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Veteran firefighter becomes 
New county fire investigator 

By Rocky Womack 
Burlington Times-News 

Staff Writer 

GRAHAM-Fighting 
fires is "old hat" to Eric Al
bright but as of Aug. 10 this 
fire official wears a new cap. 

Albright, a firefighter for 
15 years, now serves as an 
Alamance County fire in
spector/fire investigator and 
assistant emergency planner 
with the county fire mar
shal's office. And in case of 
any doubts, he has an inspec
tor's hat inscribed with the 
lettaing-INSPECTOR-remng 
on his desk to prove it. 

Before accepting his new 
position, Albright worked for 
five years as a firefighter, 
emergency medical techni
cian and assistant supervi
sor of the Elon College Fire 
Department and for 10 years 
as a volunteer firefighter 
with the Swepsonville Fire 
DepartmPnt 

H\a dut\e8 at the fire mar
shal's office include conduct
ing fire inspections for Ala
m an ce County Schools, 
county property, restaurants 
and local industries. 

"I will investigate fires 
with a high dollar loss, and 
those that are suspicious," 
Albright said. 

He will investigate poten
tial fire hazards such as 
faulty wiring and improper 
storage of flammable liquids. 
Albright will check in-house 
fire extinguishing systems 
and heating systems. He will 
make sure emergency exits 
in buildings are not blocked. 

Albright plans to learn the 
inner workings of the fire 
marshal's office and to take 
some advanced classes in 
fire investigation before un
dertaking any inspections. 
One aspect of the job he has 
learned quickly is that his po
sition requires extensive pen 
use. 

"I'm doing more paper
work now," he said. "It's a 
change after being a line fire
fighter for five years. Most of 
my duties at Elon were driv
ing fire trucks, fighting fires 
and maintaining fire equip
ment and the station." 

His new assignment 
marks a step up in position 
and responsibility. He also 
will work a normal 8 a.Ir. to 
5 p.m. schedule rather than 
working 24 hours then being 
off 24 hours as an online fire
fighter. 

Alb,.i ht r• wed into the 
p o:"tion • l\ted by Jerry 
R cko , ..,. h became the 

full-time emergency planner 
on July 1 in the fire mar
shal's office. Besides being 
an experienced firefighter, 
Albright is trained as a certi
fied fire service instructor. 
He can teach firefighters 
about firefighting tactics, 
procedures and equipment. 

"I've made the fire service 

my career," Albright said. 
"I'm looking forward to 
working with everybody 
here. They're a good group of 
people to work with. 

"I'm looking forward to 
working with the different 
county departments and 
agencies," he added. 

Eric Albright has new duties. Photo by Rocky Womack 

Fire Depts. receive grants 
By Veronica Cogdell 

Goldsboro 
News-Argus 
Staff Writer 

WAYNE COUNTY
Three Wayne County Volun
teer Fire Departments were 
awarded gran ts totaling 
nearly $13,000 during the 
short session of the N.C. Gen
eral Assembly this year and 
additional legislation will 
put some money in the pock
ets of volunteer rescue 
squads as well. 

The money was first ap
proved for the fire depart
men ts during the 1987 ses
sion of the General Assembly 
to assist in purchasing equip
ment and for capital im
provements. 

Volunteer fire depart
ments funds are matched up 
to $20,000 a year and are 
based on an inc1 ease in fire 
insurance prer.,iums for 
those livir, gin t: •~ district. 

Grunt~ totaling $1.137 mil
lion find ranging from $247 
to $20,000 were made to 177 

departments throughout the 
state. 

Wayne County depart
ments receiving funds this 
year were Pricetown , 
$2,494.80; Indian Springs, 
$4,965.75; and Faro, $5,340. 
The grants have to be ap
plied for and those eligible 
must serve a district of 10,000 
or less. 

Two Duplin County fire de
part men ts were also 
awarded grants-Fountain
town received $5,000 and 
Glisson-Pleasant Grove re
ceived $5,695.50. 

Wayne Rep. John Kerr 
said the legislature voted 
this year to include small mu
nicipal fire departments as 
well as volunteer rescue 
squads. 

Kerr said last year's effort 
to include rescue squads did 
not pass the Senate but this 
year the money was ap
proved and will be based on . 
a 20 cents · ncrease in the cost 
for North Carolina Motor ve
hicle inspection. Kerr ~~id. 

Explosion, fire destroy 
Edneyville bottling plant 

By S. A. Christy 
Hendersonville 

Times-News 
Staff Writer 

ENDEYVILLE-Re
cently Robert Haynes went 
to his house to get medical 
help for propane burns he re
ceived while working with 
the pilot light on bottling 
equipment. 

Ten minutes later, he 
watched from his house as a 
propane gas fire exploded, 
engulfing the 15,000square
foot building he had just left. 

For a year, Haynes had 
worked putting together a 
new business, Blue Ridge 
Mountain Water. He was 
working late to sterilize bot
tles for the company's first 
order when fire destroyed the 
building and equipment 
worth an estimated $200,000. 

About 11:15 p.m., Haynes 
was in the building lighting 
the pilot light on a bottle ster
ilizing machine when a fire 
blazed, leaving second de
gree burns on both of his 
arms. 

"I was laying on the floor 
to light the thing. I was hav
ing trouble getting it lit. 
When I saw the fire I got up 
and went to the door. The fire 
was gone then and I didn't 
see anything," Haynes said, 
shortly after returning from 
Pardee Hospital. 

About 11:30 p.m. Roland 
Jones, Haynes's father-in
law who owned the burning 
building and whose house is 
nearby, was awakened by 
his wife. 

"I was just a whole blaze 
down there, just a glow. It 
didn't take long for it to burn. 
About 30 minutes and it wa:; 
gone," Jones said. 

Hoover Engle, a 25-year 
veteran Edneyville fire
fighter, was the first of ap
proximately 75 emergency 
personnel to arrive at the 
fire. 

"The whole middle of it 
was caving in. There was 
several explosions. It was so 
hot we didn't know what was 
going to fall where," Engle 
said. 

The initial explosion came 
from a leak in the propane 
gas line in the building, ac
cording to fire officials. 

Detective Randy Stepp of 
the Henderson County Sher
iffs Department, who inves
tigated the fire, said he be- · 
lieves that after Haynes left, 
the building filled up with 
gas through a leak in the pro
pane line. A co.mbination of 
th?. existing heat, gas and 

oxygen caused a "flash
over" or large explosion. 

Smaller explosions also 
came from small propane 
tanks, used to fuel forklifts 
kept in the building. 

When Engle and fire
fighter Clifford Dal_ton ar
rived, they found Haynes try
ing to move a truck with a 
dead battery. 

"He (Haynes) didn't let on 
that he was hurt at all. He 
had been trying to move a 
tractor-trailer truck (tha t 
was close to the fire). He said 
he couldn't get it started so 
we took a crawler (small bull
dozer) and moved it back," 
Dalton said. 

After the tractor-trailer rig 
was out of danger; Haynes 
was taken to Pardee Hospital 
by his wife. 

Meanwhile, firefighters 
from Edneyville, Dana, Blue 
Ridge, Fletcher and .Moun
tain Home volunteer fire de
partments arrived and be
gan working to control and 
contain the fire. 

