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Depot Fire Destroys Link To City's Past Woodstove Fire 

Damages House 
By Elizabeth Coady 
and Jim Schlosser 

Staff Writers 
Greensboro News-Record 

GREENSBORO-The 
Southern Railways Freight 
Station, one of Greensboro's 
last architectural links to the 
19th century, burned in a 
three-alarm fire still being 
investigated by police and fire 
officials. 

"She moved fast," Capt. 
Jim Alexander of the 
Greensboro Fire Prevention 

Hillsborough 
Firefighters 
Battle Blaze 

By Paul Brown 
and Edison McIntyre 

Durham Sun Staff Writers 

HILLSBOROUGH-Fire
fighters were battling a blaze 
this December in a house at 
211 Ch urton St. 

Initial reports said the 
house was unoccupied, and no 
injuries were reported by the 
Orange County Communica
tions Department. The house 
is located next to Hillsborough 
Presbyterian Church. 

An eyewitness at the scene 
reported that the house ap
peared to be fully consumed 
in flames, with smoke billow
ing from the house. 

Official damage reports, 
however, were unavailable at 
the time. 

Allen Walker, owner of 
Walker's Funeral Home 
across the street, said the 
white frame house had be
longed to Alda Bivens, who 
died recently. 

About 15 firefighters from 
the Hillsborough and Eno 
Volunteer fire departments 
responded to the call, as did 
an ambulance, the eyewitness 
reported. 

Hillsborough police closed 
off the 200 block of Churton 
Street while the firefighters 
worked to bring the blaze 
under control. 

A spokesman for the Hills
borough Police Department 
said the fire was reported 
there about 11:45 a.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 3. 

Walker said he understood 
the house, built in the early 
1900s, was to have been left 
by Mrs. Bivins to Oxford Or
phanage. 

He said the fire appeared to 
start in one room in the house, 
but that flames coming out of 
the front window ignited an 
overhanging porch roof. 

Bureau said of the fire. The 
building already was ablaze 
when the fire was reported at 
1:14 a.m., Friday, Dec.11, but 
it was put out with no injuries. 

The freight depot, at 421 S. 
Davie St. in south Greensboro, 
was built in the late 1880s, 
after the Cape Fear and Y ad
kin Valley train line was 
founded, Southern Railways 
officials said. 

The property had been used 
as a freight station until about 
25 years ago, railroad officials 
said. The building was leased 

out until about five years ago. 
Since then, the massive 

wood-frame structure, esti
mated to be 600 feet long and 
50 feet wide, has been used 
for storage and by transients 
trying to stay warm, officials 
said. 

Half of the building was 
razed by the fire; the other half 
will be tom down. A city 
building inspector condemned 
the freight depot. 

"It is unsafe and weak," 
Alexander said. "Part of the 
building was falling when I 

was down there." 
Investigators are trying to 

determine whether the fire 
was started by a vagrant or 
set by someone seen throwing 
plywood on the tracks in front 
of an oncoming train shortly 
after the fire began. 

"At this point, I'm not rul
ing out anything," Alexander 
said. 

Firefighters were at the 
scene combing through the 
charred and smoldering re
mains. 

FOREST CITY -A fire , 
apparently started by a 
woodstove, did $7,000 worth 
of damage to a home in De
cember. 

Forest City Fire Chief Mark 
McCurry said the department 
was called to the home of Le
wis Blanton on Oak Ridge 
Road. 

No one was injured, 
McCurry said, and the fire 
damage was contained to the 
livingroom. There was smoke 
damage to the rest of the 
house, however. 

Students Fight Fires In 
Their Spare Time 

"It looked like it started on. 
.. the east side of the build
ing," Alexander said at the 
scene. "We found clothing, 
beverage bottles, stuff which 
is consistent with transients 
being in the building." 

The clothing and bottles 
were practically all that was 
left among the rubble. Smoke 
and water damage was visible 
in the surviving part of the 
building, which was littered 
with plastic cups, old wooden 
chairs and desks. 

McCurry said it appeared 
that newspapers which were 
close to the stove ignited from 
the heat, and spread to other 
combustibles nearby. The 
blaze was brought under con
trol in about five minutes, 
McCurry said, adding that 
Blanton was insured. 

By Kim Cable 
Hunter Huss High 

Reprinted from 
Gastonia Gazette 

GASTONIA-Imagine an 
atmosphere in which the 
temperature is over smokey 
1000 degrees and there is a li
mited amount of oxygen to 
breathe. These conditions 
would not appeal to most, but 
to Mike Carpenter, Kenny 
Parker, Eddie Woods and 
Mike Yelton, it is considered 
adventurous and exciting. 

These brave Huskies are 
volunteer firemen for the 
South Gastonia Fire De
partment. "Volunteer" means 
working without pay. So what 
attracts these young men to 
firefighting? 

"It gives you a good feeling 
inside to know you are help
ing," Parker said. 

Carpenter, whose father is 
part of an advisory commitee 
at the station, said, "I have 
been wanting to volunteer for 
as long as I can remember. I 
like helping out in the com
munity." 

"My dad, who is now re
tired, was a fireman," Woods 
said. "I'm just following in his 
tracks." 

Yelton, like the others, says 
he likes helping out in the 
community. 

There is a minimum age 
requirement of 16 before join
ing the squad. Firemen be
tween the ages of 16-18 are 
considered junior firemen. 
Junior firemen are not al
lowed to fight fires except for 
practice fires. They help out 
with equipment such as mak
ing sure an airpack is filled. 
_ All firemen have a Training 

Test Fire. In this _test, the 
fireman has to enter a burning 
house, find a hidden dummy, 
and pull it out to s11fety. After 
passing this test, junior fire
men are promoted to firefigh-

ters. Parker and Yelton have 
passed this test. Carpenter 
and Woods have not yet taken 
the test because they recently 
joined the squad. 

Not only is being a fire
fighter dangerous, but it is 
also inconvenient. Each 
fireman has a scanner in his 
bedroom. The scanner alarm 
could go off at any hour, not 
only waking them, but wak
ing their families too. Whether 
the volunteers go to the fire or 
not is optional. 

Do parents approve of their 
sons getting involved in such 
danger? 

"My parents are afraid I 
will get hurt, but they are still 
supportive," Parker said. 

The rest of the parents are 
also supporting and encou
raging. 

Old business cards and tel
ephone numbers lay inside the 
desks; on top of one, lay an 
old Southern Railways train 
schedule. 

Under one set of wooden 
steps outside was an empty 
Wild Irish Rose wine bottle. 

When it was built, the Cape 
Fear became the third rail
road company to serve 
Greensboro. The others were 
the North Carolina Railroad, 
and the Richmond and Dan
ville Railroad. 

"Sometime shortly after 

Continued on page 3 

Fire Dept. 
Truck Damaged 

GOLDSBORO-A 1987 
Dudley Volunteer Fire De
partment truck sustained 
$12,GO0 in damages following 
a two-vehicle acci~ear 
Arrington Bridge fi. c-, 

Driver of the i ,c was 
Luther Daniels, 2. , of Rt. 5, 
Mount Olive. He was charged 
by the state Highway Patrol 
with failure to reduce speed. 
Also involved in the collision 
was a truck operated by Purvy 
Lofton Jr., 42, of Seven 
Springs. He complained of 

Continued on page 6 

Pinewood Fire Department, Goldsboro, N.C. 

Firemen inspecting new 1250 GPM, Hale Midship pump, Class "A" Pumper with 1,000 gallon tank with Jet 
Dump system, mounted on a Kenworth chassis with 300 HP L.N. Cummings engine-automatic transmission. 
Submitted by: 
Jack L. Slagles 
Fire Equipment & Supply Co., Inc. 
South Boston, Va. 
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Editorial 
This month's editorial is an 

excerpt from "Overcoming 
Barriers to Public Fire Edu
cation in the United States 
Published by TriDate Corp. 

