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Fire Reports Standardized Statewide 
By Stephen Harris 

Hickory Record 
Staff Writer 

HICKORY-On his last 
official day as Hickory Fire 
Chief, Larson H. Moore had 
little time to reflect on his 34 
years as a firefighter. 

A year after joining the 
Hickory Fire Department in 
1953, Moore became the de
partment 's fire prevention 
specialist, a job he pioneered 
here and maintained until he 
became fire chief in 1978. 

Moore was one of three 
Hickory firefighters with al
most 97 years of service to 
the city of Hickory who re
ceived their fire helmets and 
plaques of appreciation at a 
reception at the Headquar
ters Fire Station, in Decem
ber. 

About 250 friends of 
Moore, Assistant Fire Chief 
Roy 0. Wilson and fire
fighter Roy A. Sigmon at
tended and congratulated 
the three. 

tive, was unhappy with a 
newlywed's life in her hus
band's hometown and con
vinced him to relocate. 

"She was very persistent," 
remembered Moore, who said 
his new wife even blamed her 
hard biscuits on Henderson. 

"Of course, I didn't believe 
her," Moore said, "but she 
was proved to be right." 

Moore worked for his 
wife's uncle as a delivery 
man and later for a local 
glass company, before get
ting a job with the fire de
partment. 

A year later, he was named 
the city's first fire prevention 
officer. As a one-man bureau, 
Moore initiated many fire 
prevention measures such as 
alarm systems for local 
schools. He said the concept 
was unique for cities of Hick
ory's size in the 1950s. 

"They had fire training," 
Moore said, "but fire preven
tion came later. I think it is 
most important." 

Moore was born March 7, 
1923 in Vance County to Lar
son M. and Nannie Hughes 
Moore. He was one of a set of 

twin brothers. His twin, Car
son, remained in Henderson. 
The Moore family also in
cluded another set of twins, 
Max and Maxine. 

Moore entered the Army 
during World War II and re
ceived training in the electri
cal and radar fields. He left 
the Army as a sergeant and 
put his training to work as 
an electrical contractor in 
Henderson before moving to 
Hickory. 

"There is no doubt about it, 
I'll miss the place," Moore 
said. "I certainly look for
ward to retirement." . 

The fire chief said he looks 
forward to golfing, fishing, 
spending time at his lake 
home and with his two 
grandchild'ren. "They ha
ven't been spoiled near 
enough yet," he said. 

Moore expressed apprecia
tion to his predecessor, the 
late Earl G. Moser, for his 
help and influence. 

"I think it is the most re
warding job," Moore said. 
"It's getting paid to help peo
ple. There are a iot of wonder
ful people in Hickory." 

Moore began as a Hickory 
finman on J uly 3. 1963. 
Wilson joined the force on 
July 1, 1955, and Sigmon be
gan his career on New Year's 
Day 1958. 

A Henderson native, 
Moore came to Hickory reluc
tantly and without a thought 
about being a firefighter. His 
wife, Kathryn, a Hickory na-

Richard Apple Honored 
GRAHAM-A volunteer 

for 17 years in the Haw River 
Fire Department was named 
this year's Firefighter of the 

Calabash Fire Department 
Receives _Higher Rating 

SHALLOTTE-Some 
Brunswick County residents 
living within the Calabash 
Fire District should notice 
lower fire insurance rates fol
lowing the recent reclassifi
cation of the district. 

The fire district reclassifi
cation, which was conducted 
by the state Insurance Serv
ice Organization and went 
into effect Jan. 1, 1988, re
sulted in an improvement 
from a class 8/9 rating to 
class 7 /9 rating. 

The new class 7 rating ap
plies to any property within 
1,000 feet of a fire hydrant, as 
long as it is within five miles 
of the fire station or within 
the fire district. 

Although the North Caro
lina Rate Bureau has been 
notified of the reclassifica
tion, the fire department rec
ommends property owners 
contact their individual in
surance companies to make 
sure they have been advised 
of the change. 

The class 9 fire rating ap-

plies to properties within the 
fire district or five miles of 
the fire station, but not 
within 1,000 feet of a fire hy
drant. This class 9 rating did 
not change. 

Board of Directors for ihe 
fire department for the com
ing year are Robert Crocker, 
president; Herbert Kirck, 
vice president; Gladys Rut
ter, secretary/treasurer; Jen
nings Edge; Jim Huckabee; 
Jimmy Pierce and Lee Miller 
(alternate). 

The 1988 fire department 
officers are Jerry Prince, 
chief; David Scott, assistant 
chief; Ronnie Gore, line cap
tain; Willie Stanley, line lieu
tenant; Paul Carney, 1st ser
geant; T.C. Scott, 2nd ser
geant; and Crocker, radio 
captain. 

Anyone over the age of 16 
interested in joining the fire 
department can contact 
Chief Prince at 579-6322, or 
attend a weekly meeting held 
every Tuesday at the fire 
house at 7 p.m. 

Year. 
Richard Lee Apple of 108 

Circle Drive in Haw River 
was so honored at the depart
ment's annual Christmas 
party. 

Apple, who is 52 years old, 
was invited by a friend to 
join the volunteers in June of 
1971. 

Apple says he has lived in 
Haw River all his life. He was 
a football standout at Haw 
River High School, where he 
played left guard. He was 
chosen to the All Mid-State 
Team in 1955. Apple said Art 
Claar was the coach his sen
ior year at Haw River. 

The fire volunteer is a part• 
ner in Burlington Roofing 
Company on Webb Avenue 
in Burlington. He also enjoys 
fishing as a hobby. 

The recipient of the fire
fighter award enjoys driving 
the fire truck, helping with 
the lights at night, and oper
ating the pumper. 

Apple says he hates to see 
a house burn and tries to 
save it ifhe can. Asked about 
the largest fire he had 
worked with, Apple said 
about 10 years ago, he helped 
fight the fire at Massey 
TraileJ: Park in which two 
people died in the early morn• 
ingfire. 

Other awards presented 

Continued on page 7 

Sanford Fire Department's New Addition 

Woman Wins Fireman 
T itle For First Time 

By Terri Jamieson 
West Craven Highlights 

Staff Writer 

VANCEBORO-When 
Essie Mae Whitford of Ernul 
was announced as the Out
s tc.ndi n g Fireman of the 
Year, it marked a historic 
moment in the history of the 
Craven County Firemen's 
Association. 

Mrs. Whitford is the first 
woman to be selected as a re
cipient of the Outstanding 
Fireman of the Year Award. 

The award is the second 
one given to the Whitford 
family. In 1981, Mrs. 
Whitford's husband, Gilbert, 
was named the outstanding 
Fireman for that year. Mrs. 
Whitford is also the first fire
man to win the award who is 
not a fire chief. 

Mrs. Whitford has been a 
volunteer firefighter with the 
Little Swift Creek Volunteer 
Fire Department since 1980. 
She is treasurer of the depart
ment, having started the 
post in 1980. She has served 
as president and vice presi
dent of the Craven County 
Firemen's Association. She 
is on the association's Board 
of Directors and is a trustee 
for the Firemen's Relief 
Fund. 

She is a vo~ing delegate to 
the association and is a mem
ber of the North Carolina 
Firemen's Association and 
the Eastern North Carolina 
Firemen's Association. 

When asked about the 
award Mrs. Whitford said, "I 
wasn't looking for it. I feel 
great ... I feel real honored 
to have been given it." Mrs. 
Whitford added that she de
voted 36 hours a year to fire
fighting training and she 
spends at least one day a 
week handling fire depart
ment business or attending 

department-related activi
ties. 

There are 15 fire depart
ments in Craven County, but 
only three have women fire
fighters. The three are Little 
Swift Creed, Dover and Hav
elock. There are about 10 
women firefighters in Cra
ven County. · 

Asked how it has been to be 
a woman firefighter in what 
in the past has traditionally 
been "a man's world" Mrs. 
Whitford said, "I'm one of 
the guys. We all get along 
very well. They accept me. 
Since the beginning I've just 
been one of them. I'm treated 
very nicely." 