The one-story building 
with aluminum siding had 
been built about 25 years ago 
by Roland Jones and was 
originally used as a packing 
house. It was being used to 
store apple farming equip
ment owned by Apple Valley 
Farms Inc. and a newly-pur
ch ased water processing 
plant owned by the Blue 
Ridge Mountain Water bot
tling company. Apple Valley 
Farms Inc. is owned by 
Jones,Jones'son, and Hay~ 
nes, Jones said. 

In addition to the esti
mated $100,000 worth of new 
equipment, the building also 
housed two forklifts, apple 
farming equipment and a va
riety of hand tools, Jones 
said. 

Jones' house, located north 
of the building, and a ga
rage/ storage shed to south of 
the building were not dam
aged by the fire. 

"Flames weren't shooting 
toward the buildings, they 
were going straight up, but 
a few of the apple boxes did 
burn," Dalton said. 

Firefighters worked until 6 
a.m. to ensure that none of 
the material would re-ignite. 
At about 8 a.m., an Ed
neyville firefighter said that 
several men had gone back 
to clear up a possible hot 
spot." 

After returning from the 
hospital where she met her 
son, Reeda Haynes watched 
as firefighters raked the 
charred debri~ left insiJe of 
the building's perimete,. 
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Station Blends 
Into College Lakes 

By Dan Carney 
Fayetteville Observer 

Staff Writer 

FAYETTEVILLE
Some new people are moving 
onto Stacy Waver Drive. 
Their house is made of colo
nial brick and has a stone 
chimney on one side and a 
weather vane on the other. 

up to a double door. The ga
rage has doors in back as 
well as in front, and there 
will never be any smoke com
ing out of the chimney be
cause it is strictly ornamen
tal. 

It's a lot like many of the 
other houses on the street, ex
cept it looks just a little bit 
larger than most. 

Fayetteville Fire Chief 
Wilbur Johnson calls his de
partment's new College 
Lakes Fire Station a 16-car, 
seven-bedroom house. 

On closer inspection, some 
of its details betray it mas
querade. Instead of a back 
yard it has a parking lot with 
a handicapped ramp leading 

It was specifically de
signed to blend in with the 
residential neighborhood the 
fire department is expanding 
into four years after the City 
of Fayetteville annexed Col
lege Lakes. 
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Trace fire department may 
Be the 'oldest' in the state 

By J ennibeth Kennedy 
Sandford Herald 

Staff Writer 

TRACE-As a fire blazes 
in the distance, volunteer 
firemen race to the scene, 
ready to do battle with the 
rising heat and smoke. But 
after the flames have died 
down and the smoke is 
cleared, what do you say to 
a 77-year-old fire chief? 

In the Carolina Trace area 
near Sanford, a good hearty 
"thanks" would be appropri
ate, due to the fact the age 
range of their volunteer fire 
department is from 22 to 77 
years old. 

The median age is 49112; 
the average age of the fire
men is estimated at about 65, 
which may make the Trace 
group the oldest fire depart
ment in the state, if not in the 
nation. 

"At our station, the north
erners range around 65 to 70 
years old, while our southern 
firemen are around 22 to 33," 
said Fire Chief Marty Hear
ney. "We don't even notice 
the age difference here. The 
most trouble we have is the 
northerners' understanding 
what the southern guys are 
trying to tell us!" 

"The guys who talk funny 
are the ones who live outside 
ofTra ce!" teases Al Pirchner , 
age 62. 

"Well, you just remember, 
you've got to live in the south 
at least seven years before 
becoming a Rebel!" laughs 
Frank Layton, one of the 
young firemen, who is from 
an area outside of the subdi
vision. 

C arolina Trace has a t 
tracted large number s of 
northerners. Some came here 
when they retired; others 

were brought in to the area by 
their professions. The major
ity of the older volunteers re
side in Carolina Trace; the 
three younger ones live close 
by in surrounding communi
ties. 

"We started approxi
mately eight years ago when 
some concern developed 
among residents in the area 
about how far we were from 
a fire department," Hearney 
said. "When we began, we 
didn't even have a fire de
partment or a truck." 

Funded by a special tax to 
pay for the fire department, 
the firemen soon acquired a 
brick firehouse and three 
t rucks: a pumper, a tanker 
and a brush truck. The dedi
cated volunteers cover an 
area equaling approximately 
four square miles, not only 
inside Carolina Trace, but 
also along the highway (NC. 
87) which runs beside it. 

"We were the first unit in 
Lee County that went under 
a special tax roll, whic~ pro
vided a certain amount for 
supporting the fire depart
ment," Hearney said. "Now, 
I believe, all units a re funded 
the same way." 

Not only does the depart
ment carry a potpourri of ac
cents; the backgrounds are 
varied as well. Some past 
professions include a retired 
dentist, an engineer with 
Ford Motors, employees of 
New York Telephone and 
Westinghouse. Three of the 
original members of the fire 
department even have long 
backgrounds in fire-fighting. 

"Dick Shand was a volun
teer with the fire department 
in Pearl River, N.Y., for ap
proximately 18 years, Bill 
Wegma n was a volunt eer 
with the Nanuet, N .Y. de-

partment for many years, 
and I was with the Highland 
Falls, N.Y., department and 
was an officer for 12 years." 

So how does the mix
northern, southern, older, 
younger-work? 

"The original group of 
about six of us all went into 
this together, and it has been 
a success ever since," said 
Sam Mauldin, assistant fire 
chief, one of the few native 
Southerners in the depart
ment. 

"We a ll fit together like two 
gloves," Mauldin said. 
"When we have work to do, 
we get it done. Sure, Je tease 
each other, but we get a long 
just fine and don 't even no
tice the age differences." 

Frank Layton, another 
firefighter with a Dixie 
drawl in his voice, agreed. 

"We enjoy teasing and 
having fun with each other," 
he said. "I've worked with 
this department from t he be
ginning and have worked in 
others too, but I've always 
enjoyed this one. 

"We take our work seri
ously, too. I know when my 
feet hit the floor after a call, 
I'm dressed and ready to go," 
he said. 

The firemen have an
swered over 100 ca11s in their 
eight years. Fortunateli. 
none h as caused any injuries 
to the men. 

"The only injury we ever 
had happened during a prac
tice drill," Hearney said. 
"That's the only mishap 
we've had." 

"But do you remember the 
time we accidently left one of 
the volunteers on the side of 
the road and he had to walk 
a mile and a half to get back 
to the station?" said Al 
Pirchner. 

~'-~ I ✓t:- ,· . !il' . 
Rhodestown volunteer firemen Kenneth McClain, front, and Arnell Petteway check out the new fire truck recently 
received by the deportment. McClain is assista nt chief a nd Petteway is chief of the volunteer department. Photo by 
Tom Copeland 
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'Fire Chief Gordon 
Wears the hat of 
A sign maker too 

By Kevin Mer edith 
News of Orange Co. 

Managing Editor 

HILLSBOROUGH
Mark Gordon , ch ief of the 
Hills boroug h a nd Ora nge 
Rural Volunteer Fire Depart
ments, doesn't call himself a 
workaholic. 

But that's the la bel some 
m ay give him anyway. Be
sides his efforts for the fire 
departmen ts, Gordon holds a 
s t ate job in Chapel Hill and 
works full time at his sign 
bus iness, doing more labor in 
one week than many do in 
two or three. 

