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Raleigh Fire Museum
www.raleighfiremuseum.org
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How did we get here?




Milestones

City of Raleigh created.

1819
First fire engine and fire company.

1852
Fire department organization created.

1912
Fully-paid fire department created.




Going Back in Time




City of Raleigh created

One square mile

699 residents by 1803
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How to protect from fire?

Prevent fires

Extinguish fires




Early fire protection measures:

Planners design wide streets, to help prevent
fire spread.

Many trees also left intact, to also help.

No wooden structures added to building
fronts. Early regulation.




Fire Engine.

The Subferibers to the Fund for purchafing
a Fire Engine for ihe ufe of this City, are re-
quelled to meet at the Court-Houfe, on Friday
next, at four o’clock, for the Puspofe of giv
ing an Order for the Purchafe of the Engine
and other Apparatus, (a Sufficiency of Money
Jor the Purpafe being fubleribed) and for form
ing a IFire Company. _

As the Articles of Affeciation wil! be dramwn
at this Meeting, and the Cfficers of the Com-
pany eleBed, 1t is boped that a {ull Attendance
will be grven. Augufl 16.
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Nozzle that
swivels

Handles for

pumping

Water poured into basin
using a chain of buckets
(brigade brigade)
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‘Tuesday night, the, 11th inst, at hlf
past 11 o’clock, A ‘fire broke.outon the

back part of one ﬁﬁMﬁWwﬁwfﬁq_:;u 15

store houses'on Fayetf ik

when firat discovered, the ‘ﬂ to

rapidly ascending the onter wall s

undﬁr it were seen the chank and sha- |
mth which some- unknown in-

cen 1 hmi kindled the fatal blast.

The t:m y: application of a smani

quan t W r would have enabled |
the ﬁrst wha” 'mat;hen the apot to |

zxtinguish the: s but alasi no :j

water was to be: untt! the devatir-

ng- element se. far gﬁmed the ascen-

‘lem:j' as'tmii‘ﬂeﬁﬂ.ﬁm: tﬂ the ﬂn&ntj' |

* First major fire

* June 11, 1816

* Dozens of volunteers
» Bucket brigade

* 51 buildings destroyed
 Controlled by blasting
* Fire engine ordered

» Water system attempted
(1818)
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A very complete Fire-Engine from Philadelphia, with a Supply Pump,
a sufficient length of Hose, Fire-Hooks, Chain, &c

» Joseph Gales, President
 Beverly Daniel, Vice President
» Jacob Lash, Captain

« John T. C. Wiatt, Lieutenant

* William F. Clark, Lieutenant

* Thomas Cobbs, Lieutenant

* Thomas Henderson, Lieutenant
* John Dunn, Treasurer

» John Bell, Secretary




1819 to 1843

Firemen exempt from militia duty.

1826
Citizens can be drafted for firefighting.

1831
State Capitol burns. Stone and brick for government buildings.

1838
Building regulations for fire protection.

1843
Second fire engine, second fire company.




1851

APPALLING CONFLAGRATION!
About half past 12 o’clock, on Munday morning * December 15, 1851
last, our citizens were alarmed by the ery of Fing, « Over 17 structures
and the other signuls uanal on such oceasions.—
The wooden tenement on Favetteville Street, oc. * Ordinances adopted
cupied by H. A. Depkiu, ns a Boot and Shoe
Store, was found to be in a blaze, but not to such
an extent that it might not have been promptly sup- * Better fire equipment
pressed did wo possess the most ordinary waler
facilities. In a very tew momenis, the desiroying
element extended itself , in one direction, to the « First Fire Chief
residence of Wm. White, Exq., and the Ciiy Post _ _
Office connected therewith, and in the of posite, 1o * Fire Dept. reorganized
the Confectionary Store of Mr. Griffice and the
Saddlery Establishiment of C. W. D. Huichins,
Esq., and to many sm |l wooden buildings in the
vicinity—all of which were entirely consumed.
The flames now spread so rapidly as to render any
effurts to check them entirely impotent. The

i | i ity 3 = 3§ i

* Better water supply

* First engine house
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Fire Company
No. 1

Excelsior
Company

Fire Company
No. 2

Rescue
Company

Named Co. 1 and Co. 2 by 1856

'

Hook & Ladder
Company

Before Civil War

Fire department organized
First fire cisterns

In 1852, a formal fire department was organized. The first paid fire chief was hired,
the first fire cisterns were built, and the first firehouse was erected as an addition
to the City Market. The following year, two new hand engines were delivered.