This entire report is avail
able without charge to fire 
service professionals upon 
request. Contact TriData 
Corporation, 1500 Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, Virgi
nia 22209, (703) 841-2975. 
Fire Service Attitudes 

Fire service attitudes to
ward public fire education 
may be the most critical bar
rier, because they hinder 
progress toward overcoming 
all the others. There is a 
dearth of resources for prev
ention education in part be
cause there is a widespread 
lack of interest, lack oftradi-

tion for doing prevention, lack 
of models, and lack of belief 
that it works. 

Self Image of the Fire
fighter 

Prevention is not what 99 
percent of firefighters sign up 
for. It has not been part of the 
image of what a firefighter is, 
nor is it a heart-felt part of 
the job for the majority of the 
fire service today. "Firefigh
ters join to fight fires, not to 
talk about them," said Gus 
Welter, official of the National 
Volunteer Fire Council. 

The image of a firefighter 
in children's books is of 
someone rushing to fires and 
physically rescuing people. 
What is the image of a police 
officer in children's books? 
Officer Friendly patrolling a 
neighborhood to deter (pre
vent) crime. Police see them
selves as peacekeepers who 
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Please feel free to submit any story or pictures to us for 
· publication in this paper. We may not receive information on 

your department that you feel would be of interest to others, 
so we ask that you send items of interest to us. 

We reserve the right to edit any material submitted to us. 
Please note that when submitting a newspaper clipping we 
need to know the name of the newspaper, the town it is 
located in and the date of the article. We also need to know 

· who wrote it if it has a byline. If you submit original photo
graphs, please make a note on the back of each photo if you 
want them returned. 

Let us hear from you. We appreciate your support. 

Changing Address? 
PLEASE STAPLE OLD 
ADDRESS LABEL HERE 

New Address: 

Name _____________ _ _____ _ 

P.O. Box or 
Street Address, ________________ _ 

City: ________ State _____ Zip _ _ __ _ 

CAROLINA RURAL FIREMAN 

will apprehend criminals but 
who try patrol/deterrence 
first. Deterrence, not appre
hension, has been the focus 
of much police research since 
the 1960's. There has been 
nowhere near the · propor
tionate interest in fire prev
ention research. 

What has been the firefigh
ter's self-image? What moti
vates him or her to join the 
fire service? There are·only a 
few published studies of this. 
The most common perception 
portrayed by leaders of the fire 
service is that the firefighter 
is interested in helping people, 
in saving lives, "doing good" 
with personal, hands-on as
sistance; being physically 
active; exhibiting courage; 
having an exciting job; and 
enjoying the camaraderie and 
te~m spirit of the fire service. 
This is especially true to the 
typical volunteer firefighter. 
"Prevention is not what I vo
l un tee red for," say many 
firefighters. 

Public fire education some
times is perceived as a dull 
job which requires working as 
an individual, being a teacher, 
being "cerebral,'' being "soft." 
There is little risk or danger, 
little excitement (on the sur
face). "Public fire and burn 
safety education lacks the 
glamour associated with a two 
or three alarm incident," said 
Roger McGary, President of 
the International Society of 
Fire Service Instructors. 
"Firefighters who work full
time on prevention are not 
viewed as true firefighters by 
the others," said a big city 
public educator. 

Public education work is 
particularly resented by older 
firefighters. They object to 
having prevention "tacked 
on" to their duties. They tend 
to have less education and did 
not have public education d~
fined as an integral part of 
their job early in their careers. 

In the past, public education 
has been one of the few places 
in the department where the 
fire service welcomed women. 
In many places, it is still the 
only place they are welcome, 
said a former city manager. 
It has also often been the desk 
job for firefighters on 
disability-for the sick and 
the lame. How to "de-sissify" 
the job image is an important 
hurdle to overcome. 

Firefighters see themselves 
as good guys, and know the 
public also has that image of 
them. Most firefighters do not 
want to engage in activities 
where they have to criticize, 
correct, or enforce. They prefer 
being the citizen's friend. 
Though some prevention ed
ucation is neutral or positive, 
there also is much education 
provided through commercial 
and home inspections, which 
carry an enforcement image. 

Increasing prevention ef
forts threatens the image of 
the traditional firefighter. 
Time spent on public educa
tion reduces the physical/ 
macho side of the job, espe
cially if the program is 
successful and there are fewer 
calls to respond to. Lancaster1 

Fire Chief Don Mummaw be
lieves that some union leaders 
and firefighters consciously 
or unconsciously feel threa
tened about the potential of 
good fire prevention pro
grams: they might work too 
well. Less fire over time could 
mean loss of jobs. 

The firefighter has an in
ternal conflict: he or she wants 
to reduce the number of people 
hurt by fire, and wants to al
leviate pain and suffering. But 
if public education tasks are 
emphasized and prevention is 
highly successful, the job that 
has been loved and died for 
may change. 

The fact is, they are right. 
The job will change. The 
question is whether it should 
change, and whether the 
"new" job will offer great 
personal rewards of its own. 

The Japanese firefighter 
had perhaps the most macho 
image and tradition in the 
world. The first arriving 
company traditionally sent its 
bravestmembertotheroofof 
a burning house with the un
it's pennant. He flew it from 
the roof until his company 
extinguished the blaze, or he 
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died in the fire if they were 
unsuccessful. Today the 
Japanese firefighter is trained 
to a high degree in firefighter 
safety, and spends triple the 
time of his counterpart in the 
United States on prevention. 
The Japanese firefighter is 
highly motivated to help the 
population prevent fires. His 
service's record is his honor, 
not his own brave contribu
tion. 

One can change the image 
of the firefighter. The fire
fighter is admired by children 
while he teaches prevention. 
There is enormous satisfac
tion to be gained in that role. 
There is also the satisfaction 
of knowing that when a rescue 
has to be made, all that could 
have been done to prevent it 
has been done. 

There are far more firefigh
ters today than there were a 
decade ago who believe that 
public education is an impor
tant part of the job. Certainly 
more chiefs feel that way. The 
National Fire Academy's 
public fire education courses 
are filled to capacity. But there 
still are many who question 
public education's role. 

Haw River Fire Dept. 
Awards Presented 

The Haw River Fire De
partment held its annual 
Christmas party and several 
awards were presented. 

Bruce Dawson was honored 
for 15 years of service and Jeff 
Fogleman was honored for 5 
years of service. 

Richard Apple was pres
ented the Firefighter of the 
Year a ward. He joined the fire 
department in 1971. He and 
his wife, Barbara, live on 
Circle Drive. 

Ricky Honeycutt was pres
ented the Rookie of the Year 
award. He joined the fire de
partment in 1985. He is a 
Lieutenant with the depart
ment. He and his wife, Penny, 

have one daughter and live 
on Boundary St. 

Robbie Everhart was pres
ented the EMT of the Year 
award. He joined the de
partment in 1978. He is an 
Assistant Chief with the de
partment. He and his wife, 
Gena, have 2 sons and live on 
Rolling Rd. 

David Ray was presented 
the Officer of the Year a ward. 
He joined the department ip 
1970. He is the Chief of the 
department. He and his wife, 
Betty, Ii ve on Rolling Rd. 

Submitted by 
Marshall Lynch 
Haw River VFD 

Fire Units Stretched Thin 
During Multiple Calls 

By Karen Equils 
Staff Writer 

Kinston Free Press 

KINSTON-Kinston fire
fighters were called to three 
fires within an hour recently, 
stretching their equipment 
and manpower to the maxi
mum. 

The first call was to the res
idence of Angie Carper at 316 
Sherwood Ave. When fire un
its arrived, the center portion 
of the house was engulfed in 
flames. 

According to fire reports, 
Ms. Carper was at home when 
an electric heater apparently 
caused nearby combustible 
chemicals to ignite, causing 
the fire. 

The house had been divided 
into three separate apart
ments. Eire dam.age was:con

lfin ed to .Mit. (i.iar11e11's apart-1 

ment. 
While fire units were still at 

the Sherwood Avenue fire, a 
call was issued to the Word of 
Life Ministry at2105Ivy Road 
when smoke was seen coming 
from the heating units. 

Fire reports indicate a belt 
on the heating unit had ig
nited and smoke was forced 
into the church. Damage was 
confined to the heating unit. 