She pointed out, however, 
the women firefighters per
form the same duties as male 
firefighters. 

Mrs. Whitford said her 
chief said he would like to s,e 
more women join the depart
ment. "The chief would like 
to have wbmen because they 
are home more and are avail
able during the daytime 
hours. Women have allowed 
Little Swift Creek speedier 
response time to fire calls," 
she said. 

Gilbert Whitford said 
women in the fire depart
ment are a big boost to mo
rale. 

The Whitfords make fire
fighting a family affair as 
not only do Gilbert and Essie 
Mae fight fires, but so do 
their daughter, son and son
in-law. 

"We love fighting fires. It's 
something we all do together. 
It's something we can all do 
to benefit the community. I 
love it," said Mrs. Whitford. 

Seat the Big One
Httart Attack 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Submitted By: tance-Fabrics of Nomex 

show almost no loss of 
strength after exposure in a 
500° F oven for 5 minutes. 
Nomex does not melt & drip, 
garments of Nomex will pro
vide protection against in
tense heat of long periods of 
time. 

Alan M. De Simone 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. 

Nomex III 

The fabric, "Nomex III", 
manufactured by the DuPont 
Company of Wilmington, 
Delaware, provides superior 
protection against fires. 
Below are some reasons why 
it protects the firefighter. 
Inherent Flame Resistance
The flame resistance of 
Nomex results from the mo
lecular structure of the Nomex 
fiber. There are no flame re
tardants additives that can 
wash or wear out. 

Chemical Resistance
Fabrics of Nomex resist 
chemical attack such as bat
tery acid & other chemicals. 
When turnout clothing of 
N omex is wet, it will dry by 
itself. It is rot & mildew 
resistant. 
Tough & Durable-Nomex 
fabrics exhibit exceptional 
strength and abrasion 
resistance. High Temperature Resis-

.. 
THE T ARHEEL FIREFIGHTER 

and Carollnci Rural Fireman 

"An Independent Voice 
for Tarheel Firefighters" 

Published Monthly 
Subscription Rates: 

$2.00-1 Year 
$3.00-2 Years 

EMILY H. KING, Editor 

Send All Edltorlal Material, 
Subscription Requests and Advertising Copy to: 

P.O.Box643 
New Bern, North Carolina 21560 

·-· ·Let Us Hear 
From You 

Please feel free to submit any story or pictures to us for 
publication in this paper. We may not receive information on 
your department that you feel would be of interest to others, 
so we ask that you send items of interest to us. 

We reserve the right to edit any material submitted to us. 
Please note that when submitting a newspaper clipping we 
need to know the name of the newspaper, the town it is 
located in and the date of the article. We also need to know 
who wrote it if it has a byline. If you submit original photo
graphs, please make a note on the back of each photo if you 
want them returned. 

Let us hear from you. We appreciate your support. 

Changing Address? 
PLEASE STAPLE OLD 
ADDRESS LABEL HERE 

New Address: 
Name ____________________ _ 

P.O. Box or 
Street Addres:;._ _______________ _ 

City, ________ State _____ Zip ____ _ 

Nomex is used as a fabric 
in the shells of turnout coats 
& pants, vapor barriers and 
lightweight quilted liners. 
Regular station uniforms of 
Nomex are also being used 
around the country. These 
uniforms require the same 
care as standard polyester/ 
cotton blends. This material 
is known as "Nomex Plus". 
The advantages of Nomex 
Plus over standard station 
uniform materials are: easy 
care; two to three year wear 
life; comfortable fit; does not 
melt/ drip; inherent flame 
resistance; low fabric shrin
kage; nontoxic when heated; 
meets NFPA 1975 standard 
for station/ work uniforms. 

Cairns & Brother, located 
in Clifton, New Jersey, has 
developed a new helme · 
called the "Commando Ser
ies", it is intended for rescue 
& paramedic personnel. It is 
an adaptation of the Metro 
Helmet, used by Firefighting 
personnel. The rear brim ex
tension is eliminated for ad
ditional mobility. 

The outer shell is light
weight & is a fiberglass com
posite shell. It will offer su
perior resistance to chemicals 
& solvents. Total weight is 29 
ounces. Standard colors for 
the Commandos are: black, 
red, yellow, & white. A spe
cially designed chin strap is 
available for heavy duty or 
the standard chin strap can 
be purchased. 

Other features include: cush
ioned edgebead (protects 
helmet edge against chipping, 
cracking); removable impact 
cap; six-way suspension sys
tem; adjustable sweat liner; 
universal sizing (adjustable to 
fit all sizes from 6¾ to 8). 

Cairns advertises that these 
helmets are ideal for fire 
marshals, arson investiga
tors, fire officers, & paramed
ics who need a high level of 
protection but not the broader 
brim of the Metro Fire Helmet. 

NFPA 

The NFP A is developing a 
new standard to encourage 
significant changes in breath
ing apparatus. Eight per
formance tests (described 
below) are included. Manu
facturers will have to verify 
through random sampling if 
the SCBA passes the tests. If 
it does, the SCBA can be la
beled as being compliant with 
the new standard. The 
standard is currently under
going public comments. After 
review, it will be presented at 
the 1987 NFPA annual meet
ing for approval by the mem
bership. 

The performance tests are: 
-Flame & Heat Resis
tance-will ensure all fabric 
materials are flame & heat 
resistant. 
-Thermal Shock-will de
termine if the SCBA will 
function properly when ex
posed to temperature ex-

tremes. 
-Corrosion-will determine 
the SCBA's effectiveness 
against corrosion. 
-Facepiece Communica
tion-determines that the 
facepiece does not signifi
cantly reduce a firefighter's 
normal voice communication. 
-Vibration & Impact
determines the effectiveness 
of the apparatus for com
promise due to day-to-day vi
bration & impact. 
-Air Flow Performance & 
Facepiece Lens Abrasion are 
two other tests. 

Pierce Mf ,c. 
Pierce Manufacturing Inc. 

provides a wide variety of 
apparatus for the fire service . . 
Some of their models with 
specific features are listed 
below: 

Tele-Squirt-Basic pumper on 
custom or commercial chassis 
with a 50' or 75' elevated 
masterstream. The unit can 
deliver 1000 GPM at the noz
zle. Combines pumper with an 
aerial ladder. Can be used for 
rescues also. 

Pierce Aerial Ladders-Three 
lengths available - 55', 75', 
105'. Four hundred pound tip 
load at full extension is pos
sible and 1000 GPM can be 
flowed at any elevation. 

Pierce Aerial Platform
Available in 95' or 110' mod
els. Load capacity of 800 lbs. 
on the ll0'modelor l,0O0lbs. 
on the 95' model fully ex
tended. Ladder is three sec
tions, high strength steel. Can 
be purchased with pumps on 
board. 

Initial Attack Pumper-A 
mini-pumper with a light: 
weight aluminum body, in
stalled on either a 4x2 or 4x4 
chassis. Available with 250 
or 400 GPM PTO driven 
pump. Can be used a.s a roll & 
pump unit. Foam or dry 
chemical systems available. 

Minuteman-A larger attack 
pumper than the Initial At
tack Pumper. Can be fitted 
with 500 gallon water tank & 
pumps up to 1250 GPM. All 
aluminum body, either a 4x2 
or 4x4 chassis available. 

Suburban 1000-Features tilt 
cab chassis, reducing overall 
length & turning radius. 
Available with 1000 GPM 
pumps. Different models 
available. 

Lance-Newest model offered 
by Pierce, tilt cab available. 
Six firefighters can be seated 
in standard model. Optional 
enclosed cab will seat ten 
people with four doors. A 
raised roof version can be used 
as a mobile command post. 
Top mount control panel is 
available. 

Other models available by 
Pierce are the Dash Series 
Pumper. Crash Rescue Vehi-
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cles and Utility Rescue Vehi
cles. 

