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HISTORY OF BEESON C OSS 
JIRlE AND E§ClJE9 ! Ca 

§TATION NUMBER 26 

A S 

lk cson Cross Roads Volunteer Fire Department was first 
. ,~, u,sed on March 9, 1954 at Ernest Tilley's Store by a group 

I 11 1cn concerned about the fire protection in their immediate 
rn 11ty . Mr. Clarence Whicker, Sr. was made chairman of the 
CLt111g with Mr. R.T. Hedgecock chosen to-be secretary and 
i\ st l r·er. A building committee was named shortly thereafter. 
• Robert Joyce gave a 99 year lease of a small track of land. 
r ( ·a r1 Linville gave the lumber on the stump for the building . 
, ·Ii was the birth of the Beeson Cross Roads Volunteer Fire 
p.1nment. 
'lie first official meeting was held on November 5, 1954. At 
Ii rst meeting Mr. Pleasant H . Smith was elected President 

hi: organization. At later meetings Mr. Edgar Idol was of-
11 y elected Chief of the department with Joe Davis Smith 

l, ta nt Chief. 
1s always the case, some names seem to stand out in the 

f history of this organization, but the amazing accomplish
h and success of the department can not be considered the 

of a few. There have been many who have given freely 
. ir time, energy, and ability. It would be a difficult task to 

give credit to every individual who has been a part of the 
, :; of this department. 
·ltle ntial and industrial growth brought additional fire prob
·11lo our district. It is the fire department 's responsibility 
,l lt: the equipment and maintain the latest training techni

order to provide the best protection for the citizens of 
rict. The department has strived to obtain the latest equip-

ment and in doing so began to expand beyond the limits of the 
original building . Under the guidance of Mr. Holland Shields, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, a new building was com
pleted in July 1983 with room for future growth . 

At the present time the department is equipped with two rescue 
trucks, three fire trucks , and a cascade air trailer. The personnel 
includes 44 active firefighters and 10 junior firefighters . The 
department feels fortunate to have had only three chiefs during 
its 35 year history. Mr. Edgar Idol was chief until his retirement. 
Mr. Joe Smith was chief until his retirement. Mr. Stan Swaim 
was elected as chief at that time and remains so today. 

Beeson Cross Roads Fire and Rescue wants to thank other 
departments in Forsyth and Guilford Counties for their assistance 
during the past years . Many problems have been reduced by the 
help of our neighboring departments. 

The first call to active duty was a call to a brush fire on the 
property- of Mr. Stokes Willard on October 27, 1955. Since that 
time the three biggest fires the department has responded to were 
Robertson's Dairy, Kernersville Lumber Company, and Adan'ls
Millis Company . In each of these cases, the fire fighting was a 
joint task in cooperation with other departments. 

The department was involved mainly with fire fighting until 
1960 when a rescue squad was added. Then the name was changed 
to Beeson Cross Roads Volunteer Fire and Rescue, Inc. With 
community growth and increased responsibility the department 
looks toward the future, with a prayer for the prosperity and safety 
of the citizens of Forsyth County . 



HISTORY OF BELEWS CREEK 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTME T 9 INC Q 

STATION NUMBER 31 

111 • t11 ~( n -!!Ut\g with the purpose of organizing a volunteer 
fli I 111 1111 nt: in the community was called at Goodwill Com-
} I n · 1 1 '!H r on October 6, 1962. 

CT ·fob r 20. 1972. the community met to receive the steer-
111. • " ,mmi ttce report. The committee recommended that a fire 

pl un nt be established and a fire station be built near Crims 
',' Ro'tds. A building conunittee was appointed and the Belews 

eek firemen organized and began training. 
I II Ma rch, 1963 , we purchased a used fire truck. 
Jn May, 1963. a ladies auxiliary was organized. 
In November, 1963, the two bay 30 feet by 40 feet building 

wi th full basement was completed. 
In /\pril . 1973, two more bays were added to the building mak

ing ii 60 feet wide and 40 feet deep with full basement. 
In .I u I y. 1982, a contract was awarded for a one story building 

10 f't:c t by 40 feet. We purchased our first pumper from Forsyth 
County on June 12, 1965. 

On March 31, 1970, a new Chevrolet pumper fully equipped 
w;1~ dt: I i vcred. 

I II Oc tober. 1972, with encouragement of the firemen and 
pc< ,pi e from surrounding communities the director's voted to sup
port th t: fir emen in their effort to form a rescue squad. 

111 April. 1973 , the rescue unit was in operation with temporary 
vt: hidc and limited equipment. 

l11 May. 1985, the people in the fire district voted for a fire 
t;1x to rune! the needs of the fire department. This has enabled 

' '20 

the department to purchase equipment that otherwise could not 
have been done. Every effort is made that tax money is spent 
wisely to better our fire department. 

In October, 1989, a new pumper tanker with a 1,000 gallons 
per minute pump and a 1,000 gallon tank was delivered. 

In January, 1990, a second rescue vehicle was put into opera
tion. With these additions the department now has two pumpers, 
one tanker and one brush unit for fire protection, two squad trucks 
for emergencies and two boats for water rescue. 

This department has had four chiefs since we organized in the 
fall of 1962: Don Neal, Conrad Parham, J.W. (Pete) Fare. Harold 
Parham is chief at the present time. We now have thirty-three 
fire and rescue personnel and two junior personnel. 

For this department to survive from the beginning from 1962 
until 1985 it took hard work from the firemen, ladies' auxiliary, 
and all interested residents. We have had chicken pie, bar-be
cue suppers, chicken stews, auction and bake sales, raffles and 
have helped Paul Myers with catering. 

This organization was made possible only by co-operation of 
the entire community and was built in a patriotic manner this 
country was founded upon. Where can you blow a siren know
ing that your neighbors will be at your side in less than five 
minutes with equipment to serve your needs while at the same 
time they know expenses or salary will not be paid. Only in a 
rural area with an active fire and rescue department . 

:'·-' r 



H STOY C TY V JEW VOLUN EE 
STATION NUMBER 17 

F EDE ARTMENT 

One Sunday morning during church services, Crews Church 
caught fire, the congregation ran outside and watched as it burned 
to the ground for there was no fire department organized in the 
county. It was the end of the 2nd World War and our attentions 
were returning home to our communities. The City View area, 
named for its high elevation lending it a view of the city , began 
to grow and other homes and business' saw the perils of fire. 
Concerned citizens gathered in 1949 at the City View School and 
decided to organize a fire department. Under the guidance of 
Commissioner Wally Dunham, a Fire Chief, M.G. Peddycord 
was elected and others volunteered as firefighters. The group ob
tained a small truck with some equipment and stationed it at Bud 
Sinks Service Station near our present station. Dispatching was 
handled by the Winston-Salem Fire Department via telephone to 
individual firefighters homes . City View was one of the first fire 
departments in the county. It had no territorial limits and handled 
calls in Eastern Forsyth County and assisting other fire depart
ments such as Walnut Cove, High Point, and Mocksville. In 1952 
City View received its legal charter and in 1954 a Fire House 
was completed. This building served as a department and com
munity meeting facility that firefighters utilize for business and 
training meetings which have been held every Tuesday night since 
1954. Later in the 1950's and early I 960's, City View assisted 
in the formation of other departments. The Department of In
surance established legal fire districts and the existing fire depart
ments developed mutual agreements . This along with the installa
tion of communication equipment enhanced this county's fire pro
tection service. 

f .. ' 
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Today City View Volunteer Fire Department has rcmou ·I ·d 
its facility to accommodate its expanding needs. The Deparuncn 
maintains a 1500 g.p.m. Class A Pumper, a 750 g.p.111 . Class 
A Pumper/Tanker and a Quick Response/Brush Unit. City View 
is manned by 21 volunteer firefighters and 7 volunteer ofticcrs 
who are required to be trained to a minimum ofN.F.P.A. Leve l 
II and ill standards. City View is governed by a 9 member board 
elected by and from the citizens of the City View District who 
then elect the Fire Chief. The department also sponsors Junior 
and Cadet programs for persons ages 14 and up. A resident pro
gram was established in 1989 to provide support for senior 
members and to improve equipment response time. 

City View obtained a ISO rating of 6 after being the 1st to 
challenge the rating system in Forsyth County along with Mt. 
Tabor. The result was lower insurance rates for homeowners and 
businesses. The community reciprocated by placing their Fire 
Department on Special Fire District Tax, providing continued 
and consistent financial support, thereby assuring the necessary 
funds for the provision of excellent fire protection. 

Today as in 1949 we remain a community oriented Fire Depart
ment and wish to thank our community for their continued sup
port. A special appreciation is also in order for the men and 
women who presently and in the past have unselfishly volunteered 
their time, effort and skills to protect the lives and property of 
this and surrounding communities . 



( lJ~MMONS FIRE DEPA TMENT, INC., 
STATION NUM BER 14 

l 1c l\l wus organized and chartered 
I h.:d ·itizt:ns from the Clemmons 
ir, inn l i11cnrporu1ors have now evolved into 

2CJ v 1lumccr fire li ghtcrs. 2 paid fire fighters, 
t cf. 

i ~ th 1 L lr~t li re apparatus was purchased from the Forsyth 
k 1rd of' ( 'o m111issio11ers in 1952 and was housed in the 

rothcr~ Se rvice St:1tio11 until the fire station located on 
' Y 158 could hl' co111pkted . In the year 1960 the Clem
l• lr • D ·part1111.: 111 Board of' Directors purchased their first 

l J ( roved !'ir l' ;1ppara111s. With the purchase of the UL ap-
\1 uppar;1tu, and the hard work of the volunteer fire fighters 

1 cl •purt111L·nt ll'a, ratl'd 9AA in 1964. With this rating came 
lowcri,q: or in, urance rates for the home owners of the 

mm unit y. 
lo lhc year 111· I <)72 the Board realized that there was a need 
r n fo, ll'I' response lo emergency medical calls in the com

muni ty . /\ , a rl's t1lt ol' this need, a first responder, EMT pro
ru 111 wa, , tart n l in the f'ire department and now has 18 EMT's 

und I I lir, t rop1111dcrs orcrating a basic life support vehicle for 
c rrn: rgc1 1L·y aid in the community. 