A third call to 1701 Hardee 
Road proved to be a false 
alarm, but North Lenoir fire 
units were called to provide 
mutual aid because all of the 
Kinston units were at the two 
previous calls. 

At 12:22 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
6, two young boys ran into 
the fire station at King Street 
and said that a building on 
Bright -Street was on fire. 
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Depot Fire Destroys 

Link To City~s Past 

National Vol. Fire Council News 

Continued from page 1 

that track arrived here, they 
built a center portion of the 
building that burned last 
night, and it was used as a 
combination passenger and 
freight station," said Olin 
Mills, a division superin
tendent with Southern Rail
ways. 

When the Cape Fear line 
was completed, it gave 
Greensboro railroad tracks 
almost in every direction-as 
well as a nickname. 

"It was this line that made 
us the Gate City," said Gayle 
Fripp, curator at the Greens
boro Historical Museum and 
author of a book about 
Greensboro. "It gave us 66 
passenger and freight trains 
a day." 

But the railroad eventually 
went bankrupt and was sold 
at a public auction in March 
1894, Mills said. The property 
was sold four years later and 
reorganized as the Atlantic 
and Yadkin on Jan. 13, 1899. 

In 1904, Southern Railways 
took over the line. Eventually, 
the station was expanded and 
used only to transport freight. 
Freight from box cars would 
be unloaded on one side; 
trucks would pull up on the 
other side for loading. 

Greensboro Fire Captain 
J.E. McCarter, 53, who helped 
fight the fire, remembered 
visiting the station as a young 
boy. 

"I used to come down with 
my granddaddy," McCarter 
said. "Trucks would be lined 
up here waiting to get into 
these docks. They used to 
bring Christmas trees here on 
flat cars." 

Even fire trucks were deli
vered there. McCarter said 
Engine No. 11 was delivered 
in 1959, a few months before 
Station 11 was opened at 2605 
S. Elm-Eugene St. The truck 
is now out of service. 

Through the years, devel
opers eyed the depot for ren
ovation, but no projects 
materialized. "If something 
had been done to the building, 
it would have been the heart 
of the Old Greensborough 
District," said John Tasker, 
former president of the Old 
Greensborough Preservation 
Society, which promotes the 
south side of downtown. 

The 
Harbour Master 
Dial 919-726-2541 

P.O. Box 1048 
Morehead City, NC 

NEVILLE 
REPAIR SERVICE 
24 I-lour Wrecker Service 

Phone 266-2396 
If No Ani . 266-1152 

Smithfield Road/ Knightdale, NC 

In recent decades, the 
building has been used for 
different purposes. Circus 
elephants were unloaded 
there ea~h year and marched 
to the Coliseum. During the 
1986 drought, box cars of hay 
donated by California 
farmers arrived at the depot 
for distribution to local 
farmers. 

"I tis a substantial historial 
loss, not only for Old Greens
borough but the entire city," 
Tasker said. "But I doubt if it 
is a substantial economic 
loss." 

Mills, of Southern Rail
ways, said the railroad 
planned to continue using the 
area for freight storage. 

The fire was the second in 
three years to destroy an his
torically significant down
town building. 

A fire April 13, 1985, des
troyed eight buildings on 
Davie Street, includirtg the old 
Dixie Bell Textile Building. 
The buildings were to be part 
of the Greensborough Court 
at Hamburger Square project. 

Investigators later deter
mined that the fire, the worst 
in city history, was caused by 
a vagrant who fell asleep 
while s moking in one of the 
buildings. The man's remains 
were found a week after the 
fire. 

NVFC Comments 
On Proposed 
Sprinkler Law 

"The National Volunteer 
Fire Council (NVFC) supports 
the idea behind a proposed 
law requiring installation of 
fire sprinkler systems in hot
els and motels," according to 
NVFC Chairman E. James 
Monihan, "but we cannot 
support the method chosen to 
enforce the bill's provisions." 

The bill, introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Dec. 4, would penalize states 
which fail to comply by bar
ring their firefighters from the 
National Fire Academy. The 
legislation was introduced by 
Congressmen Doug Walgren 
(D-P A), Sherwood Boehlert 
(R-NY) and Manuel Lujan (R
NM), all members of the 
House Subcommittee on 
Science, Research and Tech
nology which has oversight 
responsibility for the U.S. Fire 
Administration and the Na
tional Fire Academy. 

Monihan says the Council 
will offer testimony on the 
proposal. Hearings are ex
pected to be scheduled for 
early 1988. He says he has 
been encouraged by state
m en ts by Congressman 
Walgren which recognize that 
better, more equitable me
thods of enforcement should 
be incorporated into the bill 
before it becomes law. 

"We will do all we can to 
help the Committee come up 

IFSTA Release 
STILLWATER-Fire 

Protection Publications an
nounces the publication of the 
International Fire Service 
Training Association's Fire 
Inspection and Code En
forcement, 5th Edition. 

As the inspector, you are the 
first line of defense for any 
incident. Recognizing and 
correcting unsafe conditions, 
becoming familiar with 
building and fire codes, con
struction techniques, fire de
tection and suppression 
systems-all are a part of the 
Inspector's job. 

Contains over 300 pages of 
comprehensive material de
signed to meet and exceed 
NFPA 1031. Contents include: 
• Authority, Responsibility, 
and Organization • Inspec
tion Procedures • Principles 
of Fire Protection and Fire 
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Cause Determination • 
General Safety • Building 
Construction for Fire and Life 
Safety• Occupancy Classifi
cations and Means of Egress 
• Extinguishing Equipment 
and Fire Protection Systems 
• Plans Review • Hazardous 
Materials • Storage, Han
dling, and Use of Hazardous 
Materials. 

Fire Inspection and 
Code Enforcement is 
available for $20.00 from Fire 
Protection Publications, Fire 
Building, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, Ok
lahoma 74078-0118 or from 
any of IFST A's 60 distribu
tors. 

For additional information 
contact Teresa Tackett, 
Marketing Associate, IFSTA 
Headquarters 

Gunter's Country 
Store & Exxon 
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Hardware & Fishing Tackle 
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998-4250 • Advance, NC 

JUGTOWN 
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with those methods, because 
asking firefighters to bear sole 
responsibility for the action 
of their state legislatures is 
just not fair," he said. 

Monihan Represents USA 

E. James Monihan, chair
man of the National Volun
teer Fire Council (NVFC), re
presented the U.S. volunteer 
fire service at a meeting in 
November of the Federation 
of World Volunteer Firefigh
ters Organizations in Beijing, 
China. 

The Federation was 
founded in 1982 to foster world 
peave and an international 
exchange of ideas and tech
nical assistance among vo
lunteer firefighters through
out the world. 

Program for the meeting 
included an announcement by 

the People's Republic of China 
that it is establishing a foun
dation for scientific research 
on petrochemical firefighting. 
In addition, delegates dis
cussed the impact of Federa
tion activities to influence the 
reduction of freight tariffs on 
imported fire apparatus. Chile 
and Argentina, with the help 
of the Federation, have 
realized a 50 percent reduction 
in freight tarrifs, and other 
countries are expected to take 
similar action in the near f u
ture. 

"The Federation offers an 
important opportunity to ex
change of information with 
volunteers in other countries 
and improving our effective
ness worldwide," Monihan 
~aid. 
\. For additional information, 
dpntact Gus Welter, (612) 881-
8114. 

Station Plans Redrawn 
DURHAM-Plans are be

ing redrawn for two Durham 
fire stations to serve recently 
annexed areas after bids for 
the stations far exceeded city 
budget allocations. 

Nick Curtis, an adminis
trative officer for the Durham 
Fire Department, said the bids 
for the two stations were 
$200,000 or more over what 
the city had planned to 
spend-a bigger gap than 
could be closed by modifying 
the original building plans. 
Consequently, architects have 
had to start over with more 
modest designs. 

Curtis said the new plans 
will still meet the fire de
partment's needs, however. 

The two new stations were 
scheduled to be built several 
months ago in southern and 

western Durham. Station 12, 
which is to be built on Car
penter Fletcher Road, will 
cover most of the southern 
area that was annexed into 
the city in August. Station 11 
will be built near the inter
section of Cornwallis and 
Ridge Roads in Colony Park. 