New Pig 

"Haz-Mat Pig", manufac
tured by New Pig Corporation 
in Pennsylvania, is a ha
zardous material absorbent 
material. It can be the first 
line of defense in a hazardous 
spill. When a spill occurs, the 
first task is to contain it & 
keep it from spreading. After 
containment, it should be ab
sorbed & disposed of. The 
"Haz-Mat Pig" allows you to 
do this. 

It will eliminate the guess 
work of what material should 
be used. The "Haz-Mat Pig" 
absorbs acids, caustics & 
flammable solvents. It in
volves less ~ork than using 
clay or other absorbents. You 
just surround the spill with a 
"Pig" and it stops the spills 
right away. Brooms, mops or 
shovels are not required. Ex
posure to the worker or emer
gency crew is reduced. 

The "Haz-Mat Pig" will 
mold to any shape and works 
indoors or out. It works fast, 
becomes fully saturated in less 
than 5 minutes and will soak 
up over ¾ gallon with each 
one. The "Haz-Mat Pig" can 
be disposed of in a variety of 
ways including neutralization 
& incineration. The "Haz-Mat 
Pig" is extremely effective & 
fast. It will absorb, block, 
contain and divert the chem
icals involved. 

The New Pig Corporation 
also manufactures other 
"Pig" products for absorbing 
a variety of materials. Each 
"Pig" is designed for the same 
principle, stop spills. The ab
sorbent material is contained 
in a "sock", varying in length, 
diameter & weight. The 
"Pigs" are designed to work 
alone. Other absorbent 
materials such as clay will 
inhibit the effectiveness of the 
"Pigs". It has to be in direct 
contact with the leaking fluid. 

The "Pigs" are designed 
with a specific amount of 
material to allow for maxi
mum S(lbsorbency, maximum 
wicking action & molding 
ability. More than one "Pig" 
can be used together because 
each can be molded to the 
other's shape. Fluids will 
easily pass through a "dam" 
of clay because it has practically 
no wicking action. "Pigs" 
draw fluids from bottom to 
top. 

"Pigs" are currently being 
used by a wide variety of 
manufacturers-food, textile 
& apparel, wood, paper, pet
roleum, minerals, chemicals, 
rubber, plastics, metals, 
electric & gas utilities, ma
chinery & transportation. 
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Family Has A Long History In Firefighting 
By Paul Collins 
Winston-Salem 

Journal Surry County 
Bureau 

MOUNT AIRY -In 1962 
an accident left Ben Bran
nock disabled and prevented 
him from taking a paid fire
fighter's job with the Mount 
Airy department about a 
week before he was to start. 

But it didn't lessen his 
spirit-or his dedication to 
firefighting. 

His left thumb was burned 
off in the accident, and his 
right hand and part of his 
right forearm had to ampu
tated because of bums and 
subsequent blood poisoning. 

After he recuperated, how
ever, he continued to bea vol
unteer firefighter, and he 
still is today. 

To hear Brannock, 52, of 
Mount Airy tell it, he didn't 
have much choice, because 
he came from a family of 
dedicated firefighters. "It's 
kind of born in you," he said. 

Brannock's father and 
grandfather were firefight
ers in Mount Airy, and his 
son, Benny, 27, is now a paid 
firefighter in the depart
ment. Brannock said he 
hopes that his . 2½-year-old 
grandson, Samuel, will be
come a firefighter one day, 
too. 

Brannock was a lineman 
for the Pike Electric Co. of 
Mount Airy when he was in
jured. He was 25 feet off the 
ground working on a utility 
pole when he started falling 
and grabbed a 7,200-volt 
power line. 

Today Brannock, who is a 
safety inspector for Pike 
Electric, has a hook on his 
right hand and has limited 
use of his left hand. But 
Brannock said that he .::an do 
almost everything any other 
volunteer firefighter can do. 

Brannock has been a vol
unteer firefighter in the 

New light 
Baptist Ch~rch 
Rev. Cordes H. Brown 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45 am 

Children's Church for Ages 3- 12 

Visitors Are Always Welcome 

Phone 273-5579 

1105 Willow Rood 
Greensboro, NC 

SNACK BAR 
N0.1 
INC. 

"Famous For Our 
Delicious Chicken Ba.rrel 

Or Ba.sket" 

1 - Location 
1346 W. lst Ave. SW 

Hickory, NC 

Mount Airy department for 
31 years. 

" I don't care how old you 
are, when you hear the alarm 
go off or the pagers go off, 
your blood starts runnin g 
faster than normal," he said. 
"You want to go." 

He was 21 when he joined 
the department. He was in
jured in the accident five 
years later. 

Brannock's grandfather, 
Bud Brannock, was in the de
partment for about 50 years, 
including 10 to 15 years as 
assistant chief. 

back to about 1910 when he 
was 7 years old. That's when 
he first remembers his father 
talking about his firefight
ing experiences. 

Three h undred feet of fire 
hose was wound around a 
reel on 5-foot high wheels, 
and it took four to six fire
fighters to pull the reel to a 
fire , Bran nock said. They 
would hook the hose to a fire 
hydrant when they got there. 

One teacher and a student 
died in th e fire at the school, 
and several students were in
jured, he said. 

Another bad fire was in the 
1940s, when the Planters To
bacco Warehouse on Oak 
Street in Mount Airy was de
s t royed , Brannock said. 
About 15 mules inside the 
warehouse burned to death. 

A five-story brick building 
that adjoined the warehouse 
also was destroyed. 

In the late 1920s, a build
ing on Main Street that 
housed Brannock & Midkiff 
hardware store and Belton's 

grocery_ store was destroyed 
by a fire that caused dyna
mite to explode in the hard
ware store. 

"It blew tricycles, knives 
and watch es across the 
street," Brannock said. 

Brannock's son Ben can re
call going to some fires when 
he was as young as 2 or 3 
years old. 

"When I got old enough to 
behave myself, Daddy would 
always wake me up" when he 
was going to a fire at night. 
"But you had to be ready to 
go when he was. Daddy 
wouldn't wait." Brannock's father, J. Ed 

Brannock, 84, of Mount Airy 
was in the department for 48 
years and was the fire chief 
from 1951 to 1969. 

In all, four generations of 
Brannocks have been in the 
Mount Airy Fire Depart
ment. There has been at least 
one Brannock in the depart
ment at all times since it was 
formed in 1904. 

In about 1913, Mount Airy 
bought a horse, Rubin, for 
about $325 to pull a fire 
wagon. When Rubin wasn't 
pulling the fire wagon, Bud 
Brannock would hitch him to 
a garbage wagon and pick up 
boxes of trash from busi
nesses on Main Street, one of 
his other duties as a paid fire
fighter. The town got its first 
firetruck in about 1917.J. Ed 
Brannock said. 

Firemen Of The Year 

Bud Brannock and two of 
his brothers were members of 
the department when it was 
formed. 

J. Ed Brannock said that 
his father was Mount Airy's 
first paid firefighter-and 
the only paid firefighter from 
1913 to the late 1920s. 

Bud Brannock stayed at 
the fire station on City Hall 
Street 365 days a year during 
those years. The only time he 
went home was for meals 
each day. His family lived on 
Junction Street, which was 
about a 7-minute walk from 
the fire station. 

J. Ed Brannock's recollec
tions of firefighting date 

Church Of Immaculate 
Conception 

Father Gabriel Meehan - Pastor 

24S-4017 
940 West Main St. 

Forest City, NC 

When J. Ed Brannock was 
11 or 12 years old (about 1914 
or 1915), he started spending 
some nights at the fire sta-' 
tion with his father. He 
would go to fires with his fa
ther and help out. 

He became a volunteer fire
fighter when he was about 18 
and became a paid fire
fighter when he was 31 or 32. 
Several years later he be
came the assistant chief, a 
position he held for 10 to 12 
years before becoming chief. 