Civil War begins

10



After Civil War

Fire Company | Fire Company | 1853 Hand Engine

No. 1 : No. 2 JL
Hook & Ladder | Bucket Fire department
1853 Company Company reorganized

Hand
Engine

Fire Company | Merchants |
No. 1 (c) Ind. Company

— l

Victor | RescueSteam | 1870 Mechanics

i : Steam
Company (c) Fire Eng. Co. Eradiie No. 2




Let’s interrupt our timeline...




Apparatus




1819 to 1890

Two chemical engines — 1878, 1881 Three ladder trucks — 1852 to 1890




Water Supply




1852 to 1887

Hillsborough New Bern

Openings.

Morgan

Capacity in
No. of gallons.
Number of

o 10 00 80 8 B 8D e e e e kD

McDowell
Salisbury
Wilmington

Fayettevill

Fire Cisterns

oK



Made by Matthews.
120 hydrants, double outlets.

64 to 80 pounds PSI, 144 to 161 gallons per minute.

Eight hydrants supplying eight streams.

Direct pressure on request.
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Engine Houses




1870-1898




Fire Alarm System




Street Box - Alarm Bell




New Bern

Hargett

Salisbury

McDowell
Fayetteville

Original locations of alarm boxes

Q2



Back to our timeline...




1870 to 1890

- First steam engine (1870)
-irst chemical engine (1878)

~irst fire horses (1879)

~irst fire hydrants, first hose companies (1887)

-ire alarm system installed (1888)

_ast hand-drawn apparatus (1890)
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1.8 square miles

13,643 residents
Three fire stations
90 members

Hook & Ladder
Capital Hose

.......
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New American LaFrance Steamer

New Steam Engine Fire Company




Capital Hose
L.A. Mahler
®
Victor
[ )

]
Rescue

City Limits I <2
1857
1900 - 1919

4.0 square miles

19,218 residents
Three fire stations

127 members

Q



RALEIGH WILL HAVE
A PAID DEPARTMENT

First Class Fire-Fighting Apparatus fo Cost
Less Than $35,000 Will Be Installed By
Crifal City at Early Date

Fully-Paid Fire Department

Fire Chief Sherwood Brockwell
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Station 1

Station 2
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Rescue Capitol
Hose Co. Hose Co.

Victor Womble L. A. Mahler
Hose Co. (c) H&L Co. Steamer Co.

v

Hook & Ladder Truck Career fire department

Hose Co. 2 & N Hose Co.1 = Steam Engine =

(not staffed)
(unstaffed)

In 1914, @ new Station 2

E. Hargett Street Fayet:evw'lle W.I‘v‘l(-)r'gan opened on S. Salisbury Street. 0 M:)r' o W Mllor' an
Street Street | &9 | N

Strpst First motor apparatus Strpet
Hose Co.3 = - - 1

In 1913, two chemical hose cars were




HRE WAGONS
ARE ENROUTE

Automobile Trucks Expected
to Reach Raleigh

By Tomorrow

Fire Chief Sherwood Brockwell
has received information from the
manufacturerii that the two auto-
mobile fire trucks ordered for Ral-
eigh have been shipped and the chiefl
ig expecting them tomorrow: One
of the trucks will be placed in the
Capital Hose Company quarters, and
the other in the Rescue quarters,

With each truck will be 1,000
feet of hose, the 24-foot ladders, a
forty-gallon chemical tank, a roof
ladder, turret pipes, axes and other
paraphernalin, Chief Brockwell will
drive one truck and Assistant Chief
Farmer the other until the regular
chauffeurs are trained for the work.

The headquarters of the Victor
company has been fitted up for ser-
vice as a hosewagon and team will
be stationed there, Chief Brockwell
has his men at work every day.