Both areas currently receive 
adequate fire protection from 
existing city stations and an 
agreement with Parkwood 
and Bethesda volunteer fire 
departments, Curtis said. 

Curtis also said the city 
plans to reopen bidding on 
Station 12 on March 1, with 
construction tentatively set to 
begin April 1. 

New bids on Station 11 will 
be taken beginning July 1 
with construction to follow a 
month later. 

Compliments Of 

Guss Carpenter, Inc. 
289-3021 • Monroe, North Carolina 

Martin 
Community College 

"Equal Opportunity Employer" 

Phone 919 /792-1521 · 
Kahukee Park Road 

Williamston, North Carolina 27892. 

ETHAN ALLEN 
INCORPORA Y.ED 

PINE VALLEY DIVISION 
Drawer 639 

OLD FORT, NORTH CAROLINA 
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Officials Break Ground For Fire Station 
By Pandora Passin 
Lexington Dispatch 

Staff Reporter 

LEXINGTON-City offi
cials, architects, contractors, 
and many firemen gathered 
on an unseasonably warm 
December aftemoolfto dig the 
first shovel of dirt where the 
new Lexington Fire Depart
ment headquarters will be 
housed about eight months 
from now. 

The groundbreaking 
marked a long-awaited day 
for firemen who have been 
making do with what they 
consider an outdated fire de
partment facility for the past 
several years. 

The new fire station, to cost 
nearly $900,000, will be built 
on the corner of East Center 
and North Pugh streets. 

A vintage 1922 Lexington 
fire engine was brought to the 
location, as well as the de
partment' s official Dalmatian 
representative, Mack, to help 
commemorate the occasion. 
The mayor, City Council 
members, and most of the 

, firemen on that day's shift 
took a dig at the dirt. 

Plans for a new fire station 
have been underway for about 
a year. In late 1986, a study 
was conducted of the existing 
fire headquarters adjacent to 
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City Hall on West Center 
Street. It pointed out that the 
structure, which has housed 
the fire department since the 
early 1930's, is in poor shape 
and represents "a definite fire 
hazard." 

Firemen also have com
plained about lack of heat in 
their upstairs sleeping 
dormitory-style quarters, and 
generally cramped conditions 
with 9,195 square feet to ac-

commodate 24 firemen. This 
all will be a thing of the past 
come August, when the fire
men will move into the new 
headquarters measuring 
14,900 square feet. 

The design, prepared by the 
local architectural firm of 
Briggs & Mathews, calls for a 
single-story structure in three 
basic sections, including a 
training area, a fire apparatus 
area and a dormitory/ dining 

Electric Heater Caused Fire 
By Jim Schlosser 

News-Record 
Staff Writer 

GREENSBORO-An 
electric baseboard heating 
unit coming into contact with 
combustible materials caused 
the fire that killed three 
Greensboro youngsters in a 
small house off Spring 
Garden Street, investigators 
ruled Dec. 2. 

In a related ruling, the state 
medical examiner sa id the 
three siblings- James "Jay" 
Whitley, 8, and twins Caroline 
and Cary Whitley, who would 
have been 5 on Dec. 10-died 
of carbon monoxide poisoning 
from the heavy smoke 
through the house in the early 
moming·hours. 

The children were alone 
while their mother, Carol 
Groover, was delivering 
newspapers, one of two jobs 
she held to support her child
ren. 

Capt. Louis Martin of the 
Greensboro Fire Prevention 
Bureau said that the fire in
vestigiition is basically com
plete, with no indications that 
the fire was anything but ac
cidental, he said. 

The blaze, one of the city's 
worst ever in terms of lives 
lost, offers a lesson that could 
prevent other fires and deaths 
this winter, Martin said. 

"At this time of year, we 
have our heating systems in 
place. A good lesson would be 
to make sure those heating 
systems are serviced and that 
you don't have combustible 
materials close to them." 

Martin declined to identify 
the materials that ignited. He 
said various items were in the 
utility room where the base-

Woodmen of the World 
Life Insurance Society 

863-3832 

Joe Walters-Area Manager 

Bladenboro, North Carolina 

The Finest In Homemade 
Pizza 

STRADER'S 
PIZZA&DELI 
-'-The Family Restaurant-
Eat In Or Take Out Menu 

Open 7 Days/Call 634-2230 
I 19 N. Main, Mocksville, NC 

board heating unit was lo
cated. 

Baseboard heating units 
are common, particularly 
when rooms are added but not 
connected to the central heat
ing system of a house. The 
unit is usually placed on the 
floor against a wall. 

Capt. Martin said he was 
not surprised by the medical 
examiner's ruling that carbon 
monoxide killed the three 
children. Itis a common cause 
of death during fires, he said. 

State Medical Examiner 
John Butts said it is difficult 
to say how long the youngs
ters lived after the fire broke 
out. 

"It could be a few minutes 
or longer," he said. 

The fire may have started 
long before firefighters ar
rived. A neighbor said she 
noticed smoke in the neigh
borhood about 5:30 a.m., but 
thought it was heavy fog or 
harmless smoke coming from 
a woodburning s tove. A pas
serby reported the fire at 6:08 
a.m. 

When firefighters arrived, 
flames were shooting out of 
the rear of the house. After 
firefighters kicked down the 
front door, flames surged to 
the front of the house. 

The two brothers appar
ently tried to escape the one
story, shingled house. Their 
bodies were found near the 
front door. They would have 
needed a key to open the door 
from within because it was 
secured by a double deadbolt 
lock. Investigators think the 
mother had the key. 

The children were buried 
during a graveside service at 
Westminster Gardens. 
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hall/lounge area. 
Other features of the build

ing will include three bays to 
house two pumper trucks, one 
aerial truck, a utility truck and 
a shift commander's mini
van. 

A reception area will face 
East Center Street. There also 
will be offices for the per
manent fire chief, the on-duty 
chief, the training officer, fire 
inspection officer and fire 
prevention officer, plus a 
tree-lined patio, an exercise 
room and laundry facilities. 

Each on-duty fireman will 
have more privacy at night 
since there will be nine bed
rooms at the station, each 
containing three beds. This 
will allow each fireman to 
have his own room to sleep in 
per shift. 

Presently dispatching for 
all fire calls in the city and 
county are done at the West 
Center Street headquarters. 
That system no longer will be 
used once the move is made, 
and the Council now is mak
ing plans for centralizing all 
city police and fire calls at the 
Police Department. 

County fire calls will have 
to be done elsewhere next 
year. 

Construction of the site will 
include leveling the hill of the 
property to street level so fire 
trucks can more easily ma
neuver in and out. Trucks will 

be entering on North Pugh 
Street and will exit on East 
Center Street. 

Some signals are expected 
to be installed at East Center 
Street to warn passing mo
torists when the trucks are 
going out. 

The price of the new station 
has turned out to be less than 
originally expected. City of
ficials first thought they 
would have to pay about $1 
million for construction, but 
were able to reduce that figure 
to $896,138 during the No
vember Council meeting after 
low bids were approved. 

C.J. Kern Contractor was 
hired to do the general con
struction of the station. Other 
companies contracted to work 
on the project were Castor 
Plumbing & Heating, Webb 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
and Lilly Electric. 

The City Council hasn't 
decided what will be done with 
the old station once it is va
cated. However, the possibil
ity of converting the station 
into new City Council 
chambers is being considered. 

"With the expanding of the 
Council, we need a larger 
Council room and this is one 
of the things we'll be taking a 
look at," said Mayor Harold 
Bowen. "Beyond that we ha
ven't really discussed w4at 
will take place down there .. " 

S-D-0 Fire Dept. 
Directors Named 

RUTHERFORDTON
More than 409 resident tax
payers in the Danieltown fire 
district elected four citizens 
of the district to the board of 
director s for the Shiloh
Danieltown-Oakland volun
teer fire department. Eight 
men had been nominated for 
the four positions and four 
were elected by secret ballot 
at the fire station, in De
cember. 

