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Hand/Horse Apparatus 

1890s Howe chemical fire engine 
 
Plus 600 feet of hose  
Sanborn Map information: 
1885 Apr – Not listed 
1893 Sep – Listed 
1898 Feb – Listed 
1908 Sep – “One hand engine” listed.1 

 

Circa 1895 Howe hand engine 
 
Mounted on four-wheel, hand-pulled chassis. 
Included suction hose for drafting from ocean or wells. 
Purchased from Howe Engine Company of Indianapolis, IN, 
along with a hose reel and 750 feet of hose 
Likely retired in 1910 
See footnote below 

 

1895 Howe hand reel 
 
Purchased in same order as above engine 

 

 

1 What should we make of the Sanborn Map information, and in context of the subsequent Howe hand engine? 
MCFD records “about 1895” as the year the hand engine was acquired. Did the 1898 map incorrect recorded a new 
hand engine as the prior chemical engine? Was the “Howe chemical fire engine” really the “Howe hand engine” but 
delivered as early as September 1893? To be determined. 



1906 Howe gas-powered pumping engine 
 
Mounted on hand-drawn chassis. 
Purchased along with reel and hose. 
Resolution for purchase dated May 18, 1906. 
Price $2,160. 
Delivered in July 1906. 
Painted red 
Listed in 1908 Sanborn Maps as “Triplex gasoline fire engine”  
Listed in 1913 Sanborn Maps as “gasoline fire engine, 6 x 6”2  

 

1906 Howe hose reel 
 
Purchased in same order as above engine. 
Described in 1913 Sanborn Maps as carrying 500 feet 2 ½-inch 
hose. 

 

Hose carts 
 
Listed in September 1908 Sanborn Maps as “Two independent 
hose carts.”  
Likely the two hand reels listed above. 

 

1910 horse hose wagon 
 
Described in 1913 Sanborn Maps as carrying 800 feet of 2 ½-
inch hose. 
Built in New Bern 
Purchase price $750, paid half by town and half by firemen 
Also used as racing wagon in state tournaments  

 

 

2 What does “six by six” mean? 



Motor Apparatus 

1920 American LaFrance/Brockway combination 
chemical/hose car 

 
Described in 1924 Sanborn Maps as carrying 1,800 feet 2 ½-
inch hose and a 50 gallon chemical tank. 
Traded circa 1928, as credit toward purchase of new 
American LaFrance apparatus. 

 

1926 American LaFrance Type 75 triple combination 
#5489 

 
Shipped 3/24/26, order #287 
750 GPM, 40 gallon chemical tank (converted to water tank 
by 1941) 
Described in 1941 Sanborn Maps as carrying 1000 feet 2 ½-
inch hose, 25-feet ladder. 
Factory records include “1979, Bill Alldred, ‘Auntie 
Maimes’, Fort Lauderdale, FL. Likely later owner.  

 
Courtesy Jesse Chaplain 

1926 American LaFrance Type 40 chemical/hose truck 
#5694 

 
Shipped 7/30/26, order #1708 
Factory records include remarks “NC Firemans Assn.” 
Perhaps disposed to them?  

This truck did not serve Morehead City. It 
was built for the North Carolina State 
Fireman’s Association and was presented to 
the association at their annual convention in 
Morehead City in July 1926.  

Circa 1928 American LaFrance quadruple combination 
(pumper/service truck)  

Reported the Raleigh News and Observer on April 5, 1929, 
the truck would be purchased soon for the town, and would be 
delivered around September 1. 

Described in 1941 Sanborn Maps as 1000 GPM, 90-gallon 
water tank, likely converted from chemical tank, 1,000 feet 2 
½-inch hose, 235 feet of ladders. 
Cost $13,850 
1920 hose car traded at same time for $1,500 credit. 

 
North Carolina State Archives photo 



1951 FWD FR-50-T-H pumper (#70105)  

500 GPM 
Open-cab 
Delivered April 24, 1951 
Overturned and killed firefighter Andrew Bell on May 1, 
1951. 
Repaired and returned to service 
Sold in 1976 to Sea Level FD in Carteret County.3 

 
Pictorial History of Morehead City 

 
Courtesy Jesse Chaplain 

1956 GMC/American LaFrance pumper,  

750 GPM (alternate capacity 650 GPM) 
Open cab 
Red/white  
Engine/Truck/Number 6 (Sta 2) 
Delivered November 1956 
Cost $14,388 

Sold to someone in England, loaded onto a freighter, and 
shipped. The truck was restored and lettered as “Engine 11” 
for reasons unknown. 

Recalls Capt. Joe Fulcher, the builders wanted to display the 
apparatus at a truck show in Miami, so extensive chrome 
work was added on the front for free, so the truck would stand 
out at the show.  

Photos: Tony Kelly (?) top, unknown, circa 1985, in Brighton, 
England (!), from this Flickr posting (bottom) 

 

  

 

3 Source Hose & Nozzle, July-August 1976 



Circa 1956 tanker 

1,200 gallons 
White or red/white 
Open cab 
Built by MCFD on a surplus 1950s? military chassis.  
Equipped with small gasoline-powered pump. 4 

 
Pictorial History of Morehead City  

 
Hose & Nozzle photo of Newport apparatus, 
converted from surplus military gas tanker, 
April 1956. The MCFD tanker was probably 
similar. 