Before the Flat Rock 
School burned in 1954, there 
were no rural fire depart
ments in Surry County, so 
the Mount Airy department 
had to respond to fires in ru
ral areas throughout the 
county, Brannock said. 

HALL OIL CO. 
Batteries - Tires 

Heating Oils 
Wholesale Auto Parts 

Dial S39-4141 
RICH SQUARE, NC 

NEWLAND-The New
land Volunteer Fire Depart
ment held their annual 
Christmas Dinner, Saturday 
December 5, 1987 at the 
Shadylawn Restaurant. 
Forty-three firemen, wives 
and friends enjoyed the eve
ning together. 

Julain F. "Jay" Greene, Jr. 
was selected Firemen of the 
Year by his fellow firemen. 
Jay has been a member of the 
Newland Fire Department 
since 1975. His support of the 
department has earned him 
the respect of his follow mem
bers. Jay is the one that is al
ways there when you need 
him. 

Service awards were pre
sented to the following: 
Robert E. Taylor, 5 years; 
Jake Owens, 10 years; Jerry 
Calhoun, 15 years and A.E. 
Sluder, Jr., 25 years. 

Compliments 
SMITH MOTORS 

. Telephone 24S-4946 

104 Martin Street 
Forest City, NC 

GOLDSBORO-Richard 
Daniels was presented a 
plaque by Fremont Fire 
Chief Frank Sasser honoring 
him as Fireman of the Year. 
A fireman for less than two 
years, Daniels was selected 
for the honor by fell ow fire
men. Chaplain of the Fre
mont Fire Department, he 
also received an award at the 
department's Christmas 
party at the fire station for 
having the most hours of 
training, more than 100, for 
1987. 

MOCKSVILLE-Doug 
Potts, chief of Comatzer-Du
lin Volunteer Fire Depart
ment, presented plaques to 
the department's fireman of 
the year, David Smith. Smith 
has been a fireman with the 

Continued on page 6 

Stokes Supply Co. 
General Merchandisel 

Phone 747-S27"6 
Moury, NC 

EEI Fire liucks have earned a nationwide reputation for strength, 
dependability, and craftsmanship-combined with affordability: In 
fact, our trucks are over-engineered, with one of the strongest frames 
and bodies in the industry. This is the only way we will build a truck, 
because we are proud of our 
commitment to quality: 

.Let us bid your next 
unit. In view of our excep
tional product~ you will be 
impressed wjth how com-
petitive our price can be. _ 

eel• Emergency Equipment Inc. . 
518 Pershing Rd. Raleigh NC 27608 PO Box 40069 Raleigh, NC 2 7629 Telephone (919) 828-7928 

-
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Retired Tramway Fire Chief Takes Look Back 
By Helene Hinson 

The Sanford Herald 
Staff Writer 

SANFORD-Pressley 
Foushee, who retired August 
1987 from the Tramway Ru
ral Fire Department as fire 
chief after 30 years of volun
teer service, has seen a lot of 
fires and changes. 

The 66-year-old Foushee 
started out as a fireman in 
1953 and later worked as an 
assistant fire chief from 1954 
to 1056, after which he be
came the department's fire 
chief. He remembers the 
times when a Tramway Fire 
Station did not exist, and the 
area's only means of fighting 
fires was one fire truck, 
which was parked at a gaso
line station on USL 

The fire department, 
whir,h was organized in 1953, 
received daytime fire calls 
from an outside phone con
nected. to a Tramway hard
. ware store, he said. During 
the evening hours, people 
who had a fire to report noti
fied the barber, who in turn 
contacted the firemen. 

TRAMWAY'S FIRST 
fire station was built in the 
late 1950s at the intersection 
of US 1 and NC 87, but it was 

Rouse Brothers 
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REPAIR 
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S. T. WOOTEN 
CONSTRUCTION 
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Black Creek Road 

Wilson, NC 
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Henderson-Sims • 
Smithfield & 

Roan~ke Rapids, NC 

moved to McDaniels Drive in 
1980. 

"We started out with one 
truck," Foushee said, adding 
that the department later 
added a water w~gon 
(tanker) and another pump
ing truck. 

When the station was 
moved to its second location, 
he said, two pumpers, two 
tankers and a brush truck 
were purchased. 

"We still have the original 
truck, but it's not in use," 
Foushee said. 

Firemen uniforms have 
changed since 1953, Foushee 
said, including the helmets 
firemen used in the 1950s. 

"THE OLD-STYLED 
helmets were made of plastic 
with a strap and ear liners to 
cover the ears for protec
tion," he said. "Now, the hel
mets resemble hard hats 
with a shield for the face. 
They kind ofresemble motor
cycle helmets. The uniforms 
have changed from a canvas
rubber type material to 
Nomex material, which is a 
fire-retardant material." 

Changes are not the only 
things Foushee remembers. 
Fires can cause frightening 
and uncontrollable situ
ations. 

"The largest fire I remem
ber was a woods fire that 
happened sometime in the 
early 60s near the intersec
tion of Highway 42 and 
Plank Road," Foushee said. 
"It took about six hours to 
put it out. 

"I BELIEVE it started 

Compliments of 
A'Gee's All-Purpose 
Bar-B-Q & Cocktail 

Sauce 
150 River Road 

Washington, North Carolina 

Ethridge Superette 
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977-0864 

Main St./Battleboro, NC 

Sea Shore 
Mobile Home Supply 

Phone 842-4401 
Hrs. Mon-Sat 8:00-5:30 

"We Supply All Materials 
For Mobile Home Repair" 

Sea Shore & Kirby Rd. 
Holden Beach, NC 

Oscar's 
Restaurant 

Phone 537-2048 

123 West 10th St. 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

with someone burning trash. 
No firemen were injured dur
ing this fire, thank goodness. 
But, if I remember correctly, 
we lost a chicken house and a 
tobacco barn." 

A dangerous part of fight
ing woods fires is something 
called "top out," Foushee 
said. 

"Below the trees there may 
be no fire or very little fire," 
Foushee said. "That scares 
you. You could be down in 
the woods and not know a 
fire was burning over your 
head. Once it burns up there, 
it is going to come down." 

FOUSHEE SAID that 
putting this type of fire out 
involves a lot of hard work, 
including the use of rakes, 
shovels and pack pumps, 
which are metal water tanks 
firemen carry on their backs. 

Another part of a fire
man's work involves the lo
cating and removing of peo
ple who have been killed due 
to fires . 

"This is something you 
don't forget," Foushee said, 
adding that he has assisted 
in fires on different occa
sions where five people, ages 
two to 60, were removed from 
fires. Some died from actual 
burns, while others died from 
breathing too much smoke 
and not enough oxygen. 
"You never forget," Foushee 
said. "It has a sweet, sicken
ing smell. They resembled a 
piece of charred meat. You 
never want to look at them." 

From 1954 to 1978, the 
Tramway Rural Fire Depart-

Riverwind 
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Elizabeth City, NC 
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ment answered an average of 
100 fire calls a year, Foushee 
said. 

For the record, Foushee of 
Pressley Foushee Road, San
ford, is a 1947 graduate of 
Greenwood High School in 
Lemon Springs. He served 
three years and four months 
in the U.S. Navy (1942 to 
1946). During his 30 years of 
volunteer service with the 
Tramway Rural Fire Depart
ment he studied courses in 
Lee County on fire protection 
and fire fighting, some of 
which were taught by repre
sentatives of the Department 
of Insurance Commission of 
North Carolina. 

FOUSHEE IS married 
to Frances Layne Foushee, 
who is employed at Federal 
Molding on Lee Avenue Ex
tension. He and his wife have 
two children, Diane Foushee 
Davis, 40, and Dennis Moore 
Foushee, 38. 

Foushee has several 
awards, including a plaque 
from the fire department for 
his efforts as assistant chief 
and chief during his 30 years 
of service. He also earned a 
certificate of recognition 
from the Lee County Board 
of Commissioners for his 
dedication to community 
service. 