ThL· yL·; 1r I '1:S: 2 pmvcd to be the biggest year in the history of 
tltL' ( 'k- 1111111111, !· ire Department. With growth of the community 
of 2. Oil pL'npk 111 1951 lo over 12 ,000 people in the year 1982 
tlw tkL·1, 1"11 w;" 111:1de by the Board that the department could 
11 11 lti11 gn pn,,·itk the services needed to the community from 

the 2500 square foot fire station built in 1952. As a result of this 
decision a new 8000 square foot fire station was built on James 
Street and occupied in 1982-1983. With the fire fighters always 
striving to provide the best services possible to the citizens to 
the community, they were able to lower the insurance rating to 
Class 6. By the lowering of the rating a very substantial lower
ing of insurance premiums was realized by the homeowners and 
the business community. In the year 1982 the biggest step for
ward for the existence of the Clemmons Fire Department was 
taken by the Board, by seeking a referendum for the formation 
of a fire protection district funded by a special tax, that can only 
be used for fire protection and rescue services in the Clemmons 
Fire District. This vote was supported by the community by a 
6 to I vote in favor of the tax . 

The fire fighters have now earned their Level III Fire Fighter 
Certification from the N.C. Fire Commission making the Clem
mons Fire Department one of the first in the state to have ac
complished this certification program. With the on going growth 
in the community the Board has now employed the chief of the 
department and 5 fire fighte rs to supplement the volunteer fire 
fighter program. 

The Board of Directors and the fire fighters of the Clemmons 
Fire Department will continue to strive for the best possible fire 
protection and life support services for their fire district com
munity through their dedicated commitment to the community. 



Y OFF RSY H COUNTY F RE DEPARTME T 
STATION NUMBER 09 

when property was involved by fire in Forsyth 
tlw,· · was no fire department to respond. At the urging 

~ ' ( ·ommissioner Wally Dunham, Forsyth County hired 
1,q I fire fighters in March 195 I. A fire truck which was 
;ft pulled a water trailer, was purchased by the county 

i 11 rnen to operate. This was the beginning of the Forsyth 
f (rn Department. 

r, ,rly days of operation the personnel on duty responded 
, 111 the rural areas of the county, inspected the public 

1 .ind worked with various community groups to help 
J · · •olunteer fire departments. During the short period of 

•h4 a total of twelve volunteer fire departments was 
• 111 '.<" J in Forsyth County. 

,1p1st 1954 Forsyth County appointed its first Fire Mar
•• head the County Fire Department and to coordinate the 
".· of the Volunteer Fire Departments . 

· l orsyth County Fire Department and the Volunteer Fire 
, tfll nts serving Forsyth County have grown tremendously 

I . Today there are 21 volunteer fire departments serv
tvtl fire districts which are made up of over 700 certified 
· · t , rs and many more support people such as board members 
1 ics auxiliaries which are extremely important to the 

, • · orsyth County Fire Department located at Smith Reynolds 
continues to have the same basic responsibilities today 

IC organization was founded upon-the support of the 
, · ce to the volunteer fire departments serving the county. 

)unty Fire Department employs 40 people who work in 
ivisions : Administrative, Fire Suppression, Communica
nd Fire Prevention/Investigation. 

administrative division ensures that each fire department 
ins standards in the areas of training and equipment in order 
v ide the lowest possible insurance rates for citizens of the 

ty and maintains firefighters eligibility for local, state and 
11 benefits. 

I IC division is staffed by the Fire Administrator and a secretary 
work closely with each Fire Chief and serve as the liaison 
ccn each fire departments, the firemen's association, fire 
fs council, training committee and local, state and federal 

he Fire Suppression Division employs eleven firefighters . 
o firefighters each shift are assigned to "Truck 109", a fire 
uratus designed as a service company truck that carries various 

, •s of specialized equipment for firefighting. A third firefighter 
each shift is assigned to a Crash/Fire/Rescue truck which re-

• ins on the airport property to coordinate fire suppression and 
crgcncy activities involving aircrafts . 

he primary function of the fire suppression division is to coor-
11 tc and support fire suppression activities for the volunteer 

t c departments. "Truck 109" continues to respond throughout 
• rnunty with volunteer departments to structural fires and major 
·idcnts. 

The Suppression Division also conducts inspections·ofbusiness 
tupancies in the county. .-. 

Fmphasis on training continues to be an important part of the 
lv,ision. Om personnel, serving as in~tructors, are.an active part 

I f the training programs within the various volunteer.departments. 
, i ,• ·1_· , ; •}\; '., (/ 
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The Communications Division operates the emergency com
munications center that receives and disseminates request of fire 
and emergency medical service. The radio network today con
sist of 5 fire frequencies, three primary emergency medical 
telementary system that allows EMS paramedics to send EKG's 
from patientside to doctors in the hospital emergency rooms. The 
entire radio system involves approximately 450 base, mobile and 
portable radios . Also, each volunteer uses a radio receiver which 
they carry for notification of calls . The communications network 
also uses state-of-the art remote receiver/microwave technology 
to expand the radio coverage area and reduce recurring cost to 
taxpayers. 

In addition, the communications center is in radio contact with 
Stokes, Guilford, Rockingham, Randolph, Davie, Davidson, 
Surry and Yadkin counties, the Winston-Salem Fire Department, 
Kernersville Fire Department and the National Weather Service. 

The division is staffed by 16 communications operators, four 
lead operators and a supervisor . 

The communications manager assists the volunteer departments 
with frequency coordination, FCC licensing, radio purchasing 
and maintains the county's E-9-1-1 system database . 

During I 989 the division handled a total of 28,734 emergency 
calls . 

The Fire Prevention and Investigation Division has the primary 
responsibility of enforcing the county's fire prevention code. The 
division is staffed by the Deputy Fire Marshal , three Assistant 
Fire Marshals and a secretary . 

Residential fires continue to be Forsyth County's most serious 
fire problem , 36 % of all fires reported in were residential. 

Our primary means of attempting to reduce the number of 
residential fires is through Public Safety Education Programs and 
private home fire safety inspections. 

Through the support of the Fireman's Association, smoke 
detectors are provided free of charge to any resident of the county. 
This program is proving very instrumental in reducing the number 
of fire related injuries and deaths. 

The Fire Prevention and Investigation Division also conducts 
a program to review new building plans to ensure compliance 
with Fire Code Regulations . 

The division continues its program to investigate the origin an(! 
cause of all fires in Forsyth County. During 1989, 99 investiga
tions were conducted. Incendiary fires continue to be the lcadin 
cause of property d\lmage by fire in Forsyth County. I_nvesti ,,.. 
tions of these incendiary fires and false alarms resulted in 2 a~c, 
being cleared, which represents a clearance rate of 28 pen: ·111. 
As a result of these investigations, division personnel 1J1adc 8 
arrests in 21 cases. 

The Fire Prevention and Investigation Division C(Jntinu • 
participation in the overall fire service training progrum f 
22 volunteer fire departments with division personnel pr l 
over 150 hours of instruction in 1989. · 

In closing, please let me acknowled . he 11'1 

people over the past 39 years wh 
program in Forsyth County wliat i 
commitment of the volunte r 1111d 
Coµnty. cannot be surp~~sed. Al · 
pie who have worked tiehind th 

' , ... ,- . . , ; '. I\' ' \'••!'/'•\ ;I , y, '( ' 
; .; i . ·, /; .t I ,,• f, 

,, '; . : . ;,;(\11'.tl 1:{/, I I 
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flw \!.HS ha ve h ·c11 111s1n1111L·11tal i11 pnividing the level of ser-
1 ' I.'. ,111r ci111ens li ; l\·l' L"llllll' Ill CX J)L'Cl. 

I kl'i vn>' f11rtu11 ;1tL' 111 hL' associated with Forsyth County who 
hH, hn·11 a lc1dn in pro viding rural lire protection and with the 
11rn 11 y 111 L' 11 ;1ml w1H11cn or the Forsyth County Volunteer 

Firemen's Association who give so freely of their time and talents. 
Very Truly yours, 
Jerry B. Lewis 
Fire Administrator 
Forsyth County Fire Department 



0 EST H LL VO UNTEER FlI E 
STATION NUMBER 19 

E A TMJENT 

· 111 n,cn who started it all this was a dream come true; the 
I ,nany, many hours of work, miles of walking and knock
to rs ; meetings, discussions and more meetings . The ob

' tt, ·ir admiration was a brand new Mack fire truck, all shiny 
•hrome and completely equipped; just arrived by special 

llf rs from the factory. They were there in the parking lot 
n1I Springs High School in late June of 1953 to receive 

\I ns from a factory representative in operating this 
tll but highly complicated piece of equipment. 
I •gan at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Forest 

• le Club on June 14, 1951. The real kick-off came at a 
" u,ceting on March 22, 1952. Representatives of local 

cs along with members of the Civic Club and other inter-
1c; ·idents were present. Mr. Wally Dunham, County Com
• ·r. spoke on organizing a volunteer fire department. Mr. 

• m had given much time and study to the subject and had 
-~ other communities get started, so he was able to give good 

und the benefit of his experience. 
pri I, 1952 plans for raising funds were presented to the 
lub by President Al Spillman; each street in the area was 

i:d to a volunteer worker. 
• 1: meantime, after legal consultation, it was decided to draw 
rust agreement and establish a trust fund, administered by 
\ elected from the Civic Club membership into which all 

11 nd properties would be placed. The Forest Hill Volunteer 
cpartment was thus organized under the sponsorship and 
·,hip of the Forest Hill Civic Club ; this framework was 
·d on May 6, 1952 . 
er exhaustive efforts, the truck committee recommended on 
~er 16, 1952 that a Mack fire truck would best suit the needs 
c(1mmunity. This recommendation was accepted. The finan-

' (l:tls were reached and the truck was paid for upon its 
tance . 

,· tC work had just begun with the arrival of the truck. Train
. nd organization of the department continued . Bayless E. 

n y was elected as the first chief of the department. He insti
il training program in fire fighting and first aid. The first 

, was answered on August 12, 1953 to a woods fire . 

:'· ,' ( \ 
,., ,, . 