"I s leep about six hours a 
night, and I don't do any
thing b ut work," Gordon 
says. 

But although he uses a 
$15,000 computer and 
br ushes that aren't cheap 
eith er, he considers his 
homebased sign business a 
hobby. 

"Everybody's got a hobby, 
and my hobby just happens 
to make money," Gordon 
said. "It's not like work." 

Gordon entered the sign 
business by chance six years 
ago, when a man who 

·painted the fire department's 
1.- ...... n a m e on department prop

er ty wouldn't keep his ap
pointments. 

"We had a fire truck that 
needed lettering, and the guy 
kept promising to come, but 
h e never showed up." 

So Gordon decided to try 
his hand at the job. "It just 
seemed like a challenge," he 
said. "Just something inter
esting. 

"I t took me a week, but it 
looked pretty decent," he re
called . 

He did the job for free, but 
he knew that money could be 
made on his talent, and de
cided to moonlight in some
thing new. Before, he said, 

Harris Tile Co. 

Cera mic Qua rry 
& Marble 

Free Estimates 
Call 7 46-4359 

Lee St., Ayden, NC 

Golden Dragon 
Restaurant 

A Truly Unique Place To Dine 

Complete Chinese & American Menu 
Children & Senior Citizens Plates 

Open 6 Days (Closed Mondays) 
Ba nquet Room & Party Facilities 

Take Out Service Call 756-3844 
I 7 Carolina E. Centre, 

Green~Ue, NC 

"I'd been mowing grass for 
extra money." 

While he calls it a hobby, 
Gordon's seriousness shows 
through. "This is ~ussian 
squirrel hair," he says, pull
ing a paintbrush from a 
tackle box that holds dozens 
m or e. "Th at's about $30 
worth of paintbrush." 

About half of Gordon's 
work comes from businesses 
in Hillsborough. He cannot 
estimate the number of signs 
he has painted, but, as he 
took a mental tour of down
town Hillsborough, he re
membered where they were. 
On downtown Churton 
Street, he said, "a lot of them 
are mine. Around the corner, 
everything on that street's 
mine." 

Most of the signs Gordon 
has made in the last six years 
are handpainted, although 
he has done carved and sand 
blasted signs as well. 

But last January, Gor
don's business entered the 
age of the computer with a 
$15,000 computerized letter 
making machine. Long rolls 
of paper with a vinyl layer 
on one side are fed into the 
machine. A knife cuts into 
the v inyl in the shape of the 
letters Gordon selects, a nd 
those letters are pulled from 
the paper backing and in
stalled on the sign. 

To succeed in the sign busi
ness, he says, " I think you 
have to know a little bit 
about a lot of different 
things." Gordon's education 
has come through "books, 
and trial and error." 

Business has been boom
ing, and Gordon attributes 
that to t h e T r iangle's 
healthy economy. Realtors 
provide a great deal of work, 
he said. 

"This is going to be real 
n ice for me once I retire," he 
said. 
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Windsor signs 
fire contract 

By Laura Harrell 
Windsor Bertie 

Ledger-Advance 
Editor /Publisher 

WINDSOR-The Town of 
Windsor has voted to accept 
the contract proposed by the 
Bertie County Firemen's As
sociation for rural fire wishes 
of the firemen and seeking 
tha t they are covered. The 
contract is for one year only, 
ending June 30, 1989. The 
town has the option of end
ing the contract by 90-day 
notice and several of the 
board member s expressed 
the opinion that by signing, 
the firemen will be covered 
by Workmen 's Compensa
tion when they are outside 
the town's jurisdictional lim
its on other than mutual aid 
calls, which were never a 
concern. 

Windsor Fire Chief Ernest 
Carraway was called to the 
meeting during the discus
sion. He indicated the volun
teer firemen have stated that 
while they understand the 
town board's position con
cerning financial considera
tions about the equipment, 
the firemen are determined 
that they will not deny fire 
protection to anybody. 

Chief Carraway said, 
"One of my men said that if 
the town won't let us take the 
equipment outside of town, 
he will take a garden hose 
and do the best he can to help 
somebody when there is ·a 
fire." 

Carraway added, "We're 
going to fight fires one way 
or the other-I guess we are 
just dedicated firemen. We 
sold the town our equipment 
for $1 per year, and I guess 
if you decide for us not to take 
it out of town, we'll try to buy 
it back at $1 a year and oper
ate it ourselves." 

The chief stated further, 
"We're not wearing our 
equipment out going out of 
town. I guess it only wears 
the firemen out, but it 

Continued on page 4 
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Training facili~y 
Being constructed 

WAYNE COUNTY- The 
Wayne County F irema n 's 
Associat ion has begun work 
on a new t raining facility 
that will be fully equipped to 
meet the practice needs of the 
28 volunteer fire d epart
ments. 

The bulk of the funding for 
the project has come from 
state grants and totals 
$40,000. The association has 
also made financial contri
butions through fund-raisers 
and dues paid by its mem
bers. 

Jay Howell, chief of the 
Nahunta Fire Department 
and Training Grounds Com
mittee chairman, said the 
new training grounds is lo
cated on approximately 10 
acres of land that has been 
leased by the · Goldsboro
Wayne Airport. The property 
is adjacent to the airport. 

"Some of the land is 
cleared and some wooded," 
he said. "We're just begin
ning work now on getting it 
and the · access road up
graded. We have a pond al
ready on site that we are pre
paring for our pump train
ing. 

"We can carry the engines 
out now for testing. We've got 

the pond now so we can drive 
as many a round it a s we 
want." 

"Everything is still in its 
infancy stage," Howell said. 
" But it 's really beginning to 
take shape and look nice. 
There has been some work 
done over the last couple of 
weeks and it really looks 
good." 

He said as funds are col
lected, the association plans 
to construct a burn building 
and smoke house. He said it 
will be a two-story cement 
structure that firefighters 
will be able to build fires in 
and fill with smoke. 

Howell said because the 
building will be made to 
withstand high tempera
tures, it will probably be the 
most expensive project. 

Wayne County Fire Mar
shal Carl Ray Coley said the 
structure will probably cost 
in excess of $50,000. 

"That is the estimate for 
the fire house and smoke 
house," Coley explained, 
"There is no way we can give 
an estimate on the whole pro
ject because we are talking 
about building over a period 
of years." 

Three-fourths of the fires w hich occur in 
American homes o,e the result ol Corel--s. 
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Wall Collapse 
Video 

NEW YORK, NY
W ALL COLLAPSE IN 
BURNING BUILDINGS, 
the first video in the Fire
fighter Survival Training Se
ries is ready for immediate 
distribution by the producer,, 
Fire Engineering magazine. 

Examining in detail one of 
the leading causes of fire- · 
fighter deaths, WALL COL
LAPSE teaches lifesaving 
lessons not to be forgotten. 
Safety on the fire ground has 
rarely been emphasized so 
vividly and realistically. The 
video provides new conclu
sions based on observing 
hundreds of incidents. It ex
plains how firefighters are as 
likely to be killed outside a 
burning building as inside, 
the different kinds of walls, 
how they collapse, how far 
.they fall, establishing dan
ger zones, proper use of hose 
streams, flanking, responsi
bilities of officers and men. 

