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Support For Fire-Safe Cigarette Growing 
ALEXANDRIA, VA

Fire service support is grow
ing for federal "fire-safe" 
cigarette legislation. As a re
s ult of efforts by the Na
tional Volunteer Fire Coun
cil (NVFC), fire service or
ganizations across the coun
try have announced their en
dorsement of Congressional 
action. 

When the 100th Congress 
adjourned in October, "fire
safe" cigarette legislation 
was pending in the House of 
Representatives. H.R. 4497, 
sponsored by Reps. Rick 
Boucher (D-VA) and Tom 
Bliley (R-VA), is expected to · 
be re-introduced in the 101st 
Congress. 

The legislation proposes to 

carry out the December 1987 
recommendations of the In
ter agency Committee on 
Cigarette and Little Cigar 
Fire Safety (IAC). The IAC 
oversaw a study by the Cen
ter for Fire Research, Na
tional Bureau of Standards, 
to determine if, and how, 
cigarettes might be made 
more "fire safe." 

The IAC's recommenda
tions, which are incorpo
rated in the proposed bill, in
clude developing a validated 
test method to measure ciga
rettes' propensity to ignite 
upholstered fu rniture and 
mattr esses; testing smoke 
from modified cigarettes; 
and continuing research to 
improve the tracking of ciga-
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Let U s Hear 
From You · 

Please feel free to submit any story or pictures to us for 
publication in this paper. We may not receive information on 
your department that you feel would be of interest to others, 
so we ask that you send items of interest to us. 

We reserve the right to edit any material submitted to us. 
Please note that when submitting a newspaper clipping we 
need to know the name of the newspaper, the town it is 
located in and the date of the article. We also need to know 
who wrote it if it has a byline. If you submit original photo
graphs, please make a note on the back of each photo if you 
want them returned. 

Let us hear from you. We appreciate your support. 

Changing Address? 
PLEASE STAPLE OLD 
ADDRESS LABEL HERE 

New Address: 

Name ____________________ _ 

P.O. Box c,:-
Street Address ________________ _ 

City, ________ State_-=----- Zip ____ _ 

rette-related fires over time. 
According to NVFC Chair

man E. James Monihan, 
"The technical work con
ducted to date has been a 
good start. But more needs to 
be done. Fire service organi
zations that endorse this leg
islation are telling Congress, 
'The federal government 
should see this job through 
to the end.' " 

Following introduction of 
the Boucher/Bliley legisla
tion in April 1988, NVFC 
wrote to members of the Con
gressional Fire Services Cau
cus urging its prompt pas
sage. NVFC Board members 
also contacted fire service or
ganizations in their states, 

encouraging them to endorse 
the measure. 

Among the organizations 
that have joined the NVFC 
in endorsing the Boucher/ 
Bliley legislation are the In
ternational Society of Fire 
Service Instructors, Interna
tional Association of Fire 
Fighters (AFL-CIO), Great 
Lakes Division of the Inter
national Association of Fire 
Chiefs, New York State Asso
ciation of Fire Chiefs, Cali
fornia State Firemen's Asso
ciation and Illinois Fire In
spectors Association. 

Also supporting the fed
eral legislation are the Fire
men's and Fire Marshals' 
Association of Texas, New 

Jersey Chiefs Association, 
Penn,sylvania State Fire 
Fighters Association, Fire
men's Legislative Council of 
Pennsylvania, Oregon Fire 
Chiefs' Association, Wash
ington State Fire Fighters' 
Association, Delaware Vol
unteer Firemen's Associa
tion and several other state 
fire servke organizations 
and officials. 

"We believe the growing 
fire service support has 
helped stimulate congres
sional support of this federal 
'fire-safe' cigarette legisla
tion." 
Submitted By: 
Carolyn P erroni 
Nat. Vol . Fire Council 

Fire Department · 
Develops Safety Device 

HICKORY, N C-Mem
bers of the Hickory Fire De
partment have designed and 
manufactured a new safety 
device which will reduce fire
fighter injuries. The inven
tion was a joint effort be
tween Chief Tom Hardin, 
Captain Donald Brown, and 
Maintenance Officer Rick 
Huffman. The new device 
dubbed the "Cla rk Stra p," 
was designed in response to 
a serious injury incurred by 
F ir efighter Wayne Cla rk 
while attaching a hose line 
to a fire hydrant. Firefighter 
Clark was serving as a vol
unteer firefighte r for 
Longview Fire Department 
at the time of the accident. 
Clark, following standard 
fire service procedures, 
wrapped his hose line around 
the hydrant and stood on the 
end, while the fire truck 
pulled away from the scene. 
Rather than smoothly drop
ping off the back o:ithe truck, 

the hose snagged in the hose 
bed causing the end Clark 
was standing on to pull loose 
and sling around the hy
drant. The centrifugal force 
accelerated the brass hose 
coupling to a very high speed 
before it struck Firefighter 
Clark in the leg. 

The resulting injury left· 
Clark hospitalized and ulti
mately led to two skin grafts. 
To date Firefighter Clark has 
missed 3½ months work a nd 
is s till unable to return. Upon 
hearing of the injury th e 
Hickory Fire Department 
Staff set out to design a 
safety device that would pre
vent future such injuries, 
which are not uncommon in 
fire departments across the 
nation. 

The answer was the spe
cial safety strap which grips 
both hose and hydrant allow
ing the firefighter to stand 
clear. The strap is designed 
to be quickly removed so no 

valuable time is lost in mak
ing the hydrant connection: 
The strap also allows attach
men ts of necessary hand 
tools to the strap so firefight
ers aren't burdened by carry
ing several different objects 
to the hydrant. 

The strap was designed by 
Chief Tom Hardin with the 
assistance of Maintenance 
Officer Rich Huffman. Cap
tain Donald Brown manu
factured the straps, named 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek 
the "Clark Strap." 

Accordin g to Chief Har
din, sufficient straps will be 
manufactured to pr ovide one 
for every Hickory fire truck 
as well as providing one as a 
gift to the Longview Fire De
partment. The design will be 
made available to other fire 
departments which may 
copy it. 

Submitted By: 
Hickory Vol. Fire Dept. 