At this time plans were being made to raise additional funds 
to build a fire station . Plans drawn and donated by a local archi
tect were accepted by the building committee . In July of 1953, 
a lot was purchased on North Cherry Street on which to build 
a fire station. Construction was started in January, 1954; the fire 
truck was housed in the Johnson Farm Supply Company until 
construction of the station was completed. 

A tragic fire on the 7th of September, 1954, at the Lewisville 
Methodist Church presented the county departments their first 
real test in mutual aid and cooperation . The companies worked 
together in a very credible manner. 

The department was called to assist the city of Winston-Salem 
during a major fire at the B.F. Huntley Furniture Company in 
February, 1956. Mutual aid was rendered on other major fires 
including the roller mill fire in Walnut Cove (1959), the Rural 
Hall Hotel Fire (1960), the Carver School Fire (1960), the riots 
in Winston-Salem ( 1967) and Graylyn Estates (1980). 

At the annual dinner meeting of the Civic Club, April 18 , 1963, 
Chief B. E. Dockery , having completed ten years as chief of the 
department, was presented a plaque in recognition of this out
standing service to the department and to the community . In May, 
1965, the department regretfully accepted his resignation. He was 
elected Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Harold H. Garner 
was elected Chief. 

On March 23, 1966, the department suffered a great loss in 
the passing of former Chief Dockery. He had contributed much , 
much more than fighting fires to the people who knew him and 
his community . 

In April, 1966 a tanker was purchased to supplement the 
pumper. A new pumper was added in 1972 , this being a GMC 
Howe pumper. Other improvements that year were the purchase 
of additional land and the building of two new bays. 

Chief Harold Garner retired as Chief on July 15 , 1975 and was 
replaced by K. Michael James who presently serves as Chief. 

In December 1978 a new Mack pumper was added which 
replaced the tanker; the tanker was sold to Eastside Fire Depart
ment in Albemarle. 

Much time was spent during the early eighties on two impor
tant projects. The first was working toward a rating inspection 
by the insurance services office; this inspection was conducted 
in August 1982 which resulted in an improved rating. The sec
ond was the vote to create a tax district for fire and rescue pro
tection in the Forest Hill Area. 

The department organized a rescue squad which went into ser
vice on June 1, 1983 . This unit serves the Forest Hill Fire Dist ri ·r 
as well as other areas including some annexed areas within the 
city of Winston-Salem. 

On June 6, 1985 , Former Chief Harold H. Garner died 111,c , 

pectedly. Chief Garner had remained active with the d ·1 :11 ~11w n1 
as a Trustee and continued to help the department and ivk· ( ' lt tl 
in many ways. From the beginning, when he serv d as Ci ·r., r,11 
Chairman to develop plans for raising funds fo r rh fir ' (kpatl • · 
ment, and through the years as he served as Assist.Hnl Chkl. Ctu I, 
and Trustee, Mr. Garner proved himself to be a valuahlc I f. 

During the summer of 1985 the approval wus g,iv 'll h I 
specifications for a new Mack Pumper-Tanker anJ n nc 
Coach Squad Vehicle. This apparatus wai; plur •(! in !l.~r·vu.-.l\'4 

ing the Spring of 1986. The· .l972 GM(' P11n11)Ct 
Altopass Fire Departmen1 in Spnw • Pinc.: . I 
vice Vehicle was placed in s ·rvi · • 111 Jun I 

Our department:an ·w ·r '<I a r • 1rd nu ta 
a· total of 

0

892. foic and cm •r n1
• '.,ri · 

, :. ,_SPf~~ ,iqt?i,\'H~rrs .,,, 1rnit1!n ilt 
25 /. ' . · .. ·1 i,,t/'i!)( , l ·• , ,· ,H 

·, ?, ~,1-:-. r.'1.'·:Ji!~,~1'J~~~;,th11n 1L l , .. . 



HISTORY OF G l[JFJFKTH V LUNTEE 
STATION NUMBER 15 

FIRE DE ARTMENT 

The initial meeting to organize a fire department within the 
Griffith community was held at the home of A. Crouse Jones . 
This move was brought about following a fire in a garage and 
a home that was a total loss. Buck Reynolds, Chief of the 
Lewisville department, and Wally Dunham, a county commis
sioner, presided at the meeting . They explained the procedure 
needed to start a fire department. Dunham stated the county would 
advance $1,000 to any community within Forsyth County wishing 
to organize a fire department. This appropriation would be self
liquidating over a ten year period. 

An organization meeting was held at Griffith School on April 
17, 1952. The government body elected at that time were W. F. 
Kern, chairman; G. B. Tuttle, treasurer; Glenn Ray, secretary; 
Clinton Lee, Crouse Jones, Raymond Hill, and Albert Berrier. 
Charles Fox was named chief. An order was placed for a Mack 
pumper which cost $12,000. It was delivered during the latter 
part of June, 1953. The department received its first alarm on 
July 2, 1953 . 

Groundbreaking for the station, 1400 West Clemmonsville 
Road, was held on Easter Monday, 1953. Dedication and open 
house was held on Easter Monday April 18, 1954. Costs of 
material for the building was approximately $15,000. The first 
full year budget was $1 ,780.00 . 

Due to Winston-Salem's growth and annexation program it was 
necessary for Griffith to seek a new location for a station or 
discontinue operation. A suitable location, 5190 Peters Creek 
Parkway, was purchased from the Kiwanis Club. The new 
building, 40'x 130', was completed mid-1984. Griffith serves both 
Forsyth and Davidson County. 

The department has experienced two fatalities . Milton Garwood 
died on the scene of a fire from a massive heart attack; David 
Cooke drowned while assisting in a search for a body in the 
Yadkin River. 

,, ',,,_, ,i ' 
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KS · 0 Y F GlUMT 
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LU TEE 
TMENTS 
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STATION NUMBER 35 

In 1973 , a group of community members saw a need to pro
vide a better fire service to the Gumtree area, which include For
syth and Davidson Counties . The only fire protection available 
for this area at that time was approximately five to eight miles 
away . A group of 17 men decided to form and charter the Gum
tree Volunteer Fire Department. 

Our first truck was a 1947 Dodge pumper. Then, we bought 
a 1957 Pirsh pumper. After that, we converted a 1956 Ford oil 
tanker to a water tanker. At first, our trucks were parked in a 
local garage until we could build our station. In mid-1974, we 
were ready to move into our four-bay station - with a lot of pride 
- because our community helped us to help them by providing 
donations to build and support their fire department. 

In 1977 , the men at Gumtree saw a need to provide an am-

bulance asist program to our fire district. Training started with 
Advanced First Aid and CPR. Some men chose to further im 
prove their knowledge by becoming EMT's . In 1977, we changed 
our name to Gumtree Volunteer Fire and Rescue . In 1978 . we 
established a heavy rescue unit so we could provide further rescue 
service to our neighbors in Forsyth and Davidson Counties. 

As of July 1989, we have a membership of ten board of direc
tors , 32 fire and rescue personnel , plus 7 junior firemen. Equip
ment includes a 1987 rescue truck, a 1980 heavy rescue , a 1977 
pumper, a 1980 pumper/tanker, and a 1985 pumper/tanker. 

Gumtree also has another group of people. Without them and 
their support, we would not have any history . That group is our 
Ladies Auxiliary which consists of 10 members. They are always 
there when we need them - night or day . 
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ISTORY OF HORNEYTOWN Vi LUN EE 
STATION NUMBER 29 

FmE }D)EP, TMIE T 

On June 10, 1958, a group of interested residents of the 
Horneytown Community met for the purpose of organizing a 
volunteer fire department to provide fire protection services to 
the community which includes the southeastern corner of For
syth County as well as areas in both Davidson and Guilford Coun
ties . A Board of Directors was elected and the charter for the 
Horneytown Volunteer Fire Department was signed on July 14, 
1958. A tract of land was purchased and a two-bay fire station 
was erected on the Horneytown Road, near the intersection with 
US Highway 311 . 

The department's first Fire Chief, Roger Canada, was elected 
on August 28, 1958 and a group of men, willing to serve as 
firefighters, was organized on September 24, 1958. Plans were 
drawn for a new pumper and, on December 8, 1958, an order 
was placed for a 1959 Ford Howe 500 GPM pumper which was 
delivered to the department on March 31 , 1959, just three days 
before the department responded to it ' s first fire alarm. In addi
tion, a 1946 International fuel oil delivery truck was purchased 
and used as a tanker until it was replaced by a 1957 chassis in 
1966. 

During the initial planning of the department, a Ladies Aux
iliary was organized and met for the first time on July 17, 1958. 
Not only was this group of ladies instrumental in getting the 
department organized with both their moral and financial sup
port, but continues to be a very important part of the department 
today, sponsoring fund-raising activities to help meet the finan
cial needs of the organization . With the Auxiliary's support, an 
addition was added to the original station in the early 1960's and 
serves as both a dining/kitchen facility and meeting room for the 
fire department and other community activities. 

The year 1970 was a busy one for the department in that a new 
750 GPM Ford-Howe pumper was purchased as an additional 
piece of equipment and a rescue squad was formed to provide 
the additional services to the community. Forsyth County donated 
a used 1968 Chevrolet ambulance to the department which was 
refurbished and used until 1975 when a new Chevrolet modular 
rescue unit was purchased. During the same year the fire station 
was again enlarged with an additional two bays and office. 

In 1977, a Ford-Howe " Quick Response" pumper was pur
chased and serves as both a pumper and heavy rescue vehicle. 
Specialized equipment was purchased to be carried on this truck, 
including an Amkus Rescue System for extrication work . 

The most recent major equipment purchase was in August 1983 
when the 1959 model pumper was sold and replaced with a Ford
Grumman 150 g.p.m. pumper/tanker. This truck is equipped with 
a 1,000 gallon tank and "quick dump" system and is the depart
ment's first vehicle with a diesel engine and automatic transmission. 

Through it's years of operation, the department has continued 
to improve it's insurance rating, going from a 9A rating to a 9AA 
rating during the 1970's. As of November 1, 1984, the Insurance 
Services Office granted a rating of 6/9A to the department which 
resulted in the insurance premium reduction for the residents of 
the fire district served by one of the county water systems. One 
of the goals of the department is to obtain an improved rating 
for the entire fire district within the near future. 