1963 GMC pumper 

1000 GPM  
White/red 
“Number 7” (Sta 1)  
Lettered with “No. 7” on side. 
Sold to Cedar Island FD in Carteret County 

 

1972 Ford C/Howe pumper 

1000/500 
Red 
Engine/Truck/Number 8 (Sta 2)  
Moved to reserve in 1988 
Sold 2004  

Hose & Nozzle photo 

 

4 Likely 6x6 former fuel truck with dual rear wheels. Newport FD also had one, as did other rural fire departments 
around the state. 



1972 Ford C/Howe tanker 

1500/300 
Red 
Sta 2 
Sold 1982 or 1983. 

 
Hose & Nozzle photo 

1980 Grumman/Howe/Hendrickson pumper 

 
1250/500 
White 
Engine 9 (Sta 1)  
Cost $100,000 
Moved to reserve service in 2003 
Assigned to training academy in 2007  
Sold in 2012/2013. 
Last engine bought by city that could fit into Station 1. 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

1982 Ford LS-8000/Pierce pumper/tanker (#E-1627) 

1250/2500 
White 
Engine 10 (Sta 2)  
Now assigned to Station 1. 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

1986 Ford F-350 Super Duty utility truck 

White 
Two-person cab 
Equipment and air truck 
Replaced circa 2008 with an enclosed trailer that MCFD had 
built for rescue and air support. 
Disposed to MCPD for special operations team. 

 
Christian Shepherd /RCS Adventure photo 



1988 Spartan/Duplex/Quality  

1250/500 
White 
Engine 7 (Sta 2)  
Moved to reserve in 2006-2007 
Moved to Engine 3 in 2007-2008 at Station 3 
Returned to reserve in 2008 
Sold 2013 to volunteer fire department in Tennessee 
mountains. They planned to restore to first-line service. 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

1990s Utility – Rescue 2 

White 
Two-person cab with utility body 

 
Mike Legeros photo 

1996, circa – Year bought - 1975 Mack CF aerial 

Red/white 
85-foot 
Truck 1 (Sta 2)  
Ex-Newport, purchased from Cherry Point MCAS.  
Sold in/after 2006 after the apparatus failed a ladder test.  
Bought by Havelock man who owned a used car lot, then sold 
to owner of tree trimming company. 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

2004 E-One Typhoon 

1250/750 
White 
Engine 1 (Sta 1)  
Changed to Engine 5 (reserve) in 2013. 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

2006 Sutphen aerial platform 

1500/500/70-foot 
Red/white 
Engine 2 (Sta 2)  
Runs as engine first, then as aerial depending on first- or 
second-due. 
Delivered early 2007 

 
Lee Wilson photo 



2008 Sutphen Shield pumper (1500/750)  

White/red 
Engine 3 (Sta 3) 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

2012 Ford F-350 brush unit/paramedic QRV 

White with red graphics 
4x4 extended cab pick-up with forestry-style skid unit 
Rescue 2 (Sta 2) 

 
MCFD photo 

2012 Thomas/Sartin medical ambulance bus 

Red/white 
Funded by Homeland Security Grant. 
Cost $357,000, length 42 feet, carries 16 patients on stretchers 
and 10 on wheelchairs, or 23 ambulatory in seats.  
Delivered 2011  

Lee Wilson photo 

2013 Pierce Velocity rescue pumper 

1500/750 
Red/white 
Engine 1 (Sta 1) 
Delivered 2013 
Bumper-mounted deluge  

Lee Wilson photo 

Boats 

1984 Mitchell Marine Builder 

Surplus from Army COE 
25-foot 
Bought 2003 
Sold circa 2011 
Capacity? 

Lee Wilson photo 



2011 Jones Brothers 
 
25-foot  
Twin outboard motors, 500 GPM pump, 2.5 inch deck monitor, and complete electronic package 
including radar. Also on board is stokes basket and rescue equipment. 
Bought 2011 

MCFD photo 

Ambulances 

1996 Ford 
 
Disposed to police department. 

 

1998 Ford  

2006 Ford  

2009 Chevrolet  
 
Medic 3 (Sta 3) 

 
Lee Wilson photo 

2012 Chevrolet  
 
Medic 1 (Sta 1) 

 

 

 
Mike Legeros photo 



 

  
Mike Legeros photo 

Wildwood Apparatus 

Plus Wildwood apparatus added as merger with MCFD in 2014: 

2011 HME pumper-tanker 
 
1500/1000 
White/red 
Former WFD Engine 3 
Placed in service as MCFD Engine 6, as reserve at Station 
3 on October 1, 2014  

Lee Wilson photo 

1995 Freightliner pumper-tanker 
 
1250/1250 
White/red 
Former WFD Engine 2 
Placed in service as MCFD Tanker 3 at Station 3 on 
October 1, 2014 

 

1997 International ROM rescue/utility truck with breathing 
air compressor 
 
Former WFD Unit 4 
Formerly served Winfield and Community Fire Company 
in Carroll County, MD. Bought circa 2007. 
Placed in service as MCFD Utility 4 at to Station 3 on 
October 1, 2014. 

 
Mike Legeros photo 

2011 Chevrolet ambulance 
 
Placed in service as Medic 2 at Station 2 on October 1, 
2014. 

 



Note: WFD had an older E-One Telesquirt that was not 
disposed to MCFD. The truck will be sold by either the 
Wildwood Community Association or the county. 

What were earlier or historical Wildwood rigs? To be 
determined! Outside the scope of this document! 

 

 