The "Clark Strap," developed by members of the Hickory, N.C. Volunteer Fire Department. 
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Help Prove Public Fire Education Works Haw River 
Honors Two ARLINGTON, VA-Do 

fire department public educa
tion programs retl lly get peo
ple to improve their fire 
safety behavior? What i,ard 
evidence is there to use in ar
guing for more public educa-

ChargesCause 
Concern In 
Oxford Area 

By Janet Blackmon 
Henderson Daily 

Dispatch 
Staff Writer 

OXFORD, NC-Fire pro
tection assessment for indus
tries in Oxford has con
cerned the Industry Division 
of the Granville County 
Chamber of Commerce in its 
recent meetings. 

David Williams, division 
chairman, told the board of 
directors recently that the di
vision has discovered that 
the city has formed a com
mittee to increase the fire 
protection assessments the 
industries are paying. The 
committee has not made any 
recommendations, however, 
and the city's industries are 
in a holding period until they 
are told how much the fire 
protection charge will be. 

Williams said he had 
mailed a letter to Oxford 
Mayor Allie Ellington in
forming him of the division's 
concerns. 

Ellington said that the city 
is considering increasing the 
industries' assessments and 
the committee will be meet
ing with industry division 
representatives soon. 

He said the total for all the 
industries' fire protection 
costs are now less than 
$15,000 and the city is con
sidering increasing that 
amount considerably, al
though h_e would not say how 
much since the division and 
committee have not met. 

The increase, if approved 
by the city commissioners, 
will be effective in January, 
Ellington said. 

In addition, Williams said 
the division has also written 
a letter to City Manager Tho
mas Ragland requesting a 
presentation on the steps the 
city takes to test the waste
water from the industries. 

Williams said the division 
is concerned about the test
ing since one industry, Ban
dag, was told its wastewater 
contained chemicals that it 
doesn't produce. Williams 
added the division is concern 
that certain chemicals are in 
the city's incoming water. 

Ellington said this morn
ing that the city contracts 
with Hydro Management 
Services, which has been un
der contract with the city for 
three years and recently re
ceived a month-by-month ex
tension on its contract for 
wastewater testing. 

tion resources? What charac
terizes successful public edu
cation programs? 

from public educators and 
other fire officers who have 
evaluated their own public 
education programs or know 
of ~hers who have. Contact 
Tri. ata Corporation, 1500 
Wilson Boulevard, Arling-

ton, Virginia 22209 or call 
(703) 841-2975. 

Submitted By: 
Hollis Stambaugh 
TriData 

HAW RIVER, N.C.-The 
Haw River Fire Department 
held its annual Christmas 
Party where the following 
awards were given. 

To answer these questions, 
TriData Corporation of Ar
lington, Virginia, is trying to 
identify fire departments 
across the country that have 
evaluated their public educa
tion programs quantita
tively. While fire depart
ments from time to time con
duct in-house evaluations of 
the impact of their public 
education programs, these 
studies seldom get published. 

Man Arrested In 
Firing At Firefighters 

Phillip Snead 
Officer of The Year: 
Firefighter Of The Year: 
Co-winner of EMT of The 
Year: 

Phillip joined the depart
ment in 1981. He joined the 
Fire Department EMS pro
gram also in 1981. Phillip is 
the Chairman of the Fire De
partment EMS program. he 
holds the rank of Captain in 
the fire department. He is one 
of the three paid firefighters 
for the Town of Haw River. 
He is married and has 2 chil
dren and lives on Keck Rd. 
in Haw River. 

"We know the evidence is 
out there," says Phil Schaen
man, President of TriData. 
"If we can get help in finding 
it, we'll be able to provide a 
rich source of information 
both to win support for pub
lic education and to provide 
insights into the characteris
tics of successful public edu
cation programs. Any fire de
partment whose information 
we use will be given full 
credit in our report and a 
chance to review it before 
publication." 

The new research project, 
being conducted under a 
grant from the Tobacco Insti
tute' s -Fire Safety Education 
'Program, is expected to be 
complete with release of a 
project report next fall. Previ
ous TriData studies spon
sored by this program in
clude Overcoming Barriers 
to Public Fire Education and 
International Concepts in 
Fire Protection. These stud
ies revealed a lack of hard 
evidence for fire officials to 
use to drum up support for 
local prevention education 
programs. 

Schaenman says TriData 
would appreciate hearing 

Danny Mayes 
Asheboro Courier

-Tribune 
Staff Writer 

HILLSVILLE, NC-A 
Trinity area man was ar
rested recently and charged 
with firing a rifle at four Tab
ernacle Volunteer Fire De
partment firefighters who 
had been fighting a fire at his 
residence on a recent eve
ning. 

Det. Sgt. Gary Harris of 
the Randolph County Sher
iffs Department said Clifton 
A. Biggerstaff, Rt. 1, Trinity 
was charged with four felony 
counts of assault with a fire
arm on a fireman. Bigger
staff, who was released on a 
$2,500 unsecured bond, also 
was charged with communi
cating threats, a misde
meanor. 

Michael Hoover, chief of 
the Tabernacle Fire Depart
ment. said that he and some 
of his firefighters were called 
to assist Guil-Rand Fire De
partment with a fire off 
Hoover Hill Road. 

Hoover said Tabernacle 
firefighter Charles McDaniel 
arrived first in his personal 
vehicle. Timothy McDowell, 

International 
Fire Protection 
Engineering Institute 

BOSTON, MA-Dele
gates from around the world 
will gather at Carleton Uni
versity, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, May 21-31, 1989 to 
exchange state-of-the-art ex
pertise in fire protection engi
neering at the fifth Interna
tional Fire Protection Engi
neering Institute (IFPEI-V). 

Sixty-five speakers from 13 
counties will address sub
jects in the areas of risk as
sessment, fire _behavior, 
smoke control, suppression 
systems, fire suppression 

' and applications, detection 
and alarm, fire departments, 
special hazards, and con
struction. A one-day field trip 
is scheduled to the Fire Re
search Field Station of the 
National Research Council, 
Canada. 

Sponsors are: Brand-Ver
hutungs-Dienst fur Industrie 
and Gewerbe (BVD), Switzer
land; National Fire Protec-

tion Association (NFPA), 
USA; Society of Fire Protec
tion Engineers (SFPE), USA; 
Technisch Bureau ter Bevor
dering van Schdepreventie 
(TBBS), The Netherlands, 
and the University of Mary
land, USA. 

The Conference language 
is English and the registra
tion fee is US $485.00 (C 
$597.00). Accommodations 
at Carleton University are 
extra. To register or for fur
ther information, contact: In
stitute Secretariat, Society of 
Fire Protection Engineers, 60 
Batterymarch Street, Bos
ton, MA 02110, USA. Tele
phone: (617) 482-0686; FAX: 
(617) 482-9303. 

