar or bricks 
causing a fire in the attic or 
walls where the chimney 
touches. 

"A lot of people store stuff 
in the attic and many of the 
walls are just planks and in
sulation, which are easily 
caught on fire," Robinson 
said. 

Many of the chimney fires 
are started because the chim
neys are not flue lined. The 
flue is the lining inside the 
mortar which prevents the 
stove pipe, smoke or flames 

"Remember, Be Sure Campfire 
is Out Before You Leave" 

Moore & Johnson Agency, Inc. 
Phone 828-8942 Raleigh, NC 

Three-fourths of the fires which occur in 
American homes ore the result ol Carelessness. 

SYLVA MEDICAL CENTER PA 
Dial 586-8971 

48 Hospital Rood Sylva, NC 

WTAB AM 1370-FM 104.9 
(919) 653-2131 

P.O. Box 127 
Tabor City, NC 28463 

,_FEDERAL--
PAPER BOARD COMPANY, INC. ,.....____ --

Riegelwood Operation 
Riegelwood, North Carolina 

An Equal Opportunity Employer, M/ F 

FOR SALE 
1960 FORD C-800 TILT CAB 

332 cubic inch gas engine, John Bean FMC Model HPV 750 gpm. 
Combination two stage volume & high pressure class A 

Pumper with 500 gal. tank. 
Only 9,400 actual miles, excellent condition. 
Being sold with most NFPA equipment, including dual booster reels, 
booster hose, & nozzles, roof extension ladder, 20' hard suction. 
Serviced regularly by qualified mechanic. Truck ready for use. 

Contact: Chief Richard W. Harris, Kenbridge Fire Dept. 
Kenbridge, Va. 23944 
Phone 804-676-8281 

from heating the brick or 
mortar around it. 

"There are a lot of older 
houses in this area, and I'd 
say quite a few of them don't 
have this flue lining. It's a 
real problem," Robinson 
said. 

As with the kerosene 
heater, Robinson said, com
bustible objects too near the 
fire are dangerous, as well as 
trash burning in the fire
place. 

"A lot of people will burn 
their trash in their stoves 
and that is really danger
ous," he said. "Wood fires 
have very little flame and a 
lot of coals, but most paper 
gives off a lot of flame and 
these flames are what go 
right up the chimney and 
catches that creosote on fire. 

"Other people will put their 
wooden wood box or their 
kindling too close to the fire," 
Robinson added. "Some dry 
clothes at night by the fire to 
wear to work the next day or 
whatever and these are a 
problem. 

HAMLET-A county-wide 
fire safety party being held 
for grade school students took 
an interesting turn Friday, 
Oct. 2 at McDonald's Restau
rant when a french fry vat 
caught on fire, and county 
firemen were called into ac
tion, says the Rockingham 
Fire Department. 

The· fire, which began 
around 5:30 p.m., was con
tained to the vat, says Mary 
Alice Haynes, fire safety ed
ucator for the Rockingham 
Fire Department. 

The theme of the party was 
"Plan to Get Out Alive," says 
Miss Haynes, and the chil
dren were being treated to 
french fries, frisbees and 
drinks, while firemen from 
the county showed fire appa
ratus and answered fire safe
ty questions. McDonald's had 
produced fire safety pam
phlets for the kickoff event 
for Fire Prevention Week, 
Oct. 4-10. 

House of Raeford Farms, Inc. 

P.O. Box 100, Raeford, NC 28376 
(919) 875-5161 

BANTAM CHEF 
(704) 859-9522 

Highway 176 South 
Tryon, NC 28782 

Farmers Tractor & Implement Co. 
209 East Jefferson St. 

Jackson, NC 27845 

(919) 534-5911 

ROCK - TENN COMPANY 
Phone 233-4024 

MARSHVI_LLE, NC 

FOR SALE 
1960 FORD C-800 TILT CAB 

332 cubic inch gas engine, John Bean FMC Model HPV 750 gpm. 
Combination two stage volume & high pressure class A 

Pumper with 500 gal. tank. 
Only 9,400 actual miles, excellent condition. 
Being sold with most NFPA equipment, including dual booster reels. 
booster hose, & nozzles, roof extension ladder, 20' hard suction. 
Serviced regularly by qualified mechanic. Truck ready for use. 

Contact: Chief Richard W. Harris, Kenbridge Fire Dept. 
Kenbridge, Va. 23944 
Phone 804-676-828/ 
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Fire Department Protects Citizens 
Reprinted from 

Cherryville Eagle 

The fire department is one 
of the oldest continuing insti
tutions in America. 

Although some of the 
causes of fire are different to
day than they were 300 years 
ago, the goal of the fire de
partment is the same-to 
protect people and property 
from fire, and to save people 
caught in fires from injury 
and death. 

In Revolutionary times, 
fire fighters were patriotic 
citizens who dropped every
thing and ran to help when 
church bells warned of fire. 
Our greatest patriots fought
fires-men like George 
Washington, John Hancock, 
and Paul Revere. 

In 1737, Ben Franklin or
ganized the first volunteer 
company in the United 
States. Today most compa
nies are volunteer, in the tra
dition of Franklin' s first 
company. 

By the industrial 1800's, 
the first career company was 

Grier 
Funeral Service 

Phone 283-5423 

704 Walkup Avenue 
Monroe, NC 28110 

Jerry 8. Davis 
Construction 

Call 728-2852 

Highway 70-East 
Beaufort, NC 

Bank 
of 

Pine Level 

Member F.0.1.C. 

P. 0 . Box 249 
Pine Level, NC 

C. C. ANIKWUE 
MD, FACOG 

Dip /ornate. American Board 
of Obstetrics & ·Gynecology 

Specialist in 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

Pregnancy & Childbirth 
Diseases of Women 

Infertility Investigation 
& Treatment 

Female Surgery 
Microsurgical Reversal of 
Tubal Ligation & Other 

Tubal Reconstructive Surgery 

By Appointment 535-2200 

Roanoke Women's Pavilion, PA 
117 Professional Road 

, Roanoke Rapids, NC 

hired and paid, adding the 
creation of municipal fire de
partments to the volunteer 
system. Fire fighters had the 
unrelenting task of protect
ing buildings and people 
from fire in all the hastily 
built wood cities of America. 

