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Auditing and legal services 88.16
Postage 83.90
Office supplies 37.38
N. C. State license and fees 58.00
Intangible tax _ 15.96
Total disbursements ... $34,071.95 $3,554.01

Increase in cash balance during year (decrease in the

second column, this line) $  933.49 *110.95
Cash balance July 1, 1945 > 20,080.77  2,105.44
Cash balance June 30, 1946 $21,014.26 $1,994.49

———————————
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STATISTICIAN’S REPORT

By ALBERT W. BRINSON

Mr. Frank W. Bennett, President and Fellow Firemen of the North Carolina
State Firemen's Association:

I herewith submit to you my report of statistics for the fifty-ninth year
of our association.

Since I completed my last year's report we have seen World War II
come to a close with the surrender of Japan, those cowardly, yellow-
bellied murderers. We have settled down once more to the pursuit of life
and happiness. Most of the service men who were members of your
department and mine, and members of the North Carolina State Fire As-
sociation have returned home. In most cases they have returned to their
former fire fighting services. We each and every one now have another
big job to do and that is to conquer that devastating, murderous DEMON
FIRE who is on a rampage like the United States has never seen before.

NATIONAL FIRE LOSS: Our growing national fire losses are most
disturbing. What should worry all of us is that with the stopping of war
losses our losses did not stop or slow down but have continued to increase.
"The National Board of Fire Underwriters reports an alarming increase. in fire
losses. During June for example, the nation's loss totalled more than
$44,000,000, an increase of 29 per cent over June 1945. And the total for
the first six months of this year reached the record-breaking figure of $297,-
206,000. That is greater than the aggregate fire loss for any single full
vear from 1933 through 1940." I give you below the annual fire losses
of the United States from the beginning of World War I through World
War II:

$289,535,000 1933 .. $271,543,000

- 354,000,000 1934 271,197,000
321,000,000 1935 235,263,000
448,000,000 1936 266,659,000
495,400,000 1937 254,959,000
506,541,000 1938 258,477,000
535,372,000 1939 275,102,000
549,062,000 1940 285,879,000
559,418,000 1941 303,895,000
561,981,000 1942 314,295,000

______________________________ 472,934,000 1943 380,235,000
464,607,000 1944 423,538,000
459,446,000 1945 455,329,000

- 501,981,000 1946—See figures for the following

1981 o s, 451,644,000 six months.

1932 - . 400,859,000

January $49,808,000 April $52,153,000
February _ - 51,759,000 46,094,000
Mareh coolcdenor o 53,252,000 June .. 44,000,000

It is estimated now that the 1946 fire loss will reach $600,000,000.
If so it will be an all time high. Death and desolation by fires this year
are the greatest in our history. It is reported that a home is damaged or
destroyed by fire every 79 seconds. A life is lost every hour or an aver-
age of 29 deaths a day by fires. In the big fire of the La Salle Hotel in
Chicago on June 5, 61 persons lost their lives. It is reported that 5 out of
the 29 daily deaths are children under five years of age. The fire alarm
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bells in the United States ring every 53 seconds. All of America must

do something about this death "and desolation.’

LOSS: From the total fire reports ren@ered the Insurance
Comnslrirséirgief'IsR Efﬁce by the fire chiefs of 'N.orth Carolina for the yteadr frf
1945 1 find that there were 61 irotected CI}IEZZGE;L tovv;'ir;li ;eriéii?nl;ss =
these reports and fire losses. There were 1, s e O
$3,323,372, averaging $2,049 for each fire. The };lnerlgzé) ol
these 61 protected cities and towns (bqsed.‘on the 1 L L

i lation involved. I find included in the 16 . fires

gs;eﬁfnr;gnv;irtlhpgaital loss of $410,567; 84 apartment houses w1thAqbto'i1§
loss of $91,613; 19 hotel fires, including 2 YI’MCA and Uone YtV\tfcl lostsn -
ings, with many hundreds of human lives involved w1.[h' @& OC‘[th g 7
$26,159; 10 churches with a loss of $43,124; 8 school buildings wi
of $6,479; and 2 hospitals with the loss of $7,643.

Out of the 1622 fires 25 were major ones with losses e}ice?dﬁllg
$20,000 per fire. These 25 majors only represent 1 1-2 pertcterll 1oSs e
total reported fires in North Carolinq‘ vet they represeni( a o<:1Throee 2
$2,027,950 or 61 per cent of the entire state reported losses. il
fhése 25 major fires had a total loss of $1,075,000 or 32 per cen

entire reported state loss.