Submitted By: 
D. Peter Long 
Exec. Director 
Society of Fire Protection 
Engineers 

a passing motorist, also 
stopped to assist. 

"The firemen went in the 
woods and were trying to put 
out the fire when a man came 
up to them and told them to 
get off his property," Sgt. 
Bruce McPherson said. 
McDaniels told the man he 
was trying t put out a fire. 

The two men had almost 
extinguished the blaze and 
were attempting to leave to 
tell Hoover, who was en route 
to the scene, of the situation. 

Hoover and the firefight
ers met in the driveway of the 
residence, where a woman 
told them to get off her prop
erty. "She said if she needed 
the fire department she 
would get them," Hoover 
said. "She told me it was pri
vate property and to get in 
my car and leave," Hoover 
said. 

At that time approxi
mately five shots were fired, 
McPherson reported. 

Firefighters McDaniels 
and Tim Owenby, who could 
not be contacted, told depu
ties they heard the gunfire 
and the shots which they 
said came close to them, 
McPherson said. 

"At first it sounded like a 
firecracker maybe, and then 
I realized what it was," 
Hoover said. "And then I re
alized what it was. No man 
in his right mind wouldn't be 
scared." 

Harris said Biggerstaff 
told him he was burning a 
stump at his home and that 
he fired several shots in the 
air with his .22-caliber rifle 
to scare the firefighters. 

Ronnie Wade 
Rookie of the Year: 
Co-winner of EMT of The 
Year: 

Ronnie joined the depart
ment in 1987 and became a 
member of the fire depart
ments EMS program also in 
1987. Ronnie works for the 
City of Burlington at the 
East Burlington Waste 
Treatment Plant. He is mar
ried and has one daughter, 
they live on Terrywood R..£1. 
in Haw River. 

These awards were voted 
on by t.he department's 27 
Firefighters. Both men are 
Volunteers With The Haw 
River Volunteer Fire Depart
ment. 

Submitted By: 
DavidL.Ray 
Chief of Haw River 
Fire Department 

SHORE TIME-VIDEO 
Phone 327-2934 

106 Topsail Way Shopping Center 
Sneads Ferry, North Carolina 

Martin 
Community College 

"Equal Opportunity Employer" 

Phone 919/ 792-1521 
Kahukee Park Road 

Williamston, North Carolina 27892 
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Field Fire 
Gets Out 
Of Hand 

ADVANCE, NC-A con
trolled burning got out of 
hand off Underpass Road on 
Friday, Nov. 11. 

Firemen from five fire de
partments were called to help 
extinguish the blaze, which 
charred several acres about 
a mile offN.C. 801, where the 
road becomes dirt. 

Advance firemen were first 
to get the call. They were 
backed up soon thereafter by 
Smith Grove, and later by 
firefighters from Cornatzer
Dulin and Farmington de
partments. 

A Cut Above 
Perms• Shaping • Trimming 

Tinting • Coloring • Manicures 
Hrs: Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30 

Phone 693-4313 

600 Howard Gap Rd. 

Hendersonville, NC 

Maria's 
Restaurant 

Open Sun.-Thur. 10 to 10 
Fri. & Sat. IO to 11 

Call (919) 622-2000 

537 South Greensboro 
Liberty, North Carolina 

Cafe Express 
Open-Mon.-Fri. 6 to 6 

Sat. 6 to 5 

Phone 227-4216 

Highway 49 
Burlington, NC 

Cape Escape 
Realty 

(919) 987-2336 

Rentals, Sales & 
Property Management 

P.O. Box 5 
Salvo, North Carolina 

East Carolina 
Supply Company 

- Hardware Distributor-

Phone 793-2175 

in Plymouth, 
North Carolina 

CAROLINA RURAL FIREMAN 

This field fire blazed out of hand one afternoon off Underpass Rood in Advance. 

Ray's 
Auto Parts 
919-7S3-4177 

122 W. Wilson 
Farmville, NC 27828 

The Inn At 
Bingham School 

Bed and Breakfast 
Listed Notional Registry 
Restored 18th Century 

Headmasters Home 

Ten Min. from Chapel Hill 
Box 267, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 

Member NC Bed & Breakfast Ass'n. 

Phone (919) 563-5583 

Hargis 
Construction, Inc. 
Residential-Commercial 

Grading • Excavating 
Backhoe• Dozer Dump Truck 

Dial 934-1593 
Smithfield, NC 

Compliments of 

Wade Biggs 
Logging 
(919) 927-4485 

Route 1, Box 463 
Pinetown, NC 

Englehard Mattamuskeet 
Seafood Fish Packers 

Phone 919-925-6401 or 
919-925-6541 

Route 1, Box 136-A 
Swanquarter, NC 27885 

ROBINSON 
HOSIERY MILL 

Phone 874-2228 

Box 230 
Valdese, NC 

BLUE'S 
Country Kitchen 

919-843-3025 

P. O_ Box 376 
Shannon, NC 28386 

N.C. Insuranc.e 
Associates 

Inc. 

704-328-1618 

P. 0 . Box 189 
Conover, NC 28613 
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Applied Technical Famous Subs 
Sciences, Inc. & Pizzas 
(919) 489-9090 (919) 566-4965 

P.O. Box 2582 402 E. Washington St. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515 LaGrange, NC 28551 

The Take Five 
Cleora Sterling Arcade 

Corporation (919) 738-3554 

967-8988 OPEN: Mon-Sat 9:30-9 
Sunday 1-6 

Route 11, Box 206-B 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

Biggs Park Mall 
Lumberton, NC 

Carolina AYDEN 
Concrete Pipe POOL HALL 

704-375-9331 919-746-2228 

P. 0 . Box 26307 229 South Lee St. 
Charlotte, NC 28213 Auden, NC 28513 

Haywood Park McGuffey's . 
Hotel & Promenade 

Lounge Elegance 
Comes Back Downtown Open Nightly I Iam-2am 
Executive Meeting Space 

(704) 697-0556 
252-2522 

One Battery Park Ave. Blue Ridge Mall 
Asheville, NC 28801 Hendersonville, NC 
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PRACTICE TIME 
HENDERSON, NC

This fire is real, but it's no 
cause for alarm. The fire
fighters set the house on fire 
on purpose as an on-the-job 
training exercise for new fire
fighters. Some of the newer 
mem hers of the Vance 
County and Henderson Fire 
departments got in lot of 
practice recently on this 
house on this house on North 
Chestnut Street. Fir~fighters 
from the Watkins Volunteer 
Fire Department also helped 
by 1:>ringing a tanker, needed 
because of low water pres
sure in that part of the city. 
The house was located be
hind City Road United Meth
odist Church, near the Chest
nut intersection with North 
Garnett Street. About 20 fire
fighters were involved in the 
exercise which lasted much 
of the day. 