American LaFrance
Chemical/Hose Cars




IS T

Station 2 — South Salisbury Street




1914, 1916
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HOLMES | CHAVIS |

City Limits [l e
1857
| 1900 - 1919

6.9 square miles

24,418 residents
Three fire stations

~30 members

AR



Station 5 - 1926
Park Drive

Station 4 - 1926

Jefferson Street




1922 American LaFrance
Service Truck

1926 American LaFrance
Pumper

AQ



Two Platoons Created

DEVAFddg 0800 to 1145
1145 to 1530
1530 to 1900
Night Watch 1900 to 2230
2230 to 0130
0130 to 0430
0430 to 0800




1910 to 1929

April 24, 1913 -
News & Observer
building

March 25, 1914 -

Tompkins Hall,
A&M College

April 10, 1926 -
Insane Asylum

July 3, 1928 - }
Yarborough
Hotel




City Limits
| ELEA
1857
1900 - 1918
1920 - 1929

AN

7.6 square miles

37,379 residents
Five fire stations

56 members

[~ |



City Auditorium, 1930

Station 2 at Memoirial

1932

New 1936 Pumper

1939 Tractor for 1916 Tiller
*‘i\ I
ph SERS WY,
il X+




1935 - Civil service protection gained.
1938 - Local 548 of IAFF chartered.

1959 - Ceased operations after state
ruling.

1968 - State ruling overturned by feds.
1969 - Local 548 re-chartered.

1986 - Local 548 re-chartered again.




City Limits
| RiEA
1857
| 1900

10.88 square miles

1830

46,897 residents

Five fire stations

~56 members




Station 1 on Morgan Street P>
closed.

Ladder trucks moved to
Sta 2 at Memorial
Auditorium.

Eng 1 moved to Old Sta 2
on Salisbury Street. }

Eng 2 moved in with
Eng 1.




World War |l

Civil Defense
Air-Raid Drills
Auxiliary Firefighters

Materials Restrictions




1940s

Station 6

Opened 1943 Moved 1949
2519 Fairview Road 2602 Fairview Road




Self—Containé'd.Breathing 24 Hour Shifts
Apparatus (SCBA)




Raleigh, N.C.,
Chooses 1949 FWD Pumper

1950 Mack Pumper
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Built by the Makers of America’s Foremost Heavy-Duty Trucks

THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO €O, CLINTONVILLE, Conodion Foefery: KITCHEMER, ONT.




Fire Prevention Bureau Formed




1930 to 1949

March 25, 1935 - Efird’s
Department Store

May 18, 1939 - Norfolk
Southern Railway Shops

January 7, 1943 - Wake
County Group Home

December 29, 1943 - }
Bellas Hess Clothing
Store

February 1, 1948 - Carolina
Country Club




City Limits
B s

1857

1900

1920 -

10.88 square miles

65,679 residents
Six fire stations

67 members

R



New Station 1 American LaFrance Pumper

Raleigh Emergency American LaFrance
Rescue Squad Aerial Ladder

Lo




Station 3 Training Tower

Ladies Auxiliary Station 7
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March 10, 1956

Line of Duty Death — Lt. Vernon Smith




SANFORD — Ilobe:tL Batﬂe, five’ miles below Buckhorn Dam

Wake ' County’s mght jailer,j)An object on the. b:

drowned Thursday in the Cape|boat was identified
Fear River while helping in a|jacket. Battle swam ﬁwme-.-
search for the body of a ‘miss-tigate and, Farrell said, :

ing farmer. ahletomakelthacktoabure.
Wildlife - Protector A. €. God- Battle had a rope around his
win- of Sanford’ recovered : the|waist whén he-swam out, meri-
hars of the rescue squad report-
Lreturn ¥ gh **1&d, but it wasit long emough
" Deputy -Sheriff H. A arrell |to reach all the way and he re-
Jr- 6f - Chatham . County, Wwho|quested those on shore tp let it
ding i the ‘search,|go, When he became exhausted
the rescuers See DROWNING, Pase Si

a Raleigh rescue squad. -
Rescne. Unit. .,

Half a dozen rescue nits were
participating in the search ior
the body of Isaac Barker, 33

ROBERT L. BATTLE
the river near Battle Dam, some : .