Among his other awards 
are "The Order of the Long 
Leaf Pine" certificate 
awards, which was pre
sented to him by Gov. James 
G. Martin earlier this year, 
and the Billy Ray Faircloth 
Award (Fir~man of the Year 

Compliments of 
Blue Sky 

Promotions 
548-2735 

220 S. Madison 
Madison, NC 

Evangelical 
Methodist Church 

919-264-2254 

Rt. 2, Elizabeth City, NC 
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Covenant Church 
Of Raleigh 
Phone 846-8742 

12621 Strickland Rd. 
Raleigh, N.C. 

Temporary Chapel 
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Award), which was pre
sented to him in March 1983 
by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars organization. 

Aside from his career in 
the fire department, Foushee 
worked as a mechanic. This 
included working as a serv
ice manager for Holt Truck 
and Tractor on South Horner 
Boulevard. 

Veteran 
Bill Athey 
Remembered 

By Lisa Pullen 
Charlotte Observer 

Staff Writer 

CHARLOTTE-One 
mark of a good fire captain is 
how well he brings along 
young firefighters, new to 
the department. 

Billy Athey was firm with 
young firefighters, but pa
tient. He taught them to be 
aggressive, but safety-con
sc10us. 

And when it came time for 
the stringent promotion ex
aminations, Athey's men 
were often among those who 
passed, recalls Charlotte 
Fire Department Chief Rich
ard Blackwelder. 

"He was very close to the 
folks who worked there," he 
said. "I just think he enjoyed 
working with people and he 
enjoyed the people he worked 
with." 

The 
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Fire Protection Engineering E_ducation-'88 
Fire Detection 
Course 

"Engineering of Fire De
tection and Alarm Systems" 
is a two and one-half day 
short courseoffering an in
depth, systematic examina
t.ion of the many facets of 
proper system design. It is 
scheduled for April 12, 13 
and 14, 1988 in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Sponsor is the 
Society of Fire Protection En
gineers (SFPE). 

Topics to be covered are: 
Fire Growth and Sprinkler 
Technology (fire dynamics 
related to water droplet size); 
Automatic Sprinkler and 
Water Supply System Fea
tures; Constraints Placed 
upon the System Compo
nents; Design Principles; De
sign Documentation; Test
ing and Maintenance; and 
What the Future Holds. 

Halon and CO2 -
Extinguishing System 
Design Course 

"Engineering of Special 
Hazard Extinguishing Sys
tems" is the title of a two and 
one-half day short course to 
be offered in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, April 20, 21 
and 22 by the Society of Fire 
Protection Engineers 
(SFPE). Focus will be on the 
state-of-the-art in halon and 

CO2 system design. 
The course outline in

cludes: Fire Suppression 
Agent Evaluation; Room En
closures; Hydraulic Calcula
tions; Carbon Dioxide Sys
tem Design; Halon Agent 
System Design; Integration 
with Fire Alarm System and 
Other Building Service 
Equipment; Plans and Speci
fications; and Acceptance 
Tests. 

CEU will be awarded to 
successful participants. Reg
istration fees range from 
$300 to $425 depending upon 
course content. A ten percent 
discount is offered when 
there are multiple registra
tions from the same organi
zation. Further information: 
Registrar, Fire Protection 
Engineering Education, 
SFPE, 60 Batterymarch St., 
Boston, MA 02110 (617-482-
0686). 
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Garbagemen Avert Fire 
ByTimWebb 

Kernersville News 

KERNERSVILLE-Af
ter a town garbage truck 
nearly caught fire, Kern
ersville Fire Chief Jim Bar· 
row said residents should ex
ercise caution when dispos
ing of wood stove ashes. 

Barrow said ashes should 
be placed in a metal con
tainer and taken outside 
away from buildings. They 
should be wither spread in an 
open plowed field, spread 
over a driveway or buried in 
a hole. 

The object is to thin out the 
ashes, he said, because the 
ashes insulate bits of hot 
charcoal that can flame up 
even after a week. 

"Wood ash is extremely 
good insulating material. It 
beds down the coal," Barrow 
said. 

Once the coal burns its 

way out or is exposed to 
either air or a combustible 
substance, fire could result. 

"We have cases on record, 
where people have had fires 
five to seven days after they 
put the ashes on their back 
porch in a plastic bucket or 
paper bag," Barrow said. 

He said pouring water on 
the ashes does not prevent 
the possibility of fire , be
cause water does not always 
penetrate the ashes to the 
coal. 

Dave Hamlin of the sanita
tion department said resi
dents could put ashes in a 
metal container separate 
from their other garbage, 
and workers would pick them 
up. 

He said workers in a gar
bage truck saw smoke com
ing from the refuse container 
of another truck in front of 
them, recently. 

The trucks were dumping 
loads at the town landfill. 

Specific subjects to be cov
ered include: Fire Develop
ment, Signature Production, 
Detectors; Design of Fire De
tection-Passive and Active; 
Codes and Standards-UL, 
FM, NFP A, ISO and Model 
Building Codes; Types of 
Systems and Supervision; 
Voice Communications Sys
tems; Engineering-Specifi
cations and Drawings, Test
ing and Inspection; and Cost 
Analysis. 

Fire Sprinkler 
Design Course 

National Volunteer Fire Council News The fire was put out at the 
landfill, but Barrow saiq. the 
fire could have destroyed the 
truck, which has an esti
mated replacement value of 
$50,000. 

"Eogineeri°ng of Fire 
Sprinkler and Water Supply 
Systems," a two day short 
course, is offered by the Soci
ety of Fire Protection Engi
neers (SFPE) at three con
venient locations and dates 
during 1988. The course will 
expand upon the basic skills 
of students and provide an 
update on cutting edge tech
nology. Locations are: North
ern New Jersey, March 29 
and 30; Chicago, June 28 and 
29; and San Francisco, Sept. 
27and28. 

Tomorrows Memories 
By Rita 
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29 Mill St./lnman, SC 29399 
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WASHINGTON-The 
National Volunteer Fire 
Council (NVFC) sent tele
grams recently to four Con
gressmen urging their con
tinued support for the joint 
public/private-sector study 
authorized under the Ciga
rette Safety Act of 1984. Tele
grams went to U.S. Senators 
John Heinz (R-PA), Alan 
Cranston (D-CA) and John 
Glenn (D-OH) and U.S. Rep
resentative Joseph Moakley 
(D-MA), all of whom have 
been strong supporters of the 
study. 

St. Michaels 
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790 East Maynard Rd. 
Cary, North Carolina 
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Christ The King 
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High Point, NC 

The telegrams expressed 
NVFC's desire that the coop
er a ti on achieved by the 
study group in dealing with 
the issue of fire safety related 
to cigarettes continue to be 
fostered. The Council said 
that "all those who partici
pated in the study" should 
play a part in drafting neces
sary legislation and initiat
ing other programs to ad
dress study results. 

"The report is worth very 
little in and of itself," accord
ing to E. James Monihan, 
NVFC chairman. "What's 
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important is that the results 
are used to get effective legis
lation and other programs to 
prevent fires involving ciga
rettes and save more lives. 

"Hopefully, our telegrams 
have influenced these Con
gressmen to withhold their 
support from any individual, 
fragmented efforts," Mo
nihan said. "We feel strongly 
that continued public/pri
vate-sector cooperation will 
be crucial to the success offu. 
ture legislation and other ef
forts. 
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Fire-men Of The Year All In The Family For Moody 
Continued from page 3 

department for more than 
nine years. The plaque was 
presented Saturday, Dec." 5, 
at the department's Christ
mas party. He was chosen by 
fellow firemen. 

SILER CITY-Johnny 
Rogers was named Siler City 
Fireman of the Year when 
the department had its an
nual Christmas dinner. Ro
gers was elected by secret 
ballot. 

LEXINGTON-Maurice 
Hodges 3rd was named Fire
man of the Year for the West 
Lexington Volunteer Fire De
partment. 