Listed below are the 26 major fires, types of business, cities in which
located, amount reported and probable cause, if known:

i1di i known.
Business buildings in Mebane, $44,000, un
M“;li?lfdc’(uring plant in Mocksville, $93,000, unllmown. .
Business buildings, Greenville, $22,450, from boiler room of pressing
b.

i Business buildings in Lenoir, $§3,888, urlxiknown.
facturi lant in Lenoir, $25,000, unknown. .

%’igﬁrgcggglgbismess block in Lexington, $31,000, undetermined.

h, Statesville, $35,000, started in fumgce room.

g?;r((::leaninq plant and loundry in Charlotte, $24,182, started from

dedréq;;%r; and Storage in Charlotte, $44,038, back-fire from auto.
Warehouse in Charlotte, $68,000, unknown.

Warehouse in Statesville $32,600, unknown.
Business buildings, Statesville, $65,830, unknown. -
Taylor's Tobacco Storage Warehouse and exposed property in Win
ston-Salem, $660,500, unknown, probably careless smoker. i
i i i ire i djoining building.

h in High Point, $23,560, from fire in « . : !
g\{l?rrl(ietuizsimnuchturing plant, storage and 1:tock room in Winston
, $89,000, unknown, probably careless smoker.

Salenéujiness building in Winston-Salem, $32,500, unknown,

ker.

CCITel;ZSedS n—é&d flour mill in High Point, $42,590, unknown.
Department Store in Asheville, $85,000, unknown.
Department Store in Asheville, $105,000, unk.nown. ; fre in
Department Store and Pool Room in Asheville, $23,500, from fire

adjoining building. : 4 g

lley Machine Shop in Greensboro, $42,5‘ , un 3
rlljlcf[mizleyaBrothers storage building in Wilson, $52,900, spontaneous.
ignition from burlap bags. ot o ’
tri factory in Gastonia, ,000, unknown.
Egzidf;lrcﬁd dry cleaning plant in Siler City, $21,000, unknown. .
Garage in Goldsboro, $28,000, electric drop cord fell on gasolin

soaked floor.

probably
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PROBABLE CAUSES OF FIRES: Out of the 1,622 fires reported prob-
able causes listed include: 342 unknown, undertermined or not given; 157
from defective chimneys and flues and associated causes; 47 from elec-
tricity, not including lighting or electric irons; 26 from accumulation of
trash, 186 from careless smoking; 151 from oil stoves used for cooking
and heating; 98 fires on roofs; 2 curtains too close to electric lights; 59
from stoves, furnace and pipes thereof too close to woorwork; 2 rats and
matches; 8 accumulation of dust; 30 carelessness with gasoline or deriva-
tives; 16 from electric irons; 9 from Christmas trees; 7 thawing pipes; 46
from overheated stoves and furnaces; 20 from hot ashes; 39 children and
matches; 12 from lightning; 25 from exposure; 29 spontaneous combustion;
8 from brooders; one moving picture film; 9 reported as of incendiary
origin, grass fires, automobile, and fires from burning grease. The un-
classified group includes the lollowing: Radio near curtain became over-
heated, maich got in ironer in laundry,, boys playing with fire crackers
set fire to cotton warehouse, light bulb in bed, tobacco falling on hot flue
(this is a common cause for rural fires but is seldom encountered in cities
or towns), smoldering ironing board put in closet, eleciric clock * ignited
cleaning' fuel, truck load of cotton seed broke through floor allowing gaso-
line to flow out of tank on a short circuit in the wiring, a child ironing,
sun rays through show window, working on auto carburetor set house on
fire, Lee McCoy hit his wife over her head with a lighted kerosene lamp
and set the house on fire, pig caught fire in a barbecue pit and set ad-
joining property on fire, comb caught on fire seting house afire, and o
maich ignited methyl chloride.