A twentieth-century fire 
department is a highly spe
cialized operation. Specific 
systems are employed to re
ceive fire calls and to dis
patch equipment to the 
scene. There are stiff fire 
fighter entrance require
ments, and regular training 
is mandatory. 

The fire department also 
carries on a 300 year old tra
dition of concern of people. 
Fire fighters have always as
sisted victims. Today, fire 
prevention activities are 
aimed at making people 
aware of fire causes and how 
to prevent fire. The fire de
partment provides home and 
industrial fire safety inspec
tions as well. 

Codes and standards have 
greatly contributed to build
ing safety today. More often 
than not, fires are caused by 
people who simply don't 
know there is fire danger. 
Unfortunately, these fires 
kill thousands each year, 
mostly the very young and 
old. 

Hundreds of fire fighters 
die in the line of duty too. 
Often they die fighting a fire 
that has burned out of con
trol because the alarm was 
not turned in while the fire 
was small. 

Here are some firesafety 
pointers that may save your 
life and the lives of loved 
ones, as well as prevent you 
from losing your home pos
sessions. 

Plan Your Escape 
(1) Know your fire depart

ment phone number. (2) De
velop and practice a home 
fire escape plan. (3) If you 
suspect fire, get out first and 
then call the fire department 

New Bern Paint 
& Decorating Center 

637-3986 
4805 Creekside Dr. 

New Bern, NC 

Valley Courts Motel 
Mr. George Amin·- Owner 

• Swimming Pool • Picnic Area 
• Cable TV • All Rooms Air 

Conditioned 
859-6652 • Tyron, NC 28782 

LEE FOR THE FINEST BRICK 
BRICK FOR THE FINEST BUILDING 

LEE BRICK & TILE CO. 
Sanford, NC 

Toll Free 1-800-672-7559 

SANFORD 774-4800 

fast. (4) Crawl, if you get 
caught in smoke. 

Personal Fire Protection 
(1) If your clothes catch on 

fire, drop and roll to smother 
the flames. (2) Treat minor 
burns with cool water. (3) 
Prevent scald and fire burns 
by watching young children 
closely when they are in the 
kitchen or taking a bath. (4) 
Store matches out of reach; 
teach children that matches 
are tools, not toys. (5) Teach 
teenagers responsible use of 
motor-powered equipment 
and cooking fire. 

Home Fire Prevention 
(1) Inspect your home for 

hazards and correct them, es
pecially electrical hazards. 
(2) Have your heating equip
ment checked and main
tained on a regular schedule. 
Be especially careful in 
placement and use of space 
heaters. (3) Don't keep gaso
line in or near your home. 
Never use it near heat or 
flame-it may explode and 
·burn you. (4) Check up after 
smokers-they start fires. (5) 
Discard things you don't 
need. 

As fire fighters dedicated 
to your safety, we urge you to 
help prevent fire in our com
munity! 

l Learn Not To Burn! 

"As kids, 
we started smoking 

because it was smart. 
Why don't we stop 

for the same reason?" 

China Grove 
Residential Care 

Phone 857-0153 

1114 South Main St. 
China Grove, N.C. 28023 

· Hargett & Bryant 
Funeral Home 

Call 228-7866 
P. 0. Box 1067 

Burlington, N.C. · 

Brian Center 
Of Nursing Care 
Skilled Nursing • lnt•rm•diot• Core 

Physical Therapy Rehabilitation Service 
Private & Semi•Private Rooms 

Planned Activities • Religious Services 
Beouty & Borber Services• Fire Resistant Bldg. 

Attractive Central Dining Room 

Approved for Medicare & Medicaid 

Call 629-1447 
230 E. Presnell 
Ashboro, NC 
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Fire/Rescue Beats NFP A 
In Adopting Safety Rules 

By Don Reuter 
Greenville Reflector 

Staff Writer 

GREENVILLE-Theim
age of a firefighter racing to 
a blaze clinging to the back 
of a fire truck has gone up in 
smoke, Greenville Fire/Res
cue Chief Jenness Allen 
says. 

"We don't allow anybody 
to ride on the tailboard of the 
fire apparatus anymore," Al
len said. "They either ride in 
jump seats or in the cab." 

"The reason for this is not 
only on account of just fall
ing off, but the thing about 
this is if my truclf stop sud
denly and somebody driving 
behind it doesn't stop, I get 
some men clipped." 

Greenville's new riding 
rule is not federally man
dated, but Allen said it soon 
maybe. 

"That's not a NFPA (Na
tional Fire Protection Asso
ciation) requirement, but 
that is something that we're 
going to find later on as an 
NFP A requirement," he said. 
"That's a safety standard 
that I'm going by that I have 
set up in the Fire/ Rescue De
partment." 

The 89-member depart
ment, which includes fire in
spectors, training officers 
and firefighters, are required 
to ·obey related regulations, 
according to Allen, who said 
firefighters riding in the 
city's two trucks without 
jump seats must ride inside 
the cab. 

"All the personnel riding 
on fire equipment must wear 
safety belts," said Allen, the 
department's chief since 
1978. "It's an order we put in 
weeks ago. 