Action 
Mechanical 

Inc.· 
(9-19) 229-4993 

17S0 W. Webb Ave. 
Burlington, NC 27216 

R. H. Barringer 
Distributing Co. 

Inc. 

919-449-4209 

P. 0. Box 9-8 
Burlington, NC 27216-0009 

CAROLINA RURAL FIREMAN 

Firefighters work at putting out this practice fire. Daily Dispatch Photos by Ricky Stilley and Katherine Edwards 

XTC Nightclub 

919-294-2336 

Open: Mon-Sot 9om-2:30 

2S 19 High Point Rd. 
Greensboro, NC 

Appalachian 
Outdoor 

Advertising Co. 

-Outdoor Advertising~ 

(704) 728-4269 

Lenoir, NC 

Plans Not 
Something To Hide 

DURHAM, NC-Secrecy 
surrounding the Durham 
Fire Department's proposed 
staff increases has turned 
out to be just one more case 
of government paranoia. 

Chief Nathaniel Th
ompson presented his re
quest for 12 more firefighters 
to the City Council's Finance 
Committee recently. The 
plan-which won't add any
thing to the current city 
budget but will increase 
spending about $34,000 an
nually in coming years
won the committee's endorse
ment. 

An accompanying five
year plan that includes per
sonnel and equipment needs 
was also well-received al
though the committee made 
no recommendation on it. 

Currituck Shores 
Leisure Resort 

P. 0 . Box 612 
Grandy, NC 27939 

(919) 453-2111 

Tony's 
Billiard Parlor 

704-398-2547 

Rt. 5, Moores Chapel Loop 
Charlotte, NC 

- Open-
l pm to l om, 7 Days a Week 

Before he made his pro
posal public, Thompson com
plained about the attention 
it received from the media 
and the Durham Firefighters 
Association. Other city offi
cials also declined to discuss 
the plan. 

Thompson's rationale was 
that publicity would jeopard
ize the plans. That could still 
happen, but the initial recep
tion indicates that he'll prob
ably get at least most of what 
he wants. 

Most ofit also is needed as 
Durham grows. 

The discouraging aspect of 
the controversy is the city of
ficials' apparent desire to 
avoid public discussion of 
public business for as long as 
possible. 

Winston Motel 
We Appreciate Our 

Firemen 

Phone 723-1878 

1-40 Hwy. 158 East 
Winston-Salem, NC 

Compliments of 

Countryside Village 
Retirement 
Community 
Phone 643-6301 

7700 Hwy 158 
Stokesdale, North Carolina 
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Department 
Honors Businesses 

BURLINGTON, NC
Various area businesses 
were honored recently with a 
reception at the Burlington 
Fire Department headquar
ters for donations to a books 
for fire safety program spon
sored by the fire department. 

As part of the program, of
ficial fire safety manuals 
will be given to all children 
in the Burlington City 
Schools who are in grades 
kindergarten through five. 
The books give tips on how 
children should avoid fires 
and ways to escape fires 
should they break out. 

Among the businesses con
tributing to the program 

. were: Adhesive Technologies 
Corporation; Annedeen Ho
siery Mills; BB&T; MBOC; 
Brown Wooten Mills; 
Burlington Industries; 
Burlington Manufacturers 
Outlet Center; Burlington 
Motors; Carolina Biological 
Supply; Central Carolina 
Bank; Chandler Concrete; 
Community Federal Savings 
& Loan; David Wescott 
Buick & Isuzu; Financial 
First Federal Savings Bank; 
Firequip; Glen Raven Mills; 
Golden Corral; Haywood 
Simpson Insurance; Heilig
Meyers Furniture; Holt Ho
siery Mills; James L. Mas
sey; Kayser-Roth Hosiery; 
Matkins Glass; NCNB Na
tional Bank; Newlin Hard
ware; Newton's Fire & Safety 
Equi...._pX'ft._•~t.; N:..ob.o'-e 'P---. 

tiac-Dodge; Pickett Hosiery 
Mills; Piedmont Natural 
Gas; Pioneer Savings Bank; 
Preferred Savings Bank; 
R.H. Barringer Distributing 
Co.; Roche Biomedical Labs; 

Beauty World 
Discount 

(919) 683-3281 

1414 Avondale Dr. 
Durham, NC 2770 l 

Colonial 
Restaurant 

919-482-8010 

Rt. 2, Box 28 
Edenton, NC 27932 

GRANT'S 
POOLROOM 

Owner- Grant Thorpe 

(919) 997-5571 

204 Pinetop Ave. 
Rockingham, NC 28379 
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Fire Destroys Family's House 
By Meredith Barkley 

Staff Writer 

GREENSBORO, NC
Michael McCormick couldn't 
bear to look. 

It was a recent morning . 
and he had gone to inspect 
the burned out hull of the 
two-story frame house in 
western Guilford County 
that his family had rented 
for nine years. But no sooner 
had he arrived and beheld 
the charred embers, singed 
furniture, burned clothes, 
then he turned and left. 

"It was emotional," he 
said. 

The fire, which one of his 
sons accidentally started on · 
the front porch, roared 
through the front living 
room and bedroom. 

It then moved upstairs to 
two bedrooms and, finally, 
into the attic and through the 
roof. 

The kitchen was spared 
fire damage, but the heat was 
so intense it melted a pile of 
pennies. A pet kitten was 
found dead, huddled under a 
table against the far wall of 
the kitchen. 

"The house is gutted .on the 
inside," said Roger Duncan, 
assistant chief of the Deep 
River Fire Department. His 
department along with the 
Colfax Fire Department 
fought the fire. 

The front part of the house, 
hammered together with 
long wooden pegs, was built 
in 1865 and once served as a 
school, Duncan said. 

No one was injured in the 
blaze. But McCormick, his 
wife, Mary, and their four 
children lost everything. 
They had rented the house on 
Pegg Road near the intersec
tion of Gallimore Dairy Road 
and had no insurance on its 
contents. 