The Horneytown Volunteer Fire Department has made much 
progress in it's twenty-seven years of operation and realizes the 
efforts must continue if the needs of the community are to be 
met. We are proud to be a part of the Forsyth County Volunteer 
Firemen's Association and the high standards it represents. 



1r STORY OF KERNERSVILLE lFJIRE DEPARTMEN'I' 
STATION NUMBERS 41 ANID 42 

The Town of Kernersville encompasses slightly over 6 square 
miles with a population of 10 ,000 to 12,000. Kernersville is 
located 7 miles from the Triad International Airport and is within 
a 20 minute drive to the centers of three major cities forming 
the Piedmont Golden Triad . 

The Town is made up of a variety of industrial and residential 
areas all of which is experiencing rapid growth . Local govern
ment provides a wide range of services employing 135 person
nel. Fire protection is provided by a combination career/paid
on-call department. Fire Department facilities are located in two 
stations located at opposing ends of the Town . Front line response 
equipment includes a command van and two engine companies 
with a combined pumping capability of2750 g.p.m. with an ad
ditional reserve capacity of I 000 g. p. m. 

{ i .1 ,. 
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Fire suppression is accomplished by a minimum on duty staff
ing of 5 certified fire fighters per shift with additional off-duty 
shift personnel and paid-on-call personnel responding on 
designated alarms. Supporting forces are marshalled through a 
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network of mutual aid arrangements with surroundin g 1·llli11111 ·(·1 
departments. Through the use of these resources. Kcrnn " il k 
is fortunate to maintain a Fire Protection C lass 5 . 

Due to existing risk and future growth, the Town 11 ,1, ru l'III I y 
ordered a ladder/platform apparatus. The apparatus wil l h11 1,· .1 

working height of 102 ' and a pumping capacity or 2000 µ. . 11 111 
Delivery of the apparatus is slated for July/ August I 990 ;1 11d 11 ii I 
necessitate the employment of 11 new fire fighters. Lo11 ~ r,111 ~'. l" 
planning includes the construction of two fire stations and rcpl;1,·l· · 
ment of outdated equipment. 

The Kernersville Fire Department also operates a Firt.: Prl·11.· 11 
tion Program including public education , inspection, . ,,1:i," 
review and investigation . Through their combined t.:llll1l\ 1i1 L' 
Kernersville Fire Department provides housing for a para111 u l1 ,· 
unit of the Forsyth County EMS. 

Through planning and resource management, the Kerne'". ii le 

Fire Department hopes to continue to provide the hight.:sl I'"' ' ' 
ble level of fire protection. 



ISTORY OF KING VOLUNTEER JF 
STATION NUMBER 30 

E E :ARTMENT 

In 1955 the only lire protection in King was a 50 lb. dry 
chemical extinguisher on wheels that was rolled out on the 
sidewalk during the day. At this time the question of fire protec
tion in the small town became a concern of several members of 
the community. 

The King Lions Club formed a committee to start a fire depart
ment for the town. Shortly thereafter, construction was begun 
on a two story, two-bay fire station. Through the efforts of the 
people in the community, practically all the material for the fire 
station was donated. People throughout the community donated 
such things as cement, blocks, bricks, trees to be made into 
lumber and all labor. 

About the same time construction began on the station, a 1955 
Chevrolet pumper was ordered for the department. The truck ar
rived before the station was finished and had to be stored in the 
chief's garage. During the same time the firemen had built a 1400 
gallon tank for a 1952 Chevrolet chassis to be used as a tanker. 

The King Volunteer Fire Department opened its new fire sta
tion in the spring of 1956. The department was second in the 
state to receive a 9AA rated four mile fire district. In November 
of 1984 through further efforts to improve fire protection to the 
citizens of the fire protection district, the Insurance Service Of
fice rerated the district to a 6/9A rated district. This enabled all 
commercial and residential properties to pay lower insurance 
premiums. This district includes part of Forsyth County . The King 
Volunteer Fire Department joined the Forsyth association from 

the very beginning and received tremendous help in obtaining 
training as well as organization of the fire department itself. 

ln 1958 two additional bays were added to the station and the 
acquisition of a rescue squad marked progress for the fire depart
ment. In 196 I an additional pumper was purchased to better serve 
the community. In April of 1988 construction of our present sta
tion began. After nine months of construction the department oc
cupied the new station in December of 1988. The new facility 
consists of 10,858 square feet including dormitory, training
meeting room, lounge, communications room, administrative of
fice area, conference room, kitchen-dining room , storage room 
and also four drive through bays. Incorporated in the facility is 
a drafting pit to test pumps on fire apparatus and train pump 
operators . Another feature is a in house air compressor for refill
ing self-contained breathing apparatus for firefighting. 

Presently, the King Volunteer Fire Department maintains two 
pumpers, one pumper-tanker, one mini-pumper , one brush vehi
cle, one squad vehicle, and one heavy rescue truck. 
· The population has grown in King from approximately l000 
in 1955 to 15,000 in 1990. In 1989 the King Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to 530 fire and rescue emergency calls. 

The King Volunteer Fire Department is presently in its 35th 
year of fire service to the citizens of King and is maintained by 
one chief, two assistant chiefs, three captains , three lieutenants, 
and traffic officers - totaling forty men on the roster. 



HISTORY OF LEWISVILLE VOJLUNTIEE 
EPA TMENT, INCo 
§TATXON NUMB.ER ll 

FI . E 

I lie· Lewisville Volunteer Fire Department was organized in 
Vi I hy the Lewisville Civic Club. During our 39 years of fire 
-111 , ·d ion in the Lewisville Community, several accomplishments 
\, · taken place . 
l 11 1'!59. we started running rescue calls with our International 
1l' I truck which was given to us by Civil Defense. In 1971, 
p111d1ased a Pierce 50-foot Telesquirt with 1000 g.p.m . pump 
I , .,rries 500 gallons of water; we were the first volunteer fire 

, 11 1111<.: nt in the State of North Carolina to purchase an aerial 
· I 11 1976 the Lewisville Jaycees helped us to purchase a new 

d ,chicle for our department. 
I 11!1 , time. our equipment consists of: one 1977 Ford Grum

It 100 g. p . m. pump that carries 750 gallons of water; one 
I I "rd Pierce Tclesquirt l000 g .p .m. pump that carries 500 

11, "' water ; one 1981 GMC Grumman 1000 g.p.m . pump 
·.i 1 ri cs 350 gallons of water and also is our heavy rescue 

tl 1;it carries the Hurst Power Tool, jacks, air bags, Porta 
' " :1ml other tools that are needed; one 1982 GMC Tanker 

t 1 ,~·s 1200 gallons of water; one 1981 GMC one-ton pickup 

with slide in unit with four-wheel drive for wood and grass fires; 
one 1986 Ford truck that is used for squad calls and two boats 
with 9 horse-power Mercury engines for water rescue . 

We are in the process of building a new station which will con
sist of an administration section and five drive-thru bays total
ling 11,000 square feet. Hopefully, it will be ready to move into 
in late spring of 1990. 

Currently we have 40 dedicated members and seven cadets 
within our department; 15 of the members are Emergency 
Medical Technician certified and/or have higher training . 

During the 34 years this department has been organized, it has 
had five chiefs: 1951-1961 , G.G. Reynolds; 1961-1974, Paul Jen
nings; 1974-1978 , Walter Sowers; 1978-1983 , J .W. Hege; and 
our present chief since 1983, Phillip R. Dull. 

Under the leadership of Phillip R. Dull, his staff of officers 
and the Board of Directors, the Lewisville Fire and Rescue 
Department will continue to grow and provide the best possible 
fire protection to the citizens of the Lewisville Community. 
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. I_ )1~ MINERAL SPRINGS SCH C 
VO UNTEER FIRE DJEPARTl\1lE 

STATION NUMBER 18 

Th Miocnil Springs Volunteer Fire Department dates back In 1964 the department entered into very strong competition 
bet' r ~ 1951, when Mr. T.R. (Dink) Styers built and operated from for the $300 award presented by the Fire Prevention Committee 
his garage a 400-gallon trailer tank with a 60 g.p.m. pump and of the Chamber of Commerce. Assisting the Mineral Springs 
100 feet hose. Realizing the great need for more and better equip- Civic Club by conducting a fire prevention parade with many 
11\Cnt, a group of interested citizens (representing the Mineral cars and all the mobile firefighting equipment; by holding open 
Springs Civic Club, the White Rock Compliment Club, and the house at the station all week, with refreshments, souvenirs, 
Ogburn Station Fire and Protective Association) met with Mr. literature, films, educational exhibits ; and by helping prepare a 
Styers in 1951 and laid the groundwork for a fire department. very attractive scrapbook describing details of the project, Mineral 
A 21-member Board of Directors was named from the member- Springs was declared the winner. The following year the depart-
ship of the sponsoring organizations. That fall the Mineral Springs ment won the state competition in Fire Service Efficiency, spon-
School District Volunteer Fire Department came into existence sored by the Association of Independent Insurance Agencies. This 
and in the following January received its charter of incorporation. award was a check for $800, plus a banquet at the Pinebrook 

A very successful fund-raising campaign in 1952 netted the Country Club for the firemen, the Directors and wives. 
department over $10,000 which paid for the first truck, which Since its beginning, Mineral Springs has placed great emphasis 
had a 600-gallon water capacity and was ordered from the John on the caliber of men it takes into the department. Only those 
Bean Company . Jack Tally was named Day Chief; C.R. (Bud) men with real interest in firefighting , of high moral character, 
Young, Assistant Day Chief and W . Gray Allen, Night Chief; of good physical stamina, of willingness to attend all meetings 
and Lawrence Duggins, Assistant Night Chief, Tally and Allen and train regularly, are considered. Department leaders know that 
were sent to Bean Company for intensive training in the opera~ only through constant training, the neverending search for new 
tion of the new truck. The truck was housed in Tally's Service and better methods of firefighting, harmony and cooperation can 
Station and from that time the Mineral Springs Department was the department offer the community effective fire service. 
in operation. Through the years the men have been expected to be able to 