The WALL COLLAPSE 
video was written by Vincent 
Dunn, Deputy Chief FDNY, , 
Sommander Midtown Man
hattan, and is based on 30 
years of firefighting experi
ence. Chief Dunn is also a 
contributing editor of Fire 
Engineering magazine and 
is an adjunct instructor at 
the National Fire Academy. 

WALL COLLAPSE is the 
first of three videos based on 
Chief Dunn' s bestselling 
book Collapse of Burning 
Build,~ngs. 

Al's Towing 
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Plans To Cover City With Numbers 
HICKORY-The Hickory 

Fire Department has an
nounced plans to place street 
numbers on every house and 
building in the city in six 
months. 

The Hickory City Council 
approved the plan June 14. 
It includes a public education 
program to promote volun
tary compliance with a city 
ordinance that requires the 
posting of street numbers on 
every building in the city. 

Fire department officials 
said the ordinance requires 
that numbers be visible from 
the street and have a signifi
cant contrast in color from 
the number's background. 

The ordinance also re
quires numbers be at least 
three inches in height. 

Script-style numbers will 
be allowed, officials said, as 
long as the lettering is rea
sonably legible from the 
street. 

Officials said the purpose 
of street numbers is to assist 
emergency vehicles enroute 
to answering calls. Delays 
due to difficulty in locating 
an address sometimes frus
trates emergency crews, offi
cials said, and unnecessary 
property loss or even the loss 
oflife can result. 

Fire, police and emergency 
medical personnel respond to 
calls in which seconds can 
mean the difference between 
life and death, officials said. 

Emergency services per
sonnel see the house-number
ing project as extremely im
portant and hope to convince 
Hickory residents of the need 
for compliance, officials 
said. 

"East Carolina' 
Party Center 

41 7 Cotonche Street 
Greenville, NC 27834 

(919) 758-4591 

Willard Smith's 
Storage Buildings 

Phone 
( 704) 869-3045 

South Main Street 
Denton, NC 27239 

C&L 
Transmission 

(919) 366-4661 

RFD 1 Box 691 
Dobson, NC 27017 

Hickory officials said they 
will conduct a public educa
tion campaign through the 
news media to explain the 
program and emphasize 
compliance. 

Also, a letter about the ef
fort will beincluded with util
ity bills, officials said. 

Hickory residents are be
ing offered free, stick-on 
numbers to place on build-

Fire district 
Area annexed 

The Randolph County 
Board of Commissioners re
cently annexed a subdivision 
north of Liberty into the Jul
ian Fire District. 

A total of 68.8 percent of 
the property owners in the 
16-lot Poplar Hollow Farms 
Subdivision signed a peti
tion last November asking to 
be annexed, but none of sub
division residents attended 
the hearing. 

Property owners will begin 
paying taxes to the fire dis
trict this year. The tax rate 
will be l0·cents for each $100 
of property value, the same 
rate now paid by others 
served by the district. 

The Julian district's fire 
station is located on the Ran
dolph-Guilford county line. 
The volunteer unit protects 
property in both counties. 

Julian firemen, Allen said, 
have been answering calls 
from the subdivision. 

The Julian Fire Depart
ment is one of 18 tax-sup
ported fire districts in Ran
dolph County. 

Mary's Pillows 
& Cushions 
(704) 869-2765 

Jackson Hill 
Denton, 

North Carolina 27239 

I ~OIi( PLAY 
l~th FIRE! 

Sponsored By 

Ligon Electric 
Supply, Inc. 

Winston-Salem, NC 

JERRY B. DAVIS 
CONSTRUCTION 

CALL 728-2852 

HIGHWAY 70-EAST 
BEAUFORT, NC 

-

ings. The numbers are avail
able at the city's engineering 
department at city hall. 

The aged or the handi
capped who are unable to 
post their own numbers may 
have city employees do so for 
them by contacting the engi
neering department. 

The Hickory building in
spection department has an
nounced plans to immedi
ately require the posting of 
proper street addresses be
fore issuing certificates of oc
cupancy in the city. 

After a six-month grace pe
riod, city inspectors will be
gin an enforcement program 
to ensure compliance, offi. 
cials said. 

"Having numbers posted 
on all buildings is critical for 
the safety of our citizens," 
Hickory Mayor William R. 
McDonald III said. 

rBurning Down 
the House' 

MORGANTON-Local 
firefighters practiced their 
skills recently during a prac
tice burn at a vacant house 
on West Concord Street in 
Morganton. The exercise 
was designed to train five 
new Morganton Department 
of Public Safety officers and 
volunteers from some county 
fire departments. The house, 
which was allowed to burn 
to the ground, sat on the pro
posed new location of the 
Children's School. 

Florence Concrete 
Products, Inc. 

(803) 662-2549 

P.O. Box 5506 
Florence. SC 

Dale's 
Refrigeration 

Service 

Phone 438-5526 

406 Parham Rd. 
Henderson, NC 
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NEWTON GROVE 
DRUG CO. 

Phone 594-1183 
Newton Grove, NC 
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Windsor signs 
fire contract 

Continued from page 3 

doesn't, it only makes us bet
ter firemen. Youhavetohave 
a certain amount of equip
ment to protect the people in 
town anyway." 

Under the contract, the 
town agrees to furnish and 
provide continuing fire pro
tection service to property 
within the area designated 
by the Bertie County Fire
men's Association lying out
side the boundaries of the 
town, by dispatching, upon 
proper notification, to any 
resident or property owner 
within this designated fire 
district, fire-fighting equip
ment and adequate person
nel to operate the same. This 
does not include any mutual 
aid calls received from other 
departments within or out
side the county. 

Concerns about Windsor's 
equipment being used for a 
disproportionate number of 
fire calls outside the town . 
limits (as much as 70 percent 
of Windsor's calls are outside 
the town limits) and some 
wording in the first drafts of 
the county-town agreement 
had troubled Mayor L. T. Liv
ermon and members of the 
board. It was Windsor's de
sire all along, however, to see 
that the volunteer firefight
ers are covered with as much 
available insurance as possi
ble in case of aerious accident. 
or death. They have main
tained through all the discus
sions the desire to work with 
the volunteer firemen and 
support them in every way 
possible. 

R&L 
Lounge 

Telephone 349-6169 

Highway 158 · 
Reidsville, NC 

'Good Work Guys' 

Affordable 
Roofing 

(919) 627-1428 

1261 Rivercrest Dr. 
Eden, North Carolina 

Isaac Smith, Jr. 

Contractor 

Phone 446-9446 

Battleboro, NC 
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Firefighting not just a man's job 
By Edwin Powell 

Democrat Staff Writer 

BOONE - Firefighting is 
traditionally one of the most 
male-oriented vocations in 
society, but even here, 
women are making inroads. 

At present, the Boone Fire 
department has three female 
volunteer firefighters -
Cindy Fuller, Terri Williams 
and Yolanda Hatcher - and 
when it comes down to .it, 
th ey are just three of the 
guys. 

Ms. Fuller has been with 
the department for two and 
one half years, and the other 
two, both Appalachian State 
University students, have 
been with the Boone depart
ment for about 10 months. 
Ms. Williams has been on the 
volunteer fire department in 
her home town of Aberdeen 
for about two years, she said. 