They'll no doubt eventu
ally replace most of their 

Medlin 
Drug Store 

Phone 867-6356 

1514 York Road 
Gastonia, NC 

S. T. WOOTEN 
CONSTRUCTION 

CO., INC. 
Highway Construction 
Water - Sewer lines 

Main Office: 
Black Creek Road 

Wilson, NC 

Other Locations: 

Henderson-Sims 
Smithfield & 

Roanoke Rapids, NC 

losses-their clothes, the 
new living room furniture. 
Friends and others in the 
community already were re
sponding to their need with 
clothes and other items. 
Someone even gave them a 
new washer and dryer. 

"Everyone's been just 
great," said McCormick, 37. 
But the baby pictures of the 
children, the 25 baseball tro
phies McCormick's sons won 
through the years ... all 
gone. 

"They were tickled to 

Video Tape 
Made Available 

YORK, PA-Volunteer 
Firemen's Insurance Service, · 
Inc. announces a limited 
number of video tapes are 
available of the VFIS Sep
tember 13, 1988 teleconfer
ence on National Fire Protec
tion Association (N.F.P.A.) 
1500 Standard on Fire De
partment Occupational 
Safety and Health Program. 

The two-hour video tape in
cludes a review of each chap
ter of the Standard. Feature 
panelists include Chief Alan 
Brunacini, State Fire Com
mission er Charles (Chet) 
Henry, Training Director 
Anthony Granito, Chief 
Henry Sheffield and Attor
ney D. Michael Craley dis
cussing the issues and re
sponding to viewers' ques
tions on N.F.P.A. 1500. 

The video tapes will be 
available January 2, 1989 at 
twenty dollars, including 
shipping. Checks or Money 
Orders should be made pay
able to VFIS. Orders must in
clude your full mailing ad
dress, phone number, and 
payment must be enclosed. 
All orders should be sent to: 
VFIS, P.O. Box 2726, York, 
PA 17405, Attn: Tamela 
Monroe. 

Submitted By: 
Glatfelter 
Insurance Group 

Grier 
Funeral 
Service 

Phone 283-5423 

704 Walkup Avenue 
Monroe, NC 28110 

HUGH'S 
SHEET METAL 

INC. 

872-4621 

1312 Barkley Road 
Statesville, NC 

death over those things," 
McCormick said of the tro
phies. 

The fire started soon after 
his sons John, 5 and Joshua, 
9, got home from Colfax Ele
mentary School. 

Both Michael McCormick 
and his wife were at work
he at Southern Foods and 
she at McDonalds. Only min
utes later, John and Joshua 
would have left for their 
grandparents house to spend 
the rest of the afternoon, Mi
chael McCormick said. 

After dropping off their 
books, John headed out to 
play. The child had a book 
of matches with him, 
McCormick said. 

After five minutes, Joshua, 
who was in the living room, 
heard glass breaking. It was 
his bedroom window. 
Alarmed, he looked outside 
and saw flames shooting up 
the outside of the front of the 
house. 

"John had been outside 
playing and accidentally set 
something on fire," 
McCormick explained. The 
youngster had inadvertently 
set fire to an old sofa that 
had been put out on the con
crete front porch to be hauled 
away. 

Joshua grabbed a bucket 
of water and tried to douse 
the flames, McCormick said, 
but it was not use. So he and 
John ran a half mile to their 
grandparents house where 
McCormick's sister, Doris 
Orner, dialed 911 and re
ported the fire. 

By then it was too late. 
"In 15 minutes time, the 

whole front of the house was 
consumed in fire," Michael 
McCormick said. "That's the 
first time John ever did any
thing like that. It really tore 
him up." 

"They didn't sleep too 
good, Mary McCormick said. 
"They tossed and turned all 
night." 

The couple's daughter, Re
becca, 3, was at her babysit
ter's when the fire broke out, 
and another son, Kevin 11, 

Klassy Kuts 
Tanning & Hair Styling 

8 to 9 Mon.-Fri. 
8 to -4 on Sat. 

Call _778-7932 

Highway 111 South 
Goldsboro, NC 

LASSITER LIGHTNING 
PROTECTION. 

MANUFACTURING 'co./ 
Call 919-658-3082 

Route 3, Box 32 

Mount Olive, N.C. 28365 

was at Northwest Middle 
School. 

After 13 years of marriage, 
the fire knocked the 
McCormicks down at a time 
when they finally were about 
to free themselves from debt. 

"We had just about paid all 
our bills," the father said. 
"We had about $600 to $700 
left to go. Everything was 
looking great. The last 13 
years hasn't been easy. 
Seems like every time we get 
going something happens." 

"This just about wiped us 
out," Mary McCormick said. 

"Can't get much lower, can 
you?" Michael McCormick 
added. "Tell parents to sit 
down and have ~ good talk 
with their kids about playing 
with fire. It can destroy eve
rything you have, plus it can 
kill." 

Those wanting to donate 
clothes or household goods 
can telephone the Deep River 
Fire Department at 454-1949. 
The McCormick Trust Fund 
has been set up by Southern 
National Bank ofN.C. Dona
tions can be made at any 
branch or can be mailed to 
Southern National Bank of 
N.C., 606 College Road, 
Greensboro, N.C. 27410. 

Fire Breaks 
Out At Plant 

WILMINGTON, NC-A 
dust-collecting machine 
caught fire recently at a gyp
sum wallboard manufactur
ing plant on Sunnyvale 
Drive. No one was injured. 

The machine had been 
turned off for cleaning when 
flames erupted around 1:15 
p.m. at the Gold Bond Build
ing Products Division. Dust 
apparently had backed up in 
the collector, causing it to 
overheat and ignite the bags 
inside. 

"That will happen ifit goes 
over a certain temperature," 
said plant manager Bill Dun
gan. 

Continued on page 7 
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Fire D_estroys Shop 

By Peggy Gosselin 

CANTON, NC-Dan 
Warren's dreams literally 
went up in smoke recently 
when his business was de
stroyed by fire. 

Warren's Paint & Body 
Shop, located on Hwy. 19-23 
justeastofCanton, was com
pletely consumed by flames 
when a welding spark came 
in contact with paint lacquer 
or some other form of thinner 
or solvent, said Center Pi
geon Fire Chief Wayne Dot
son. 

The afternoon blaze was 
reported at 12:57 p.m., Dot
son said. Four trucks and 17 
meh immediately rushed to 
the scene of the fire, along 
with two trucks from Can
ton, two trucks and 10 men 
from North Canton and a 
truck with eight firefighters 
from Clyde. 

Firefighters contained the 
fire within an hour, but con
tinued to monitor the smol
dering embers throughout 
the evening. Dotson said. 