In 1953 a lot at Ogburn Station was purchased and a fire house operate all equipment properly, to be trained in First Aid, to assist 
was built by Mr. Styers at a cost of about $8,000 with Mr. Styers in all training programs, to answer every fire call possible, and 
donating his time to the project. Another successful financial cam- take their turn on Sunday duty, when they clean the firehouse, 
paign paid for the lot and building, the department operating on check the equipment, and stand by for fire calls at a time when 
a pay-as-you-go basis. Firefighting clothing and equipment were many firemen are normally away from their telephones. These 
bought the next year . conditions are made clear before applications are ever accepted 

1955-56 brought reorganization in the department. C.R. for consideration. 
Stender became Chief, with Lawrance Duggins and "Bud" From 1965-72 work to maintain the equipment in proper man-
Young Assistant Chiefs. The firemen were being trained to be ner and the training of the firemen continued, always open to 
efficient firefighters and realized strong moral and financial sup- learn to do the jobs better and safer at all times. The building 
port from the community. John L. Hampton was named Forsyth did not go without repairs nor the proper upkeep inside and out. 
County Fireman of the Year for 1956 in recognition of his The grounds were always nicely maintained. It is a place the com-
outstanding achievement in firemanship. Mineral Springs' Fire munity is proud of. 
Queen, Miss Jean West, was crowned Fire Queen of the County. After some of the district was annexed the department went 

In 1957, "Old Betsy", a 1500-gallon war surplus oil tanker, under contract with the city to keep the area safe. 
was bought and rebuilt into a water tanker. Chief Stender mov- In March, 1972, Mr. T .R. "Dink" Styers resigned his office 
ed to Kentucky and Blake Ferguson was elected Chief, the posi- of President of the Board of Directors. He had served faithly for 
tion he holds to date. With the efficient help of the two Assistant 20 years and always did an excellent job at anything he under-
Chiefs, Duggins and Young, Chief Ferguson initiated a very in- took. Mr. C.A. Stewart, Jr. was elected to be President of the 
tensive and successful training program for the firemen . The Board of Directors of the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire Depart-
department continued to pay its way and managed to accumulate ment. He continues serving in this office. 
a balance in the bank. In 1959 Chief Ferguson was named For- In the last part of 1972, it was decided to form a rescue squad 
syth County Fireman of the Year. for the Mineral Springs Fire District. A committee was appointed 

In 1960 a committee, composed of "Dink" Styers, Gray Allen, and the group started investigating the equipment needed and just 
Blake Ferguson, and C. W. Williams of Rocky Mount, spent many how many trained men and women they would need. In August 
hours drawing up plans for a new truck that would offer the best of 1973 the Chairman of the Board had talked to Colonel Ratcliff 
protection to the community . This truck was built to order by and found out that Mineral Springs could not get a rescue truck 
the W.S. Darley Company of Chicago at a cost of $22,000. The so the Heart-Lung Resistator would not be purchased. So the 
first truck was sold and two years later a badly needed 1500-gallon rescue squad was tabled. 
water tanker was bought from Darley, costing about $18,000. All the firemen had the proper training with First Aid courses 
At this time, a grass and brush truck was also bought from Darley. which they would be able to use anywhere they might be needed. 
A financial campaign left the year with all equipment paid in full. The Chairman of the Board of Directors appointed a commit-

1964 brought drastic changes to the department in the form tee to investigate an area for the sattelite station in the Baux Moun-
of city enlargement through annexation. Part of Mineral Springs tain Road and Raj Bank Road area. The committee r~ported that 
territory was taken into the city limits; however, a contract was the land at the intersection ofBaux Mountain and Red"Bank Road 
m~de with the city for Mineral Springs to continue service to the was owned by Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Bowman and·could be bought 

· . annexed area on a financial basis. Cooperation with city units, for the future Mineral Springs Fire Station,. 

;tfi \./)l~f,fll4lY <;ompany #9, _. ~~8:-~~eµ m~st .s~tisf'.Ying. . .,,,. '' " . ~he_~oa~d,of Directo~.8. ~g~r1..10,g:ve, ~r. ,a!ld Mrs. H~~~~ ' ; I.,, ; 
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Bowman the first refusal to the land purchased in October, 1973 
if the department decided to sale this land at market price. 

In December, 1975, it was decided to buy two lots 200' x 230' 
location on Highway #66 approximately 500 feet west of Flynt's 
Store and then it was decided to sale the lots on Baux Mountain 
Road and Red Bank Road. 

In April, 1976 it was decided to get an architect to draw a set 
of plans for the new building to the committee's specification and 
to investigate buying a new fire truck. 

At the October, 1977 meeting a gift of the Old Hollow Civic 
Club and a track of land adjoining the Civic Club was given to 
the Mineral Springs Fire Department. They decided best to 
demolish the club house and then sale the land. 

In June, 1979 they started the bay station on the lot on Highway 
#66 to be finished by September, 1979. 

In April, 1980 it was discussed and voted in favor of disconti
nuing the contract with the city of helping inside city limits. 

It was decided in March, 1981 to buy another lot adjoining 
the property on Highway #66 where the bay station was built. 
The lot was purchased from the same lady. 

In June, 1981 they agreed on building the remainder of the 
building with a meeting hall, kitchen and office space. 

The New Fire Station was dedicated December 27, 1981 with 
an Open House. 

A fire hydrant and a cement lane to wash the fire hose was 
installed in April, 1985. 

Special training goes on from month to month with the firemen. 
Every one is most cooperative so the fire department can be a 
Class A Department. 

The success of the fire department was advanced throughout 
the years by the contributions made by the twenty deceased 
members. 

An auxiliary has existed during periods of the fire department's 
history . The wives of the firemen and Board of Directors assisted 

with projects and supported the we rk M th· dcp: tl.n rill 
ceased member , Mrs. Mary Worth P r~ 1.1, ,n, v·,~ ,n 11 11, 111 

in the success of the auxiliary. 
Mineral Springs has been proud of its pro r ~s tll 

past 35 years. The number of well-equipped mobil • l! • I I w • 
units and other equipment have done much to savc on:! pr< i t 

property in the community . An electrically .opcratcJ n,np. u 1!! 
by Chief Ferguson, is an example of the way this fi r ·lip ht r1 
unit strives to find better ways of rendering fire service, whl 11 
is its only reason for existing. 

During its history Mineral Springs has received a considcrnbl ~ 
amount of money in donations, which has been used for thc pur· 
chase of fire fighting equipment, operating expense and se rv ice 
to the people of the district. It has always operated 011 a sound 
financial basis and hopes to continue thus. 

In the past 35 years this department has answered several thou
sand calls; has driven the equipment many thousand miles: hus 
covered thousands of miles driven by the firemen; has spent 
thousands of man-hours in actual fire service. The valuation of 
property loss amount to thousands, while the valuation of pro
perty saved has been in the millions . 

In recent years the department has realized a significant reduc
tion in the number of fire calls within the district. It is hoped 
that this indicates success in the department's effo rts at making 
the citizens more fire-conscious and more careful in regard to 
fire safety. The gospel of fire prevention has been carried inlo 
the homes, into places of business, into the churches , and into 
classrooms of the schools . It is hoped that education in Ii re sa fc 
ty is responsible for the reduction in the number of ti111cs the 
department has been called to serve recently. Mineral Springs 
is very grateful to the cooperation of the people in the co111111uni 
ty, to neighboring city firefighting units, and especiall y 10 thc 
Forsyth County Fire Department, which has been a great IH.: lp . 
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The men of the Mount Tabor Civic Club saw the need for fire 
protection in their community in the early 1950's and they began 
planning for a fire department. These individuals began knock
ing on doors collecting donations, soon money for a building and 
apparatus was raised. The Mount Tabor Volunteer Fire Depart
ment began operation on May 16, 1953. 

The department started with one truck, a GMC/John Beam high 
pressure pumper. The station was a two bay building built on 
land leased from Mr. Carl R. Sapp a long time member of the 
Mount Tabor Civic Club. The department had six officers and 
24 firefighters. 

Soon after they began operation the department began plan
ning for the purchase of a second truck. The second truck would 
allow for better service to the community and would provide a 
reduction in insurance costs for the property owners in the fire 
district . 

Over the years the department has strived to provide the very 
best in fire protection to the community . Hundreds of thousands 
of man hours have been spent in training, maintenance and upkeep 
of the equipment and in fundraising . Fundraising enabled the 
department to replace apparatus in order to keep up with the ever 
growing fire protection needs of the community. The original 
truck was replaced in 1970 with a 1970 Chevrolet/Howe 750 
g.p.m. pumper. The second truck was replaced in 1974 with a 
Chevrolet/Howe 1,000 g.p.m. pumper. In 1975 a Jeep brush 
truck was added to handle fires off the road. 

The department's greatest change occurred in 1976. On July 
4 , 1976 the Mount Tabor Volunteer Fire Department began 
operating a rescue squad. The rescue squad was operated by men 
and women from the department who had taken extensive medical 
training and were certified in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) , Advanced First Aid and several were North Carolina 
Emergency Medical Technicians. At first the 1970 pumper was 

used to carry the rescue equipment, in September of 1976 a used 
1965 Cadillac ambulance was purchased from the Vienna Fire 
Department. 

Growth and advancement has continued in the Mount Tabor 
Volunteer Fire Department. In 1980 a second building was built 
to better house the squad and brush truck. In late 1980 a new 
Chevrolet Rescue / Ambulance was purchased and the 1965 
Cadillac affectionately known as "Leroy" was finally retired 
from emergency service. 

In 1984 the community demonstrated its overwhelming sup
port of the fire department by enacting a special fire and rescue 
protection tax district. The property tax provides revenues to sup
port the department's operations and freed the membership of 
the burdens of fundraising. This relief was greatly needed as in
creased call volume, increased costs and increased training and 
maintenance requirements were beginning to strain the abilities 
of the department. 

To improve our fire protection capabilities a new Ford/Grum
man Pumper-Tanker truck was placed in service in March of 
1986. The demand for rescue and emergency medical services 
increased to the point where a second truck was needed . In 
January of 1988 a Ford/ Ashley diesel van ambulance was placed 
in ~ervice. 