Both Ms. Williams and Ms. 
Hatcher come from firefight
ing families. Ms. Hatcher's 
father is the chief .of the fire 
department in Southern 
Pines, and Ms. Williams' fa
ther is a captain in the Aber
deen Volunteer Fire Depart
ment. 

Ms. Williams' involvement 
in firefighting began when 
she was 17, and a neighbor's 
home burned. Her father 
joined the department the 
following Monday night, 
and at age 19, she became 
Aberdeen•s first and only fe
male firefighter. 

"I hated that helpless feel
ing of not being able to do 
anything," she said. 

Ms. fuller, the first fire
fighter in her family, became 

Toodle's 
Funeral Homes 

Funeral Directo rs 

A Personalized Service 
For All Faiths 

Where Dignity is Our Watchword 

Dial 793-4867 
305 Wilson Street 

Plymout h, NC 

Caroco 
Service Station 

#4/ 1251 University Dr. 
Call 489-5835 

#9 I 1529 S. Miami Blvd. 
Coll 596-1098 

Durham, NC 

BOYD'S 
EXXON· 

Call 
(919) 835-7015 

1163 Elkspur Exit 
Elkin, North Carolino 28621 

interested in it through fire
fighters and emergency 
medical personnel she met 
through her involvement in 
the National Ski Patrol. 
Now, in addition to being a 
firefighter, she also works 
part time in the office at· 
Boone Fire Station No. 2 on 
State Farm Road. 

"The fire service is prob
ably the most challenging 
service you can do for the 
community," she said. "Fire
fighters have got to be crazy 
because when most people 
are running a way from a 
burning building, we're run
ning toward it." 

While the three take a lot of 
kidding from their male 
counterparts, they know it's 
all in fun, and when the heat 
is on, gender is the last thing 
on their minds. 

"Picking makes it easier to 
cope," Ms. Williams said. 

"The guys are great. They 
pick on us a lot, but these 
guys respect me more than 
people in town, or school, or 
anywhere else. We're just like 
one big family," Ms. Hatcher 
said. 

"It's not just that way here. 
It's like that at all fire serv
ices everywhere. There's a 
common bond between all 
firefighters," Ms. Fuller said. 

At present, less than 1 per
cent of the nation's firefight
ers are women, and 80 per
cent of the nation's fire de
partments are made u p of 
volunteers, according to Ms. 
fuller. 

Having women on rural 
volunteer fire departments 
makes good sense, Ms. Wil
liams said, because many 

Bill's Auto 
Service 

• Phone 697-7167 

871 Howard Gap Road 
Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Big Oak 
Mobile Park 

(704) 891-4893 

Rt. 7, Box 33 
Hendersonville, NC 

B. Simpson 
& Company Inc. 

703/697-7777 

P.O. Box 3037 
Hendersonville, NC 

men in rural areas who are 
not farmers may have jobs 
outside the county, making it 
difficult or impossible to get 
to fires in time, while most 
women in rural areas stay 
closer to home, which makes 
for quicker response times. 

"When I first joined the de
partment, I'd tell people I'm 
not a fireman, I'm a fire
fighter. Now I'm a fireman 
just like everybody else,'' Ms. 
Hatcher said. 

Firefighting duties at the 
Boone Fire Department are 
divided up according to the 
individual's talents and ca
pabilities. Each person is as
signed the task that he (or 
she) is best suited for. A per
son who is afraid of heights 
is not going to be sent up an 
aerial ladder, and a person 
who is claustrophobic is not 
going to be sent into tight 
spaces, Ms. fuller said. 

"We try to make sure each 
person is put in a position 
where they can best serve," 
she said. "I can get into some 
tight crawl spaces and attics 
that some of the other guys 
couldn't fit into, but I 
couldn't move a 250-pound 
dresser." 

"We complement each 
other," Ms. Hatcher said. 

Occasionally, awkward 
situations do arise, as evi
denced at a recent house fire, 
where Ms. Williams, who 
had beenJying out in the sun 
when th e call cam e through , 
showed up in a swim suit, 
and Ms. Fuller was wearing 
a dress under her firefighting 
gear. 

Equipment itself posed a 
slight problem for Ms. Fuller, 

North Carolina 
Farm Bureau 
Insurance Co. 

~. Randall Buie 
(704) 633-4801 

816 Mooresbille Rd. 
Salisbury, NC 

Mountain 
Heritage 
Systems 
(704) 733-0141 

P.O. Box 658 
Newland, North Carolina 

Covered Wagon 
Tavern 

Dial (919) 793-9774 

-Open Daily-
11 AM to 1AM 

Highway 64 
Plymouth, North Carolina 

who is rather petite. 
"They had to special order 

my boots from California. 
It's hard to find them in a 
size 5," she said. 

Like all firefighters, male 
and fem ale, the three are 
driven by a sense of duty. No 
matter where they are, or 
what they are doing, if a fire 
call comes through, it takes 
precedence. 

"I don't know how many 
times I've been fixing dinner 
and had to turn off the oven 
with the biscuits half done," 
Mrs. Hatcher said. 

"It makes in interesting 
impression the first time you 
leave a date at the movie 
theater, especially if it's a 
first date. Sometimes it puts 
a damper on things, and 
sometimes it sparks inter
est," Ms. Williams said. 

"It's kind of like having a 
baby; when you've got to go, 
you've got to go," Ms. Fuller 
said. 

When a call for a house fire 
came through last tuesday 
afternoon, Ms. Hatcher 
walked out of a final exami
nation to respond to the call. 

Although women can and 
do play a vital role in the ac
tual firefighting is impor
tant, the women in the ladies' 
auxiliaries are just as impor
tant, the three said. At large 
fires, such as the one that 
burned more than 500 acres 
in Deep Gap, they make s ure 
there are food and drinks 
available for the firefighters, 
and they also hold fund-rais
ers for their department to 
purchase and maintain 
equipment, Ms. Fuller said. 

Columbus 
Motel 

919-458-5281 

213 Cape Fear Blvd. 
Carolina Beach, NC 28428 

Servicemaster 
o f He nderso nville 

(704) 697-9831 
49 Springside Dr. 

Hendersonville, NC 

Fire & Water Damage 
Restoration 

Stokes 
Supply Co. 
General Merchandise 

Phone 747-5276 

Maury, NC 

Home 
Inspections 
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GOLDSBORO-The 
Goldsboro Fire Department 
will hold its annual home fire 
inspections program Sept. 1-
Nov. 30. Homes will be in
spected by appointment for 
defective wiring, improper 
use and storage of flamma
ble materials and other haz
ards. The inspections are free 
and appointments can be 
made by calling the fire de
partment at 736-4933, ext. 
261. 

Odum's Garage 
& Auto Salvage 
24 Hour Wrecker Service 

"We Tow Them All, 
Large or Small" 

Phone 326-4394 

Queen's Creek Rd. 
Hubert, NC 

Medlin 
Drug Store 

Phone 867-6356 

1 514 York Road 
Gastonia, NC ~----

Compliments Of 

Woodrows 
Pool Room 

Main Street 
Richlands, NC 

Dial 324-3708 

Jen-Lu Beauty 
Shoppe 
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9 19-746-6672 

RFD 2 Box 201 A 
Ayden, NC 28513 

A Clean Sweep Co. 
Free Safety 
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884-4754 

3rd. Deg. Creoste 
Removal 

Chimney Cops, Etc. 