April 23, 1959

Line of Duty Death

Raleigh Emergency Rescue Squad
Volunteer Robert Battle
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City Limits
| REEH
1857
| 1900 -
1920 -

1930 -
| 1950 -

33.67 square miles
93,931 residents
Seven fire stations

123 members
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New Station 2 New Shop at Station 2

New Station 4 New Station 5




Station 8
< 1960

Station 9
1963
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American LaFrance Pumpers

American LaFrance Aerial Ladder

1960s
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GMC Service Truck
GMC Tankers




Foam Trucks




@ March 3, 1952 - K&W
Motor Company

= July 28, 1958 - Edenton
Street Church

m September 5, 1962 - Hayes
Barton Church

= February 22, 1965 -
Pullen Hall at }
State College

m  April 1968 - Civil unrest

1950 to 1969




1963 to 1964

First black firefighters
hired in 1963 and 1964:

Larry Gene Williams
Welton Jones
E. Louis Stephens

James Greene Jr.
Norwood M. Peacock

[=]
[=]
[=]
= James L. Giles
[=]
[=]
@ Richmond Davis Jr.




At Blaze

Fireman
Dies on

The Job

April 20, 1965

Raleigh fireman Paul A
“Pallie”* Mimins of 215 Geo '
town Rd. died early ay
from what was believed to be
& heart attack as he helped
fight a fire at 1908 Hillsboro St.

ire Chief Jack Keeter said,
Mimms, 41, fainted as he ?'as
operating a pumper on a [ire
truck and was pronounced dead
on arrival at Rex Hospital.

The fire chief said the exam-
Ining physicians suspected a
heart attack. Keeter said he ex-
pecied them to make further

studies as to the cause of death. |
The fire was in the basement '
of Norden Laboratories Inc. and -

was discovered about 12:15 am.
Mimms had driven the pumper
truck 1o the fire scene (rom
Station No. 5 where he was as-
signed.

Started In Wiring

Assistant Fire Chiel F. M.
Burnette said the fire apparent-
Iv started [rom wiring in the
basement of the Norden firm.
which handles veterinary drugs
and supplies.

The blaze was confined large-
Iv to the basement area, fire
men sard. but burned through
tha floor of the drug firm and
through the floor of the adjoin-
ine College Court Billiard Par-
lor.

Firemen had to evacuale the
Callege Court Apartments on
the second floor of the building
because of the smeke  One wo-
man ook refuse from the
rFmoke on & small hacony en the
second floor of the apartment.
Chief Burnette sard, and was
taken down by ladder.

Line of Duty Death — Lt. Paul Mimms

75



City Limits
72
1857
| 1900 -
1920 -
1930 -
| | 1950 -

I 1oc0-

44 .93 square miles

122,830 residents
Nine fire stations

196 members

A



Station 10 Station 11 Station 12
Station 14 Station 15 Station 16

1971 -1971 -1974 — 1974 — 1974 — 1979




Mack Fire Apparatus

7Q



Chevy service truck Mack aerial platform

Chevy rescue squad Mack tractor




« 1972 - City/county emergency communications center.

« 1973 - Fire alarm boxes removed.

* 1973 - Replaced by telephone boxes.




- Third platoon (shift) added (1970)
* First two battalions (districts) created (1971)

« EMT training starts (1976)

* Third battalion (district) created (1977)

» First recruit academy™ (1978)

* First female firefighters hired (1978)

* Mike, explain that asterisk!




1980 to 2009

Now we go faster...




1980 to




1980 to 2009




1980 to 2009

Mack — Pirsch — EEI — Pierce — Quality — ALF — Pierce




1980 to 2009

Seagrave — Pierce — American LaFrance — Spartan — Simon - Quality

QAR



1980 to 2009

Special
Units




Rescue

1980 to 2009

QQ



1980 to 2009

Q0



Haz-Mat

1980 to 2009

an



Mini Pumpers
Foam Trailer

1980 to 2009

a1



1980 to 2009

1980s First-responder goes city wide.
Hazardous materials response.