Elected were the four no
minees sponsored by the fire 
department- Cla ren ce 
Campbell with 362 votes; Paul 
Chapman, 356 votes; William 
Roberson, 346 votes and 
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Harry Ta ylor 341 votes. Tay1 

lor a nd Chapman ar~ 
members of the department. 

Defeated were Johnny 
Bradley with 68 votes; Danny 
Ferguson, 59 votes; Mickey 
Reepe with 54 votes and Larry 
Henson with 40 votes. 

Th e four new board 
members were elected for 
two-year terms and join 
George White, James Davis 
Sr. and James Queen on the 
board of the directors. The 
three directors were appointed 
when the S-D-O department 
was organized during an 
election by .secret ballot. 
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Fire Marshal Learned Craft At Early Age 
By Kathy Chaffin 

Davie County Enterprise
Record 

MOCKSVILLE-Davie 
County's new fire marshal 
was in elementary school 
when his father helped or
ganize a volunteer depart
ment in Carroll County, Va. 

"I just kind of tagged 
along," said Glen E. Stanley 
Jr., who started work for the 
county Dec. 1. 

Stanley later became a jun
ior fireman in the department 
where his father was chief for 
10 years after its inception. 

At 17, Glen Stanley Jr. was 
eligible to become a Virginia 
state fire instructor except for 
his age. The minimum age 
requirement was 19. 

While it was his father that 
got him involved in firefight
ing, Stanley said it was "the 
excitement of fighting fires 
and winning" that led him to 
pursue it as a career. " It's like 
a battle," he said. 

At age 31, Stanley has had 
16 years experience as a fire
fighter, nine years training 
experience and six years 
management and supervisory 
experience. 

He came to Davie County 
from Whiteville, where he was 
chief of the city's fire de
partment for 17 months. 
While there, Stanley was also 
a fire service and industrial 
fire brigade instructor at 
Southeastern Community 
College. 

Before going to Whiteville, 
Stanley worked for the Salis
bury City Fire Department. 
He started in December 1977 
as a full-time firefighter and 
was an acting company of
ficer when he left in June 1986. 

During his time with the 
department, Stanley also 
owned and managed the Sa
lisbury Sprinkler Company, 
which handled fire protection 
systems installation and 
consultation, and was a fire 
science curriculum and fire 
service and industrial fire 
brigade instructor at Rowan 
Technical College. 

After almost eight years in 
Salisbury, Stanley decided he 
was ready to move on. "I 
needed a job change," he said. 

It was then that he applied 
to become Davie County's 
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first fire marshal. "I was 
turned down for the position 
and later on got the job in 
Whiteville," he said. 

Stanley was at a firemen's 
conference in Greenville this 
past summer when he heard 
that Jim Tourville, Davie's 
fire marshal from Oct. 1, 1985, 
until June 30 of this year, had 
resigned to take a job in Ca
barrus County. 

Stanley applied again for 
the job, and this time, he got 
it. 

Commission Chairman 
R.C. Smith introduced Stan
ley at a county commission 
meeting recently. " We're 
looking forward to a good, 
lengthy relationship," Smith 
said. 

County Manager John 
Barber said members of the 
Davie County Firemen's As
sociation were taking Stanley 
around to meet the firemen in 
the county's 12 volunteer de
partments. 

Stanley said in an earlier 
interview that he wanted to 
meet with all the fire depart
ments "to see what they've 
been doing and what I can 
help them do." He said he also 
wanted to meet with citizens 
to hear their concerns about 
fire protection. 

As fire marshal, Stanley 
said his role is to investigate 
suspicious fires and handle 
inspections of businesses arid 
other facilities. He will also 
serve as a resource person for 
the fire departments. 

Stanley, whose office is on 
the bottom floor of the county 
office building, said he wanted 
to talk with the departments 
before going out on fire calls. 

"If they don't want me there, 
I want to stay out of the way," 
he said. 

The new fire marshal de
clined comment on his goals 
and issues facing the fire de
partments until he has all the 
facts. 

Stanley did say he had been 
impressed by what he had 
seen and heard of the fire de
partments in Davie County. 
"I've seen paid departments 
and part-paid departments 
that aren't nearly in the posi
tion this county is," he said. 

The fact that the county has 
a 911 emergency telephone 
line says a lot about it. 

"It's a progressive county," 
Stanley said. "You don't put 
up a flag and say, 'Hey, we're 
good.' It's just that the things 
you do show you to be good, 
and that's impressive." 

Despite their hard work, 
Stanley said firefighters never 
get the credit they deserve. 

"But they don't do it to get 
a pat on the back or a dollar 
in the pocket," he said. "I 
guess self-gratification is the 
big thing. People enjoy what 
they do. It's something that 
gets in your blood.'' 

Stanley said he and his 
wife, Debra, are happy to be 
back in this area of the state. 
"We really like the people here, 
the way they think," he said. 
"It's a lot different." 

The Stanleys and their two 
daughters, Lisa, 5, and Jes
sica, 2, are currently living in 
a house they own in Salisbury. 

"Hopefully, after the holi
days, we'll start looking for a 
house up here," Stanley said. 
"Any help in finding us a 
home will be appreciated.'' 

New Officers At East Bend 
YADKINVILLE-The 

annual meeting of the East 
Bend Volunteer Fire De
partment was held at East 
Bend Seafood. The following 
persons were elected as offic
ers. 

President, Charlie Webb; 
vice-president, Bill Hardy; 
secretary, Ronnie Vanhoy; 
treasurer, Arzie Matthews. 

Operations officers elected 
by the board for 1988 were 
chief, Donnie Norman; as
sistant chief, Jack Adams. 
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Promoted from captain to as
sistant chief was Gary Mar
tin. Promoted from lieutenant 
to captain was Charlie Webb. 
Promoted from fireman to 
lietttenant was Wayne John
son. 

When a 
problem drinlcer 
drives, it's your 
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Chief Pender Retired 
After 3 7 Years On Joh 

By Neil Furr 
Statesville Record 

&Landmark 
Staff Writer 

MOORESVILLE-When
ever Fire Chief Howard (Pete) 
Pender hears the wailing 
siren of an approaching fire 
engine now he might just 
stroll out onto his front porch 
to see where it goes, but he's 
not going to jump into his 
"turn-out gear," listen to his 
scanner or bother to call the 
station. 

When Pender retired on the 
last day of this year after 37 
years with the Mooresville 
Fire Department, he meant to 
retire completely. 

"This has been half my 
life," the fire chief said while 
sitting in an office that was 
only his for another half 
month. "I would be telling 
something if I said that was 
not so. I care and my heart 
will always be in the fire de
partment. But as for me in
terfering and trying to tell the 
new chief how to run it-well, 
I'm never going to interfere 
and I'm not going to give ad
vice unless I'm asked." 

Pender said that he has en
joyed his years as Moores
ville's only paid fire chief but 
now is the "time to get out." 
But in doing so, he will have 
to give up his most constant 
companion-his pager. 

It was that infernal 
squawking box that sum
moned him about six years 
ago to Western Auto, the scene 
of one of his worst fires. 

At about 9:20 p.m. that 
night, he was at home relax
ing in his pajamas when the 
contraption let him know 
something was amiss at the 
uptown store. Pender jumped 
into his turn-out gear, with 
his pajamas on, and was on 
his way. 

"I came up West Wilson and 
when I turned on Broad, I saw 
the flames," he recalled. 
Minutes before the fire had 
blown glass all the way across 
the street and engulfed the 
building in flames, Chief 
Pender learned later, a fortu
nate police officer had checked 
the front door and gone on. 

Brookside 
Open Air Market 

Frozen Foods • Fre sh Produce 
Meats Cut to Order 

Western Beef • Native Pork 
735-0673/ Bill Vinson, Owner 

S. Stlocumb St. , Ext. Goldsboro, NC 

Edwards 
Pharmacy 

George Edwards - RPh. 

Phone 863-4349 

Main Street 
Bladenboro, North Carolina 

The chief spent the entire 
night fighting the blaze while 
still in his pajamas but no
body ever knew it because of 
the turn-out gear. 

Such turn-out gear did not 
exist at the Mooresville Fire 
Department when Pender 
firs t came on board 37 years 
ago as a dispatcher, police of
ficer and fireman. "All we had 
were rubber rain-coats and 
three or four helmets," Pender 
said. 