20 Turnpike Rd. 
Brevard, NC 
Rev. Michael & 

Leeann Crump, Owners 
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Fire Chaplains To Hold 
Tenth Anniversary Conference 

IRVING, TX-The an
nual conference of the Fel
lowship of Fire Chaplains 
will be held October 16-20, 
1988, at the Harvey Hotel in 
Irving, Texas. With the 
theme of "The Next Dec
ade-Who Is In Charge?" the 
meeting marks the tenth an
niversary of the organiza
tion, which supports and 
guides the work of chaplains 
in fire departments through
out the country. 

The conference program 
combines lectures, wotk
shops and fellowship oppor
tunities designed to promote 
the exchange of ideas and in
formation. Non-chaplain 
firefighters, as ·well as 
spouses of chaplains, are en
couraged to attend. 

Among the speakers for 
this year's conference is Pete 
Rodriguez, AIDS specialist 
with the Fort Worth Public 
H ealth Department. Ro
driguez will discuss how to 
deal with the trauma experi
enced by firefighters and 
other emergency workers 
who have a chance of being 
exposed to AIDS. 

A presentation by Joanne 
Hildebrand, a Fellowship Di-

Ethridge Superette 
For all your g rocery needs 

977-0864 
Main St./8attleboro, NC 

Riggs 
✓ Realty 
Sales & Rentals 

919-453-3111 

P.O. Box 1047 
Corolla, NC 27927 

Alston 
Family 

Care 
496-5456 

RFD 3, Louisburg, NC 

24 Hour Supervision· 

A Clean Sweep Co. 
Free Safety 
Inspection 

884-4754 

3rd. Deg. Creoste 
Removal 

Chim,:iey Caps, Etc. 

20 Turnpike Rd. 
Br_evard, NC 

Rev. Michael & Leeann Crump, 
Owners 

rector and a member of the 
faculty of the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore, will fo. 
cus on helping spouses pro
vide the support their part
ners need in handling the 
special stress 'Of a ministry 
in the fire service. 

Bob Cassaday, deputy 
chief, Fort Worth Fire De
partment, will address the 
chaplain's role in incident 
command, and attorney Don 
Driver will discuss legal is
sues that face fire chaplains. 

The conference also in
cludes a special four-hour ori
entation for new fire depart
ment chaplains on how to de
velop a chaplain's program. 
Speakers will be Ed Stauffer, 
chaplain of the Fort Worth 
Fire Department, and execu
tive director of the Fellow
ship, and Ken Gaydos, chap
lain of the Seattle Fire De
partment. 

In addition to business ses
sions, several evening social 
events are planned. Early 
registration fee for corif er
ence delegates is $85.00; after 
October 1, registration is 
$100. Spouses may register 
for $40. Obtain registration 
forms for the conference by 
writing to Chaplain Ed 
Stauffer, P. 0. Box 1371, Fort 
Worth, TX 76101. 

Accommodations should 
be arranged directly with the 
Harvey Hotel, 4545 West 
John Carpenter Freeway, 
Irving, TX 75063-9990, (214) 
929-4500. Rooms are avail
able at a fixed rate of $70 per 
night for the event. 

Bryant & Causey 
Electric Co. 

Call 326-1'123 

Swansboro, NC 

Beacham's 
Corner Store 

919-946-4847 

RFD 1, Box 720 
Washington, NC 27889 

Calvary Memorial 
Church 

Sunday School 9:45 om 
Morning Worship 11 :00 am 

Evening Service 7:30 pm 
Wednesday Evening 7:30 pm 

Call 692-8311 
400 S. Bennett St. 

Southern Pine,_. NC 
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Fire Damages 
Church 

FAYETTEVILLE-A 
fire extensively damaged the 
Church of the Nazarene at 
1900 Fort Bragg Road re
cently, authorities said. 

As smoke billowed from 
the ·roof vents, church mem
bers and community volun
teers carried out Bibles, a 
flag, baby cribs, public ad
dress equipment and other 
items, authorities said. 

A passing firefighter saw 
the blaze and turned in the 
alarm, according to fire 
Capt. Bob W. Averitt. 

Flames were showing on 
the recently reshingled roof 
when 25 Fayetteville fire
fighters from five engine 
companies and two truck 
companies arrived and 
brought the blaze under con
trol. 

"The men attacked in three 
different places, and they did 
a real good job on it," Averitt 
said. 

The origin of the blaze ap
peared to be in the roof area, 
but the location and cause 
were still to be determined. 

"There was no suspicious 
origin to the fire," Averitt 
said. 

Firefighters remained for 
hours at the church to make 
sure the fire did not rekindle. 

SCHOOL'S 
OPEN! 

D~i~~E
CARE 

Atlantic 
Tobacco 

Company 
919-335-5449 

P.O. Box 1220 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Biscuit 
World 

(919) 946-0303 

1115 John Small Ave. 
Washington, NC 27889 
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Inc. 
919-275-2694 

2116 Walker Ave. 
Greensboro, NC 
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Firefighters from 
Across the state 
Gather for training 

8y Sherry Matthews 
Wilson Daily Times 

Staff Writer 

WILSON-Firefighters 
from· across the state de
scended upon Wilson in July 
for a four-day exercise in fire
fighting, pumper and haz
ardous material training and 
general fire education during 
the 60th annual :t,f .C. F Aire 
College and Pumper School. 

The Wilson Fire Depart
ment and Wilson County 
Technical College co-hosted 
the event which was spon
sored by the N.C. Firemen's 
Association. 

"I was more than pleased 
with the participation, the 
number of firemen who came 
and the exercises them
selves," Wilson Fire Chief 
Bruce Rose said. 

"This fire college is very 
important to all firefighters. 
It helps us all to become bet
ter at the jobs we do, better 
able to help the public we 
serve," Rose said. 

An estimated 425 firefight
ers, who came from as far 
away as Murphy, partici
pated in the college, fine-tun
ing the fire skills they al
ready knew while learning 
new skills to help them cope 
w i t h problems they now 
must face. 

Rose said firefighters 
spent seven hours each day 
in class or participating in 
field exercises. 

Autotech 

(919) 441-5293 

P.O. Box 57 
Nags Head, NC 27959 

Brenda's 
Beauty Shop 
905 Hackney Ave. 

Washington, NC 27889 

(9 19) 946-5625 

- Best Line-

Candor Shopping Center 
Phone 919-974-4415 

P.O. Box 517, Hwy. 220 S 
Candor, NC 27229 

Despite hot temperatures 
firefighters were asked to 
shed their cool clothes and re
place them with complete 
turnout gear, including oxy
gen tanks, so they could be
gin exercises in suppressing 
fires. 

Those exercises were 
taught at a vacant house on 
Lane Street Extension, 
where fire instructors doused 
gasoline on the empty dwell
ing, set it on fire and then 
sent firefighters inside to put 
out the flames. 

The exercise began around 
9:30 a.m. and continued until 
noon. 

Other exercises included 
pumper training at Toisnot 
Lake where firefighters were 
asked to test pumpers, and 
hazardous material training 
exercises, where firefighters 
were taken through the nec
essary steps of handling a 
chemical fire. 

" It was a highly successful 
school and one that is very 
important," Rose said, 
"Through these exercises, 
veteran firefighters increase 
their skills and new firefight
ers learn the basics." 