"Basically, the driver does 
not even start the apparatus 
until everybody on the appa
ratus has their seatbelts fas
tened. That way we don't 
have anybody falling off the 

H.B. Smith 
Service Station 

Phone 523-9807 

Pink Hill Highway 
Kinston, North Carolina 

Medlin 
Drug Store 
Phone 867-6356 

U14 York Road 
Gasto!;lia, NC 

Toler & Son Garage 
Louis Toler - Owner & Operator 

Custom Exhaust & Mufflers 
Radiator - Transmission 

Motor Service 

24 hr. Wrecker Service 

Call 244-1253 
Hwy. 17, 3 Miles North of 

Vanceboro, NC 

apparatus. 
"If we have a man get on 

the fire apparatus and say he 
doesn't have his seatbelt on 
and he falls off that truck, 
they can even go back and. 
sue the manufacturer of that 
truck for not making it safe." 

The city has also initiated 
efforts to meet the new guide
lines by purchasing a pair of 
1,250-gallon-per-min u te 
pumpers, Allen said. 

"They will be here in the 
early spring and they have 
completely enclosed cabs on 
them where nobody will be 
sitting in a jumpseat in the 
back," he said. "They will be 
sitting inside of a cab with 
doors on it." 

Meanwhile, a number of 
safety requirements have 
been implemented, making 
firefighting more safe and ef
ficient, according to Allen, 
who joined the city's fire de
partment as a volunteer in 
1946 and became a paid em
ployee in 1952. 

"There are so many safety 
factors built in that weren't 
built in back then," he said. 
"When I came to work here, 
basically we had boots, and 
we had pants and we had 
coats. We did not have 
breathing apparatus. What 
you did was sit at the front 
door and watch people step 
out the back doo1: because 
you couldn't get in it and now 
that's not true. 

"Now, we've got a rule in 
the department if you go into 
a house that's got smoke in it, 
you wear a breathing appa
ratus. When I first came to 
work here you would fight a 
fire and breath in smoke and 
you \.i u, • .ae back out arid 
cough for 30 minutes." 

Firefighters are only wear
ing NFPA-approved gear, ac
cording to Allen, who said 
the regulations were imple-

Continued on page 7 

Stokes Supply Co. 
General Merchandise 

Phone 747-5276 
Maury, NC 

Doris Flower 
Shop 
592-4650 

P.O. Box 65 
Turkey, NC 

Faison 
Associates 

Shopping Centers 
Office Buildings 
Industrial Parks 

Phone 374-1711 

122 E. Stonewall 
Charlotte, NC 
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Escape Plans Critical Part Of Fire Safety 
By Elisa Turner 
Hickory Record 

Staff Writer 

HICKORY-A fire 
breaks out at home. The 
smoke detector alarms your 
family to react. What do you 
do next? 

Too many families can't 
answer this question because 
they have never developed 
and practiced a home fire es
cape plan. But when a fire 
breaks out at home, you may 
only have a few seconds to re
act and escape to safety. 
Knowing what to do is the 
key to surviving a fire emer
gency. 

"Play It Safe ... Plan Your 
Escape!" is t:tle theme for the 
1987 Fire Prevention Week. 
This year's event focused on: 
home fire escape planning 
and preparedness and en
couraged all families to set 
aside time during the week to 
develop and practice a home 
fire escape plan. 

"There are two steps for a 
good evacuation program at 
home-planning and prac
tice," Hickory Fire Chief Lar
son H. Moore said. "People 
often become confused when 
they discover a fire, and the 
home in which they live can 
become unfamiliar. By tak
ing the time to devise at a 
home escape plan, with two 
ways out of each room, peo
ple will be able to react more 
quickly in the event of a fire." 

The Hickory Fire Depart
ment has suggested a for
mula for developing your 
own fire escape plan: 

- Gather the entire family 
at a convenient time during 
Fire Prevention Week to de
velop a floor plan of your 
home. Each floor of your 
home should be included. 
Identify all rooms, including 
doors, windows and hall
ways. 

-Plan and draw your es
cape plan using arrows to in
dicate two ways out of each 

DALTON CARPET 

(919) 246-4084 

1406 South Jefferson Ave. 
W. Jefferson, ·Ne 28640 

Brown & Walker 
Company 

Phone 663-2850 
Esso Street 

Mooresville, NC 

Sea Shore. 
Mobile Home Supply 

Phone 842-4401 
Hrs. Mon-Sat 8:00-5:30 

"We Supply All Materials 
For Mobile Home Repair" 

Sea Shore & Kirby Rd. 
Holden Beach, NC 

room. Sleeping areas are ex.
tra important since most fa. 
tal fires happen at night. 

- Plan the place where 
everyone should meet once 
they are out of the building. 
This could be _a neighbor's 

Another 
Fireman 
Injured 

MARION-A second 
McDowell County man has 
been injured while fighting 
forest fires in western United 
States. . 

Ronald G. Hollifield of 
Nebo, an employee with the 
N.C. Forest Service, suffered 
a dislocated elbow while bat
tling blazes in Idaho Falls, 
Idaho, according to forest 
service officials. 

In September, McDowell 
County Forest Ranger John 
Reese was injured while 
fighting fires in northern 
California. Reese suffered a 
broken arm when he was hit 
by a falling tree. He has since 
returned to McDowell 
County. 

Hollifield's wife, Martha, 
said her husband's injuries 
apparently resulted from a 
fall. Hollifield was taken off 
the fire line, but he is now 
working radio communica
tions. 

Hollifield had been fight
ing the western fires since 
Oct. 4 and was scheduled to 
return in mid October. N.C. 
Forest Service employees are 
allowed to stay on the scene 
two weeks. 

Several specially trained 
McDowell County residents 
have joined other fire fight
ers from across the nation in 
battling the western U.S. 
fires that have blackened 
hundreds of thousands of 
acres. 

Tinsley ! .ree Service 
(704) 883-3936 

Brevard, North Carolina 

ROBINSON 
HOSIERY MILL 

Phone 874-2228 

Box 230 
ValdeM, NC 

Moore's 
Taxi Service 

Owner-Mrs. Joseph Moore 

Call 335-4333 
If No Answer Call 335-5686 

300 Shepard Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

yard, mailbox or nearby cor
ner. Select the person who 
will call the fire department 
and decide which telephone 
will be used. Always leave 
the building first, then call 
from somewhere else. 