Hodges was given the 
award by Chief Ken Beal 
during the department's an
nual Christmas banquet, 
held at the station's head
quarters on West Center 
Street Extension. 

He is an employee of Desco 
Incorporated, on Talbert 
Boulevard, and a member of 
the Davidson County Rescue 
Squad. Hodges graduated 
from West Davidson High 
School in 1986. 
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- J // ' , ,. 1-- -; ' 
/ _, .. 
~ --- . c . G ;.. . 

" r \ -

Sponsored By 

Ligon Electric 
Supply, Inc. 

Winston-Salem, NC 

First Free Will 
Baptist Church 

Rev. Stanley E. Buck, Jr. 
Pastor 

Sunday Service 9:45 am 
11 om and 7:30 pm 

Jr. Church 11 am for Ages 4-12 

Office: Call 823-4611 
112 Hope Lodge 

Parsonage: 823-3964 
Tarboro, North Carolina 

-Compliments 
of 

Ithaca Industries, Inc. 

Phone 948-3441 

P. 0. ~ox 37 
Robbins, NC 27325 

Atlantic Beach, NC 

The Fireman of the Year 
award, chosen through se
cret ballot voting of all the 
West Lexington volunteer 
firemen, was based on merits 
of attendance, faithfulness, 
attitude, cooperation and 
willingness to perform as a 
firefighter. 

About 75 firemen and 
guests attended. 

WARSAW-Robert Wall 
was named as the Calypso 
Fireman of the Year. Wall 
has served the department 
for over five years and has at
t ended many training 
classes in firefighting. An 
employee of the Mount Olive 
Pickle Compan~ Wall says 
he loves being involved with 
the department and the feel
ing he gets from helping peo
ple. Each fireman on the de
partment chooses by secret 
ballot whom he feels would 
be the outstanding fireman. 
Wall was selected unani
mously by his fellow fire
fighters: "Wall is just a darn 
good fireman, who gives his 
all to our department," as
serted Jimmy Pate, chief of 
the Calypso Department. 

MADISON-In a Christ
m as award dinner, 
Huntsville Fire Chief Donald 
Webster presented Phillip 
Griffin the Fireman of the 
Year Award for 1987. 

Griffin was chosen for the 
honor by vote of the firemen 
in his department. 

Eddie's Grocery 
Phone 644-3341 

1045 North Main St. 
Mooresville, NC 

REX 
HOSPITAL 

Raleigh, N.C. 
Offers 

Nationally Accredited 
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Medical Technology 
Radiology 

Laboratory Technology 

. 

By Mark Plemmons 
Concord Tribune 

Staff Writer 

CONCORD-Working 
for the city runs in the Moody 
family, according to Concord 
assistant fire ·chief Don 
Moody, retired after Christ
mas. 

"My whole family has 
been pretty much involved in 
municipal works my whole 
life. The city has been good to 
work for," said Moody, who 
joined the Concord Fire De
partment in 1954. 

The Concord native's fa. 
ther was the caretaker at 
Lake Fisher before retiring 
and his son, Jeff, was a city 
-engineer for a while. His 
other son, Roger, is a civil en-
gineer in Charlotte. 

Since joining the depart
ment, Moody has seen tre
mendous growth within the 
department, growing from 
one station with 17 people, 
two engines, a ladder truck 
and a reserve engine to three 
stations with 65 people, five 
engines, two reserve engines 
and an aerial ladder. 

Since 1969, one of Moody's 
primary objectives has been 
fire prevention. In that year 
he was promoted to director 
of the fire prevention bureau 
after being an engineer or 
driver since 1964. He was 
promoted to captain in 1971 
and worked fulltime in pre
vention. He has been assis-

TRI-FLEX HOSE & FITTINGS 
REPRESENTING GATES RUBBER CO. 

Phone 723-1054 

1305 Ivy Avenue 
Winsto·n-Solem, NC 

Automatic Sprinklers 
Sales-Insulation-Service 
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P.O. Box 28022, Raleigh, NC 

W/X®FILTERS 
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Gastonia, North Carolina 
Canada 

ROANOKE VALLEY 
INTERNAL MEDICINE & RHEUMATOLOGY 

William E. Byrd-MD 

Telephone 535-1082 

1724 E. 10th St., Roanoke Rapids, NC 

tant chief since 1975. 
A big step was taken to cre

ate more awareness about 
fire prevention in 1974. 

"A couple of children were 
lost in a fire in 1973. Almost 
as a direct result we started 
our program with fourth 
graders in the schools," re
called Moody. 

Each year fire prevention 
officers spent about eight 
hours with each fourth grade 
class, teaching fire preven
tion and home safety. 

"It's been a tremendous 
help to us in preventing fires 
and promoting home safety. 
There's no telling how many 
fires have 'been prevented 
through this," said Moody. 

During his 33 years of serv
ice, Moody has seen many 
fires, but the biggest was at 
Kerr Bleachery on Jan. 31, 
1979. Since then the largest 
fire was probably at 
Lakewood Apartments Dec. 
4, 1986, Moody pointed out. 

Moody said he hopes to 
travel with is wife Dorothy 
after retiring and "chase the 
little white ball" on the golf 
course. Spending time with 
his two grandchildren also 
will take priority. 

"I've enjoyed a good rela
tionship with the City and 
the men in the department. I 
will miss them," Moody said. 

Moody is a member of Ann 
Street United Methodist 
Church, where he is cur
rently serving as the treas-

Hayworth-Miller 
Funeral Service 

3315 Silas Creek Parkway 
765-8181 • Winston-Salem, NC 

305 Bethania-Rural Hall R-d 
969-5593 • Rural Hall, NC 

Electric Supply 
& 

Equipment Company 

Greensboro, NC 

Research Triangle Park 
And 

Rocky Mount, NC 

urer. He is also a past presi
dent of the Cabarrus County 
Firemen's Association and 
past chairman of the Cabar
rus County Benevolent 
Fund. He is a member of sev
eral firemen's associations. 

Elections Held 
HENDERSONVILLE

The Mountain Home Fire 
and Rescue Department held 
elections for 1988 officers in 
Dec. 

Elected were the following: 
Tommie W. McCraw as chief; 
David' Capps as assistant 
chief; Dean Orr as first cap
tain; Moe McFalls as second 
captain; Anthony Bailey as 
third captain; Rodney Smith 
as first lieutenant; Jimmy 
Gasperson as second lieuten
ant; and Tony Corn Jr. as 
third lieutenant. 

Other officers elected in
clude training officers, 
Randy Plemmons and Brian 
Barnwell; treasurer, Johnny 
Sams; secretary, David 
Johnson; supply sergeants, 
Lee Davidson and David 
Gordon; chaplains, Anthony 
Bailey and Johnny Sams; 
maintenance officers, David 
Gordon and Dean Orr; ser
geant of arms, Claire Cl ugh; 
traffic officers, Jerry Can
non, Jana Painter, Jerry 
Corn, Grey Rhodes and Nor
man Pruitt; and EMT coordi
nator, Claire Clugh. 

CHILTON'S 
GROCERY 
Call 342-1740 

Route 1 , Box 135 
Reidsville, NC 

Glasrock 
Home Health Care 

Trained Therapists on Staff 
Available 24 Hrs, a Day 
Products for Rent or Sale 
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Other States 1-800-334-4318 

840 Semart Drive 
P.O. Box 11306 

Raleigh, NC 27604 

St. Anthony's Catholic Church 
Masses: Saturday 6 pm and Sunday 9 & 11: 15 om 

Rectory at 120 East Vermont Avenue 
Dial 692-6613 • Southern Pines, NC 
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Study Group To Be Named On Fire Plans 
By D.M. Shore 
Jacksonville 

Daily News Staff 

JACKSONVILLE-The 
City Council has assigned a 
22-member committee the 
task of studying the future of 
fire protection needs in 
Jacksonville. 