The fire department then 
consisted of three paid offic
ers, about 25 volunteers and 
a volunteer fire chief. The rol
ling stock consisted of the old 
1921 American LaFrance, 
now refurbished and used to 
brighten up Christmas pa
rades, and a 1938 Ford. With 
these already antiquated 
pieces of equipment, the de
partment not only answered 
city calls but helped take care 
"of most of southern Iredell 
County." 

"That was a lot of territory 
to cover with only two trucks," 
the chief admitted, "especially 
when neither one had hy
draulic brakes and power 
steering." 

The county bought Moores-

Continued on page 7 
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150 Evacuated During Blaze 
By Wyllisa Bennett 

Elkin Tribune 
Staff Reporter 

ELKIN-About 150 cus
tomers were evacuated from 
Adams Seafood & Steakhouse 
.restaurant in Jonesville re
cently, when a grease fire in 
the kitchen spread in£o vents 
and threatened the rest of the 
building. 

No one was injured in the 
blaze but firefighters from 
Jonesville and Arlington 
fought the blaze for two hours 
before bringing it under con
trol, and Brenda Adams, 
owner, reported about $10,000 
damage. 

The building, located on 225 
S. Bridge St., caught fire when 
a cooker, used to fry hush
puppies and french fries ig
nited, Adams said. 

Adams immediately re
ported the fire to the Arlington 
Fire Department, and a fire
fighter who happened to be 
eating dinner there started 
clearing out customers. 

Steve Swain, an Arlington 
firefighter, saw flames shoot
ing out the back portion of 
the roof as he was driving by. 

"I pulled in and went in, 
and there was still a lot of 
people in the building, but a 
firefighter who was there was 
getting people out," Swaim 
said. "I just helped him." 

The fire extended through 
the exhaust vent over the 
cooker, Adams said, and the 
blaze traveled through the 
exhaust vents to the top of 
the building. Firemen had to 
remove the exhaust fan and 
its cover, located on the top of 
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the building, to extinguish the 
flames, Lindbergh Swaim, 
Jonesville fire chief, said. 

Although the automatic fire 
extinguisher over the cooker 
was activated, it did not put 
the fire out. Arlington fire
fighters had to extinguish the 
fire with foam. 

The restaurant was filled 
with smoke, and most damage 
occurred because of that, 
Adams said. 

The fire appeared to have 
been an accidental grease fire, 
Swaim said, adding it could 
have been serious ifit had not 
been extinguished in time. 

None of the cooks in the 
kitchen at the time of the fire 
were injured. 

Two fryers and a breaker 
panel were burned, and the 
ceiling and a wall were melted 
and blackened by the fire. A 
water pipe was melted and 
burst during the fire. 

Despite the fire, the restau
rant was still operating under 
regular hours the following 
morning. 

Adams commended the fire 
departments for their quick 
response to the fire and their 
work in saving the restaurant 
from further damage. 

New Addition To Snow Hill 
Fire Station 

SNOW HILL-The Town 
Board of Commissioners have 
allocated $40,000 for a new 
addition to be built to the 
Snow Hill Fire Station ac
cording to Mayor Melvin 
Oliver. 

Ground-breaking ceremo
nies were held in late No
vember. The Snow Hill Town 
Fire Department was organ
ized in the 1920's with the 
Snow Hill Rural Department 
beginning in 1962. 

The present building was 
built in 1957 when Wick Exum 
was serving as mayor. The 
Rural Department began op-

eration with one pumper for 
$12,000, and today, the de
partment has six pieces of 
equipment valued in excess 
of $170,000. 

Horace Moore served as the 
first fire chief, followed by Sila 
Brown, and Bobby Carraway 
is currently serving as chief. 
Donald Hart serves as as
sistant chief. 

There are currently 35 
members in the department, 
and they have spent over 1700 
manhours in training and 757 
hours at fire scenes. 

Continued on page 7 

Fire Units Stretched Thin 
During Multiple Calls 

Continued from page 2 

Grass beind L&J Manufac
turing at 107 East Bright St. 
had apparently been set on 
fire and burned behind the 
brick building. 

The building sustained no 
damage from the fire. 

An unoccupied house at 304 
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E. Blount St. was the scene of 
a fire that evening, when a 
mattress caught fire. 

Fire damage was confined 
to the mattress in a bedroom 
on the first floor of the two
story structure. The building 
is owned by L.E. Lewis of 2006 
Towerhill Road. 
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Firemen Save Two Homes 
NORTH WILKES

BORO-Wilkes County 
firemen saved two homes re
cently. Both fires were re
ported on the same day. 

North Wilkesboro Fire De
partment was dispatched to 
the home of Arnold Bynum, 
10 Park Road North Wilkes
boro and found the home filled 
with smoke. 

North Wilkesboro fire chief 
Conley Call said that his 
firemen found a sofa and 
chair on fire in a basement 
room. Firemen pulled the 
burning furniture from the 
house after entering using 
oxygen masks. Chief Call said 
that the damage was confined 
to the furniture, ceiling and 
smoke in the house. 

Bynum said that he was 
awakened by the smoke and 
got his family out of the home. 
It is a family of five, Bynum 
said. He rents the home from 
Bill Welborn of Wilkesboro. 

Chief Call said that his 
firemen were on the scene for 
two and a half hours. A ci
garette may have caused the 
fire, the chief said. "We 
searched thoroughly for the 
cause of the fire. That's the 
only reason we could come up 
with." 

Bynum said that his family 
was in the house at the time 
of the fire, his wife, Betty By
num and three children, Ar
nold Jr., Mike and Melody, 
and Mabel Spicer, Betty By
num's mother. Betty Bynum 
said that they were all asleep 

Fire Dept~ 
Truck Damaged 

Continued from page 1 
.· 

pain. Lofton was driving a 
truck owned by Goldsboro 
Milling Co. The vehicle sus
tained $250 in damages. 

The accident occurred on 
state road 1120 near Arring
ton Bridge Road. 
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except for Mabel Spicer who 
was up and awake. Ms. Spicer 
smelled smoke and alerted the 
rest of the family who got out 
of the house with no injury. 

Officer Tim Cheek investi
gated for Wilkes Sheriffs 
Department. 

Arnold Bynum, Cheek re
ported, told Chief Conley Call 
that he had been in the 
basement about 3:30 a.m. 
smoking a cigarette. Police
man Cheek called the fire 
"accidental." 

Mulberry-Fairplains vo
lunteer firemen extinguished 
a fire at the home of Debbie 
Teague, Windy Ridge Acres 
Development, about 1:30p.m. 
after the fire had made some 
headway in a hall. 

No one was at home, and 
the flames were spotted by a 
neighbor who turned in the 
alarm. Terry Barlow went into 
the house and used a garden 
hose to help douse the flames 
before firemen arrived. 

Heat was intense in the 
home. It was so hot that a 
plastic lamp shade in the liv
ing room melted. Using their 
oxygen breathing equipment 
firemen quickly went into the 
house and got the fire under 
control. 

Fire Chief Ron McGrady 
said that Ms. Teague had 
closed all doors leading off the 
hall before leaving her home, 
and this kept the fire from 
spreading. 

"The closed doors kept the 
fire out of the bedrooms." 

No cause for the fire was 
determined. There was fire 
damage in the house. Ms. 
Teague, an employee of Peer
less Hosiery, has three child
ren, Richard, 20, Timmy, 18, 
Kim, 17, and a foster child, 
Dawn, who is six. 

Mulberry-Fairplains De
partment stayed on the scene 
for about two hours. 

Paul Wa;d 
Tile Company 

Poul Word, Owner 

Over 20 Yrs. Experience 

742-3183/Sanford Hwy. 
Siler City, NC 

LASSITER LIGHTNING 
PROTECTION 

MANUFACTURING 'co. I 
Call 919-658-3082 

Route 3, Box 32 

Mount Olive, N.C. 28365 

BANTAM CHEF 
(704) 859-9522 

Highway 176 South 
Tryon, NC 28782 
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Parker Is Praised As Town Fire Chief • Chief Pender Retired 
After 3 7 Years On Joh NORTH WILK-ES

BORO-Jay Parker, chief of 
the Wilkesboro Fire Depart
ment for about 10 years and a 
member of the department for 
over 40 years, submitted his 
resignation to the Wilkesboro 
Board of Commissioners, in 
December. 