FIRE COLLEGE AND DRILL SCHOOLS: The 1946 Fire College and
Drill School was keld May 21, 22, 23 in the grand old host city of Char-
lotte, which has been host to the North Carolina State Fire Association
and the North Carolina Fire College and Drill Schools on many, many
occagions. The Fire College and Drill School was conducted by our own
Sherwood Brockwell, Sr., and an able and outstanding faculty including
North Carolina and out of state firemen. The College and School was
atended by over 300 North Carolina State Fire Association members, many
receiving their diplomas. The conductor, as usual, will file his detailed
report. :

The Eastern Caroling Fire College and Drill School was held in
Greenville and the Sand Hills was held in Hamlet in 1945,

The Eastern Carolina Fire Association and the Roanoke River Fire
Association were active during the year with the Roanoke River holding
six meetings and the Eastern Association four. All these meetings were
well atitended and most of them well represented by state association of-
ficers. Various fire department problems and state association matters
were fully discussed.

SCHOOL FIRES: There were only eight school fires reported by the
Fire Chiefs of North Carolina to the Insurance Commissioner's office during
the year 1945. These are only the school fires reported from the pro-
tected cities and towns in the state. There were some rural school fires
which I have no way of reporting the loss. The eight school fires reported
above had a reported total small loss of $6,479. This no doubt is one
of the smallest losses the state has had for many years. This loss of $6479
to eight school buildings compares very favorably with 1944, with six build-
ings with a total loss of $21,765. This record two year period, of the years
of 1944 and 1945, surely reflects the fact that the school officials, teachers,
fire department personnel and school children throughout North Carolina
exercised real fire prevention. There was no death or casualty reported
to a school child or teacher for the two year period.
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FIRE TOLLS: The state death total of 1945 shows a total of 76 deaths.
recorded by the Bureau of Vital Statistics compared with 71 for the year
1944, caused by conflagrations of buildings. There was a total of 144
accidental deaths of men, women and children from outdoor fires, smok-
ing in bed, playing with matches, scalding and handling of oil and other
inflammable fuels, etc. This gives an increase in deaths of 5 over 1943.
There were no recorded deaths of school children in this state during 1945.

ATRPLANE DEATHS: I am pleased to be able to report to you that
there was a decrease of 190 deaths from airplane accidents and crashes,
there having been 64 deaths during 1945 and 254 from the year of 1943.
It was not possible to ascertain how many of these deaths were caused
by burning planes. This large decrease in deaths was no doubt brought
about, to a great extent, by the lessened activities of the various military

groups.
FATAL OIL TRUCK AND TANKER ACCIDENTS: For the past number

of years the North Carolina firemen have been much interested in the oil
trucks qnd tankers plying our highsways and streets. Through the courtesy
of Major H. J. Haicher, commanding State Highway Pairol and director of
Highway Safety Division, I have been furnished with all reports of fatal
oil truck and tonker accidents for the past two and one-half year period.
1 find there was a total of 23 fatal accidents with 26 persons killed and
37 injured. Five of these tonkers burned, including the one that burned
in Bethel, destroying considerable city property. Four of these accidents
were in cities. Of these 26 killed 5 were burned to death. There were 9
tonkers and cars burned in the tanker accidents. Thirty-nine vehicles were
involved in fatal accidents including a bus and tonker collision which re-
sulted in 7 deaths and 24 injured.

I am not quoting these fatal accidents as a maiter of criticism but as
o means of bringing to the atention of the state firemen the importance of
urging city officials of cll cities and towns which have not established oil
tanker routes to establish truck and tanker lanes through the cities and
iowns in order to protect life and property. I wish to take this opportunity
to thank Mcjor Haicher and his department for furnishing us with these
reports.

ABOUT CONVENTION: The 196 North Carolina State Fire Associa-
onvention could not be held this year due to a host city not being

tion's Ci
Each and every one

able to take care of a convention the size of ours.
of your officers did everything in his power to get some city to try to
accommodate our convention but with no results. All cities contacted
gave the same reason, that due to the hotel accommodations being inade-

quate they could not ask for the convention however much they would

like to do so.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK: Fire prevention and cleaup week was

observed throughout the state of North Carolina by virtually every city
The campaign was conducted along the usual course of teaching
uture fires. In the National Campaign the

Awards for the United States standings with
grade of between 80 and 89 per cent in the

or town.
cleanup and prevention of f
judges placed the 1945 Merit
cities having a special merit
order of their standing:

Columbus, Ohio Camden, N. .

Tuscaloosa, Ala. Fayetteville, N. C.
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Bremertown, Wash.
Scranton, Pa. New Orleans, La.

Roanoke, Va.

Wichita, Kan.
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Hartford, Conn. Wausau; Wis
ggrrtkl:émga. " Watertown, N. Y.

