
1899 -Chapter 5S. 193

CHAPTER 58.

An act to provide for the investigation of incendiary fires.

The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact :

Section 1. The insurance commissioner in the city of Raleigh and Insurance com-
missioDCF nod

the chief of the fire department or fire committee of the board of chiefs of fire

aldermen in other cities and towns are hereby authorized to investi- authorized to

gate the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire occurring in
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such cities or towns in which property has been destroyed or dam-

aged, and shall specially make investigation whether such fire was

the result of carelessness or design. Such investigation shall be be- When such
° ° investigation

gun within three days, not including the Lord's day, of the occur- shall be begun.

rence of such fire, and the insurance commissioner shall have the

right to .supervise and direct such investigation whenever he deems

it expedient or necessary. The board making investigation of fires

occurring in cities and towns other than the city of Raleigh may
forthwith notify said insurance commissioner, and shall within one Insurance com-

„ , _ „ . , , ,. .,. missioner shall
week of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the said insurance be notified.

commissioner a written statement of all the facts relating to the

cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and ownership of the

property destroyed, and such other information as may be called for Description of

by the blanks provided by the said insurance commissioner. The proper y -

insurance commissioner shall keep in his office a record of all fires

occurring; in the state, together with all facts, statistics and circurn- Insurance com-..„,„ , . , ,,. j missioner shall
stances, including the origin of the fires, which may be determined keep record of

by the investigations provided for by this act : such record shall at fires -

all times be open to public inspection.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of said insurance commissioner to ex- insurance com-

amine, or cause examination to be made, into the cause, circum- cause examina-
. ,, „ . ... . ,, , , . , • , tion to be made,

stances and origin of all fires occurring within the state to which

his attention has been called in accordance with the provisions of

said section one of this act, by which property is accidentally or un-

lawfully burned, destroyed or damaged, whenever in his judgment

the evidence is sufficent, and to specially examine and decide

whether the fire was the result of carelessness or the act of an in-

cendiary. The said insurance commissioner shall, when in his opinion

said proceedings are necessary, take or cause to be taken the testi- Testimony may
1 "

, „ . be taken on oath
mouy on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant ot any tacts

or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters as to which

an examination is herein required to be made, and shall cause the

same to be reduced to writing; and if he shall be of the opinion that

there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of J}^11™*™1

arson he shall cause such person to be arrested and charged with pected of arson.

such offense, and shall furnish to the solicitor of the district all such
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evidence, together with the names of witnesses and all the informa-

tion obtained by him, including a copy of all pertinent and material

testimony taken in the case.

Sec. 3. The insurance commissioner shall have the powers of a

trial justice for the purpose of summoning and compelling the atten-

dance of witnesses to testify in relation to any matter which is by

the provisions of this act a subject of inquiry and investigation.

Said insurance commissioner may also administer oaths and affirma-

tions to persons appearing as witnesses before them; and for false

swearing in any matter or proceeding aforesaid shall be deemed
perjury and shall be punished as such. Said insurance commissioner

shall have authority at all times of the day or night, in the perform-

ance of the duties imposed by the provisions of this act, to enter

upon and examine any building or premises where any fire has oc-

curred, and other buildings and premises adjoining or near the

same. All investigations held by or under the direction of the in-

surance commissioner may in his discretion be private, and persons

other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act

may be excluded from the place where such investigation is held,

and witness may be kept separate and apart from each other, and

not allowed to communicate with each other until they have been

examined.

Sec. 4. The insurance commissioner, or the chief of fire depart-

ment or fire committee of the board of aldermen, shall have the

right at all reasonable hours, for the purpose of examination, to en-

ter into and upon all buildings and premises within their jurisdic-

tion. Whenever any of said officers shall find in any building or

upon any premises combustible material or inflammable conditions

dangerous to the safety of such building or premises they shall order

the same to be removed, or remedied, and such order shall be forth-

with complied with by the owner or occupant of said building or

premises: Provided, however, that if the said owner or occupant

shall deem himself aggrieved by such order he may, within twenty-

four hours, appeal to the insurance commissioner, and the cause of

the complaint shall be at once investigated by the direction of the

latter, and unless by his authority the order of the fire chief or fire

committee above named is revoked such order shall remain in force

and be forthwith complied with by said owner or occupant. The
insurance commissioner, fire chief or fire committee as aforesaid

shall make an immediate investigation as to the presence of com-

bustible material or the existence of inflammable conditions in any
building or upon any premises under their jurisdiction upon com-
plaint of any person having an interest in said buildings or premises

or property adjacent thereto. Any owner or occupant of buildings

or premises failing to comply with the orders of the authorities
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i com-above specified shall be punished bv a fine of not less than ten dol- Failure to __„„.-.„ it- i „+. plv with ciders,
lars nor more than fifty dollars for each day s neglect. Penalty.

Sec 5 Anv city or town officer, referred to in section one, who city or town
' '

J
- .,, , t , • . c ,n • officers failing

neglects or refuses to comply with any ot the requirements ot tins tocompK with

act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars P™^f
ij 11
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nor more than two hundred dollars. punished.

Sec 6. Anv expenses incurred by the insurance commissioner in Expenses in^ -"-"J v J
,

. . curred shall be

the performance of the duties imposed upon [himj by the provisions defrayed by

of this act shall be defrayed by the fire insurance companies doing comp^ni^Tdoing

business in this state, and a tax of one-tenth of one per centum on ^inessiu North

the gross premium receipts of all such companies is hereby levied Tax for said

for this purpose, to be collected by said insurance commissioner as PurPos

other taxes on insurance companies are collected. The insurance

commissioner shall keep a separate account of all moneys received insurance com-

and disbursed under the provisions ox this act, and snail include jjeep separate
, . account of such

same in his annual report. moneys.

Sec. 7. The insurance commissioner shall submit annually, as insurance com-

early as consistent with full and accurate preparation and not later ^ibmTt'anrjual

than the first day of February, a detailed report of his official action l^r^^f êca.

under this act and it shall be embodied in his annual report to the tion of this act.

legislature.

Sec. 8. This act shall be in force from and after its ratification.

Ratified the 9th day of March, A. D. 1899.

CHAPTER 59.

An act to prohibit hunting, fishing, trapping or netting game of any kind

upon the lands of another in Alamance and Moore counties.

The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact

:

Sectiox 1. That it shall be unlawful for any person to hunt, Hunting, fishing

fish, trap or net game of any kind upon the lands of another, ^ffifi.
610-'

without first having obtained permission so to do from the owner

of said land.

Sec 2 Anv person violating the provisions of section one of this violation*—mis-
^ • j r

. demeanor—pun-
act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof isnment.

fined not less than five dollars nor more than fifty dollars, or im-

prisoned not less than ten days nor more than thirty days.

Sec. 3. That this act shall apply to Alamance and Moore

county [counties] only.

Sec. 4. That this act shall be in force from and after its ratifi-

cation.

Ratified the 10th day of February, A. D. 1899.