Council members unani
mously passed a resolution 
calling for a Fire Protection 
Master Plan Advisory Com
mittee. Committee members 
will be chosen by the council 
and area agencies. 

The council altered the 
original membership pro
posal submitted by City 
Manager Jerry A. Bittner. It 
called for the council, which 
would have two members on 
the board, to appoint three 
members from the commu
nity at large. 

However, a proposal to 

have members representing 
insurance and real estate 
companies and the county 
Emergency Management 
Commission fell through. 
The three seats those repre-

• sentatives would have taken 
under the first proposal will 
go to council-appointed com
munity members. 

Other seats will be filled by 
the city manager and repre
sentatives of the city Inspec
tions. Division, the Planning 
Department, the Police De
partment and the Public 
Utilities Department; the 
Chamber of Commerce; 
Camp Lejeune Marine Corps 
Base; the Jacksonville Vol
unteer Fire Department; On
slow County and Coastal 
Carolina Community Col
lege. 

Bittner proposed the com
mittee during recent discus
sions about whether the city 

Richard Apple Honored 
Continued from page 1 

were as follows: 
Bruce Dawson was hon

ored for 15 years of service 
and Jeff Fogleman was hon
ored for 5 years of service. 

Ricky Honeycutt was pre
sented the Rookie of the Year 
Award. He joined the Fire 
Department in 1985. He is a 
lieutenant with the depart
ment. He and his wife, 
Penny, have one daughter 
and live on Boundary Street. 

Robbie Everhart was pre-

GUNTER MACHINE CO. 

Phone 765-4062 
Oak Avenue 

Spruce Pine, NC 

lighthouse, Inc. 

Specialists in 
Residential Lighting 

-2 Locations-

515 W .. Green Dr./885-5422 
High Point, NC 

800 Claton Rd./ 525-4632 
Charlotte, NC 

sented the Emergency Medi
cal Technician of the Year 
Award. He joined the depart
ment in 1978. He is an assis
tant chief with the depart
ment. He and his wife, Gena, 
have two sons and live on 
Rolling Road. 

David Ray was presented 
the Officer of the Year 
Award. He joined the depart
ment in 1970. He is the chief 
of the department. He and 
his wife, Betty, live on Roll
ing Road. 

lee Motor 
Co. Inc. 

Call 291-6000 
1415 Lipscomb Rd., E. 

Wilson, NC 

Do You Need A Miracle 

Christian 
Ministries Fellowship 

A Charismatic Family 
Church 

Dr. Ralph C. Brittain 
Pastor/ Director 

Home Phone 327-8888 

691 9th St. N.W./324-5656 
Hickory, North Carolina 28601 

should buy a $350,000-plus 
snorkel truck. 

The city received bids on 
the truck, but the council de
cided by a 3-to-l vote to wait 
until they completed its 
study before authorizing the 
purchase of an aerial truck. 

The council set Dec. 6, 1988 
as the target date for comple
tion of the study, asking for 
an interim report to be deliv
ered before Sept. 30. 

The committee would 
study the growth patterns of 
the city, the organizational 
structure of the Fire Depart
ment, possible fire station lo
cations, personnel and equip
ment needs, alternative 
means of preventing fires, 
mutual aid agreements with 
the military and other gov
ernments, and ways of in
volving the public in fire pro
tection. 

· Smokey Say,: 

Triangle 
Billiards 

919-535-9929 

1022 East 10th St. 
Roanoke, Rapids, NC 

The 
Rich 

Company 
"When You Think 

Real Estate 
Think Rich" 

Phone 338-2183 

Elizabeth City, NC 

I , 
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Firefighter Saves 
Baby From Smoke 

By Ted Mellnik 
Charlotte Observer 

Staff Writer 

CHARLOTTE-Warren 
Hunter kept his three-dec
ade-old fire truck in good run
ning condition. 

It was a testament both to 
his devotion to tinkering 
with cars and his efforts to 
help organize the Derita Fire 
Department in 1950. 

The old Ford was the de
partment's first truck. Mr. 
Hunter, retired as a volun
teer firefighter since around 
1981, was the Derita fire de
partment's board chairman. 

Warren Benton Hunter of 
2208 Sugar Creek Rd. W. died 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, 1987, at 
home of a heart attack. He 
was 57. 

Mr. Hunter, a Charlotte 
native, lived all his life in the 
Derita community and at
tended Derita School. 

He went to work for Blythe 
Industries in 1953 as a radio 
dispatcher, later becoming a 
shop supervisor and then a 
purchasing agent. 

At home, he was known for 
his tinkering. In the 1950s he 
was a charter member of the 
Queen City Model A Ford 
Club. In his garage were a '30 
four-door sedan and '28 road
ster. 

"I always told him his 
name was Warren Piddley 

ASTRO 
INDUSTRIES 

INC. 
Morganton, N.C. 

Bank 
of 

Pine Level 

Member F.D.I.C. 

P. 0. Box 249 
Pine Level, NC 

Hunter," said his wife, Betty 
Hunter. "He was always 
building and doing different 
things out in his garage. But 
he was always there when I 
needed him." 

"He was depended on in 
his churGh, at his work, and 
by his friends," said Phyllis 
Cook, a friend of the family. 
"Anyone ever asked him to 
do anything, he was right 
there. He never said, 'I 
can't.' " 

The 
Fashion 

Shop 
.. . . .. ......... ·- .... , .... , .. _ -- ...... . . ... . 

Mon.:Sat. 9-6 
Call 865;414r 

221 W. Broad St. 
St. Pauls, NC 

REGENCY 
KNOLLWOOD 

HALL 
Nursing Home 

Phone 767-2750 
S7SS Shattalon Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC 

Golden Corral 
of Laurinburg 

Phone 276-8855 

1797 South Main St. 
Laurinburg, NC 

For Sound Protection Call 

Mays 
Insurance Agency 

ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTING, INC. 
920 Broolctown Avenue 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

CRAFTIQUE, INC. (I} 

Roanoke Construction·co. 

Telephone (919) 537-1141 

P.O. Box 820 
Roanoke Rapids, North Carolin~ 27870 

I 

Phone 563-1212 Mebane, NC 

W.R. BONSAL 
COMPANY 
Phone 525-1621 

Charlotte, N.C. 

Call 272-6167 
1029 E. Wendover Ave. 

Greenaboro, NC 

Electric Beach 
Hair & Tannin& Salon 

Diane Outlaw, Owner 

A Full Service Salon 

Phone 842-4967 

' 

Open 6 Days A Week 
Hwy. 139, Holden Beach, NC 
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Process Ok'd For Hiring Fire Chief Assistant Fire C;hief, 
Police Officer Honored By James Drew 

Wilmington Star 
Staff Writer 

WILMINGTON-The 
Wilmington City Council 
has selected a four-step proc• 
ess developed by City Man• 
ager Bill Farris to hire a new 
fire chief. 

City officials said they 
have not set a timetable for 
hiring Lloyd Wolfe's succes· 

sor, but a decision is expected 
by April. 

"There's no fixed timeta• 
ble," Mayor Don Betz said. "I 
believe we'll hire someone 
within 90 days, but I'm not 
working toward an artificial 
deadline. It's something we 
need to be very thorough in 
when we review the proposed 
candidates." 

The city has received 52ap• 
plications for the chief's posi-

Fire Destroys Arcadia 
Business 

By Pandora Passin 
Lexington Dispatch 

Staff Reporter 

LEXINGTON-A family• 
owned electrical contracting 
business in Arcadia was de• 
stroyed by fire. 

The interior of Spry Elec• 
tric, located on a dirt road 
about a half-mile off Friend• 
ship Church Road, was com• 
pletely engulfed in flames 
when units from the Arcadia 
Volunteer Fire Department 
arrived. 

Mike Hege, the depart• 
ment's chief, said he believes 
the blaze originated around a 
water stove in the buil~ing. 
However, the cause of the fire 
was still under investigation. 
Hege said he thinks the fire 
was an accident. 