This is the first time in 10 
years that the Wilson Fire 
Department has played host 
to the fire college b ut Rose 
said he hoped it wouldn't be 
that long before they got the 
opportunity again. 

Continued on page 7 
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Shortage Greatest Problem 
By Jule Hubbard 

N. Wilkesboro 
Journal-Patriot 

NORTH WILKESBORO 
- The greatest weakness 
among Wilkes County fire 
departments is that s ome 
don't have enough members, 
and that problem could 
worsen in the future, officials 
said recently. 

A shortage of members in 
some departments and the 
need for better record keep
ing were the only criticisms 
made after a recent inspec
tion of 11-ofthe county's vol
unteer fire departments by 
Herbert Coffey, a fire rating 
inspector with the N.C. De-

partment of Insurance. 
"Overall the fire depart

ments look good. They did 
real well" in the inspections, 
said Coffey, of Route 7, Mor
ganton. Coffey's task was to 
inspect the 12 Wilkes depart• 
men ts with class 9 insurance 
ratings, which are depart
ments without fire hydrants 
in their districts. One . of 
those 12 departments is left 
to be inspected, Coffey said. 

The department ratings, 
the result of inspections con
ducted every three years; de
termine the amount of fire in
surance premiums paid by 
homeowners in the fire dis
tricts. The ratings are on a 
scale of 1 through 10, with 

Firefighters from 
Across the state 
Gather for training 

Continued from page 6 

"We hope we will be able 
to convince them to come 
back again next year. I think 
we have some of the best fa
cilities in the state to accom
modate the type of training 
used during the college," 
Rose said. 

Rose said having the fire 
college in Wilson also helped 
to boost the city's economy. 

"We bring in a lot of people 
for a four-day period. They 
sleep here, they eat here, in 
general, they spend a lot of 
money w bile they are in town 

Thompson 
Grocery 

Grocer ies-Meats-Produce 

Ca ll 279-4698 

Route 3 
Salisbury, NC 

Extra Touch 
Florist 

· 919-535-5579 

1034 Roanoke Ave. 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

Farmers Tractor 
& Implement Co. 

(919) 534-5911 

209 E. Jefferson St. 
Jackson, NC 27845 

and that certainly has to 
help our economy," Rose 
said. 

The fire college offers fire
fighters an opportunity to 
earn a four-year diploma in 
one or more of three special
ized areas: firefighting skills, 
pump/ mechanical and offi
cer training. 

Five other Wilson firefight
ers began participation in 
the college this year. 

"We are very pleased that 
our firefighters are taking 
part in the college. It is good 
skills training," ~ose said. 

Stratford 
Arms 

Apartments 
1900 S . Charles Blvd. 

Office Bldg. #19 
Greensville, NC 

Alama nce 
Foods Inc. 

(919) 226-6392 

739 South Worth St. 
Burlington, NC 27216 

Miller's 
Restaurant 

Phone 634-2621 

Mocksville, NC 

lower numbers and lower in
·surance premiums assigned 
to departments with more 
people, equipment, training 
and other things. 

All but four of the 11 de
partments advanced from 9 
to 9C in the ratings because 
of the inspections, Coffey 
said. The four that didn't ad
vance only did so because 
they failed to meet the re
quirement of having at least 
22members. 

Officials of the four depart
ments said they plan to begin 
recruitment -programs to 
gain the few members they 
were short, Coffey said. 

Coffey and Wilkes County 
Fire Marshal Ken Walters 
said the four departments 
were adequate in every other 
way. In addition to personnel 
numbers, Coffey considered 
records of fire alarms, busi
ness and drill meeting atten
dance, amount of training, 
maintenance, service and 
weight records of pumper 
and tanker trucks and inven
tories of equipment. 

One of the things the in
spections verified, Walters 
said, is that "the biggest 
problem for fire departments 
in years to come will be find
ing people willing to volun
teer their time as firefight
ers." 

In addition to lack of per
sonnel, Coffey said, some of 
the departments were found 
lacking in record keeping. 
"Some of the departments 
are keeping real good re
cords. some are on comput
ers. But others just weren't 
up to where they needed to 
be," Coffey said. 

Mine & Yours 
Tavern 

795-4043 

Highway 64 
Robersonville, NC 

Curtis Mathes 
Home Entertainment 

Center 
Mon-Thur 9-6, Fri 9-8, 

Saturday 9-6 
919-838-0000 
1108 D Street 

N. Wilkesboro, NC 

Van's 
Pizza 
House 

919-335-0150 

.800 North Hughes Blvd. 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 
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New White Cross Fire 
Dept. ready to serve 

By Tam Mowbray 
News of Orange County 

Staff Writer 

HILLSBOROUGH-The 
White Cross Fire Depart
ment held its first open house 
on Sunday, June 5 and, ac- . 
cording to Chief Warren At
water, the community sup
port was evident. 

"I think the whole commu
nity is very proud of it," At
water said. "The turnout 
showed for it." 

About 250 people from 
White Cross and surround
ing areas attended the open 
house to see the newly-built 
station and its new equip
ment. The station owns two 
new pumper tankers, a four
wheel drive truck to fight 
bush fires and six compres
sion tanks for breathing in 
smoke-filled buildings. 

The department went into 
operation last November. 
Twenty-five volunteers are 
on the roster. There are no 
women yet, but Atwater said 
women volunteers would be 
welcome. 

For years, White Cross de
pended on other depar~ 
ments, such as Ely Whitney 
in Alamance County and the 
Orange Grove Fire Depart
ment. 

were appointed. 
The volunteers started 

training in August 1986. 
Seven firefighters had prior 
service with other depart
ments before they joined at 
White Cross. 

" I didn't have any trouble 
getting our roster together," 
Atwater said. "We didn't 
have to go out and beg for 
volunteers. The support has 
been great." 

Firefighters must have 36 
hours of training per year 
and training nights are held 
every fourth Thursday night. 
Certified instructors from 
the community colleges and 
State Department of Insur
ance come in to train the 
men. The White Cross sta
tion also trains with Caro
lina Air Care. 

The department averages 
2-3 calls a month, and Atwa
ter said his men average 65 
to 70 hours of work per year. 

But in 1986, Atwater and 
other people in the commu• 
nity started a petition and 
had enough signatures to get 
it on the ballot in a county 
election. The voters ap
proved the issue, and depart
ment trustees and directors 

~- =~!"!!!"I 

Sponsore d By 

Ligon Electric 
Supply, Inc. 