- Make sure all family 
members are familiar with 
the plan you've just drawn. 
Remember, younger, older or 
disabled family members 
may need special assistance 

· and should be located as 
close to an exit as possible. 
Assign someone to help 
those who would need assis
tance. 

- Practice the plan. Walk 
through each room of the 
house and identify each of 
the escape routes. Be espe
cially clear to young chil
dren. Be sure to practice the 
entire plan, straight through 
to the designated meeting 
place. 

-Point out and test smoke 
detectors so everyone knows 
the sound of an alarm. If you 
don't have detectors, you 
should install them on each 
flo<;>r and outside each sleep
ing area. 

- Memorize the fire de-

partment phone number. 
- Since doors act as tem

porary barriers from smoke 
and fire, be sure to close bed
room doors at night when 
sleeping. When in a fire and 
the door is cool to the touch, 
brace your shoulder against 
it and open it cautiously-be 
ready to slam it if smoke or 
heat rushes in. If the door is 
hot, use the escape route. 

- Crawl low in smoke 
when escaping. Since smoke 
rises, there's often clean, 
breathable air close to the 
floor. 

Make sure children can op
erate windows, descend a 
ladder or lower themselves to 
the ground. Parents should 
practice this with their 
young ones. Also, during a 
fire, children should be low
ered to the ground before 
adults from the window. 
They may be afraid and not 
follow, if the ad ult goes first. 

- Never go back into a 
burning building. Take a 
head count once you have 
reached the meeting place. 

- Know what to do if you 
cannot escape through either 
of the identified exits. A per-

Learning A bout Disasters 
KILL DEVIL HILLS

Fire fighters from Manteo, 
Kill Devil Hills and Nags 
Head received timely instruc
tion on handling aircraft res
cues, when they took a 12-
hour course taught by Tho
mas Bender of Seymour 
Johnson Air Force in 
Goldsboro recently. "I think 
the area fire departments de
serve a lot of recognition for 
asking for this course," 
Bender said. The course was 
planned before the recent 
plane crash at Oregon Inlet, 
he said, but the accident un
derscored the need for educa
tion about these accidents. 
Aircraft firefighting and res
cue procedures were taught 

White Oak Terrace 
Apartments 

(704) 859-5871 
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments 

200 Oak Street 
Tryon, NC 

J&E 
ENTERPRISES, INC. 

DR. PORCELAIN 

891-4285 
308 TURLEY FALLS RD. 
HENDERSONVILLE, NC 

South Point 
Seafood Inc. 

Fresh 
Fish, Crabs 
& Shrimp 

-Wholesole-

Phone 928-5601 
or 928-5471 

Ocracoke, North Carolina 

as well as how to make a safe 
approach and how to quickly 
save the pilot and passen
gers. They also learned how 
to handle burning magne
sium and jet fuel, and they 
became familiar with the 
Dare County EMS helicopter 
and a small private aircraft. 
Dean Morris of Manteo, a 
Dare County EMS helicopter 
mechanic, showed the group 
some features of the EMS 
helicopter, and Andy 
Maglione, a Nags Head Vol
unteer Fireman, showed 
them his personal Cessna 
172 which he pilots. Twelve 
people took the course which 
was sponsored by the state 
community college system. 

Mack Conder 
Building Contractor 

Sanford, NC 

Troy Hunter, Jr. 
Painting Contractor 

Phone 726-6334 

Route 2 
Morehead City, NC 

STACK'S 
FURNITURE 
COMPANY 

812 Centergrove Road 

Kannapolis, NC 

son trapped by fire should 
stay in the room and close 
windows and doors. Stuff 
vents and cracks near the 
door with sheets, towels or 
any type of clothing. If possi
ble, wet these materials first. 

Fire officials not only em
phasized the need for home 
safety measures, but also 
stressed the need for practice 
of the plan. 

"The plan cannot work un
less everyone works and 
practices it," Hickory Fire In
spector Mike James said dur
ing an interview. "I think 
that's the key to having a 
home escape plan." 

Fire Dept. Gets 
New Truck 

HICKORY-The Star
town Volunteer Fire Depart
ment recently purchased a 
1987 GMC tanker truck, ac
cording to Fire Chief Cade 
Huffman. The truck can hold 
up to 1,500 gallons of water 
and is capable of dumping its 
water in about 30 seconds. 
Built by Craft Industries in 
Farmville, N.C., the truck 
was sold to the fire · depart
ment for $73,000 and re
placed the outdated 1968 
Ford unit. Huffman said pur
chase of the unit would not 
have been possible without 
the support of the citizens 
and firefighters of the Star
town fire district. 

Sponsored by 

Valdese Weavers, 
Inc. 

Valdese, NC 

Calvary 
Memorial 

Church , 
Sunday School 9:45 om 

Morning Worship 11 :00 om 
Evening Service 7:30 pm 

Wednesday Evening 7:30 pm 

Call 692-8311 
400 S. Bennett St. 

Southern Pines, NC 

BOWDEN NURSING 
HOME 

Phone 256-3733 
221 Summer Rest Rd. 

Wilmington, NC 

Also 

HERMIT AGE HOUSE 
\ 

REST HOME 
Phone 675-2988 
Rt. 2 - Box 450 

Castle Hayne, NC 
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Firefighters Display 
Skills For Children 

Great-Grandmother Fights Fires 

By Donna Isbell 
Hickory Daily 

Record Staff Writer 

ICARD-Sirens blared, 
red lights flashed and 
plumes of water sprayed out 
of hoses Wednesday morn
ing, October 7, as firefighters 
from the Icard Township 
Fire Department demon
strated their equipment and 
talked to students at Icard 
Elementary School. 

The guest appearance by 
17 Icard firefighters and two 
fire trucks was the culmina
tion of the school's obser
vance of Fire Prevention 
Week. 