Due to the toxic nature of 
the smoke, firefighters had to 

White Oak Terrace 
Apartments 

(704) 859-5871 
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments 

200 Oak Street 
Tryon, NC 

HUGH'S SHEET 
METAL, INC. 

872-4621 

1312 Barkley Road 
Statesville, NC 

Harvest Tempie 
Pentecosta l 

Holiness Church 

Rev. Fred L. Jones, Pastor 

10:00 am-Sunday School 
11 :00 om-Morning Worship 

7:00 prn- Sun. Evangelistic Serv. 

Wed. Prayer & Family Night 
Service- 7:30 pm 

Phone 537-5084 

W. 10th St. 
(Corner of Colonial Dr.) 
Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

wear oxygen masks the 
whole time they were at the 
scene, even when the flames 
were extinguished. The one 
story metal and frame struc• 
ture stored electrical sup• 
plies. 

There also were concerns 
that the home of Ronald and 
Peggy Spry, which is located 
about 70 feet from the busi• 
ness, would catch on fire 
since a wind was blowing in 
the house's direction. How· 
ever, that structure was not 
damaged and no one was re• 
ported hurt. 

Hege said the fire was un
der control in about 30 min• 
utes, but firefighters stayed 
on the scene until about 12:45 
A.M. Units from the Reeds, 
Welcome, and Wallburg vol• 
unteer fire departments also 
responded to the call. 

Grier 
Funeral Service 

Phone 283-5423 

704 Walkup Avenue 
Monroe, NC 28110 

CHATHAM 
FOODS, INC. 

Phone 7 42-2141 
Siler City, NC 

YE OLE 
PUB 

Dial 
919-299-5970 

5402 W. West Market St. 
Greensboro, N.C. 

Open 7 Days A Week 
10 AM to 1:30 AM 

Howard Johnson 
Restaurant & Motor Lodge 

Phone (919) 477-7381 
·1-85 at Hillandale Road Exit, 

Durham, North Carolina 
($4.00 Breakfast Discount/or all Motor Lodge Guests) 

tion. The salary range is 
$34,597 to $51,896. 

Six of the candidates are 
employees of the Wilmington 
Fire Department. City Per
sonnel Director Joe Dixon 
said he could not reveal the 
candidates' names. 

Wolfe, a 45-year fire de• 
partment veteran, an• 
nounced his retirement Sept. 
2, nearly one month after a 
natural gas explosion near 
the intersection of Market 
Street and Kerr Avenue in
jured 18 people and led to the 
death on Aug. 21 of Assistant 
Fire Chief Harold Sandlin. 

Under the selection proc
ess, the council's first task 
will be to work with Farris to 
reach a consensus on the 
"skills, abilities, attitude and 
experience" necessary to be 
considered for the job, plus 
other characteristics, such as 
specialized training, that 
would be desirable. 

Farris and the council then 
would narrow the list of can• 
didates to five and prepare a 
set of questions to ensure 
that all candidates are 
treated evenly. 

The last step would involve 
scheduling a second inter• 
view with the top candidate 
and the council acting on the 
appointment. 

Betz said he expects the 
council will set up an inter
view committee, which is ex· ' 
pected to con sist of city offi. 
cials, fire department experts 
and possibly officials from 
other cities. 

Walter Carter 
Incorporated 
2021 Wilkesboro Rd. 

Salisbury, NC 

B & "E 
Woodturning, Inc. 

Phone 758-2843 

Nu-Way Circle 
Lenoir, North Carolina 

TILE, INC. OF 
FAYETTEVILLE 

Didributors for ·Ceramic Tile 

• American Olean 
• Mid State • Monarch Tile 

Phone 485-2119 

646 Winslow St.· 
Fayetteville, NC 

Visit Our Show Rooms At: 

646 Winslow St. 
Telephone 485-2119 

Fayetteville, NC 
And 

1818-A. Oleander Dr. 
Telephone 763-0100 

Wilmington, NC 

Cumberland 
Hospital 

By Deuce Niven 
The Tabor City Tribune 

TABOR CITY-Don 
Hughes, a veteran firefighter 
with almost 40 years experi
ence, was named Firefighter 
Of The Year by the Tabor 
City Fire Department in Dec. 

Hughes was honored dur• 
·ing the department's annual 
Christmas party. Empie 
Watts was also named town 
Police Officer of the Year by 
the Fire Department for his 
efforts in assisting firefight· 
ing efforts in 1987. 

Hughes "has been an asset 
to the Fire Department and 
to the town of Tabor City," 
Fire Chief Jerry Watts said 
in announcing the award. 

"I am shocked," an obvi
ously surprised Don Hughes 
said. "I hope to continue to be 
a fireman as long as I think 
I can make a contribution." 

Later, Hughes said he was 
not sure exactly how long he 
has been on the local fire de· 
partment. 

"It was 1949 or 1950, I 
guess, when I joined," 
Hughes said. "Frank Young 
was the Fire Chief then." 

Hughes, who has been as• 
sistant chief since late 1971 
when Watts was named 
chief, also served under the 
current chief's father Bruck 
Wa t ts and L e w is Gore. 
Hughes said he has enjoyed 
his firefighting service, but 
said he deserved little credit 

Reams & Wallace 
Clayton 

Construction & Remodeling 

Dial 599-5964 
Madison Blvd. 
Roxboro, NC 

CAROLINA 
HARDWARE & TOOLS 

Call 919-895-3237 

442 E. Broad Aue. 
Rockingham, NC 28379 

AAA 
APPLIANCE 

SERVICE 

Phone 
919-365-6810 

Rt. 1, Box 1387 
Wendell, N.C. 27591 

3425 Melrose Road 
Fayetteville, NC 28304 

OUTREACH LINE 
Mental health professionals are available to help with 

problems such as marriage issues, depression, drugs or alcohol. 
It's confidential and without obligation. 
CALL FOR FREE EVALUATION 

Outside Cumberland County 
(919) 485-7181 1-800-682-6003 

for his work. 
"I kind of feel like it's a 

civic responsibility," Hughes 
said. "It doesn't require a lot 
of time and effort." 

Two fires stand out in 
Hughes' memory, he said. 

"The fire that hurt me the 
' most was the Tabor City 
Baptist Church fire," 
Hughes said. "But I guess 
the worst we had was when 
the old school house burned 
(in the early 1950's). We were 
on top of that fire and we 
couldn't get the water. That 
was the most frustrating 
thing." 

The two story school build
ing was destroyed by the fire, 
Hughes said. The current Ta
bor City Primary School 
building stands where the 
old structure fell victim of 
fire. 

Watts said Hughes' dedica• 
tion has made the fire depart· 
ment run smoothly. 

"Unless you've got a man 
like Don Hughes it will be ter
ribly hard," Watts said. "A 
department is made up of 
people who seek one thing 
. .. to make a better fire de· 
partment." 

For the first time this year 
the Fire Department chose to 
honor a police officer for out• 
standing service, Watts said. 
Firefightera voted by secret 
ballot on the office, but their 
secret was not kept with 100 
percent of the votes going to 
Officer Empie Watts. 

Watts was also surprised 
with the a ward. 

"This means more to me 
than about any a ward I've 
ever gotten ," Watts said. 
"Because it comes from you 
guys and you put your life on 
the line when you do your 
job. You guys, your job, in my 
view is more dangerous than 
mine." 

Hospital 
Flower Shop 

Call 786-7564 
814 Worth Stlfft 

Mount Airy, North Carolina 

NATIONAL ST ARCH 
& 

CHEMICAL CORP. 
Textile & Industrial Chemicals 

Salisbury, North Carolina 

B & G Glass Company 

1307 Racine Boulevard 
Dial 349-7608 

Reidsville, North Carolina 

Compliments of 

Gallberry Farms, Inc. 
Dial 126-5191 

Kitchen's Form Shop 
Scotland Neck, NC 