The dedicated men and women of the Mount Tabor Volunteer 
Fire Department are constantly trying to improve their service 
to the community. They spend thousands and thousands of hours 
every year in service to their neighbors on actual emergencies, 
on stand-bys for athletic events, in training and on upkeep and 
maintenance of equipment and facilities . The department is now 
facing (as are many others) one of its greatest challenges -
recruitment of personnel in a society where volunteerism is on 
the decline. If you are willing to contribute your time and talents 
to helping your fellow man please join your local fire department. 
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In the early 1950's, the citizens of the Old Richmond com
munity saw a need for fire protection in their area. The Old Rich
mond Grange took the first step to organize a volunteer fire 
department . In 1954 the charter was granted for this department. 
It purchased an old Army surplus fire truck in 1954. 

In 1956 the department felt it was necessary to operate separate
ly from the Grange, so it was reorganized. The new Board of 
Directors saw a need for a place to store the fire truck and a dona
tion drive was started, land was leased, and a building was started. 
In the fall of 1956, a new fire truck (pumper) was ordered and 
delivery was made in October, 1956. Money was raised by door
to-door donations and suppers. 

The ladies saw that the firemen needed help in these suppers, 
so a ladies auxiliary was started. They have been a real help 
through the years. They have raised money by having suppers, 
bake sales, rummage sales, and by selling tickets for lawn 
mowers, weed eaters, quilts, and family pictures. 

Marvin Doub was the first fire chief. K. L. Smith was appointed 
as chief in 1956 and served until 1974. Greek Long was the next 
chief and served until 1985. Lloyd McCormick is the chief at 
the present time. 

In 1963 another pumper was purchased. In 1972 another 
pumper was purchased. 

In 1976 we saw the need for a rescue squad. A 1970 Chevrolet 
station wagon was purchased and a rescue squad was started to 
assist the ambulance service in our district. The Army surplus 
fire truck was sold at this time. 

In 1979 a one-ton Chevrolet truck was purchased and equipped 
with a modular body and equipment to assist in all types of 
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medical assistance. At this time, the 1957 fire truck was sold . 
In 1980 a 1981 GMC pumper/tanker was purchased in ordt:r 

to get a lower insurance rate for the district. We now have a <J /6 
insurance rating. 

In 1970, two additional bays were built onto the fire station. 
In 1983 more land was acquired and two more bays were added 
to the station with separate heating and air conditioning. The old 
station has been insulated overhead, all wiring and lighting have 
been changed, and all doors are equipped with electric openers 
and closers. The meeting room and kitchen have been remodeled . 
New windows and vertical blinds have been installed. In 1985, 
a new heating and air conditioning unit was installed in the old 
part of the station. 

In October, 1985, a new GMC 3/4-ton pick-up truck was 
delivered with a slide-in unit to be used on brush and wood fires. 

In 1987, we sold the 1970 Chevrolet station wagon and pur
chased a 1985 Ford van to be used as a backup unit for the squad. 

In July, 1988, a new 1989 Mack 1250 g.p.m. pumper was 
ordered. This truck was delivered in March, 1989. In November , 
1988, the 1963 Chevrolet fire truck was sold to Skull Camp 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

At this time, we have 40 volunteer firemen that give of their 
time and knowledge to make the Old Richmond community safe 
and better place in which to live. We would like to thank the 
people of this community for their support, both financial and 
otherwise. 

E.G. LONG, JR. 
Chief (Retired) 



l 1s· () Y OF P NEY GROVE VOLUNTEE 
FIRE AND RESCUE DE :A. . MENT 

STAT ON NUMBER 32 

Pm · rove Volunteer Fire-Rescue Department is located on 
~ northern border of Kernersville, NC. In August of 1967, 
v ral members of this community decided that a fire depart
~nl was needed to protect their lives and investments . The first 
!eting was held on August 24, 1967 in the Piney Grove United 
ethodisl Church . This group realized , with no money, that 
>rking together and working hard was the only way their dream 
uld become a reality so they set their goals, rolled up their 
:eves, and went to work. September 29, 1967, the department 
1s incorporated, in November the first truck, a 1950 Ford 550 
lion pumper, was purchased and Piney Grove became a fire 
partment. 
Our department had one monitor so when a call was received 
e Chief would call another member whose wife would call two 
ore members and so on . We finally got a 1953 Mack, but 
ithout a building some members had to keep the vehicles at their 
,mes . When a call was received, the members with the trucks 
::mid respond, wives or children would respond , wives or 
1ildren would call other members, and the truck drivers would 
op small bags of lime at every turn so the others could follow. 
Three years old , Piney Grove moved into our new building 
ith its trucks and personnel. The hard work had not ended, only 
:gun anew because the goal that had been set was to provide 
e best protection possible for our community. With this goal 
mind , in 1973 , we decided to add a rescue department to pro-

vide a more complete service. With this new expansion Piney 
Grove wanted to be able to give the community the best 
emergency care. So with this in mind it meant getting the best 
possible training, at this time over two thirds of our rescue are 
certified EMT's. 

In 1983, after a lot of training and hard work by Ken Young, 
one of our volunteers, we decided to add the Dog Search and 
Rescue. We now have four dogs, all of these dogs are trained 
for a specific job. The arson dog is train to sniff out fuels, such 
as gas, oil , lighter fluid. The tracking dog is for tracking miss
ing persons . The water dog is train to find bodies in water, and 
the cadaver dog is used for finding dead bodies. These dogs are 
used to assist police departments and fire departments through 
out the state. 

In 1989, we purchased our heavy rescue truck. This truck was 
designed by one of our volunteers, Billy Royal. What makes this 
truck so special is the fact that it is equipped to handle any rescue 
call reguardless to how minor or major the incident may be. 

We, at Piney Grove Fire-Rescue realize that we have a great 
heritage. There have been many hours of hard work and many 
sacrifices made to bring us where we are today. We still have 
the same goals as we did in 1967, and that is to provide the best 
fire and rescue service possible for our community . With this 
goal and God's help, we are looking forward to the challenges 
of the future. 
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HISTO UAL ALL FIRE AN RESCUED .P 
S'JfATJION NUMBER 23 

All too often, a shrill siren punctuates the silence of Rural Hall 
and firefighters dash to their automobiles to answer alarms. They 
have been rushing from ball games, dinner tables and leisurely 
evenings to extinguish fires since 1939, when the Rural Hall Fire 
Department was formed. It was the first volunteer fire depart
ment in Forsyth County. 

A few months earlier, in 1939, citizens managed to save a local 
business from fire by borrowing hoses loaned by other businesses 
in the community. From this spark was kindled the fire depart
ment. At the beginning, the department purchased a 1941 
Plymouth truck for $500 and spent $25 to paint it "Fire Engine 
Red." The truck was equipped with ladders, lanterns, ex
tinguishers, and hose. 

A one ton truck was added in 1948. Built mainly by C.M. 
Baker, the first fire chief, it carried 150 gallons of water and was 
equipped with a pump which could dispense 350 g.p.m. from 
a fire hydrant or other water sources. Although the equipment 
was jerry-rigged to a great extent, the firefighters were able to 
make use of it. 

The department got a home in 1949. A two-story building near 
Rural Hall School gave the department a place to house the trucks 
so that the water would not freeze during the cold winter. In the 
upstairs area was room for meetings and offices for the water 
department. 

The department has grown in other ways, also. The Rural Hall 
Fire Auxiliary was formed in 1955 . The Rural Hall Junior Fire 
Department was added in 1968 and was the first organized junior 
fire department in Forsyth County. 
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In 1972 a Rescue Squad was organized that con , It I or i 
GMC van fully equipped for rescue and Emergency M ft •~' 
vice . Later, a 1977 Dodge Maxivan squad unit WH:- I f,1 ,1 itt 

. . 
service. 

In 1988 renovation and additions to the existing fire stat11H1 
began and were completed in 1989. The finished product left tw 
signs of the old station that had housed the growing fleet of equip• 
ment for years. The new building includes a 5 bay station with 
3 drive-through areas. A large training room, along with offices, 
bath facilities, a lounge and completely furnished kitchen com
pliments the first floor of the building . The second floor consists 
of sleeping quarters for the Forsyth County Emergency Medical 
Services Paramedic Unit which is stationed at the building. Cur
rently, a recreation room for the firefighters is under construc
tion, with completion expected in 1990. 

Fire and Rescue activities have increased considerably, cur
rently answering over 700 calls annually. The Department is cur
rently operating on a budget of over $180,000. 

The current list of apparatus includes a 1988 GMC 1,000 
g.p.m. Pumper-Tanker, a 1982 Spartain 1,250 pumper, a 1981 
GMC 4x4 Brush Truck, and a 1974 International 1,000 g.p.m. 
Pumper. The Rescue vehicles include a 1985 Horton Ambulance, 
a 1980 GMC Heavy-Rescue vehicle which is equipped with a 
Hurst Power Rescue Tool , Heavy Duty Air Bags, and other 
modern rescue equipment. 

The Department currently has 40 Firefighters along with 8 
Junior Firefighters. 

1\ ll 



HISTO Y OF SALEM CHAPEL V LUI TEER 
FI E DEPA iir,MENT, INCo 

STATION NUMBER 24 

The idea of some form of fire protection for the Dennis-Salem 
Chapel area actually originated at the annual meeting of the 
Walkertown Volunteer Fire Department in January 1982. Dur
ing the course of the meeting the new pumper/tanker the depart
ment had on order was discussed and the question was raised 
about what would be done with the truck that it was replacing. 
This truck was a 1954 GMC pumper. There was a request made 
by Gene Reid that the Board of Directors, rather than sell the 
truck, consider placing it in the Dennis-Salem Chapel area . This 
area was located in the northern part of the Walkertown Fire 
District. 

A committee was appointed to study the feasibility of this re
quest. The committee consisted of members of the Walkertown 
Department and members of the Dennis-Salem Chapel Com
munity. After serious consideration the committee recommended 
that the people of this community organize a new fire depart
ment and for Walkertown to donate the truck to them. 

An organizational meeting was held at the Fulp Moravian 
Church August 29 , 1982 and a Board of Directors was selected 
at that time . They were: Danny L. Thomas, President; Roscoe 
Smith, Vice President; Robert E. Reid, Secretary; George 0. 
Seivers, Treasurer; Clarence Champbell, Eddie Campbell, 
Michael H. Pierce James W. Tilley, J. Harvey Wilson. 