"Anyone that thinks metal 
won't burn is wrong," War
ren said as hew atched a bull
dozer begin to clear away the 
rubbish and debris. 

The fire spread so rapidly. 
Warren said, that he and oth
ers were unable to get two ve
hicles out of the building. 
One was an old expensively 
restored pickup truck which 
already had about $5,000 
worth of work in it. 

Warren was also unable to 
retrieve any of his tools 
trapped inside the heated in
ferno. 

Power was interrupted 
briefly for neighboring resi
dences while firefighters at
tempted to get inside the 
building, Dotson said. 

The future looks bleak for 
Warren, who noted that he 
nor the building's owner, J .L. 
Westmoreland, had insur
ance on the structure. 

"There isn't much profit in 
a small business like this to 
begin with," Warren said. "I 
just don't know what I'll do 
now." 

Slates tone 
Farm Supply 

Call 919-927-4470 

Rt. 4 Box 758 
Washington, NC 27889 

COMMUNI 
CARE 

(704) 264-0566 

P.O. Box 2210 
Boone, NC 28607 
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100 Flee Fire· 
In Durham 

By Kammie Michael 
Durham Herald 

Staff Writer 

DURHAM, NC-A 
kitchen fire grew into clouds 
of thick, choking smoke that 
filled the Eagle Manor 
boarding house on Pilot 
Street recently, causing the 
evacuation of about 100 peo
ple. Two Durham firefighters 
were injured, and six resi
dents were overcome by 
smoke. 

No one was hospitalized. 
The fire began about 10 

p.m. in the first-floor kitchen 
of the former Durham Busi
ness College dormitory, 
which contains more than 
lO0rooms. 

Kevin Langley, the night 
manager, said a pan of 
grease apparently caught on 
fire. 

"I knocked on every door I 
could get to. It must have 
been 20 rooms," Langley 
said. "There were no fire ex
tinguishers on the first 
floor." 

A second-floor resident, 
Wendell McFarland, said he 
tried to throw blankets on the 
fire, but it spread too quickly. 

When firefighters arrived, 
the kitchen was in flames 
and smoke had spread 
throughout the three-story 
dormitory. 

Assistant Durham Fire 
Chief William A. Bibby III 
said firefighters made a 
quick; sweeping search of the 
building, warning residents 
to evacuate. 

Firefighters then made a 
more thorough check of all 
three floors. 

"They checked the broom 
closets. They went through 
every room," Bibby said. 

Firefighters rescued six 
residents from their rooms 
on the third floor. 

"They were all conscious, 
just disoriented," Bibby said. 

Battalion Chief J.M. Beck 

Real's Varieties 
Live Bait & Fisher's Tackle 

Mon.-Sat. 6am-11 :30pm 
Sun. Sam-11 :30pm 

637-7513 

429 N. Salisbury Ave. 
Spencer, N.C. 

WIGGINS 
Floor Care Service 

Residential- Commercial 
Sales & Service 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Ernest Wiggins-Owner 
Over 20 Years Experience 

Dial 792-7367 
404 Jones Street 
Williamston, N.C. 

said a rescue method called 
"buddy-breathing" was used 
to bring one resident to 
safety. A firefighter, E. F. De
lucia, helped the resident 
breathe by sharing her air 
mask as they negotiated 
three flights of stairs to 
safety. 

Two residents were 
trapped in a room at the back 
corner of the third floor. The 
two men clung to a window 
frame while firefighters 
raised a ladder to the win
dow. 

"You're all right. You're all 
right," one firefighter yelled 
to the men as they tried to 
climb out the window onto 
an air conditioner vent be
fore the ladder was in place. 

In the end, the firefighters 
did not use the ladder. They 
were able to take the men 
through the building to the 
fresh air outside. 

Bibby said the search of 
the building took about 30 
minutes. 

Firefighter A. J. Green 
pulled a chest muscle when 
he kicked in a door while fire
fighters were searching the 
building. Firefighter Steve 
Peeler suffered a minor leg 
injury. 

The fire completely de
stroyed the kitchen, which 
was beside the front en
trance. The rest of the build
ing received smoke damage. 

Residents stood outside the 
building, not knowing if they 
would be able to return to 
their smoky rooms during 
the night. 

Six engine companies were 
sent to the three-alarm fire, 
and 28 firefighters were at 
the scene. 

At 11:30 p.m.,.hundreds of 
nearby residents were stand
ing in the street watching. 
All the boarding house occu
pants were outside. The fire 
was out, but firefighters con
tinued to battle the thick, 
gray smoke filling the build
ing. 

Pilot Knob 
Inn 

A Bed & Breakfast Inn 

919-325-2502 

P. 0. Box 1280 
Pilot Mountain, NC 27041 

The 
Steak Barn 

Open 7 Days a Week 
The Best Sunday Luncheon Buffet 

In Wilson 

Prime Rib-Seafood 
Charcoal Steak 
Phone 237-5935 

Highway 201, South 
Wilson, NC 
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Exploding lighter caused 
Blaze at Stem home 

By Paul Bonner 
Durham Sun 
Staff Writer 

STEM, NC-Fire officials 
said recently an exploding 
cigarette lighter tossed onto 
a bed apparently caused a re
cent fire that destroyed the 
home of 87-year-old Lessie 
Riley. 

Kenneth Harp, a deputy 
with the Gran ville County 
Sheriffs Department and 
volunteer with the Stem Vol
unteer Fire Department, said 
relatives told firefighters the 
fire began when Mrs. Riley's 
adult daughter, Ruby Riley, 
lit a cigarette in a bedroom 
and the lighter exploded. 

Apparently Ruby Riley 
was frightened and threw 
the lighter on a bed, which 
caught fire, Harp said. 

The flam1.:s spread quickly, 
engulfing the bedroom and 
coming out windows and 
eves by the time Harp, one 
of the first firefighters to ar
rive, got there. Firefighters 
were unable to contain the 
blaze. 

"Once it burnt through the 
roof, it spread like wildfire," 
Harp said. 

Meanwhile, a 4-H Club is 
collecting clothing and other 
items for Mrs. Riley and her 
two adult children who lived 
with her. 

Mildren Carden, a member 
of the Stem Sunrisers 4-H 
Club, said people wishing to 
donate items or get more in
formation can call her at 528-
3703; Mrs. Dorothy Suitt
Mrs. Riley's daughter-at 
528-1796; or 4-H member 
Linda Reeves at 528-1901 af
ter 3 p.m. 