Parker, defeated in a bid for 
another two-year term as chief 
in a Nov. 2 fire department 
election, presented two writ
ten statements to the board 
when he announced his re
tirement. 

One stated that his retire
ment was effective as of 10:01 
a.m., Dec. 8. "Therefore, I 
would not be a candidate for 

Kiwanians 

For Fire Safety 

MOORESVILLE
Mooresville Fire Chief How
ard Pender accepted a $50 
check from Carroll Teeter, 
who chairs the youth services 
committee of the Mooresville 
Kiwanis Club. Pender for
warded the gift · to the Na
tional Safety Council, which, 
in turn, will invest a portion 
of it in this community 
through literature and other 
assistance it provides the fire 
department for the fire-safety 
program it conducts in local 
schools. 

re-election as fire chief," the 
statement said, apparently a 
reference to the possibility of 
an election in place of the Nov. 
2 vote. 

Since the election, Parker 
had continued to act as chief 
at the request of the board, 
pending its approval of new 
officers. 

"I consider that it has been 
a privilege to serve for more 
than 40 years as a member of 
the Wilkesboro Volunteer Fire 
Department. I am grateful to 
the members of the fire de
partment who have served 
with me and for their loyalty 
during the time I have been a 
member of the fire depart
ment, and also during the time 
that I have served as chief," 
the statement said. 

In his second written 
statement, Parker informed 
the board that he was taking 
his retirement, effective at the 
same time as the resignation. 

Parker, who said he joined 
the department a few days 
before his 16th birthday, 
asked that he be allowed to 
keep his helmet and badge as 
keepsakes. 

The board unanimously 
approved allowing Parker to 
do so. 

A Wilkesboro firefighter in 
the audience said at the meet
ing that the department 
members appreciate Parker 
for his years of service to the 

New Addition To Snow Hill 

Fire Station 
Continued from page 6 

These volunteer firemen 
have saved over $8 million 
worth of property. 

According to Commissioner , 
and Fireman Paul Miller, the 
new addition is needed to 
handle the growth of the de
partment. Some of the fire 

WILMINGTON 
IRON WORKS 

Wilmington, NC 

WAYNE BENFIELD 
LANDSCAPING, INC. 

• Industrial • Residential 
Lon,dscoping 
Excavating 
Stone 
Grading 
Clearing 
Septic Tank 

Call (704) 256-5068 
Route 2 

Conover, NC 

equipment has to set out in 
all kinds of weather, and the 
fire station is not large enough 
to accommodate all the vehi
cles including the rescue 
squad truck. 

Allen Hardy Construction 
Company is the contractor for 
the job, and it is expected to 
be completed in January. 

Jenkins Service Center 
& Auto Parts 

Service Center 442-4450 
Auto Parts 977 -1597 

905 Raleigh Rd./Rocky Mount NC 

Odum's Garage 
24 Hour Wrecker Service 

"We Tow Them All, 
Large or Small" 

Phone 326-4394 

Que"en's Creek Road 
Hubert, NC 

Road Building Specialists Since 1946 

SHERRILL PAVING COMPANY INC. 
Asphalt Manufacturer Lie. #1975 

761-1802 
2800 Sherrill Dr. 
P.O. Box 16298 

Winston-Salem, NC 27105 

town. "He's done a real good 
job." 

The board unanimously 
approved a resolution honor
ing Parker. It said the board 
wants to "acknowledge with 
gratitude the fine leadership 
and services which Jay 
Parker has given to the Town 
of Wilkesboro for more than 
45 years of service with the 
Wilkesboro Fire Department. 
His leadership as a fireman 
and chief, which he has so 
graciously rendered to the 
Town of Wilkesboro and its 
citizens, is gratefully ac
knowledged and appre
ciated." 

Mayor Fidell Frazier and 
Commissioner Ray Triplett 
both praised Parker, and said 
they knew he did a good job 
through serving with him on 
the fire department years ago, 
and through their association 
with Parker later. 

Saluda Firemen 

Elect Officers 

TRYON-The Saluda Vo
lunteer Fire and Rescue Inc. 
had its annual election of of
ficers on November 30. Offic
ers elected are: Chief-Danny 
Todd; 1st Assistant Chief
Dennis Kuhar; 2nd Assistant 
Chief-Roger Ward; 1st 
Captain-Jerry F. Pace; 2nd 
Captain-John Russell; 1st 
Lieutenant-Walter B. Gor
don Jr.; 2nd Lieutenant
Glenn Gray; Secretary
Larry K. Pace; Representative 
to The Henderson C6unty 
Firemen's Association
Larry K. Pace; Assistant Re
presentative to The Hender
son County Firemen's 
Association-Marc Hare; 
Board of Directors-Ray 
Alger, Harold Foster and 
Harold Phillips; Traffic Of
ficers Appointed-Ed Smith, 
Jr., Harold Foster and Larry 
Pace. 

NASH GARMENT CO. 
Manufacturers of 
Children's Dresses 

Phone 459-2127 
Washington St. 
Nashville, NC 

POWERS REAL TY 

With us "You are Number One" 

Phone 492-6003 

Embassy Building 
Henderson, NC 

Continued from page 5 

ville a new truck in 1951, a 
500-gallon American La
France pumper, and put the 
old LaFrance out of operation. 

Pender' s initial job as a desk 
officer-a sort of fireman
policeman-was a deceiving 
title. When the sirens began 
blaring and the engines began 
to roll, desk officers didn't stay 
at their desks rooted to their 
chairs but grabbed their 

Officers 
For 1988 

BLOWING ROCK
George Sudderth was re
elected Chief of the Blowing 
Rock Fire Department in ac
tion bythedepartmentduring 
the regular monthly business 
meeting. 

Chief Sudderth will begin 
his third year at the helm of 
the local Fire Department, 
which is ranked among the 
highest volunteer units in the 
state of North Carolina. 

Re-elected as 1st Assistant 
Chief was Steve Sudderth, 
while Larry Hampton was 
elected 2nd Assistant Chief 
of the Department. 

Mark Lindenmuth was re
elected Captain, while Benny 
Bolick will return as Lt. 

Elected to his first term as 
President of the Department 
was Mike Steele, replacing 
former President Nat Per
gerson, who served the De
partment as President for the 
past two years. Named Vice 
President was Bob Lopel. 

Carol Bolick was re-elected 
Department Treasurer, while 
Jerry Burns was re-elected 
Secretary. 

Officers for the Fire De
partment are elected for a one 
year term of office. 

Mills Body Shop 
Auto Body Work and Auto Pointing 

"free Estimates" 
All Work Under Perionol Super'l'ilion Of: 

Richard & Clarence Mills 
982-4509/301 S. Bell Ave. 

Albemarle, NC 

Watts 
Charter 
Boats 

Dial 919/457-5441 

Southport, NC 

Henry Street Apartments 
Phone 919-537-2950 

325 Henry Street 
Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 27870 

,> h ii\ , 

raincoats and boots and ate 
smoke with the volunteers. 

"Back then," Pender said, 
"we worked 16 hours on and 
then had 32 hours off." During 
the ensuing years, Pender saw -
every type of shift but believes 
the current shift of 24 hours 
on and 48 hours off is the best. 

Pender served under three 
volunteer fire chiefs during 
his tenure including Troy 
Sherrill, Charlie Troutman 
and finally Phil McLaughlin. 
When Pender was made fire 
chief in 1972, he had been the 
fire inspector for quite awhile, 
which means he took care of 
the fire station, the equipment 
and the men. However, when 
he arrived on the scene of a 
fire, the volunteer fire chief 
took charge. While such a set
up might make some profes
sional men resentful, Pender 
said that he was always able 
to maintain a good working 
relationship with the volun
teer chiefs. 