The Salem Chapel Volunteer Fire Department was chartered 

October 21 , 1982 and soon thereafter land for a station was 
donated by Edards Reid. Construction of the building began 
January I 6 , I 983. During the construction period the firemen 
received many hours of training and in April 1983 the building 
was completed and the department began serving the community . 

The department consists of approximately 28 firemen and 25 
ladies auxiliary members. 

Until May 1985 the department operated on donations. At that 
time the residents of the district voted to enact a fire tax for depart
ment funding. 

The department operates the following apparatus: 
1972 Ford Pumper 
1965 Ford Pumper 
1963 Mack Pumper 
1967 International Tanker 
1980 Dodge Brush Truck 
The 1972 Ford was recently refurbished with the majority of 

the work being performed by the firemen. This is the third truck 
that our personnel have refurbished. 

We just completed our seventh year in operation and we feel 
we have come a long way in that amount of time. This is due 
to many generous individuals who have given freely both of their 
time and money . 
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l §TO Y SOUT FO K FIRE DEPARTMENT 
§1fA1fJION NUMBER 10 

During the spring of 1951, it was recognized that a need ex
isted for a fire department in the South Fork Community. The 
area was building up and there was little rural fire protection for 
the western part of the county. 

Several meetings were held at the South Fork School, and in 
August of 1951 the South Fork Volunteer Fire Department was 
one of the first in Forsyth County to receive a charter. 

The Forsyth County Fire Department had just purchased a new 
fire truck and loaned our department the Jeep and water trailer 
used previously by them. This equipment was used until a more 
useful truck could be obtained. Construction was started on the 
firehouse and after many nights and Saturdays it was completed . 

During this time a used truck chasis was obtained and outfitted . 
with an 800 gallon tank, pump and other equipment. The depart 

;<! ·J• '·'· ·,.t..•: \ · ' \ 

ment then had a better piece of equipment and rcspondcd 1, 1 111 i11 1y 
fires over the north , south, and western half of the cou111y . /\ 
short time latter a small Army truck was acquired for use i11 woods 
fires . Since this time nine other pieces of fire fighting e4uip111rnt 
has been purchased and used by this department . 

Very little money was available during the early years. so the 
department sponsored various projects including barhcquc sup
pers and annual donation drives . This department is now ta x sup
ported thanks to the support of the residents of the fire district. 

During the past 38 years the department has continued to pro
vide the most up-to-date equipment available and has responded 
to well over 4,300 calls. The support of the community and the 
dedication of our fire fighters has made this endeavor a success. 
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OJ 'I ALLEY'S CROSSING FIRE DE ~ TMENT, I C., 
STATION NUMBER 25 

·1 h<' 0 11• 11111.·UkJ il Cll" th 'falley's Crossing Fire Department began 
n ti • 'i)1t rn of 1954 after a near disaster was averted when a group 

1 I It l ' I r ·sidcnts managed to extinguish a large field fire with 
l ,\k 'S, shove Is, hoes and whatever other implements that were at 
hand . The need for a fire department was apparent and the peo
pl · <Jf the community overwhelmingly responded, with sufficient 
pledges and donations to fund the establishment of the department. 

A track of land was purchased from Mrs. Nannie Harrell. This 
propL'rty is at the intersection of Hopkins Road and West Moun
tain St. The original building 30'x 30' on the south side of the 
building. in 1975 they added two more apparatus bays 30'x30' 
on the north side. The current station now has on the 1st floor, 
.i ,mall kitchen, lounge area, exercise area, four apparatus bays, 
up.,tairs is the bunk rooms, chiefs office, training room and an 
;1rea for the department's 80826 computer. 

In July 1955 the contract was drawn for the first fire engine 
of the new department. This was a pumper which had mounted 
a Berkeley volume single stage pump on a two ton GMC chassis, 
this also carried 800 gallons of water. At the time of delivery of 
the 1Kw truck there were about thirty department members who 
hl'gan their training in earnest . Shortly thereafter, a traffic con
trol group was organized to aid the department and community 
in emergency situations and in community activities in which traf
fic congestion is a problem. In June 1957 the department 
purchased a 1945 International 1,200 gallon tanker (military 
vc..:hicle) which further increased fire protection in the community. 

In the same year a well was dug (again by department labor) 
and a barbecue pit was constructed . This barbecue has been used 
an average of three times each year to cook barbecue to raise 
revenue for operating expenses. These barbecue/chicken pie sup
pers . along with auction sales and community donations have 
enabled the department to continue operations through the years. 
In November 1984 the voters in the Talley's Crossing Fire Pro
tection District overwhelmingly elected to have the district 
c..:stabl ished as a fire tax district. 

The Ladies' Auxiliary was established in 1955 and has been 
instrumental in augmenting department operations, most notably 
in fund raising over the years. The auxiliary has also contributed 
to the building maintenance and in 1983 donated $1,500.00 toward 
the purchase of OSHA/NFPA approved structural firefighting pro
tc..:ct ivc gear for the safety of the firemen . 

In 1963 the department replaced the aging 1945 tanker (military 
vehicle) with a new modern 1,000 gallon tanker with a 250 gpm 
P'l pulllp on a Ford chassis, 1972 the department replaced the 
u ill · 1955 fire engine with a new modern up-to-date 1972 GMC 
I. pm pumper and tank capacity of 800 gallons of water by 
i I >\ 1J. 11 aratus rnanufacturers. 

l11 11 ·,x th I partment was given a surplus four-wheel drive 
u11ltt,11 , "·bi •I ·. whi h was converted to off road fire apparatus 
lo, 11vlt111w fit• ld/twu~h/woods fires . This piece of apparatus car

'll(l .,llum, .of. w11Jl.!I' and is equipped with a 200' bposter 
k 1111 I 1110' llf -1 '' lilf t;, tr , h ,.·c ausJ many hand tools. In 1990 

... .,. __ .. -.. ,,J .1 111.1'11 I-' •1w r,11nr :.md thur quartz lights on telescoping 
fwl&t i,, i~li 1wi1th1 at 111 •ht for all responses. This unit 

•1s" "" ~• ' • I • . , 
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In 1982, the board of directors contracted the building of a 1,000 
gpm pumper/1000 gallons tank capacity with jet assist for drop 
tank operations in areas with no hydrants. 

In 1986, the board of directors contracted the building of a 
custom 1,500 gpm pumper capable of carrying five men seated 
with seat belts, to meet NFPA safety standards, and a tank capacity 
of 750 gallons of water mounted on a Duplex/Grumman 1,000 
gpm pumper with tank capacity of 800 gallons of water, would 
become our hydrant supply pumper and as a training engine, for 
driving and pump operations. In this same year the department 
sold the aging 1963 Ford tanker and funds received were used 
to purchase 4 11 supply hose and necessary adapters. Each piece 
of rated equipment now carries 1200' of the 4" supply hose as 
we are very fortunate to have 90 % of the district covered by fire 
hydrants. 

In 1987, the board of directors contracted to enlarge the pre
sent building to give 10 more feet in depth to all four engine bays. 

In 1988, Kernersville annexed parts of the Hopkins Road area, 
thus contracting with Talley's Crossing to provide fire protection 
in the new annex area under a five year contract. With this con
tract, Talley's Crossing was to hire a full time firefighter for the 
work day Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. This would 
guarantee immediate response during normal work days, because 
there is a shortage of day time people. With the administrative 
workload becoming heavier, they also agreed to hire a part time 
secretary and pay their Fire Chief for administering the manage
ment of the department. This action taken by the board of direc
tors would make this the first volunteer fire department in For
syth County to provide a paid firefighter in the day time, which 
would be setting the pace for other volunteer fire departments to 
follow suite. We are currently under a new annexation of 818 acres 
on the west side of Kernersville. We are negotiating with the Town 
of Kernersville for another five year contract. The Talley's Cross
ing Board of Directors has authorized hiring the second full time 
paid firefighter for the community. 

The planning that is now possible has been brought about by 
the support of the community, which in 1984 voted to give its 
financial support through a fire tax. This support was sought by 
the department because of the increasing cost of equipment and 
the expanding population within the community which has resulted 
in many more emergency responses than in years past. As develop
ment within the area continues, the need for fire protection can 
only become greater. 

The increasing complexity of fire protection has emphasized 
the need for training in the volunteer fire service and the members 
of the Talley's Crossing Fire Department average 142 hours of 
training in 1989. This compares with the minimum of 36 hours 
per year required by the State of North Carolina and the current 
requirements of the SARA bill that was passed by law. 

' ' 
The department currently has 29 members on the rolls. We, 

the members of the community ;re indebted to the charter 
members who organized the department and to all the people who 
have supported anc\ maintained it through, the· years. 
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HISTORY OFT ANG1LEVOJL TEE Fl{ DEIPARTME T5 I Cc 
STATIO I NUMBER ].6 

Triangle Volunteer Fire Department was first organized as 
Sedge Garden Volunteer Fire Department. It started to organize 
in April, 1949 when several Civic Club members decided they 
needed to do something to help protect homes and other property 
from fire. After checking around they found they could buy a 
used fire truck from the city of Winston-Salem. This was the first 
volunteer fire department in Forsyth County. They were to serve 
Sedge Garden, Beesons Cross Roads and Union Cross. Both of 
these areas now have their own departments. They also helped 
at City View, Thomasville and High Point. Mr. H.B. Self was 
chairman. The first fire chief was Robah Thomas. 

In 1955 , they changed the name to Triangle Volunteer Fire 
Department. This was when they decided to reorganize. At that 
time, Mr. H.B. Self was elected chief. 

In 1956 they proceeded to get their State Charter, and shortly 
after were incorporated. 

They purchased the land that Triangle now stands on and 

---- -. -,:.~ 
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dedicated their new building at 3260 Kernersville Road on June 
16, 1963. The community and buildings have kept increasing until 
Triangle needed to ad a large bay at the back of the building to 
accomodate another fire truck. They now have an aerial, a 
pumper, two brush trucks, and one light unit. 

The Chief today is Ray Smith with James Baker and Butch Trot
ter Assistant Chiefs. They have a roster of 30 firemen. Each 
fireman is required by law to have 36 hours of training each year. 
Many have more training in phases such as radioactive accidents, 
explosives, arson, LP gas leaks, drivers training, first aid EMT 
and CPR. 