1990s EMT- D (defibrillator) program.
Confined space rescue.
High-level rescue.

2000s Swift water rescue.
NC USAR Task Force 8.
NC HART (helicopter aquatic rescue) program.
NC Haz-Mat Regional Response Team 4 to Raleigh.




Keeter Training Center
Fire investigation team.
First mobile air unit.
Explorer post.

Honor guard.




July 7, 1981
Mangel’s Building

124 Fayetteville Street Mall
Built 1890-1900

Two-story, wood-frame
24,940 square-feet

100+ firefighters including 21
recruits

30 with injuries

Rl
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North Raleigh Tornado — November 28, 1988




First Division Chief
First Fire Protection Engineer.
First closed-cab apparatus.

EMT-D program.
Fire safety house.
Rapid Intervention Teams (RIT).




Hurricane Fran — September 5, 1996




Fourth battalion.
Eighth ladder company.
Full time investigators.

Bike team.
New training tower.
Thermal imaging cameras.




NC USAR Task Force 8 — Organized 2003




USAR training area

Training props

Shelters and storage

Modular classrooms
(not shown)




Construction Division Added — September 2009




2000s

February 22, 2007 - Pine Knoll Townes

Six alarms

19 engines 6 ladders

10 relief companies

11 departments covering

27 homes destroyed, 11 damaged.
12 structures involved

29 families, 72 people displaced
$4 million damage




January 22, 2008

Line of Duty Death — Lt. Herman Jones




2010 to 2025

Now we go faster...




to 2025
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Relocated

Renovated




2010 to 2025
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Rescue Resources
Reorganized - 2013

Ninth Ladder
Company - 2015
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2010s

Fire Prevention Division / Office of Fire Marshal
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Chief of Department
Herbert D. Griffin
September 8, 2020




2016 to 2025




Daily Compliance Report .0

Civil Unrest
2020




Line of Duty Deaths

W. Keith Tessinear Brent Upton Nathan Burgess
August 29, 2019 March 17, 2021 November 12, 2023




2016 to 2025

High-Water Rescue - New Ladder 22 - 2023

2021
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Incident Safety Officer - 2021 Short Academy + Long Academy - 2023




2016 to 2025

The 2
(7

Chaplain Program - 2021  Psychologistir80Rdteral Academy - 2022 Rehab 12 - 2024




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF
RALEIGH FIRE DEPARTMENT FLEET UPDATE - DEC@OZ‘I RECOMMENDATIONS

S . i RALEIGH FIRE MASTERPLAN
R . =— “Pejpe—ng
[insoce 5o ter Plan UNITS ARE BUSY, ANDWILL
] GET BUSIER i
P :

ADD 4 FRONTLINE APPARATUS AND
nearing complefinn st =l CREWS.

Big Fleet Upgrade — 2024/25 New Master Plan — 2025




Fire Stations

Engine Companies

Squad Companies (rescue engines)

Ladder Companies
Rescue Companies
Battalion Chiefs

Uniformed and Civilian Personnel (FY25)
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Battalion 4
E29

HM29
1926 ALF

E24
L ]

Sq14
L14

BC3
1S014
Minil4
ATV14

Boat
TR Trailer

Battalion 3

Logistics
Fleet Repairs
Apparatus Storage

o
E25
Battalion 1
E22
L22
BC1
- HM22 gecon unit
L23 ©
o
E18 E4
L4
4o e
ir
E%55 Mini28
E17 ATV28
HW17 Lig Fue . 7502 Mack
° Sta 15 =
L ]
E9
BCS
[ ]
2
. spill control unit
Battalion 5 . Foam Trailer
E6 E21
© L6 USAR8
1905 steamer @ ® JSARS01
Boat
]
E5
1950 Mack e
®
Q E3 Boat
E8 ° TR Trailer
HM8 recon unit ﬁ
E1 E13 *fuure . >
E20 L1INVI e QoS0 © BC2
L20 ] Sta3 DC1
© Rehab 12
L]
E2 .
HM2 e Battalion 2
Airl0

E26
Training Center Annex
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Questions?




See these slides at

www.legeros.com/slides