In 1972 the town had grown 
to the point, Pender said, that 
the town leaders felt the need 
to have a paid fire chief. Since 
Pender had been doing the 
work for years, he was their 
natural choice. . 

In Fender's 15 years as 
chief, the fire department's 
paid roster has grown to 14 
paid firemen working three 
shifts. Each shift consists of 
three men and a captain, 
which Pender says leaves the 
station somewhat under
manned when someone is out. 

St. Eugene's 
Catholic Church 

Rev. James Solari-Pastor 

Phone (704) 254-5193 

#1 Culvern 
Asheville, North Carolina 

Rest Haven 
Nursing Home 

Intermediate Core Facility 
Quality Professional 

Nursing Core-24 Hrs./Doy 
North Carolina 

Health Core Assn. 
American 

Health Core Assn. 
Charlotte C. Fitch- Adm. 

Call 483-5027 
1769 Dunn Road 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 

Dial & Tyler 
Construction Company 

Henry Dial & 
Wilbert Tyler, Owners 

Home Improvements 
Modern Home Building 

local Owner . . . 
Low Overhead 

Phone 843-5538 
Raeford Road 

i - • Red Sprin9s NC · · •: J.,,,i .-,,.•.1- ,_ i It'\."", c(,,.f.·• ~,-1 .. _. ,t I 
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Fire Department Of The Year When Our'lrees 
Go Down In Flames, 

Our Dollars Go 
UplnSmoke. By Oren Coin 

Franklin Press 

FRANKLIN-Cullasaja 
Gorge Volunteer Fire De
partment was recognized as 
. the "Fire Department of the 
Year" in North Carolina on 
Thursday, December 3, by 
leaders of the North Carolina 
Grange. 

A capacity crowd of more 
than 100 packed the Cullasaja 
Community Building for a 
banquet in honor of Cullasaja 
firemen. Organized just five 
years ago, the Cullasaja VFD 
became the first fire depart
ment in Macon County to win 
the Grange's annual Fire 
Department of the Year 
award. 

things in addition to the fire 
service it provides." 

Cullasaja Gorge VFD be
came the 12th fire department 
to win Fire Department of the 
Year since the Grange began 
its awards program in 1976 . 
The award carries with it a 
$400 cash prize, which was 
presented to the department 
during the banquet. 

"This award is' in recogni
tion of what a few good men 
can do," remarked Caldwell. 
"These 32 men who make up 
the Callusaja fire department 
are to be commended, as are 
their families and other people 
in the community who sup
port them. It's really a 
community-wide effort, and 
there's a lot of support behind 
the men on the front line." 

Cullasaja firemen also 

heard congratulations from 
Rep. Jeff Enloe, 53rd District 
representative to the state 
General Assembly and a 
member of North Carolina 
Grange. Enloe, in a surprise 
announcement, said Cullas
aja Gorge VFD will receive 
federal financial assistance in 
the near future. 

Also present were repre
sentatives from each of 
Macon County's seven other 
volunteer fire departments. 

Cullasaja Gorge VFD be
gan as a committee of five 
community residents, with an 
initial income of $40, in the 
fall of 1982. The fire depart
ment was chartered on Feb. 
7, 1983, at which time the de
partment operated with 23 
firemen and only one truck. 

Southern forests are more 
than homes for our wildlife 
and playgrounds for our 
people. 

Today they play a bigger
than-ever role in our economy. 
The South already provides 
nearly one-third of the 
nation's wood. Within four 
decades, we'll be expected to 
furnish more than half. This, 
of course, represents thou
sands of jobs and millions of 
dollars to our people and 
communities. 

When our forests burn
by accident or arson-jobs 
and money are lost. And 
prices go up on the thousands 
of items made from wood 
and paper. 

Please help stop Southern 
forest fires. Be careful in the 
woods and report anything 
suspicious to your sheriff or 
local foresby agent. 

State Grange Master Robert 
Caldwell, of Greensboro, 
presented the award to Cul
lasaja Fire Chief Tom Hixon 
and the president of the Cul
lasaja Gorge Fire Association, 
Bill Stanfield. Caldwell 
commended firemen and 
other members of the fire as
sociation for their "dedicated 
service to the Cullasaja 
community." 

Heath Named ~~Fireman Of The Year'' 

Cullasaja Gorge VFD pre
vailed over a field of six final
ists in voting for department 
of the year honors, according 
to Calawell, who said all rural, 
volunteer fire departments in 
the state are eligible to win 
the award. The department 
was nominated for the award 
earlier this year by Gene 
Huscusson, of Franklin, 
Grange master in Macon 
County. 

Fire departments nomi
nated for the award were 
judged on the basis of fire re
sponse, facilities and equip
ment, training and overall 
community service. Nominees 
were judged by a committee 
of rural firemen from Guilford 
County, which serves as 
headquarters for the North 
Carolina Grange. 

"We felt that the Cullasaja 
fire department was espe
cially strong in the area of 
commun:ty service," Caldwell 
explained. "Not only is this 
an excellent fire department, 
it is an excellent community 
organization that does many 

SNOW HILL-Members of 
the American Legion Shirley 
Hill Post 94 named Gerald 
Heath of Walstonburg, a re
tired volunteer fireman for the 
Castoria Fire Department, as 
their first "Fireman of the 
Year" and presented him with 
a plaque. 

This is the first time a 
fireman has been selected by 
the American Legion, and 
they plan to do this each year. 

Mr. Heath was instrumen
tal in helping to organize the 
Castoria Fire Department in 
1967 where he has held all 
positions in the local de
partment and is presently 
treasurer of the Greene 
County Fire Department. He 
has seen the Castoria Fire 
Department grow from one 
fire truck and ambulance to a 
membership of thirty-five 
with a rescue truck, a fire 
truck, water wagon and a 
crash truck. 

Heath retired in May 1987 
with twenty years of volunteer 
fire service. "I'm proud to have. 
been a part of the Greene 
County Fire Association and 
to have seen the progress that 
has been made over the last 
twenty years," he said. 

He serves as Tax Supervisor 
for Greene County. A member 

Compliments of 

The Friendly Pub 

704-637-9811 

124 E. Crawford St., Salisbury, NC 

J. E. Kerr Timber Co. 

Route 2 Box 422 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

Phone 919-537-0544 

of Free Union Free Will Bap
tist Church, he is active in the 
male chorus, the Laymen's 
League and Sunday School. 
He is currently serving on the 
Board of Directors of Farm
ville Child Development 
Center. 

Heath is married to the 
former Sarah Jarman, and 
they have three children, Ro
bert Gerald Heath, Jr., an in-

Ill 

I■ 

surance agent with Greene 
County Farm Bureau, Terry 
Lynn Hayes, housewife, and 
Freddie Lee Heath, a senior 
at East Carolina University. 
The Heaths have three 
grandchildren, Parker and 
Lee Heath and Jason Hayes. 

He is the son of the late 
Gertrude Harrison Heath and 
Robert Lee Heath. 
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Firefighters 

Receive 

Instruction 
BOONE-Several Boone 

firefighters recently received 
instruction at two different 
training sessions at Alber
marle and at Emmitsburg, 
Md. 

Firefighters William 
Greene, Stacy Miller and 
Edwin Owens attended' 
classes in firefighter safety, 
preparation for command and 
arson detection at the Metrol
ina Fire Seminar at Alber
marle, Boone Fire Depart
ment Lt. Bill Hartley said. 

Hartley along with Assist
ant Chief Reggie Hassler, 
Captain/Inspector Ronnie 
Marsh and firefighters Tom 
Redmond, Ji~my Isaacs and 
Cindy Full~r attended the 
North Carolina/South Ca
rolina Weekend at the Na
tional Fire Academy at Em
mitsburg. 

At the training session, 
which was sponsored by the 
federal government, the local 
firefighters studied incident 
command, tactical operations, 
volunteer fire service man
agement and firefighter 
safety and survival, Hartley 
said. 

Homer Smith 
Seafood Company 

Call 721-2944 
Beaufort, NC 

Call 247-3676 
Salt. Path, NC 

Medlin 
Drug Store 
Phone 867-6356 

1514 York Road 
Gastonia, NC 