Winston-Salem, NC 

■■■ Urited 
■■■ Telephone 
■■■.System 
Carolina lelephone 

720 Western Blvd. 
Tarboro, North Carolina 

The Sands 

(9 19) 441-1 649 

P.O. Box 220 
Nags Head, NC 27959 

GIVE A HOO[ DON'T POLWTE 

Community 
Groceries 
M on-Fri 7am-8pm 

Saturday 7am-6pm 

796-7271 

5014 Plyler Mill Rd. 
Monroe, NC 

Barbers 
Union 76 

(919) 946-5005 

103 North Bridge 
Washington, NC 27889 

S. T. WOOTEN 
CONSTRUCTION 

· CO., INC. 
Highway Construction 
Water - Sewer Lines 

Main Office: 
Black Creek Road 

W ilson, NC 

Other Locations: 

Henderson-Sims 
Smithfield & 

Roanoke Rapids, NC 

• 
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Eleventh Annual 
Craven 

FIRE Clnd RESCUE College 
September 24-25, 1988 

Sponsored By 

Craven Community College 

Division of Continuing Education 

in cooperation with the 

Craven County Fireman's Association 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Enrollment-The Craven Fire & Rescue College is planned for a maximum of 400 
participants with maximums for each course varying accordingly. Enrollment will be 

on a first-come, first,serve basis. Every effort will be made to accommodate the 

participants first or second choice. In the event that it is impossible to comply with the 

wishes of the participant they will be asked to make another choice. 
Fees- The registration fee is$ 15 which includes two (2) meals. Meals are provided 

on campus to reduce the time away from the instructional program. Anyone who is 

not an active member of a North Carolina fire department or rescue squad must pay 

an additional registration fee of S 15. This S 15 fee will be collected when registering 

on Saturday, September 24, 1988. 
Accommodations-Craven Community College does not have the facilities for 

overnight lodging, but there are a number of fine motels in the area. (See list 

below.) Participants are responsible for their own lodging arrangements. 
Acknowledgements-The Planning Committee wishes to thank everyone who has 

helped to make this conference possible. For special recognition we commend: 
Alpha Delta Kappa Sorority-Sunday Meal. 

Cove City Township Fire Dept.-Saturday Meal. 

New Bern Fire Dept.-Use of fire training ground and equipment. 

All Craven Co. Fire Depts.-Use of fire trucks & equipment. 

Program of Events 
Saturday, September 24, 1988 

8:00- 9:00 Registration _ •• _ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Building "8" 
(Pick Up Conference Materials) 

9:00-12:00 Classes • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • See Course Listings Below 
12:00- 1 :00 Lunch & Vendors Equipment Display • •• ••••• College Lounge 

Lunch catered by Cove City Fire & Rescue 
1 :00- 5:00 Classes Continue 

New Bern Motor Inn 
East Front Street 

638-5111 

Quality Inn Palace 
Highway 17 South 

638-1151 

Toodle's 
Funeral Home 

Funeral Directors 

A Personalized Service 
For All Faiths 

Where Dignity is Our Watchword 

Dial 793-4867 

305 Wilson Street 
Plymouth, NC 

Ramada Inn 
Hwy. 70, E. Business 

636-3637 

Red Carpet Motel 
Hwy. 17 S. 
638-8166 

Chatham 
Foods 

Inc. 
Call 742-2141 

Siler City, NC 

Laurie's Frame Shoppe & Gallery 
Ready Made & Custom Frames 

Prints & Original Art at Reasonable Rates 

228-6932 • Mebane & Chapel Hill Rd., Burlington, NC 

-FEDERAL-
PAPER BOARD COMPANY, INC. 

"'--- -
Riegelwood Operation - Riegelwood, NC 

An Equal Opportunity Employer, M1 F 

Sunday, September 25, 1988 
8:00-12:00 Classes Continue 

12:00- 1 :00 Lunch • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • College Lounge 
Catered by ADK Sorority · 

1 :00- 4:00 Classes Continue 
4:00 Conclusion 

Course 
Course "A" 

Course "B" 

Course "C" 
Couise "D" 

Course "E" 

Course "F" 

Course "G" 
Course "H" 

Course "I" 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Fire Fighting Classes 

Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Procedures 
l .P. Gas Emergencies 
(Turnout Gear Required) 

Hazardous Materials Identification 
Protective Breathing 
(Turnout Gear Required) 

Volunteer Fire Service Management 
(NFA Class. Approved for Instructor Upgrade) 

Arson Detection 

Emergency Vehicle Driver Training 

Mobile Water Supply School (Rural) 
(Protective Clothing Required) 

Service Testing Pumpers 

Course " J" 
(Protective Clothing Required. Hand-Held Calculator ii possible) 
Preparing For Incident Command 
(NFA Class. Approved for Instructor Upgrade) 

Course "K" 
Course "L" 

Dealing With Infectious Dis.eases 
Vehicle Extrication 
(Coveralls, G loves, & Eye Protectors Required) 

Course "M" 

Course "N" 
Stress Management For Emergency Services Personnel 
Burn Management 

-HOTELS-

Ziegler Motel 
1914 Trent Blvd. 

637-4498 

King's Arms 
Pollock Street 

638-4409 

Plato's 
Crash Landing 

(919) 668-9091 

Bar, Games & Sat. 
Night Dances 

7700 Boeing Dr. 
Greensboro, NC 

Sheraton Hotel & 
Marina 

Bicentennial Park 
638-3585 

Day's Inn 
925 Broad St. 

636-0150 

McGuffey's 
Lounge 

Open Nightly 11 am-2am 

(704). 697-0556 

Blue Ridge Mall 
Hendersonville, NC 

Three-fourths of the fires which occur in 
American homes are the result of Carelessness. 

SYLVA MEDICAL CENTER PA 
48 Hospital Road • Dial 586-8971 • Sylva, NC 

American Jewelry & Pawn 
Now With 2 Locations 

4574 Sunset Ave. Ext. 
Rocky Mount, NC 
919-937-448 ... 

207 Main St. 
Tarboro, NC 
919-823-7296 

1 
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A.C. Hall 
Fire Truck 

Service Testing 

Done In Your 
Community 

Call A.C. Hall 
919-5S6-S79S 

Southport 
boat fire 
hurts five 

SOUTHPORT-Two of 
those aboard the vessel re
ceived second-degree burns 
of the face and hands and 
one man sustained a frac
tured bone. Two other-s 
aboard received minor inju
ries and all were treated and 
released from Dosher Memo
rial Hospital in Southport af
ter transfer by the Southport 
Rescue Squad. 

All five passengers aboard 
a sportsfishing vessel were 
injured recently when the un
named boat suddenly explod
ed and burst into flames at 
the Southport small boat 
harbor. 

Southport volunteer fire 
chief Harold Aldridge said 
his department was alerted 
to the fire at 7:12 a.m. The 
boat had been taking fuel at 
Southport Marina. 

Aldridge said the boat'.a 
owner, Boyce Boulware of 
Charlotte, reported the 
boat's engine had been re
started and had run ten to 15 
minutes when the explosion 
occurred. 

Within seconds, the 20-foot 
Wahoo was totally involved 
in flame. 

"When we arrived the boat 
was adrift in the harbor and 
we were only able to reach it 
with a hose stream for one 
or two minutes," Aldridge 
said. About that time a fire
fighting vessel attached to 
Coast Guard Station Oak Is
land arrived on the scene and 
extinguished the flame, he 
said. 

Aldridge described the 
pleasure craft as "totally de
stroyed." The interior of the 
vessel was burned out, as 
was valuable fishing gear 
aboard and a canopy top. A 
portion of the stern was 
burned to within six inches 
of the water line. 

"The boat was still afloat 
and they were able to get it 
up onto a trailer," Aldridge 
said. "But I see no value in 
it." 

Firefighters theorize an ac
cumulation of gas fumes 
may have caused the explo
sion and fire. 

"The only thing we could 
determine was that there 
were probably some gasoline 
fumes that accumulated in 
the bilge," Aldridge said. 
"Either a spark from the bat
tery ignited it or maybe 
somebody lit up a cigarette. 
We're not sure." 