The firemen, who go to 
Icard School each year for 
this purpose, gave students 
pencil sharpeners and rulers 
to commemorate the visit. 

According to Principal 
Bob Hennessee, the school 
sponsored a poster coutest 
for children in kindergarten 
through second grade, and 
an essay. contest for third
through sixth-graders. The 
contests will be judged by the 
firefighters, and first- and 
second-place winners in each 

Compliments Of 

Better Homes 
Furnishing Co. 

322-8373 
Hickory, NC 

Ellington Insulation 
Co., Inc. 

Ind. lnsulotion Controctor 
Distributors of Johns-Monville 

lnsulotion Products 

Serving Wilmington, NC 
More Thon 26 Yeors 

Call 791-7223 
2013 N . Kerr Avenue 

LASSITER LIGHTNING 
PROTECTION 

MANUFACTURING ,co./ 
Call 919-658-3082 

Route 3, Box 32 

Mount Olive, N.C. 28365 

Jacobs 
Glass. 

Company 
Call 383-1120 

Or 
732-:8630 

Highway 70 West 
Durham, N.C. 

grade level will receive Icard 
Fire Department T-shirts. 

Earlier in the week, the fire 
department gave students 
pamphlets on fire safety, and 
the students used the pam
phlets in writing their es
says. 

Hennessee said students 
also were encouraged to 
watch Monday night's epi
sode of the NBC television 
program, "Valerie's Fam
ily," which dealt with fire 
safety. 

The demonstration ill
eluded many aspects of fire 
safety, according to Thomas 
Houston, fire prevention offi
cer. 

"The small ones learn the 
emergency telephone num
bers. We go over the equip
ment, (tell them) how to es
cape if their house is on fire. 
We also show them the air 
packs we wear when we go in 
buildings," said Houston. 

He added the firemen show 
the children each piece of 
equipment on the trucks, and 
let them hear the siren and 
the horn. 

"I think all the firemen in 
Icard Township enjoy (talk
ing to the children). Usually 
about two-thirds of the men 
turn out . . . We try to do it to 
help them so they'll be safe, 
and teach them how'to report 
a fire," Houston noted. 

Fire Chief W .S. Perry 
agreed. "We hope it's a learn
ing process for them. The 
children seem to get a lot of 
enjoyment out of it. I hope 
something that' s said or 
done today will leave an im
pression on them. We put a 
lot of hours into this sort of 
thing." 

Compliments Of 

Brevard 
Lumber Co. 

348 King St. 
Brevard, North Carolina 

(704) 883-8.191 

S& D 
Construction, l~c. 

Specializing in Fire 
& Water Damage 

Restoration 

(704) 983-1316 

309 South Broome St. 
Albemarle, NC 

By Martha Anderson . 
Jacksonville 

Daily News Staff 

PINE KNOLL 
SHORES-Shell Blanchard 
is one great-grandmother 
who can take the heat. 

Mrs. Blanchard, 68, is the 
only active female firefighter 
who has been with the Pine 
Knoll Shores Volunteer Fire 
Department continuously 
since it formed in 1978. 

"I joined because we 
needed more people in the 
class at Carteret Technical 
College," she said. " I enjoyed 
it and stayed." 

When she's not wearing a 
fire helmet, Mrs. Blanchard 
dons a safari hat. She thrives 
on hard work. 

Mrs. Blanchard is the 
grounds-keeper, landscaper 
and assistant manager at 
Jungleland. Working with 
heavy machinery keeps her 
in shape for fire emergencies. 
She cleans debris off both of 
the 18-hole miniature golf 
cour ses with a 40-pound 
blower strapped to her back. 

"I don't like fighting fires 
because that's tragedy," she 
said. "The best part of being 
a volunteer firefighter is the 
practice and drills." 

One of the drills includes 
r escuing a victim from a 
smoke-filled room while in 
full gear. The air packs alone 
weigh about 20 pounds. 
" You go in there with full 
gear, hoses and everything, 
and it's completely dark, and 
you have to come out with the 
body," she explained. 

She has been able to re
trieve the body every time. 

Mrs. Blanchard plans to 
retire from Jungleland and 
the fire department in a few 
years, when she turns 75. She 

Gibbs Carpet 
& 

Janitorial Service 

Fire & Water Damage 
Restoration 

(704) 894-3645/ Columbus, NC 
(704) 692-4265/Hendersonville, NC 

Watson 
Insurance Agency 

7 Locations Close To You 

(704) 865-8584 

245 East 2nd Avenue 
Gastonia, NC 

ATLANTIC FIRE SYSTEMS, INC. 

Raleigh 834-8900 Laurinburg 276-1112 
Durham 493-1185 Fayetteville 483-5357 

Wilmington 762-5418 

retired for a year, but was so 
bored she started working 
again. When she was grow
ing up on the farm, she never 
imagined she'd be a female 
firefighter. 
"Pine Knoll Shores (fire de
partment) has a big percent
age of retirees," she said. 
"We're so unique, the insur
ance company took the fire 
department's blood pressure. 
I think it's because they con
sider us to be old." 

It's not unusual for Jungle
land patrons to call Mrs. 
Blanchard and compliment 
her landscaping at the gQlf 
course. 

Details about her fire calls 
are not revealed to any of her 
five children-including 
town building inspector Lee 
Blanchard. · 

"I like to leave them on a 

string, and I never go into de
tails," Mrs. Blanchard said 
with a smile. 

And despite those fire
fighting exploits, Mrs. Blan
chard says the most exciting 
part of her life has been rais
ing her children. 

"After my first, my mother 
said, 'You're going to spoil 
that baby, and I did exactly 
that with all five.' " 

In her spare time, Mrs. 
Blanchard likes to head to 
the beach and fish. 

"I love to catch spots, sea 
mullet and flounder," she 
said. 