Ms. Carden said Mrs. Riley 
discovered the fire sometime 
between 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. at 
her home, whose mailing ad
dress is Route 6, Box 820, Bell 
Town Road, Oxford. 

She said Mrs. Riley called 
her daughter, Dorothy Suitt, 
and son-in-law, O'Neal Suitt, 
who live next door, and told 
them her house was on fire, 

Reynolda 
Grill 

919-922-4391 

3625 Reynolda Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

Associated Health Focus 

(919) 537-0461 

Physical Therapy 
Speech Therapy 
Fitness Center 

1116 East 10th St. 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 

said Susan Couch, Mrs. 
Suitt's daughter. 

By the time the Suitts ran 
next door, the house was 
: .illy in flames, Ms. Couch 
said. Firefighters from the 
Stem Volunteer Fire Depart
ment were joined by the 
Providence Fire Department 
in battling the blaze. 

Mrs. Riley sand her chil
dren, Ruby Riley and Ray
mond Riley, got out of the 
house safely, but they and 
the Suitts were treated for 
smoke inhalation at Gran
ville County General Hospi
tal. 

One firefighter also was 
treated for smoke inhalation 
and another for a cut hand, 
Ms. Carden said. 

Fire Breaks 
Out At Plant 

Continved from page 6 

"It just took off," said 
Capt. E. J. Vosnock of the 
Wilmington Fire Depart
ment. "It melted itself 
down." 

Part of the roof was torn 
back to ensure the fiberboard 
in the ceiling had not caught 
fire. 

Firefighters feared the 
flames would spread to the 
roof or through the grid-type 
floors, but the blaze did not 
cause any structural damage 
to the five-story building, 
said Lt. I. H. Bordeaux of the 
Fire Department. 

"It burned in both direc
tions-up and down," Bor
deaux said. 

Twelve firefighters, using 
three engines and an aerial 
platform, worked to put out 
the fire, which was under 
control within 30 minutes 
and extinguished within two 
hours. 

The dust collector, on the 
third floor of the building, re
ceived an estimated $3,500 in 
damage, Vosnock said. 

Bruning & Federle 
Manufacturing Co. 

704-873-7237 

2503 Northside Dr. 
Statesville, NC 28677 

Bank 
of 

Pine Level 

Member F.O.1.C. 

P. 0. Box 249 
Pine Level, NC 
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Damage In 
Fire Minor 
MOREHEAD CITY, NC
A small fire broke out re
cently in the Donut Palace, 
4109 Arendell St., Morehead 
City, but firefighters quickly 
bought the situation under 
control, and damage was 
minimal. 

Fire Chief Jerry Leonard 
said he was in the area when 
the fire call was dispatched 
about 10 a.m. He went inside 
and tried to knock down the 
fire with an extinguisher, but 
flames already had gotten 
into the wall framing. 

Three fire trucks, a utility 
truck and a Morehead City 
Rescue Squad ambulance 
were sent to the restaurant. 

Firefighters put out the 
blaze, removed smoldering 
insulation and vented smoke 
from the building. 

Officials checked the build
ing after the fire was extin
guished. Chief Leonard said 
the fire possibly was caused 
by an electrical malfunction 
in a back room near some 
cooking equipment. 

There was minor damage 
to the structure, and there 
was smoke damage through
out. 
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Dunn Firefighters 
Called To 3 Blazes, 
Arson Eyed In Two 

DUNN, NC-Members of 
the Dunn Fire Department 
responded to three fires re
cently. Fire Chief Joe 
Campbell said two of the 
fires-one at an abandoned 
building and another at the 
Dunn Shrine Club-were set 
and may be related. 

"They were close together 
in location and three was no 
known source of ignition," 
Chief Campbell said. 

The Dunn Police Depart
ment is conducting an inves
tigation into both fires. "We 
think at least two of the fires 
had some help," said Chief 
Campbell. 

Dunn Police Chief Bill 
Powell was at the scene of the 
Shrine Club Fire and said of
ficers are conducting an in
vestigation at the request of 
the fire department. 

The incident was listed as 
"a fire of suspicious nature," 
according to a report filed by 
Dunn Police Sgt. J. D. 
Hudson. 

The Carolina Components 
fire was outside the city lim
its. 

The firs t call was received 
at 5:42 p.m. at Carolina Com
ponents on S.R. 1800 just off 
U.B. 3 01 a\. t.he old W ello ns 
Candy Co. property north of 
Dunn. 

An office building was well 
involved when firefighters 
arrived. 

The structure was located 
inside a fen ced-in area and 
firefigh ters h ad to cut a 
chain to get inside the fence. · 

The owner, Bill Godwin, 
asked the fire department to 
allow the fire to burn, but fire 
fighters extinguished the fire 
b~cause they wanted to deter
mine the cause of the fire. 

Campbell said the building 
was not occupied and the fa
cility was not operating. 

There ar~ two large ware
houses and ihe burned office 
building at the site. The facil
ity has not been in operation 
for several yeafs. 
· Firemen were still at the 

scene of the fire at 6:45 p.m., 
when firemen received a call 
for Curve-Craft, 600 Powell 
Ave. A dumpster was on fire 
at the rear of the building. 
The fire caused three sprin
kler heads to discharge. 

There was minor dama~ ~ 
to the back of the building. 

Riggs 
Realty 

Sales & Rentals 

919-453°-3111 

P.O. Box 1047 
Corolla, NC 27927 

" I don't feel this was re
lated to the other incidents," 
Campbell said. 

At 7:40 p.m. firemen had 
returned to both fire stations 
and the call came for the 
Shrine Club at 300 E. Wake 
St. 

"We're still checking on 
the shrine club fire," 
Camp bell explained. "It 
started in the back of a stor
age building behind the 
Shrine Club." 

The small building was 
well involved and the rear of 
the Shrine Club building 
also caught fire. 

"If we had not been at the 
station, that extra four or 
five minutes, there would 
have been more damage," 
Chief Campbell said. 

Damage, according to a 
member of the Shrine Club, 
may be $15,000. 

The fourth call was a rekin
dling of the initial fire at 
Builders Components. Fire
fighters returned to the 
scene, but allowed the build
ing to burn to the ground at 
Mr. Godwin's request. 

At 11 p.m. firemen received 
a report of a woods fire in the 
Route 2 area. 

Fire o fficials att r i bute d 
that call to a mistaken caller 
instead of a false report. 

Campbell said a citizen 
probably saw a yellow glow 
from sodium vapor street 
lights and believed it was a 
woods fire. 