They now hold their training meetings on the first and second 
Tuesday nights of each month . The day crew holds their meetings 
on Friday mornings. We, at Triangle, are very proud of what 
we have accomplished, and will continue to do our very best to 
serve those in our district to the best of our ability. 

.' l 



"JSTO Y OF UNION C SS VOLUNTEER 
FI EDIE ~ TMENT, INCo 

STATION NUMBER 28 

The Union Cross Volunteer Fire Department began operation 
as an auxiliary unit of Triangle Volunteer Fire Department in 
1957. A 1957 Dodge truck with a 800 gallon tank and a 350 gpm 
pump was purchased . The equipment was housed at 1780. Union 
Cross Road in a building owned by Union Cross Moravian 
Church . The department was officially incorporated in May of 
1958 . Engine 128 was put into service July of that year. Oscar 
Weavil was elected the department's fire chief. Mr. Weavil served 
as the fire chief until 1966. Paul Stephens was elected the new 
chief. 

In April 1967 the department voted to purchase a modern fire 
truck. A 1968 GMC with 800 gallon tank and a 500 gpm pump 
was put into service april 1968. 

By 1972 Union Cross had matured into a complete and com
petent fire department. As a result the department received a 9AA 
fire rating in 1972 . This helped the residents in our district to 
get the low fire insurance rates they are enjoying today . 

In 1978 a study committee was formed to assess our needs into 
the 80 's and beyond. It was determined, that in order to con
tinue to offer top quality fire protection service, a new truck was 
needed . After months of planning, specifications were drawn up 
and a new truck was ordered. A 1979 Ford with a 800 gallon 
tank and 1000 gpm pump. Our original pumper was converted 
to a tanker with a 1000 gallon tank and quick dump capabilities. 
This greatly aided our water supply requirements. Later the tank 
from this truck was mounted on a GMC chassis donated by R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. This truck is currently called Tanker 428. 

In 1982 the Union Cross Rescue Squad was formed. Don Atkins 
was elected the squad's first captain. A used rescue squad vehicle 
was purchased from Forsyth County in October of 1982. 

It required an extensive amount of work to get it ready ror opcr:1• 
tion and was put into service in March of 1983 . It was ru I I y 
equipped and was transport capable. It has been a valuabl~ 
addition to our community . 

1982 was also the year Paul Stephens retired as Chief. Robert 
Tucker, a long time Union Cross fireman and resident . was 
elected to fill the post. · 

With the addition of the rescue squad it became apparent that 
the department had outgrown the building on Union Cross Road . 
In 1986 planning began for the construction of a new fire sta
tion. Land was purchased at the corner of Watkins Ford Road 
and Old U .S. Highway 311 for the new station. Several years 
of planning followed. The new station was constructed with a 
3600 sq. ft. bay area and 2400 sq. ft. meeting area. Fire trucks 
and equipment was moved to the new station in November or 
1989. 

Robert Tucker retired as chief after 7 years of dedicated leader
ship in December of 1989 . Robert Welch became the fourth l'ire 
chief to serve the Union Cross Volunteer Fire Department. Union 
Cross currently has 30 active firemen. Tweleve department 
members are Emergency Medical Technicians. 

Union Cross Fire and Rescue has come a long way since our 
first barbecue supper on June 8, 1957 where $350 was made . 
Countless man-hours have been spent in training, and fund raising 
to get the department to where it is now . While we look back 
with a feeling of pride at our accomplishments, we plan ror the 
future ways to make our department better. With the continued 
support of the community and the willing support of our members. 
we will strive to improve the quality of the service rendered . 



<>l' VIENNA VOLUNTEER FI E E A TMENT9 INCo 
STATION NUMBER 21 

,..__,11111 hr · Dt' \ 1lrlll1Cnt had its beginning at an August 
t 1 • 11 l t, t)' \1.1 1h · Vienna Civic Club when Mr. Marvin Beroth 
f • ,pu t d th 11 lit ' ' ivic Club spearhead a move to establish a fire 
cfq111f! 11 ' Ill or the Vienna community. At that time, Lewisville 

111 I tvj t. ·r ubor were providing tire service to part of the com-
111unily. lly the end of September 1954, a steering committee had 
t1 ·en formed. a fund drive started , and incorporation papers filed . 
The first lire truck was purchased from Lewisville and delivered 
on October 6. 1964. The first official meeting of the Vienna Fire 
Department was held on October 14, 1954. At this meeting a 
urnstitution was adopted and Marvin Wilson was elected Chief. 

By May 15 . 1955 a two bay building had been constructed at 
the intersection of Highway 421 (now Yadkinville Road) and 
Vienna-Dozier Road. In January 1956 the Vienna Fire District 
was established and recognized by the insurance companies. The 
department was able to add a second truck in April of 1956. A 
500 g.p.m. pumper was purchased in 1959 and in 1970 a 750 
g.p.m . pumper was added. The 1970 pumper was somewhat 
unique in that it was one of the first pumpers in the area with 
top mounted pump controls instead of the more traditional con
trols on the left side. 

In 1974, after more than 21 years of service, Marvin Wilson 
decided to step down as Chief. Harold Jent, then became the 
department's second chief. In April of 1975, the department 
decided to start a rescue squad . The Vienna Rescue Squad became 
operational in August of 1975 with a fully equipped used am
bulance. and started responding to calls in Vienna and also Mt. 
Tabor and Old Town areas of the Mt. Tabor Fire District. A new 
rescue truck was purchased in May of 1976 and put into service 
in July of that year. 

In 1977 . the tire department was beginning to see a decrease 

in contributions and a study was undertaken to establish a fire
tax district. An election was held on November 6, 1979, the tax 
was passed and set at 3.5 cents per $!00.00 

In 1980, a IO00 g.p.m. pumper was purchased . The depart
ment was expanded in 1982 with the addition of a three bay 
building behind the original and the purchase of a 1982, 1250 
gallon tanker. This was part of the effort required to obtain a 
Class 6 Fire Protection rating for all the residents of the Vienna 
Fire District (40% of which has no water lines or hydrants) . 

In October 1988, Harold Jent passed away with 14 years of 
service as chief. Assistant Chief J . D . Bero th served as chief until 
his retirement in January , 1989, with over 30 years of service. 
Currently, F. Walter Beroth serves Vienna as chief. 

In order to maintain the fire protection rating for the residents 
of Vienna Fire District, we took delivery of a Pierce Lance 
pumper in October, 1989 . This was 35 years almost to the day 
since the first official meeting of the fire department. The new 
pumper is capable of pumping 1250 gallons of water per minute 
from draft and has a fully enclosed seating capacity for 6 per
sonnel. This was the first unit of this type to be delivered to the 
Forsyth County, Winston-Salem area . 

The Vienna Fire Department is always looking for volunteers 
to serve as firefighters and rescue personnel. Anyone wishing 
to serve their community should contact Chief Walter Beroth at 
945-5631 on Monday or Tuesday nights between the hours of 
7 :30 and 9 :00 p .m. 

The Vienna Volunteer Fire Department Inc . meets quarterly 
and all meetings are open to the public . The corporation is com
posed of fire department members and community leaders . Any 
Vienna residents are welcome to attend as prospective members 
or guests. 

.. 



H STO Y OF WALKE TOWN VOLU TEE 
FI E DEPA TME T1 Co 

STATION NUMl8ER 22 

On February 27, 1953, Walkertown Civic Club recommended 
to the Walkertown Community Council that a community con
duct a campaign to establish a community fire department. 

One week later this group set a goal of$15,000 for the initial 
purchase of fire equipment. Also , boundry lines were the entire 
Walkertown School District. 

On April 24, 1953, a public meeting was held at the school 
and the name Walkertown Volunteer Fire Department was 
adapted. 

On April 23 , 1953 a GMC truck with John Bean Equipment 
was purchased at the cost of $9,276. The truck arrived on Oc
tober 16, 1953. On September 17, 1953, property was purchased 
for $1,300 in central Walkertown business district for a station. 

In May 1954, the fire station was in operation and authority 
was granted to purchase a Ford truck with a 1,000 gallon water 
tank. 

In 1955 a Sanitary District was formed and Clyde Webster was 
appointed Chief. The Department started with Chief Webster and 
fifteen men from the community. 

In 1961 the Sanitary District purchased a 500 g.p.m. pumper 
and fire fighting equipment. 

In May 1963 the fire department purchased a new Ford truck 
with Howe fire fighting equipment with an 800 gallon water 
capacity at a cost of $16,500 . 

In 1971 a Ford fire engine with a 1,000 gallon pump was pur
chased at a cost of $33,500. 

In January 1975 the Ladies Auxiliary was formed with fifteen 
members . Their purpose was to support the firemen, have fund-

raising projects , and furnish refreshments. 
In 1976 a Chevrolet brush truck with a 250 gallon tank was 

purchased . A new addition was added to the fire station which 
made the present station consist of five bays, a kitchen area and 
a large meeting room . 

In 1977 Gray Martin had a dream of forming a rescue squad . 
This was talked about and in November of 1977 the first meeting 
was held. There were 38 members present. The first rescue squad 
truck was a 1963 International truck given by the Civil Defense 
Department. 

In 1979 a new Ford truck was purchased and equipped for the 
rescue squad and dedicated in memory of Captain Gray C. Martin. 

In 1982 a new Ford fire truck with 1,000 g. p. m. pump was 
purchased. It was put into service in 1983 . The cost of this truck 
was $98,000. 

In 1983, a van was given from the county surplus. Its use is 
to carry extra equipment and supplies. 

In 1987 a new Spartan fire truck with a 1,500 g .p.m. pump 
was put in service at a cost of $156,000. 

In March 1990 a new Spartan Fire Truck was ordered with 
a 6 man enclosed cab and a 1750 g.p.m. pump. 

The present fire department has 50 members: 34 firefighters, 
22 rescue workers, 10 traffic officers - 50% of the members 
qualify in more than one division. 

The Ladies Auxiliary has nine members and arc a very impor
tant support group to the fire department . 

In 1989 the fire department answered 582 calls: 244 fire calls 
and 338 rescue calls. 