If she's had a good day of 
fishing, she prepares the fish 
and feed the employees at 
Jungleland. 

She also like to cross stitch 
and was expecting her fourth 
great-grandchild in October. 

Ex-Fire Captain Dies 
DURHAM-Harold Gar

land Roberts, 71, of 3788 
Guess Road, retired Captain 
of the Durham Fire Depart
ment, died in his home after a 
long illness. 

Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Octo
ber 14, in Rose of Sharon 
Baptist Church. Conducting 
was the Rev. Charles Rutt 
and the Rev. Ervin Dillehay. 
Burial was in the church 
cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Ben D. 
Riggs, Richard R. Jones, Tal
madge H. Lassiter, C.J. 
Clark, Ernest L. Parrish, 
Greg Riggs, R:andall Riggs 
and Gary Riggs. Honorary 
pallbearers were members of 
the Durham Fire Depart
ment, Durham Police Depart
ment, Durham County Gen-

North Carolina 
Farm Bureau 
Insurance Co. 

L. Randall Buie 
(704) 633-4801 

816 Mooresbille Rd. 
Salisbury, NC 

lndependant Insurers 
lewis 0. Hunt 

Insurance Agency 

(704) 243-2458 

21 East Center St. 
Lexington, NC 

eral Hospital Security Staff 
and the men of Rose of 
Sharon Baptist Church. 

Roberts was a native of 
Durham and attended Dur
ham County Schools. 

He was a member of Rose 
of Sharon Baptist Church. 

He worked for the Durham 
Fire Department for 38 years 
before his retirement. He was 
also an employee with Erwin 
Oil Co. for many years. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Virginia Robertson 
Roberts; two daughters, Mrs. 
Jean R. Bass and Ms. Robyn 
L. Roberts, both of Durham; 
two sons, Harold Thomas 
Roberts and William Alan 
Roberts, both of Durham; 7 
grandchildren; and a great
grandchild. 

AM-PRO 
Of Wilmington 

Cleaning 

(919) 791-5711 

4722 Salix Dr. 
Wilmington, NC 

Residential- Commercial 

Rouse Brothers 
Seamless Gutters 

(919) 523-0503 

702 North Herritage 
Kinston, NC 

Cascades Industries, Inc. 
(919) 895-9004 

Midway Rd., P.O. Box 578 
Rockingham, NC 28379 
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Grants To Help Rural Volunteer Fire Departments 
By Mary Beth Starr 
Herald Staff writer 

NEW BERN-Rural vol
unteer fire departments that 
serve fewer than 6,000 people 
will be eligible for matching 
grants of up to $20,000 begin
ning Jan. 1, under a bill 
passed by the General As
sembly. 

N.C. Rep. Brewster Brown, 
D-Hertford, introduced the 
bill creating the Rural Vol
unteer Fire Department 
Fund because "I saw a need 

in rural North Carolina to 
upgrade the equipment that 
was available to the Volun
teer Fire Departments. 

"Inflation, as it relates to 
fire equipment, hasn't kept 
pace with their ability to 
raise money. Many are try
ing to have barbecue suppers 
and other fund-raisers. They 
can't charge much more than 
about $3.50 a plate, while the 
price of fire equipment has 
just skyrocketed." 

One tanker truck is some
times all that is needed to 

Smoke Blankets 75Acres 
Continued from page 2 

cloud that could be seen as 
far a way as Durham. 

The burning was part of a 
reforestation project being 
done by a Nashville com
pany called Forestree Man
agement Company. 

Mike Fernandez, a partner 
in the company who was 
checking the fire on a four
wheel motorcycle, said 350 
acres owned by Jack Green 
Jr., of Charlotte, and Mattie 

· Reddick, of Youngsville, had 
been logged, and 53 of those 
acres had been burned the 
previous week. 
. "It's a very good day for 

burning," Fernandez said, 
due to the dry ground and 
low humidity. Because of the 
weather, the smoke was car
ried high into the atmos
phere and a cloudless sky 
made the smoke visible for 
miles. 

To prevent the fire from es
caping the controlled area, a 
10-12 foot strip was bull
dozed around the tract, and 
Fernandez and his partner, 
Bill Lewis, were constantly 

Comfort Heating & 
Cooling Service 

Service & Installation 

(919) 455-1408 

Rt. 4 
Jacksonville, NC 

Don Carters 
Fireworks 

(803) 726-6291 

Hwy. 17 & 1-95 
Point South 

Yemassee, SC 

watching the fire. Before 
burning, though, they noti
fied the N.C. Forest Service 
and Franklin County's cen
tral fire dispatch. 

After the land is prepared, 
several thousand Lob Lolley 
Pine trees will be planted at a 
rate of 622 per acre this win
ter, Fernandez said. These 
seedlings will be planted as 
part of a government spon
sored program that provides 
an incentive to land owners 
to replant pine trees. 

Fernandez said Green and 
Reddick are interested in 
properly managing the land. 
"They're going the whole 
nine yards ... just real ex
ceptional land owners." 

When Fernandez and Le
wis started working on the 
land, which is accessible by 
dirt road only, no one seemed 
interested in what they were 
doing. They usually saw only 
one car a day, Lewis said. 
But when the burning 
started, the cars started com
ing and during a 10-minute 
stretch, Lewis counted 25. "I 
wish we had a dollar for 
every car," he said. 

Crews 
Auto Parts 

Sales & Service of 
Fire Extinguishers 

(919) 599-1138 

219 S. Madison Blvd. 
Roxboro, NC 

Servicemaster 
of Hendersonville 

(704) 697-9831 

49 Springside Dr. 
Hendersonville, NC 

Fire & Water Damage 
Restoration 

FARROW & SONS, LTD. 
Satellite TV System 

(919) 534-3181 
Jefferson St. 

Jackson, NC 27845 

change a fire department's 
rating from a 10 to a 9, which 
can reduce insurance premi
ums for each family served 
by the department by as 
much as $50 to $100, he said. 