Metrolina 
Fire School 

By George B. Weaver 
Stanly Community Col

lege 

ALBEMARLE, NC
Well over 400 firefighters 
from throughout North Caro
lina and adjoining states 
flocked to Albemarle for the 
two-day specialized training 
offered by the Metrolina Fire 
School on a recent weekend. 

The school, sponsored by 
Stanly Community College, 
provided the firefighters 
training in 16 subjects asso
ciated with the protection of 
life and property from possi
ble ravages by fire. 

Al's Towing 
& Recovery 

Call (919) 688-6457 

2908 Davie Drive 
Durham, NC 27704 
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Blowing Rock Council Hears 
About Fire Problems 

By Caroline D. Walker 

BLOWING ROCK, NC
Blowing Rock Town commis
sioners had to face some criti
cal issues at a recent meeting 
concerning fire protection in 
the Green Park Inn area. 

George Sudderth, Blowing 
Rock's fire chief, said the 
highest fire load with the 
least amount of fire protec
tion is the Green Park Inn. 

The hotel's insurance com
pany recently tested the flow 
of the nearby fire hydrants 
and found it to be inade
quate. 

Sudderth said he knew the 
town had some problems 
with water pressure in the 
area near Green Park, but of
ficials thought there was 
more water flow than there 
actually was. 

"There definitely is a prob
lem out there, and something 
does need to be done," Sud
derth said. "Right now there 
is only 250-300 gallons per 
minute flowing through the 
hydrant. We would like to see · 
1,500." 

Some three and a half 
years ago, Sudderth said, 12-
inch fire lines were laid, but 
the lines are fed by 6-inch 
lines, which do not deliver 
enough water. 

"It doesn't just affect the 

Fire Kills 
Henderson man 

HE NDE RSON, N C
Fire in vestigators still are 
t rying · to figure out wha t 
caused a house fire recently, 
that killed a 24-year-old man. 

Jimmy Malcolm Manning 
Jr. of Raleigh Road died of 
smoke inhalation in the fire, 
which filtered through a 
house where he was spend
ing the night, authorities 
said. 

The home is owned by Her
man Clark, but was occupied 
by Morris Pendergrass, who 
called the fire department 
about the blaze. 

Pendergrass also said he 
tried in vain to rescue Man
ning from the home, which 
was engulfed in flames. 

When firefighters brought 
the fire under control, they 
found Manning lying in the 
bed. Damages to the home 
and contents were estimated 
at$13,000. 

Cascades 
Industries 

Inc. 
(919) 895-9004 

Midway Rd., P.O. Box 578 
Rockingham, NC 28379 

Green Park Inn but the con
dominiums in the area as 
well," Sudderth said. 

Commissioner Charlie 
Tarr said he felt the town 
owed everybody fire protec
tion and that something 
needs to be a part of the gen
eral plan. 

Charles Clement, attorney 
for the Green Park Inn, told 
commissioners that maybe it 
was time for them to "bite the 
bullet" and attend to the 
problem. 

"We didn't come here t.o 
litigate tonight, but we came 
here to tell you that we have 
a problem," Clement said. "I 
came with a 2-by-4 to get your 
attention, but I don't want to 
use it." 

Commissioner Carl Under
wood said he did not appreci
ate a comment Clement 
made referring to whether 
the Blowing Rock Fire Vol
unteer Department could 
even handle a dumpster fire 
in the area of the hotel. Clem- · 
ent apologized for the re
mark. 

Sudderth said the fire flow 
wasn't as bad as that, but 
that there was a problem. 

" Yes, we can put out a 
dumpster fire, but I'm going 
to be upfront with you, we 
don't have enough to handle 
a good outhouse fire," Sud
derth said. "I'm telling the 
both of you, you don't have 
anything out there to be 
proud of." 

Concerned commissioners 
asked Sudderth if there were 
any oiher a reas in Blowing 
Rock where s ufficient fire 
flow as not being afforded. 
Sudderth said there are a few 
areas that need work, but 
they aren't as critical as the 
Green Park area. 

"If they can get us 1,500 
feet to a good hydrant, we 
can get it there," Sudderth 
said. "We'd have to lay some 
hose on the ground but we 
could do it." 

Sudderth said that with a 
hydrant, the fire depart
ment's tanker can act as a 
supplement. But if a fire were 
to break out in large struc
ture like the Green Park Inn, 
a tanker would not be suffi
cient. 

"With the Green Park, a 
tanker would be like a bee at
tacking an elephant," Sud
derth said. 

The fire department did 
present a plan to the town 

Chatham 
Foods 

Inc. 
Call 742-2141 

Siler City, NC 

which wouid extend some of 
the 12-inch lines. The plan 
would be done in four phases 
which Sudderth said would 
expand over a four-year pe
riod. 

The cost of the phases wold 
be broken down into $50,000-
$60,000 a year increments. 
Sudderth reminded the com
missioners that the sooner 
the matter is taken care of, 
the better. 

"And it's not going to get 
any cheaper," Sudderth 
added. "The longer you wait, 
the more it is going to cost." 

Arson ~uspected 
In Fire At 
Vacant House 

MOREHEAD CITY, 
NC-Arson is susp~cted in a 
fire recently that damaged a 
vacant house off High way 70 
in Davis. 

Firefighters were called 
shortly after 10:30 p.m. to the 
two-story wood-sided house, 
the residence of the late 
Daisy Ipock. The structure is 
now owned by her daughter, 
who also is named Daisy. 

Davis firefighters re
sponded to the call and 
requested mutual aid from 
Stacy and Marshallberg fire 
departments. An estimated 
35 firefighters, six fire trucks 
and one utility truck were 
dispatched to the blaze. 

When they arrived, fire 
was showing through win
dows on both floors of the 
house. Davis Assistant Fire 
Chief Lee Davis was in 
charge of the firefighting. 
Volunteers went inside and 
extinguished the blaze, 
which was believed to have 
started in a closet under a 
staircase in a bedroom on the 
first floor. Firefighters 
stayed out until shortly be
fore midnight. 

Carteret County Fire Mar
sh al J. E. Harrell, who 
helped investigate the fire, 
said there was no electrical 
power to the house, and it 
was not furnished. The fire 
damaged about 25 percent of 
the structure. 

Officials collected evi
dence to be submitted to the 
State Bureau of Investiga
tion laboratory in Raleigh. 
They also posted arson re
ward information on the 
house. 

Ye Ole Pub 
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