T . Cre. . Grosse Pointe Park, Mich
Stevens Point, Wis. Gadsden, Ala ' .
Ié;lca;’ii CT;l? Sacramento, Calif.

1’—: atur, 1. Atlantic City, N. T.
F arkersburg, W. Va. Pine Bluff, Ark
Rochester, N. Y. Pittsfield, Mass.
Beatrice, Neb. Richmond, Va -
Mc_rietta, Ga. EI‘P:ICO ’ll”ex .
Qak Fidge, Tonn. Wilson, N. C
2, son, N. C.
Tolsedo, O.mo Nuskegon, Mich.
iﬂndldnapol;s, Ind. Athens, Tenn
Efizek%a Kan. Allentown, Pa.
crie, 2 Newton, Kan.
girxlv'burgh, N. TY. Salt Lake City, Utah
oy ke, .Hex. Holyoke, Mass.
o . ‘1oegr;e, Mo. Johnson City, Tenn
.i-‘chunecida N. Y. Baton Rouq;l La '
Chattanooga, Tenn. Chelsea T\/I(:[‘"Q .
El Dorado, Atk. Marion, Kan,
T+ 4 saird nissas Y .
e o vciol interest to norte that Fayetteville, North Caroling rates
il I 52 highest rated cities in the Merit grade
etwe surely shows that North Carolina cities
S : rited States when it comes to
" . :
sl g € . Carolina receiving First and
i orable Mention were: Fayetievil
Cliice T e X blje o ntion were: Fayetteville 1st., Wilson 2nd.
CGreenville.

‘ .I failed to get the in-
ion in 1944. The plaque
sl 8 wall reads, "National Fire
3 $ 3 b 4

: 031111Te Prevention, Hereby certifies that
: n . Honorable Mention for the State ¥ o

lina. Record of Merit October 8, 1944." B R S

ABOUT PRESIDENT FRANK W. BENNETT: The firemen of Durham
;Ifjsoe?l{lg‘ DE;; lfec{Bder on his 22nd. anniversary as chief of the depcr't-men;
ted Chie ennett with « plaque which read follo “An
ed. g 1 i s as follows: "Ar
QAeyil_\arraeIiﬁuon ﬁlresf/imec]l to Frank W. Bennett Faithful and efficien? publi‘;
S 1t irom the Members of the Durham Fire Depart t
second Anniversary of your Servic : ot i Wil
sec er L ices as Our Chief Beca Iy
telligent Leadership, Kindl i i e Bl
ship, Kindly Consideration and helpful C i
have not only endeared i . e e Ly
1 i yourself for all time to the pers 1 of thi
ment, but also Have Earned th enui y 5 onge o fo s Depent
B ko e i the Genuine Esteem of The Citizens of Durham,

o ;IRE DEPARTMENT'S 100TH ANNIVERSARY: The Atlantic Steam
ire Engine Company No. 1 of New Bern, North Caroli
: ’ rol 1
igz}c;lebémed its 100th anniversary. This company W(l:tnsqor(ésctniifzeecg I\(jlrclxyM?g
and was granted its Charter by the North Caroli i s
The company has continued 1 i ohting servi St Leglslflture-
Now B (0T o voluntary fire fighting services to the city of

IN MEMORY OF CHIEF FRANK D. SHAW: Fire Chief Frank D. Shaw

fllieed1 Aigust L1, 1946., after serving the Greensboro Fire Department for
arly 40 years. It is largely because of such fine leadership that the
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Greensboro Fire Department attained and maintained a high degree of
efficiency as is reflected in a very commendable fire record over a long
period of time.

Chief Shaw had been an outstanding worker in the North Carolina
State Firemen's Association, having been Vice President for two years
during the years of 1930 and 1931. He served as President in 1932 and
put his heart and soul into serving the firemen of all sections of the state.
When the firemen met they always could count on Frank being there with
that smile that his friends welcomed, and each fireman liked to call him
by his first name. Frank and his able firemen acted as host to five annual
meetings of the North Carolina State Firemen's Association with that same
friendly, spirit that Greensboro has always exhibited. The firemen of
North Carolina will cherish his memory as a great fireman who served well
and long.

With the closing of my statistician's report I wish to again thank
my friend and your friend, Sherwood Brockwell, Sr., North Carolina State
Fire Marshall, and the office of the Insurance Commissioner for their
cooperation in helping me to secure the necessary data for my 1946 report.

ALBERT W. BRINSON, Statistician