Those trucks run between 
$40,000 and $60,000, he said. 

" I felt this kind of a state
wide matching fund would 
be an appropriate method to 
address the situation." 

Brown is a volunteer fire
man for the Winton Fire De
partment in Hertford 
County. "I don't think there 
is a fire department in my 
district that's not totally vol
unteer," he said. 

"It didn't seem appropriate 
that they were volunteering 
their time, then having to 
spend more time on raising 
funds than on fire fighting 
training and developing 
their skills." 

He said between a quarter 
and a third of the state's vol
unteer departments will be 

eligible. There are 1,400 total 
departments in North Caro
lina, and approximately 300 
to 400 will be eligible, accord
ing to the North Carolina De
partment of Insurance. 

Departments must serve 
6,000 people or less, be all vol
unteer and certified by the in
surance department to re
ceive the funds. 

Angie Callahan of the fire 
and rescue division of the de
partment of insurance, will 
handle the grant. She is now 
going through U.S. Census 
data to determine which de
partments are eligible. 

She said individual depart
ments should already know 
what population they serve, 
but that her department 
needs to verify the informa
tion. 

She hopes to send out a 
mailing in November to eligi
ble departments. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 1988, the 
eligible fire departments can 

Fire/Rescue Beats NFP A 
In Adopting Safety Rules 

Continued from page 4 

mented about three years 
ago. 

"Up until then, we used to 
wear cotton duck," he said. 
"Now, we can't do that any
more. Two years before it 
went into effect, we started 
changing it over, so by the 
time this law came into ef
fect, we basically had every
body in Nomax clothes-it's 
a fire retardant material. 
"It doesn't last as long as cot
ton duck, which means you 
have to replace it more 
often." 

Compli111e111s Of 

Carolina Safety 
& Sound, Inc. 

(919) 983-0447 

322 E. King St. 
King, NC 

Bucks 
Fire Extinguisher 
Sales & Service 

"On The Spot Service" 
(919) 242-4871 

Hwy. 117 
Pikeville, NC 

Regulations have also 
been implemented involving 
helmets and foot gear, Allen 
said. 

"We have to wear a certain 
type helmet that withstands 
so much shock and so much 
pressure," he said. " All our 
men that fight fires are wear
ing safety boots, too. 

"These safety boots have 
steel innersoles in them su if 
you step on a nail, it deters 
the nail or bends it so it 
doesn't go in your foot. 
That's something we didn't 
have when I came to work 
here." 

Compliments Of 

Mountain Heritage 
Systems 

(704) 733-0141 

Newland, NC 

AL TA LOG HOMES 

Paul Shaw Properties 

(704) 765-9701 

Hwy. 183, Box 148 
Linville Falls, NC 

Republic Hogg Robinson 
Insurance Agency 

(919) 227-1471 

Burlington, NC 

apply to the commissioner of 
insurance for a grant. 

Funds will begin to be 
awarded May 1, 1988, and 
each May 1 thereafter. 

The money must be used 
for equipment or capital ex
penditures. 

The money would be gener
ated through an add-on to 
the premium tax that insur
ance companies pay on fire 
and casualty insurance in 

. the state, Brown said. That 
tax has been raised from one 
percent to 1.33 percent. 

The fund will generate ap
proximately $1 million per 
year, which will not cover all 
of the needs, he said. It would 
fully fund about 40 to 50 
grants of $20,000 each. 

"But everybody will not 
ask for the full amount. We'll 
just have to look at the de
mand and find another 
source ofrevenue if it is great 
enough. · 

"This bill was just to get 
the fund in place, the proce
dures down, and enough to 
get going. It is the first state
wide fund for volunteer fire 
departments ever estab
lished." 

Submitted By 
Jack L. Slagle 
South Boston, Va. 

Hamilton's 
-

1 ~ Appliance World 
Phone 247-5868 
Hwy. 70 West 

Morehead City, NC 
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Hamilton 
Furniture Co. 

Phone 728-4720 
Beaufort, NC 

Associated Health Focus 

(919) 537-0461 

Physical Therapy 
Speech Therapy 
Fitness Center 

1116 East 10th St. 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 

Praise Assembly 
Worship Center 

Join The Excitement At 
Praise Assembly 

"Fundamental Charismatic 
Fellowship" 

Sunday Services 10 AM & 6 PM 
Wednesday- Home Fellowship 

W. H. Leake, Pastor 
(919) 636-3076 

4 Miles East of New Bern, NC 
On Highway 70 East 
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Firefighters 
Honor Crowe 

Firemen's Day Leaves Desires Burning Deep 

MOCKSVILLE-Phil 
Crowe, a 6-year veteran of 
the Mocksville Fire Depart
ment, was named fireman of 
the year at a banquet held at 
the fire station Sept. 25. 

Crowe was born in Burke 
County and attended school 
there. He moved to Old Rich
mond, N.C. 

He is maintenance super
visor at Crown Wood Prod
ucts in Mocksville. He lives 
on Salisbury Street and is 
married to the former Brenda 
Saither. They have three 
children. 

Since joining the Mocks
ville department, Crowe has 
acquired more than 250 hours 
of training. He is a certified 
interior firefighter and has 
completed several sections of 
the Firefighter I curriculum. 

In presenting the plaque, 
Mocksville Town Commis
sioner Jim Wall said that 
Crowe's years of experience 
and training, combined with 

· his quiet, yet confident man-
ner, have made him a respect
ed member of the department 
who is always wiling and 
able to assist other members. 

Northampton County 
Farm Bureau 

(919) 534-4121 

P.O. Box 704 
Jackson, NC 27845 

Agents 
James Barnes 
Gene Taylor 

Bill Spivey 
Lewis Thompson 

John Duncan 
Lawrence Ricks 

By Terri Jamieson 
West Craven Highlights 

Staff Writer 

VANCEBORO-People 
passing through Vanceboro 
recently and seeing lots of 
fire engines may have been 
wondering where the fire 
was. But there wasn't a fire, 
just the annual Firemen's 
Day. 

The gathering of approxi
mately 1,500 people, old and 
young is the annual even in 
Vanceboro that signals the 
·arrival of fall-complete 
with laughter, friends renew
ing old ties and shrieks from 
children as water-gun fights 
broke out. 

People of all ages lined the 
parade route. Some brought 
lawn chairs to sit on while 
others sat on the curb or 
perched on the tops of their 
cars and trucks. Everyone 
loves a parade the old saying 
goes and what better way to 

. start a parade than with the 
spit and polish of the U.S. 
Marine Corps color guard 
and band marching down 
the street with the flags 
snapping to and fro in the 

Automatic 
Door Co. 

Sales, Installation, 
Repair 

Overhead Doors, Electric 
Operators, Insulated 

Garage Doors 
Residential/ Commercial 

We Service All Makes 
& Models 

Phone 262-5139 
George Wilson Rd. 

Boone, NC 

COMPO~ITION DIVI~ION 
Of Virsinia Publishers Win8. Inc. 

-OVER 11 YEARS EXPERIENCE-

TYPESETTING-PASTE-UP 
Catalogs-Brochures-Office Forms 

Magazines and Tabloids 
Church Bulletins-News Letters 

Camera ready or type only 

TELECOMMUNICATION AVAILABLE 

FAST DEPENDABLE SERVICE 

For FREE Quotations 
Write Call 

(804) 788-7058 P.O. Drawer 2-Y 
Richmond, VA 23205 

COMPOSITION 
Div. VA Publishers Wing, Inc. 

301 E. Franklin Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

brisk autumn breeze and 
march music blaring. 

The crowd applauded as it 
was entertained by the band 
and necks craned to catch a 
glimpse of what was coming 
down the street next. Little 
children waved and clapped, 
some shouted to friends as 
they passed by on church 
floats, marched by with their 
Scout troops or with their 
Brownie troops. 

friends sat at picnic tables 
enjoying the day as the 
weather gradually turned 
cooler. In the distance, chil
dren's laughter could be 
heard as a fire truck pulled 
out of the station to take 
them on a ride around town. 
When the "secret" got out, 
lines formed as other chil
dren waited for tqeir turn. 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 
were busy at the drink booth 
serving thirsty customers as 
volunteer cooks took care of 
cooking the chicken and sea
soned the fowl with barbecue 
sauce. 

The Vanceboro Fire De
partment met weekly in Sep
tember to plan for the annual 

event. Volunteers began 
cooking the pigs and tossed 
the chickens on the coals in 
the morning. Fourteen pigs 
gave their selves for a good 
cause-eating good Down 
East barbecue. Fourteen 
cases of chickens were 
broiled over the flames. 

Slowly, like dying embers, 
people began fading a way 
from the event. Some took 
home plates of food, some 
carried crafts bought earlier 
in the day and others carried 
off sleeping children in their 
arms. 

Hopefully all left with fond 
memories of another Fire
men's Day. 

Woven in the parade were 
the politicians, bikers and 
riders on horseback. This 
year's parade offered a me
nagerie of animal characters 
as Big Bird, Yogi Bear and 
Smokey the Bear waved to 
the tots and tykes and shook 
hands along the parade 
route. 

Last, but not least, were 
the guests of honor-the fire
men. And don't forget the va
riety of fire engines. Polished 
chrome gleamed in the sun
shine, sirens wailed and 
horns blared. · 

No Fire Deaths In 1986-87 

After the parade, the spec
tators were treated to a vari
ety of crafts by local crafts
men at a craft show. Honey 
to handmade jewelry could 
be viewed, admired and pur
chased. Almost anything a 
person could want could be 
found. 

Sticky-faced children ran 
around eating candy apples 
while mothers held tightly to 
babies. The warm morning 
temperatures made for favor
able conditions as many lo
cal figures tested the water in 
the Vance-boro Fire Depart
ment's dunking booth. 

The smell of wood smoke 
filled the air as people waited 
in line outside the fire station 
for barbecued chicken or 
por)c plates. Family and 

MARION-McDowell 
County firemen responded to 
81 house fires in 1986-87, but 
there were no fire-related 
deaths during the year . 

Those figures have re
cently been released in the 
annual report of the McDow
ell Firemen's Association. 

On.e person has died as a 
result of a house fire, how
ever, since the close of the fis
cal year, which was June 30. 

Fires were down sharply 
from 1985-86. Total fires for 
the year just ended were 655. 
Last year's fires were 839. 

In addition to the house 
fires, the county's depart
ments responded to nine mo
bile home fires, 67 auto fires, 
12 commercial fires, six fires 
at manufacturing firms, two 
at public buildings, 96 grass 
fires, 83 mutual aid fires, 144 
auto wrecks and 40 false 
alarms. . 

The report was submitted 
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by Association President 
Robert Norwood, who also 
promoted Fire Prevention 
Week, Oct. 4-11. 

Norwood said good fire 
prevention is part of the suc
cess of fire protection in 
McDowell County. He 
pointed out that the annual 
report shows more than $4 
million in property damage 
was prevented by local fire 
fighters during 1986-87. 

The McDowell County 
Commissioners adopted a 
resolution at their regular 
September meeting declar
ing Fire Prevention Week. 

The resolution acknowl
edges that fire prevention is 
the responsibility of all citi
zens, that fire threatens life, 
limb and property, that 
house fires are often caused 
by improperly vented wood 
stoves, unscreened fire 
places, clogged chimneys, 
unsafe space heaters and 
other factors. The commis
sioners urged public aware
ness during this week, Oct. 4-
11, and through the year as 
citizens make certain their 
homes are safe from fire haz
ards. 

Fire departments will pro
vide fire inspections for 
homeowners if asked. 
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